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Heat Up Debate O'verj Pzpelme to Europe

By StEVE Murson
Staff Reporter of THE WaLL STREET Jourw.u_
France and West Germany have
launched official probes of charges that the

Soviet Union ig using political and religious :

prisoners to help build the natural gas

pipeline from Siberia to Western Burope.-

While trying to persuade .the- Reagan
administration to lift the U.S.. embargo-on
equipment for the pipeline, the two nations
last week instructed their Moscow embas-
sies to investigate reports of e ‘ave la
bor."”

-The moves appear to be i1l response to -

domestic criticism of the project on:a hwe.
man-rights - - basis.
Two weeks ago a meigm

member of the West.

German  oppesition . InSight
party, the Christian. @

Democrats, demanded that. the West Ger-
man government investigate. allewaﬁons of
slave labor being used on the Sovist pipe-
line. A press conference for Buropean jour-
naiists held in Washington by Sen.. Willam
Armstrong (R., Colo.), who- gired charges

about conscripted Soviet labor at a com-
mittee hearing last month, was widely re-

man rights organization has appealed to
both Ger'nany and France to halt the pruj
ect,

- *The European governments ham char'
acteristically avoided looking at human-
‘| rights violations in the Soviet Union,” said-
an offictal of the State Department’s hu-
man-rights division. He said ‘the U.S. is
“encouraged“ by the probes and is also in-
vestizating, But, he added, “We'd be sur-
prised if enough public pressure bniltupto-
influence.- the F‘uropean 'govemments to
change their position.”

Furthermore, he said, it was anlikely
that the West German and French embas-
sies in Moscow would be able to find any
evidence to - prove or dispro ve- the
cparges. -

The U.S.8 R. Embassy in'Paris has de-

nied the charges, condemning them as pro-.

paganda aimed at sabotagmg Eczst-Wesz
cooperation.

But ihe issue isn't likely to vam-ah soon.
A group called the International Soclety:
for Human Rights, based in Frankfurt,

this week containing four-letters written by
prisoners in the--Soviet Union and. testi-.
mony by four former prisoners.currently
living in the West. The report wili charge.
that as many as 100,000 prisoners in camps
in the Soviet Union, including thousands of
religious and political prisoners, are doing
heavy. work such as’cutting down forests
and' leveling Iand//preparation for the
pipeline..

According o Human Rights Intprnet a
|_monitoring group in Washington, the Inter-
"national Society for  Human Rights was,
founded in 1972 by a group of Soviet emi-’
gres. The group has been vehement in its
criticism of ‘the Soviet Unlon.” =

Nat all human-rights organizations con-
cur that the Soviets are-using prisoners-on.
the pipeline project. Amnesty International=
in London, for example, which monitors
human-rights abuses around the world, .
ays it hasn't received any reports of polit-

'al prisoners being forced o work on the
celine. S

_the- natural gas pipeline.-
. Western Europe are going to warm their

... The West. German group charges that,
-there are elght labor camps along the pipe-

line route including Ustj-ischim, Urengoy,
Surgnt, Tavda, Tjumen, Irbit and Lys'va.

»The human-rights group. also. alleges.
that the prisoners suffer from poor wark--
ing and living conditions and inadequate
nutrition: i an area where temperatures
drop to as'low as-50 degrees below zero
Fahrenheit. Furthermore, the group con-
- tinues, .thers are frequent job-related inju-
.vies, and no medig*al treatnmt 1s avaﬂ“«
able, "~ "

. “After World War It German offu.ers
were convicted of war crimes on the basis
. of -theld participation in “slave lahor

camps,” says-Dr. Reinhard Guauck, a phy- -

sician.at the German Biagnostic Clinie in.

.. Wieshaden,  West Germany, and. head of,

. the - humarrrights group. Now, he said,

Western counttries would share *‘rnoral re-

sponsibility’ for :-Soviet- " laghor - camps -
through their fAnancial and technical aid to
“If people’ in

feet - or cook their fopd with that natural

-gas, they should know that others had to-

. die, work, go bungry, ov freeze to gat the-
ported overseas. And a West Gernian M- ous foo By E-

gas from theve to here,” Dr. Gnauck. said
in g telephone interview.

The group says- the prisoners forced to
work on the pipeline incinde dissident psy-
chiatrist. Semyon. Gluzman and a ‘Ukrai-
nian writer, Zinovt Krassinski,-But Cathy-
Cosman, staff reseavcher of tie Commis*
sion on Security and Cooperation in Europe
(the Helsinki Comumission), says Dr. Gluz-
man and Mr. Krassinski are believed to be
held in areas or camps that would make it
impossible for them to do pipelme con—
structlon work,

“She says she: “ean't beheve the Soviets
would be dumb enough o use political pris-
cners for pipeline work” because of the po-.
litical harm such reports would do. She ad--
ded, however, that-she didn’t doubt that:
nonpolitical prlsoners wem working on the
project, = "

Ina broadcast Aug 5 in Finmsh Mos-
" cow Radio called the charges “false.” The-
broadeast said:.*Is it even conceivable

that the: cornpletion of the Siberia-Western
‘ " Europe-gas pipeline would be made depen-+
West Germany, will.issue a 60-page report-

dent on so-called political prisoners? Not to-.
.mention the-fact.that there. isn't 4 single
- person fu the Soviet Union who has lost msr

freedom for political, reasons.”- oy

’\/Ioscnw Radlp . added ‘that “tlhvev real

builders of the deal of the century are free
people—construcﬂon workers engmeers
and sclentists.” . f , HN

\")

- Western experts on the Soviet Unfon :
have Iong assumed that the.Soviet Union

“would turn to conscription - of Jakor for'
work in the harsh Arctle regions of the
country for the plpehne Such relatively in-

expensive labor is considered a major rea- -

son why the pipeline will be economically
viable. Usually the bulk of pipeline con-
struction costs, especially in remote. areas

such as Slberla or Alaska, stem from labor .
.costs.

A Ry

" Many experts have said, however, that

the, Soviet Unien would. turn to. its huge.

standing army to help build the pipeline.
The army has often aided in construction
of civilian projects.
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-Socialists’ Wﬂﬁngness Lo
The Itallan Socialists’ apparent new wﬂ}m
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By Davm FI.E.ML,\G
ecial in THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

ME-Italian Premier-Designate Gio-:

vamu Spadolim appears to have the political
backing needed to rebuild his five-party gov-
ernment.’ :'oalition ‘which - collapsed; on
Aug. 7..; ¢

" The unexpected turnaboit In the Italian
political outlock results from Mr, Spadelinl’s
presentation of a 10-point plan.for institu-
tiopal chapges in Italy’s parbamentary
systent. The plan cwrrently under examina-

‘tion by constitutional experts of the. various

political parties, has received preliminary
approval from: the .members of Mr. SpadO*
lini's ‘old coalition. ..

- Mr. Spadolind's hopes of sucﬁeedmg hlm
self-as premier had appeared doomed last

Tuesday when Italy’s Socialist- Party said it =
wouldn't rejoin his flve-party coalition. The -

 Socialists are the: key party in any Italiap
governmen', “formula; though. they control

only 9.8% of the vote, they hold a halance-of--

power position between the Christian Demo-
crats and the Communists, Italy s two larg-
est.political parties. . - ... ..

_Rule Changes Proposed

Mr. Spadolini’s new- omposals appear to
have Soelalist approval. The proposals in-

clude rule changes to rednce the use: of se- /|

cret hallots ip Parllament, & limit on the/
number of amendments *hat can be added to
the annual Jederal budget bill, a probable in-~
crease in the number of signatures requi
to call a national referendum, currently 500,
000, and Hrae limits for the passage of new
laws ta speed up the legislative precess.

A key peint In Mr, Spadolini’s new plan is
the proposed change in parliamentary pro-

cedures that permit secret balloting. The is~

sue of the seeret vote helped bring about the-
collapse of the Spadolini government earlier
this month. A Soclalist bill calling for early
payment by cll tompanies-of .8 tox on re-
fined - 0il products was defeated in Parlia-
ment ont Aug. 4in & secret vote, The Seocial~

ists subsequently _resigned from the govern- |

ment coalitlon, accusing their coalition part-:

ners, the Christian Democrats, of having. seg '
cretly voted down the bill-in deference to 0114

company interests, |
- Currently, Iialian parhamemary votmg,
.can be forced out in the open only by mak-

- ing the issue a questmn of comﬁdence in th&

- government., et L

P

‘ingness o go along with' Mr. Spadolini. sur-
prises- most pclitmal ‘observers, who be-
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' lieved the party was determined to force the-| ¢

dissolution of the -Italian -Parliament and

bring about early national elections~pre- [

sumably int hopes of substantial Socialist
gains. The next scheduled national eler'dons
don't come until spring 1984.

Consuitations are continuing among e | nr:

Italian . pelitical parties, and decisions are s~

expected soon on whether Mr. Spadelii’s { -~

.plan for a new government is definitely ac:
ceptable to the members of his old coalition:

l In a sign of confidence that the cunﬂ
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