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Deputy bkxecative . 24 Jdanvary- 1950
OGC Has Reviewed ‘
Legn) otuff

Use of laxicabs.

1. It was recently proposed to iszsue a mew regulation covering
the use of taxicabs either in the form of e directive, instructiion,
or nodificution cf the Confidentinl Funde Regualaticans. The orijinal
¢r.ft covered requirements for submissicn of clsims in generzl, eand
tien fvdic ted s.ccific situations in waich taxicabs might be used,
woeps an clement of security was sresent and those in which the use
wus based largeiy on wxpediencys

2. In & recent couversation with the writer, you indicated
tnat waere & sscurity fsctor was present the use of taxicebs would
be cover=d by & change in the Conficential Funds Bigulations. tfiowe "
ever, y«u censicervd it advisable to cbtain an opinfon from the
Cowptroller veneral regarding the use of taxicabs where expediency
#es tnc prime consicer=zticn. The questions inwelved related to tune
usge ©u taxis for:

&. fIravel for urgent fixed sppointments;

t. Transportation of unususlly bulky docursnts, or
celicate or cumberscme equipment, regardless of the security
clessification, provided the need was immediante:

ce Trunsportaticn cf employees in the compuny eof colleboret-
inp individuals for whem general public transportation would
ve ineppropriste bLocause of perscnal prestige or aims of r.p-
regentatione

3, after further review of the opinions "of the Comptroller General,
both published and unpublished, -the Fiscel Office. concurs in-my bellsf . -
that the Coxptroller has alrsady established his'acceptante of cliims . .
for the uso of taxicabs in the first two categories indioated above.

4, Tne baaic provision applicsble to the use of taxiéabs whether
or not the employee is in a travel statis, is conteined in paragraph
11 of the Stendardized Government Travel Regulations and provides that .
transportation "will bs ullowed only when no public or regular weans
of transportetion are available or when such regular wmeans of trans-
portation cannot be used advantageously in the interest of the Govern-
ment, in wiich case 8 satisfnctiory explanation must accompany the ac-
count” (Our emphasis). In referring to paragraph 8 (a) of the Standard-
ized GCovernment Iravel Rsgulatioms, which in turn refers to paragraph
11 above cited, the Comptroller (8ee cpinion of 26 Comp. Gen. 797)
statcc that thu paragraph "dispenses with the nacessity of showing
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that the iutercst of the Qoverament required the use of e taxicab rather
then & chouper means of transportetion under the conditions spocified,
but nsither that parusraph nor any other provision of law ar regulation
of w.uleh I am aware, purports to authorize ths use of taxicabe generully.
tnile tre saving of time ls ome of the factors which may be takin into
conalderativa in deterasining whetner the use of taxicabs is in the in-
terest of the Gouveranment, it cunnot be presumsd tnat in every lnstance
the Gownrvaent rccessarily boenefits by saving of time or that its in-
terest would not sz well be served by the use of slower or cheaper means
of trunsportstiom,.,” In repard to the general use of taxicabs he states
that "in the absence of some statute or rcepulation to the contrery, the
gonerul rule necessarily :is that transportation must be by the most
econamical mesns usuully used by the public generally unless it clearly
i snown thut some other msans of traneportation was used primarily in
tas intervst of the Gove nment.”™ A broader gencral adminiastrative Jde-
terminetlon asuthorlzing the usec of taxieabs by a particuler esnployse or
cluse of suployees es a neceassity at all times oannot be acoepted as proof
thut other cieuper mesns of transpertation used by the public generally
cunnot be usod advantapoously in the intercet of the Gowrnmsat. (See

28 Comp. Uon. 310).

bs. In the Mipht of the sbove cited opinioms, ns weil as others,
the Camptroller nzc¢ indicated a strong reluctance to approve specifioc
criteris for the use of taxicabs. While spacial situations might be
fndic ted in walch the use of taxis could be Justified, they would be
uu more Loen puldes, and should bs subjeot to the genawsl conditica that
the "regulur meuns of vrunspartationm camnot be used sdvantageousely in
the interest of tae Government.” This would seem to cover the twe situa-
tions indicated above in catogeries A, and b, in garagraph 2, Actual ex-
pecience would justify their use,

6. The remeaining provisior regardirg the use of taxicabs purely for
purposes of rcpresentation nus not been considercd by the Coamptroller
General, unc it wculd probably Le wory difffcult to satisfy the Comptroller
that it wes nscessary as an ndvantegsous usv in the interest of the Govern-
mont. We bualicve submission of fhe question is probably unnscessary Lrom
s practical rtundpoint, If i security factor is present, the use ias al-
ready Jjustified by the changs in the Confidential Punds Regulations. I
thore ic no security fector, it woid appear that purposes of representa=
tion couvle be sutizfied by use of & mector-pool car when the® perscn was
ecoompanied by un cmployee of the Apwney. By the same token, 1f a car
from the mctore=pool is not available within a reasonable tiwme and urgenocy
iz present, thon wo believe the use, wnen the person is acoompanied by a
CiA mmployse, is already Justifled under the opinioms cof the Comptroller
CGeneral i:dicuted sbeve. Howewer, 1if you still believe it would be pre=
feratle to subiit the question puroly on the basis of representatim, I
ghxll be jlersed to prepare tho neccssery lotter to GAQ,
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