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The Minister of Defense of Guatemala Colonel Enrique Peralta Azurdia
issued the following statement today:

"In effect there are regular troops stationed in Retalhuleu which is &
Guatemalan Military Base where training is being received by those troops to
be praparasd for the second aggreasion which might be organized within
Guatemala by Castro or any one coming from cutside as an invasion forcs.

"The U.3. Mllitary Officers which are in Guatemala are members of the

Military and Air Missions and very shortly a Navy Mission will be established
to also lend technical assistance and training., That is the reason for their

being there as they do in most of the latin American countries, The Guatemslan
@ troops which were receiving training in Retslhluleu for guerrills warfars wers

| ugsed as an Airborne squadron in the battle of Zacapa and inthe one in Puerte

| Barrlos participating very successfully in the crushing of the revolution,

"Guatemala 1s not an aggressor country, Guatemala is not receiving ten
ships every week loaded with war material and equipment manufactured in -
Communist countrles, Guatemala has no Chinese Commnist inatructors; Guatemala
i - has no jet Communist planes, Cuatemala has no Communist guided rockets and
| missiles, the only thing Guatemsala has 1s men with great hearts ready to fight
for their indspendsnce and politiocsl liberties.

"Batista is not in Guatemala, but Arbenz is in Cuba."
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federal support is made available to
the states will have a decisive impact
on state cducational policy. This is
not the only way, or necessarily the
best way, for the {ederal government
to influence education, but it does
emphasize the fact that the federal
government can play a key role in
matters which are legally controlled
by the states.

Suppose that the federal govern-
ment begins to provide part of the
salary for 1,400,000 teachers. Sup-
pose further that a sizable number
of states continue to tolerate obvious-
ly inadequate requirements for a
teaching certificate. If the federal
government were to limit federal
‘funds to teachers who mecet certain
requirements, the pressure in  all
states to accept these requirements
would be irresistible.

The federal government should
make every effort to avoid a coercive
approach in its rclations with the
states. Experience in other fields in-
dicates that much can be done to
-achieve nation-wide improvements
in matters legally controlled by the
states. But for this to happen, there
must be cffcctive national leader-
ship, either in the federal govern-
ment or in professional organizations,
or both. .

The Advisory Council of the Dem-
ocratic National Committee has pro-
posed that the President be required
to make an Annual Report on Educa-
tion to Congress which would be pre-
pared with the help of a Council of
Educational Advisers. Hearings on
it would be conducted by a joint
Congressional  Committee on  the
President’s Education Report. Here

is an excellent way to focus national
attention on our major cducational
nceds. It illustrates the kind of ac-
tion Mr. Kennedy could take to stim-
ulate state action on key educational
problems. \

Some of the most important prob-
lems requiring national leadership
will not require official Presidential
action, yet the President can play a
decisive role in resolving them. This
is particularly truc when it comes to
the issue of federal support for non-
public schools, especially Catholic
parochial schools. The President’s
task here is not so much to say in
the first instance what should be the
limits of such aid. Tt is to get key
leaders together to resolve. their dif-
ferences as much as possible.

The analogy here is to a strike
which threatens the national safety
or welfare. The prestige of the Presi-
dency is first used to bring the par-
tics together to work out an agree-
ment. The government may be
forced eventually to prescribe the
solution or to approve whatever
agreement is reached, but it should
do so only after making a strong
effort to get the major power blocs
to arrive at a consensus. As the fed-
eral government assumes a larger
share of school costs, controversies
relating to federal aid to non-public
schools will increase. Now is the time
to initiate fruitful informal discus-
sions among key lcadership groups.
Otherwisc, there i1s a danger that the
issues will become dangerously dis-
ruptive.

The preceding discussion  was
based upon the belief that the U.S.
Office of Education can and must

CIA-RDP85-00664R000200020007-1

play a morc dynamic role m the 1u=
ture. I do not say this by way of
criticism of present or past commis-
sioners. Rather, my belief is that
times have changed and that the U.S.
Office of Education must reflect this
fact. Tt must be more than a fact-
gathering  and  fund-distributing
agency. It must have the personnel
and resources to identify basic edu-
cational problems, rcgardless of area,
to conduct rescarch on these prob-
lems, and to mobilize whatever forces
are nceded to resolve them. I would
he the first to concede that USOE
does this now to some cxtent. Never-
theless, it is not an important source
of educational leadership at the pres-
ent time. One of the first tasks of
the Kennedy Administration will be
to remedy this situation.

Finally, the incoming Administra-
tion must realize the dimension of its
cducational agenda. Its problem is
not merely to raise teachers’ salaries,
but to change the institutional struc-
ture by which we decide how much
to pay tcachers. It must recognize
that the main issue in certification 1s
not whether to add or delete a few
courses, but how to modernize the
certification structure over the coun-
try as a whole. In short, the basic
educational task of the Kennedy
Administration is to reform the de-
cision-making structure of education
at certain key points. If there is ac-
ceptance of this concept, instead of
a sincere but misguided effort to
solve old problems within an out-
moded legal and administrative
framework, there will be no limits on
what President Kennedy can do in
this vital area. :

HAS THE 1], lpieligence
Agency LELA, gedsconstruction

g%

of 2 giant new air base 1n Guatemala
to supply anti-Castro forces with
a base of operations against Cuba?

To find the answer, I flew down

to Guatemala City shgpidwobefore
CW a deceptively serene
non-stop jet 1light, five hours from
Los Angeles by Pan American’s new

tnse

Declassified

SECRET AIRSTRIP .. by Don Duiggins

DC-8 run. Toward the end of the
flight, one looks down from the win-
dow of the jet, past its raked wing,
upon a peaceful panorama of breath-
taking bcauty that obscures the fe-
verish activity going on in the tropic
coastal jungles 30,000 feet below.
In the distance, one sccs. past the
Sierra Madres, beyond the Continen-
tal Divide, where warm Caribbean
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waters meet Guatemala at Puerto
Barrios, presently a seaport of great
significance.

Pacific coastal fog obscured what
I was looking for — a secret jet air-
strip hacked from the jungles some-
where in the department of Ret-
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'ﬂhn]eu close to the Mexican border.

Latcr, when T questioned Guate-
malan government officials and U.S.
consular aides, T found that a cloud
still obscured the base. No one in an
official position would explain why
Guatemala, a country without a
single jet plane of its own, needs a
jet airstrip for military use.

I firste. | ,w,/\mbms'rdor
, .SEEM)« Tas the ﬁ“ﬂtcd

Joscph E
Sm% oancd any money to Guate-
mala to build a military base in this
country?”

“That question you must put te
Guatemalan officials,” he told me.

I asked the same qucstion of Jesus
Unda Murillo, Guatemalan Minister
of Forcign Affairs. “Just Cuban prop-
aganda,” was his answer.

LATER I pressed the duestion upon

Guatemalan businessmen, journalists
and aviation people and got start-

lingly different answers. MM

fredo Palmieri, a newsm_gﬁquﬂ,%w

Antlg_ua Yes the story is correct.
[fitst broke thc story here in Guate-

mala, about a month ago. But it will
be impossible to get to the base.”

From Palmrerl from a retired UL 5.

ier sources T

the-T€po E that flI'St appeared in a

Natig ial “Are We Trammg
Cuban Guey atzon,
N to the e ect that a military

ase actua]ly exists behind the green
~curtain of

All access to the mrf:eld is cut off,
Guards carrying rifles are posted at
every approach road. ' The strip,
though its reported 8,000 feet length
would seem to be rather short for
handling jet fighter traffic, can never-
theless manage these planes because
it is at sea level.

The strip is built on land owned
by a prominent Guatemalan cattle-
man, Manuel Ralda. Actual construc-
tion is said to have been completed
in an eighty-day crash program dur-

ing the late summer of 1960, under’

the worst possible climatic copdi-
tions of oppressive heat and high
humidity.
As there is no airline traffic into
Retalhuleu, there is no question as
to the airstrip’s purpose.
Guatemala’s air force, it should be
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noted here, consists of corroding war-
surplus  Mustang fighters, AT-6
trainers and some war-weary - twin-
engine bombers squatting like
wounded birds at Guatemala City’s
La Aurora Airport.

NOT LONG agoa Dr. Ronald Hilton,
director of the xlsmemmc-
American Studies at Stanford Uni-
versity, returned from Guatemala
with evidence that the country is
swarming ' with anti-Castro exiles
planning an invasion of the Isle of
Pines, off Cuba. [The Nation broke
the Retalhuleug_r 0
rece ‘.e RAY «-'.b z«v.\Fn'.f TR e

PHETe, said Dr. Hilton, they hope
to set up a Formosa-type govern-
ment to act as a rally point for foes
of Cuba’s dictator. Coordinated with
this planned invasion, he predicted,
will be a build-up of forces at Guate-
mala’s Puerto Barrios, which will
serve as a staging area for the
maneuver,

While he

lid not - S3tab ish.thatthe
;ﬁ%fjﬁre Retalhl

. 'ﬁty id.there as been so
M%out it that President
Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes attempted
to explain the whole thing on tele-
vision.” Guatemala, Dr. Hilton point-
ed out, is close to bankruptey, and
thus not in a position to have provid-
ed the $1,000,000 which the Retal-
huleu base must have cost.

Aside from the mystery of who
paid for the field is the question of
why it is there and what use will be
made of it. One report indicates that
Retalhuleu is a training base for
both air and ground operations of a
growing army of volunteers from
member states of the Organization of
American States. Other reports iden-
tify the airstrip as one of a growing
network of military bases from which
a coordinated attack could easily be
launched against Cuba.

In a bar aga,gas
one 1tmerant

1Q1;t0

PGt

nezuela,
‘me that ‘there

“ 182" go- Bets "hoxfrandles secret
WWMembers of a newly
formed Caribbean Legion of fliers of_

“fortune. These fly-for-hire airmen, he

said, are secretly bringing into the
Caribbean theatre a growing armada
of strange aircraft, from British
Vampire jet fighters to World War
II B-25s and P-51s.

, gghng
rn R Y astro,. tells
o4 fantastic  air-raid operation
scheduled for some _time early in
1961.

“They are offering $25,000 for
pilots to fly on this mission,” he said.

Who are “they”?

“They’re high up in the govern-
ment,” he replied.

Accordmg to his story, six A-20s,
armed with 600-pound bombs, their

e

| fﬁx
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pilets waiting for cash advances be-
fore taking off, are scattered on
fields in Los Angeles, Miami, Iaiti
and Venezuela. The plan is for them
to streak in low over the water, boom
over the Cuban coastline at 4 A.M.
' . S

one morning, and bomb Castro’s oil-
storage tanks. :

True or not, the story has a not
implausible ring. Anti-Castro planes

actually have pulled off such raids—

but with pampblets, not bombs. They
returned to secret bases—some say
to Retalhuleu, some say to Kingston,
Jamaica, ) :

land in the mid-

AR
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Caribbean, a powerful radio station
today broadcasts the anti-Castro
propaganda  messages  of -Miguel
Angel Quevado, cxiled former editor
of Cuba’s Bohemia magazine. ITome
of a U.S. Weather Burcau hurricane
tracking station, Swan Island is ac-
tually owned by a Boston business-
man, Sumner Smith, descendant of
Capt. Alonzo Adams, who scttled
there in 1893. " ~

Castro today is being slowly ring-
ed by a tightening noose as the old
Caribbean Legion of tramp air pilots
is revitalized. In Nicaragua, Presi-
dent Luis Somoza’s pilots, curiously,

o \
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arc mainly from japan, LCrmany ama
the United States—Somoza trusts
his own airmen about as much as he
trusts Castro. .

But it is in Guatemala, biggest of
the Central American countries,
where things are most tense. There
exiled Cubdns are reported to be
secking a leader to rally the scatter-
ed opposition to Castro’s regime.

The late Col. Carlos® Castillo Ar-
mas invaded Guatemala in 1954 and
overthrew its Left government, be-

“came President and later was assas-

sinated by a palace guard. Yet to ap-
pear is a Cuban Col. Castillo.

Swan Is
AL LI e

Lessons of the British Peace Drive.. by Stephen Hugh-Jones

) Manchester, England

ON GOOD FRIDAY, 1958, more
out of curosity than conviction, I
joined the 4,000 people leaving Lon-
don on the first march organized by
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma-
ment (CND) to the British Atomic
Weapons Research Establishment at
Aldermaston. After fifteen miles and
a morning of the sneers and smears
of the British press, there were 600
—and I was a member of the CND.
A year later, 4,000 marchers left
Aldermaston and the final rally in
London was 15,000 strong. By now
the editorial writers’ ridicule had

changed to a pitying respect: our.

motives, of course, were fine, and
our proposals, of course, ill thought
out and impractical. Last April, 40,-
000 marchers joined a crowd as large
in Trafalgar Square to make the
greatest political demonstration seen
in Britain since the war; and in Oc-
tober their policy became (in theory)
that of Britain’s second largest party.
Respect turned to real fear.

What has this old history to do
with you as an American? Senator
Kennedy’s victory offers opportu-
nities for peace that we have not
known since 1946, But it is crucial
how the ambiguities in his program
are defined: that America strong and
renewed should not mean two rock-

STEPHEN HUGH-JONES is on the.

staff of the Manchester Guardian.
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cts where one grew before, that the
appointment of ambassadors who
know what continent they are in not
imply just more efficient propaganda.
The choice is between trying to win
the cold war, and trying to end it.
The politics of the cold war still
rules the Furopegn Left, but there
are signs of revolt. The unilateralists
have—for a time, at least—captured
the British Labour Party. In France,
Mollet’s “Socialists” have been fac-
ing, since April, the genuine Parts
Socialiste Unifié. The German Social
Democrats, who two years ago, with
the trade unions, launched an inef-
fective campaign “Gegen den Atom-
tod” (“Against Atom Deaths”) have
since moved rapidly Right, especially
after the Summit failure. But they

‘are in conflict with many of their

student adherents (the Dutch So-
cialists are in a similar position). In
Denmark, where the Social Demo-
crats are in power, a new neutralist
Socialist Party won eleven seats in
the recent elections. '

All these are minority movements.
Tn Britain, opinion polls suggest we
have about one-fifth support. In
France and Germany, the movements
are almost trivial. But our British

experience has shown the potentiality -

of even the tiniest group. What is
missing from this concert of minori-
ties is the voice of the United States.
Those few FEuropeans who have

heard of SANE are inclined to wish

unkindly that it were sometimes just

" a little loony. American radicals can-.

not capture cither major party. But
they could create a force which would
influence opinion during the wvital
first year of the Kennedy regime.
For such a task the experience an

mistakes of the British CND may

have lessons.

THE CND came formally into ex-
istence in January, 1958, at a meet-
ing in London. Bertrand Russell was
elected president, and the chairman
was John Collins, a canon of St
Paul’s Cathedral. But for its origins
one must go back at least to early
1957, when it was announced that
Britain was shortly to test its first
H-bomb. The test was successfully
carried out near Christmas Island in
the Pacific on May 15.

There was an immediate reaction,

For many British people—perhaps
a majority—it was a happy event.
Confused and humiliated by the
fiasco of Suez, now they could hold
up their heads. Britain was Great
again. But among others, particu-
larly the students, who were already
urging postponement of tests, the
reaction was sharp and hostile.

It is necessary to say something
about the students, who played so
large a part in subsequent events.
Except for a brief flowering of Marx-
ism in the thirties, British students
had never shared the European tra-

AN
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