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Washington, D.C.20505

19 MAY 1983

The Honorab]e w1111am L Armstrong
- United States Senate
,,Nash1ngton, D C. 20510

“Dear Senator Armstrong

E As you suggested we have put together a list of Sov1et 1ndustr1es

~which utilize forced labor and produce goods for export. A copy of that

~ list is enclosed. -While we have dene extensive research on this question
for many years, we cannot determine the exact magnitude of the contribution
forced labor makes to the total output in each 1ndustry, nor can we g1ve

you a 11st of brand names or products. . A

I thought you m1aht find the enclosed art1c1e from the Fall 1982 -
issue of Workers Under Communism, an.AFL-CIO journal, interesting. It is
| genera]]y accurate summary, consistent with our own sources of informa-
tion, and includes the names of some spec1f1c products produced with the
' he]p of forced ]abor . . o

Sincerely,

/sl William J. Casey
William J. Casey = .
Dlrector of Central Inte111aence Ayf;

Enclosures7

o D1str1but1on o .
' ;Or1g1na1 - Addressee
. 1 - DCI w/enc]osuresv//'
1 -DDCI - .

1 - EXDIR -
1 - ER o
1 - D/OEXA - w/enc]osures : 1 - OEXA Record w/enc]osures
1 - DD/OEXA w/enc]osures 1 - OEXA Chrono
T - DDI :
1 - ADDI
1 - D/OGI . )
2 - 0GI/GD w/enc]osures
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ENCLOSURE 1

Based on a variety of intelligence sources and open

publlcatlons CIA has
compiled the following 1list of industries and products in which STAT

forced labor is used exten51vely.

I. Wood Products

- lumber
-~ furniture
- casings for clocks
~ cabinets for radio and TV sets
. = wooden chess pleces
° — wooden souvenirs
' - wooden crates for fruit and vegetables
- cardboard containers

II. Electronic

- cathode ray tube components
=~ resistors

III. Glass

- camera lenses
~ glassware
- chandeliers

IV. Automotive

- auto parts
- wheel rims
- parts for agricultural machinery

V. - Mining/Ore Processing

~ gold-

-~ iron
" = aluminum
. = coal and peat

'~ uranium

'— asbestos
- = limestone
- constructlon stone and gravel

‘ Vl}‘ Clothing

. -.coat, gloves, boots
- buttons and zippers

L. VII. Petroleum Products and Chemlcals
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VIII. Food
- Tea
IX. Miscellaneous

- brick and tile

- watch parts

- wire fences, mattresses, screens
~ steel drums and barrels
- lids for glass Jjars

- plumbing equipment

- storage battery cases

- concrete products

- electric plugs/cords

- electric heaters

- electric motors

- pumps

~ woven bags
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Enc]osure 2

B Made inthe Gulag

-r; xports are vntal to the Sovxet economy, and

}- sy

3 an enormous ‘number of these products are-

" organizations’ such-'as ‘Amnesty: International affirm-
E that every xtem exported by'the' S S.R fromaheavy

?«'"component .whxch is: ptoduEed by slave labor::
“time; that. hxoden secrets of

E _,‘pnsoners, and the

: ,a;ket has been con---

nyestigated.
At.the Soviet Trade Delegation in London, Vlad'mu'
-Cheklin'refused to dxscuss~the allegations regarding

Sovxet products rn.-.rketed in Great Britain, asserting, '

A ccusatxons do noteven -
;know whether they re correct
o-reason to get into: the: subyect He has suggested

* fnpefige. - £, . .
queshoners vis :beena themselves to

mamtamxng that what>

.Moscow factorv are:= ;
: e "‘“Bntam fr m the‘ USSR }Moscow ca

,'_'prowded by the prison at Vladmur. The casmgs for

: qL—J made-in- forced -labor: camps.. Russian_emi- ..
grants, exiled dissidents, Jewishg pressure grOups, and .

Thatis why he sees - »

."the radios and televisions are madein camp OU 85/8-
in the Crimea and in 2 camp in Mordovia. Camp 36 in

_Perm manufactures spare parts-as well as electronic
_elements for cathode ray tubes and heating elements
vfor irons, whlch are then sent to the turbo generator..

pnson, has - ngen a. remarkable pncture .of - how
Vladimir prison, situated 120 miles from Moscow, is :
able to sustain its pace in the producnon of Vega radio

thxng is- made in cells which, although only ten’ square
yards in size; contain three men, beds, and a toilet as well:
as all the equipment and machinery necessary for the
‘work. In the cells the lights are sthched onat$s o’clocki
‘the morning and are not put out until 10 o’clock at nigh
Only an hour’s break is provided for exercise.In order to
attain the target of three thousand resistors a day, it is
necessary to work more than eight hours a day. The
lighting and ventilation are dreadful and consequently
;the prisoners’ sight and health deteriorate’ rapidly-The
irst signs of headaches appear. after three months and'|
there is total ‘physical. detenoratzon after six months:
"The daily’; ration of food is measured accordmg to the

he' ongm n'of: p §
ommercral cornpany, and we have nothmg to do wrtb

5 isations’ arise concernmg the use of force
;as. most of these artxcles are sent to workers




«

spoken out—]oseph Lederman, Michael Vais and

| Abraham Sin. They declared that these dolls are made

" | in camps in the Surgut region, in the Tuymenskaya
district, and in the Alma Atinstaya region.. ‘Three

i other _dissidents . who have been . mterwewed
(Lubarsky, Yuri Belov and Nikolai Scharegin) re-.-
ported that' they had made cuckoo- clocks -'and -
wooden chess pieces during their internment in the
\ 'camps in Mordovia, while the KGB arranged for these
P objects to be labelled with the name of a“free” factory -
i “ina village or town. The cuckoos made incamp 19 in -’
" Mordovia, where the “workers” often lose a fmger or

: a. hand- om the outdated: ‘machinery, _,'are -sent - to.
Do Serdobsk: in the Penza region for:final assembly and’
pamtmg,‘,before being: exported. Each’year Britain.
imports two'to three thousand of these clocks. The.
casings- for the:clocks are: also. madein- Mordovxa

" under the.brand name Vega, in. addntnon to the other
. wooden’ artxcles, such ‘as chess’ games or‘sculptured
- figures:: ‘Camps. 5,.7and* ‘19" are- assigned political

_ < prisoners-sentenced to: hard labor;;:who work under
P ,appalhng ‘conditions. As for the souvenir Olympic
" { badges and the mascot bears “Misha” which are sold
\ at the Russian shop in London‘ they come from camp
ON-55 in the Kalinin region
:The Potma camp produces glassware and chande-
P liers. which are exported to the West. In these camps
the prisoners work.the glass in an atmosphere full of
dust and do not weara protectwe mask. There are
 also glassworks in. the women’s camp on ‘Lake Baikal®
"{as-well as’ at Roslavl,: ‘near Smolensk, where bottles
-\ destined’to ‘contain- Moskovskaya vodka are-made. Ina

i camp near’ Grozny horn' ouvemrs' re-made, but’ are
: a amted wooden mgarette

B cuckoo—-— the type which.Lub rsky madein camp 19in
- Mordovxa.,T he co mercxal dxrector of the firm, Nigel®
‘ t:oned Russxan offmxals

made products is the _Razn company
'Day "[have vxsxted most
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. and scientific engineering apparatuses. (all dxstnbuted R
" by the firm Technical and Optical Equipment). - - = T

_cameras, telescopes, microscopes and binoculars. At
_Krasnogorsk components are. made for Zemth and
-Zorki cameras.’ '

; knowing that the goods are produced by forced labor:
. At the beginning of the Seventies, Rank Xerox signed

“had translated “a -letter ' giving” detaxls regardmg

‘factory

-

iceberg of goods ongmatmg in the gulags Cameras,
binoculars and precision instruments are marketed

under the brand names Zenith, Zorki, and Lubitel for |
cameras; Helios for binoculars and lenses; Sekonda
_ for watches and microscopes, measuring instruments

4o s 3
T -

The internal parts of watches and clocks are made :
in the camps in the Chistopol region, which supplies
"the free company Kazan. Camps 35 and 37 (political |
‘internees) make precision equipment which is.sent to .
-a factory in Sverdlovsk, which stamps its own brand
name on the goods. This fact is confirmed by Cronid
:Lubarsky: The camps around Rybinsk on the Volga .
manufacture precision glass and polished lenses for

“In“the. field. of ofﬁce eqmpment Rank Xerox -
provides a classic example of the way in. which an
nternational company can make a purchase without

-an agreement that:it'would sell copiers’ and dupli--
< cators: to: the Soviet. Committee: for: Science and..
Technology and would obtain in exchange Russian -
electric motors destined forits factory in Gloucester
shire. These motors were tobe made by both ordinary
and political prisoners in the.Vladimir prison. This
fact- was "discovered . by Nikolai. Scharegin, who':

modxfxcatxons of the Rank Xerox motors, whlch was .

&4

* Among automobiles, Lada cars now. monopolxze';aﬁ— ‘
Russxan".xport to- the UK® whxle~ the - UMO Ltd

mportw f Belarus tractors, Belaz Iorrxes, and two

produced ina a factory in- Toglxatti on. the banks of the
olga, and are manufactured by ten housand free
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i anﬂ fly-wheels are situated. According to Yuri Belov,

some of these prisoners are “political,” but the’

majority are Baptists. Also in the vicinity of Togliatti
is complex UR-65, which also manufactures parts for
cars. _ o '
- - Four of the main informants have confirmed that
" Lada cars (which are known in Russia under the name
¢ Zhigulis) and other Sovietcars—Moskvich, Chaika,
Volga—are made of parts manufactured by the
victims of the gulags in Mordovia, in Vladimir prison,

in the Perm and Tula regions, and in the surround- -

ings of Krasnoyarsk and Novorossiysk.
\ Yuri Belov himself made wheel cylinders in camp
10, a hard labor camp in Mordovia, where the

temperature fell below minus 20°, and where those

- who did manage to survive slept forty men to one tiny

- -dormitory room. His output was eight hundred

cylinders per day and his food, by-any standard, was
insufficient,” . 7T e .

. " Nikolai Scharegin and'another exile, former en- -
. gineer Lev Kvachevsky, have confirmed that wheel -
- “‘rims for the Lada factory at Togliatti were made °

“in camp 3 at Barashevo. Parts for lorries, agricultural

_ .- machinery and tractors were supplied from the same -
TUisouree. RN . v L ' . ’

. The public rela'fiioné dire'cvtvorr"éf Lada Cars, ”Roger‘

o

i cars are manufactured: in camps or prisons. | have

. Mercer, states, “I do not believe that any parts of our "
; L yp
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‘commerce, ‘specialists admit "that the miring is
~accomplished by forced labor. :.. - .o -
o~ Two hard labor camps are situated at Korkyno in

~ the Chelyabinsk region and near the RiverLena. This -
-has been confirmed by Scharegin. Other work
on diamonds is done in camps near Salekard and -

- heard this mentioned in the past in connection with -

* .- wheel rims and I can’t understand why the dissidents
.+ should bring this up again. I admit that part of the
- final assembly at Togliatti is made outside the firm,

~~ - .. /butl think ‘it’s,_t"oo; great a risk for the Russians to.-
; . entrust products destined for export to prisoners.” e
"~ As for -agricultural equipment, that is made in a.

\,éry large factory.in Dnepropetrovsk which is sup-
:plied by camp-YaE-308/26, according to Lubarsky.
Woodwork;"

lest; represents the United Kingdom’s third largest
import from the U.S.S.R: Nisiety percent of the wood-
enarticles exported by the Soviet Union are made by
prisoners-innorthern Russial.from Murmansk to
Archangel in the west, and in Siberia in the east. This.

aﬁd'i’s.,of_tei}'ié{éighédftd the “politicals” sentenced to

007/11/26 : CIA-RDP85

one of the major Soviet exports to the

_#workis considered the most destructive in the gulag;

- with 229 tons of gold in 1979, by arrangement with
" Switzerland. These fields are situated in Armenia,in .-

*." The packaging of caviar is.reserved for women .
< prisoners. Seven thousand are to be found in camps in
. Sakhalin and on the island of Chikotan in the Kuriles

hard labor. In the Perm region, one of the hard labor
camps is allotted to women who have to work with
saws. At Murmansk there are at least seven hard
labor camps equipped by a special firm mzking sou-
venirs. Other camps of this type are situated around
Archangel and in the lost forests of the Kara Sea.
The British Woodworking Federation maintains
that the timber used in England does not come from
Siberia but is- produced under normal working
conditions. “It is supplied to us from the west of
Russia, from the regions of Murmansk, Archangel,
and the Kara Sea.” T : v
Gold 2nd diamonds are certainly the most lucrative

 of all the Soviet exports to Great Britain. The Russian"

gold fields (the largest in the world) supplied the West

‘the Carpathians and the Urals, around Chelyabinsk, -
Sverdlovsk, and the vast polar regions of Kolyma,
reputedly the coldest places in the northern hemis-
phere. There some thousands of miserable prisoners
mine gold for export. And in this particular area of

PN U A

Mirniy. -~ -

L,

Islands in the Pacific. Red caviar, after extraction

- from the fish, is cleaned and salted by the women,
.. then sent toa free company in Astrakhan to be packed

‘into glass jars for export. The jars are madein another
;camp, at Guriev, on the Caspian Sea, - ~iv /i
Through finance houses in'the City of London
‘right up to the shops in the High Street, and even in
the little shops in the villages, the British buy the
products-of the gulag in.enormous quantities each
-year. Hardly encouraging for the poor- devils who
make them for their masters in the KGB, in the Jost
rchipelago of the prison camps.. . v e ¥
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