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TOPICS AND EVENTS GIVEN MAJOR ATTENTION 1 - 7 FEBRUARY 1971

Moscow (3529 items) Peking (3247 items)
Indochina (6%) 17% Indochina (22%)
[TASS State- (==) €%] [PRC Foreign (==)
ment Ministry Statement
Syrian Party- (0.1%) 6% Domestic Issues (45%)
& Government Dele- Ceylon National Day (=-)
gation in USSR DPRK Army Deay (==)
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. Venus 7 (%) 1% Latin American (3%)
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Iiddle East (o.7%) 1% Commonwealth Conference (2%)
Angels Davis Case (3%) 1% in Singapore
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These statistics are based on the volcecast commentary output of the Moscow and
Peking domestic and international radio services. The term “commentary” is used
tu denote the lengthy item—radio talk, speech, press article or editorlal, govern-
ment or party statement, or diplomatic note. Items of extensive reportage are
. counted as commentaries.

Figures in parentheses indicate volume of comment during the preceding week.

Topics and events glven major attention in terms of volume are not always
discussed in the body of the Trends. Some may have been covered in prior issues;
in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significance.
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' INDOCHINA

High-level Vietnomese communist reaction to the 8 Februnry move-
ment of U.S.-supported ARVN troops into Laos comes on the 10th

in DRV and PRG government statements which say that ouch "maneuvers'
as naving President Thieu issue a statement cannot hide the fact
that it is the Americans who have invaded Laos. The DRV statement
asserts that further proof of U.S. "hypocrisy" regarding r.
political settlement is shown by the fact that the Nixon Administra-—
tion within the past 10 months has expanded the war to two
countries~-Cambodia and Laos. The statements echo a DRV foreign
ministry statement and a PRG government statement on the 5th in warning
the massing of U.S. troops near the 17th parallel may presage nev
actions against the DRV.

The DRV Government statement says vaguely that "the Vientiane
adminlstration, through arguments that turn black into white,"

has tried %o Justify the Saigon and U.S. encroachments on Laos.

But like other propaganda, it maintains the usual silence regarding
the DRV troop presence and obscures the fact that the allied opera-
tion is aimed at Vietnamese communist bases and supply routes in Laos.

Peking first officially protested the buildup of allied forces oun the
Laotian oorder in a L4 February foreign ministry statement. Another
foreign ministry statement on the 8th scored allied ground attacks
and called the "large-scale invasion" of Laos a provocation against
China--a formule also used in the past in connection with U.S.
"escalation" against Cambodia and the DRV. The first explicit
Peking reaction to the move into Laos on the 8th appeared late cn

the 9th in an NCNA dispatch which only briefly alluded to Thieu's
announcement while stressing U.S. responsibility for the move.

While high-level Soviet condemnation of rumored allied moves
against Laos had come in remarks by Kosygin orn 1 and 2 February
and iz the TASS statement on the 3d, there has to date been no
formal Soviet protest over the ARVN move. However, on the 10th
Moscow radio reports that during a meeting with DRV Politburo
member Le Thanh Nghi--concluding a tour to negotiate aid agree-
ments--Kosygin voiced "resolute condemnation" of the intrusion
of U.5. and South Vietnamese troops into Laos as well as the
"outrages" in Cambndia and "constant violations" of DRV
sovereignty.

DRV GCVERM'ENT, PRG ISSUE PROTESTS ON ALLIED “INVASION" OF LAOS

While routine Hanoi and Front propaganda within a matter of' hours
acknowledged President Thieu's 8 February announcement of the
movement of South Vietnamese troops into Laos, the official
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protests in the form of government statements were not released
T until the 10th~~the day after an NLHS Central Committee statement
' was issued. Both the DRV and PRG government stetements duly
endorse the NLHS statement condemning the eggression against Laos.

Both Vietnamese communist statements ridicule President Nixon's
"trick" of having Thieu make the announcement; both say that this
cannot hide the U,S. role and that the United States is violating
the 1962 Geneva agreements. The PRG refers very briefly to the
Vientiane government in "severely condemning the pro-American
Vientiane administration for alding the American aggressors and
their henchmen." The DRV statement goes further with an implicit
acknowledgment of the Laotian Government statement which regretted
the incursion but placed primary responsibility on the DRV for
its aggression against Laos. Thus the DRV statement says veguely:
"The Vientiane administration, through arguments that turn black
into white, has striven to Justify the Americans and Saigon
puppet administration's encroachment on Laotian sovereignty . . . ."
Both government statements see the move against Laos as further
evidence of U.S. intent to pursue a military course. Observing
that within 10 months the Nixon Administration has expanded the
A war to two countries, Cambodia and Lans, the DRV statement
L says this proves that the Administration does not want peace
and shows "the deceitful nature of the so-called five-point peace
plan and all other initiatives." Like other propaganda, the
statements reaffirm Indochinese solidarity and predict that '"all
strata" of the Laotian people will enter the struggle. Regarding
any "new military adventure'" against North Vietnam, the DRV
statement "sternly warns" that the Vietnamese people, "with high
vigilance," will certainly defeat any such adventure.

INITIAL REACTION TO The first Vietnamese communist acknowledg-—
THIEU ANNOUNCEMENT ment of President Thieu's announcement
N on the 8th came in a Liberation Radio
' broadcast at 1300 GMT, some 10 hours after Thieu's statement
K was broadcast by Saigon radio. The radio commentary, echoing
earlier propaganda on rumored allied moves, declared cryptically
that "before the indignation of public opinion, Nixon did not
dare to directly order the attack against the Laotian liberated
area but ordered Thieu to do it on the morning of 8 February."
The commentary said that the "U.S. imperialists' frenzied act"
can "in no way save the dangerous situation of the Vientiane
reactionary clique,'" and it claimed that ''the U.S. aggressors
and their henchmen in Saigon, Phnom Penh, and Vientiane in the past
year and early days of 1971" have suffered '"pitiful setbacks."
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Another Liberation Radio commentary an hour later said everyone
knows it is the United States that is reoponsible for the large-
scale aggression, which is a "brazen'" violation of the 1962 Geneva
agreement. The commentary, of course, said nothing specifically
about the nature and locus of the operation in remarking that
"Nixon and the lackey cllque have been making round-sbout and
deceitful allegations on the nature, purpose, and duration of

the military operations and the level of U.S. participation."

An LPA commentary on the 9th ridiculed the statements by the U.S.
command in Saigon that no U.S. ground combat forces are involved
in the Laos operation, saying "it is clear that this large-scale
operation was schemed and staged and is being commanded by the
United States with the direct participation of 9,000 U.S. troops
of the 10lst Airborne, Americal, and 5th Mechanized Infantry
divisions. Like eariier comment, it scored the Vientiane
administration, charging that "in the face of the serious U.S.
acts of aggression against the Lao people, the Vientiane
authorities, dancing to their U.S. master's tune, at first
pretended to know nothing about the attack on southern Laos and
even tried to plead for it."

The first DRV reaction came in a commentary broadcast by Hanoi
radio within the hour after the second Liberation Radio
commentary. In addition to noting Thieu's announcement of '"the
aggressive attack in Laos called Lam Son T719," it cited the
MACV statement that the United States will provide any
necessary air power--—comtat or logistical, aircraft or
helicopters--to support the Saigon ground troops and air force.
The broadcast added that after more than a week-long news
embargo designed to ward off censure by public opiniorn, "Nixon
resorted to the trick of having Thieu make the order public."
It recalled that the Cambodian incursion was carried out under
the "pretext" of destroying "communist" sanctuaries, and it
said similar allegations are being made now.

Like the Front, Hanoi condemned the invasion as "trampling" on
the sovereignty, independence, and neutrality of Laos and

as a "new extremely serious violation of the 1962 Geneva agreements."

Notably, however, the Hanoi broadcast went on to directly
criticize Souvanna Phouma, saying that though aware beforehand,
he "pretended to ignore and did not seek to prevent the action."
It added that on the contrary, "he employed vile arguments to
accuse the Vietnamese people of staging aggression against Laos."
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EARLIER DRV, PRG Hanoi's first official protest over the
PROTEST STATEMENTS rumored ground action ageinst Laos came in
a DRV Foreign Ministry statement n the 5th,
echoing and endorsing an NLHS Central Committee stateme -~ >f the
4bth. (The 1 February DRV Foreign Ministry statement h: discussed
only air power escalation in Indochina.) The Front gov rnment
also endorsed the NLHS protest in a statement dated the 5th and
carried by Front media on the 6th. Both the DRV and PRG state-
ments use languege similar to the Pathet Lao's in condemning the
buildup of a large force of U.S. and Saigon troops. But while
the DRV statement refers merely to carrying out "the plan of
aggression against Laos on a larger scale," the PRG's claims
that "large-scale aggressive attacks have been conducted
against Laos."

The DRV statement differs from that of the PRG in its references
to "extremist reactionaries" in the Vientiane administration as
well as army, and in its claim that the U.S. "act of aggressica"
against Laos is "wrecking" the meeting between the representatives
of the two princes in Laos and the NLHS' efforts to settle the
Laotian problem peacefully.

Both the DRV and PRG statements are notable for their interjection
of the notion that the concentration of larger fcrces in the

area near the 17th parallel indicates that the United States is
planning-~-in the words of VNA--"new military adventures against
the DRV." Both statements also condemn the new ARVN operation

in Cambodia.

PATHET LAQ CONTINUES SERIES OF PROTESTS OVER ATTACKS ON LAOS

The first offlcial communist protest following President Thieu's
announcement on the 8th was the NLHS Central Committee statement--
dated the 8th but broadcast on the 9th. It claims that the
operation, involving '"nearly 50 battalions," came in the wake

of the United States and South Vietnam "having moved elements

of their forces into Laotian territory since 1 February.'* The

% Trior to Thieu's 8 February announcement there were a series
of protests of allied actions, including the one from the NIHS
Central Committee on the kth which charged that large South
Vietnamese and U.S. forces were conducting operations against
Laos ."in coordination with the Vientiane puppet army."
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statement condemns this "extremely serious escalation" of the

war and describes Thieu's "claims about the space and time

limits as well as the objJectives of the operation" as "deceitful."
It bluntly labels as "false" assertions "that no U.S. ground
troops are taking part in this operation.”

The statement calls on the Lao people to "punish" the invaders
and defeat the operation, and it calls on other governments

and people to "take strong and effective acts" against the
"aggressors" and to demand that theyv put an end to the "brutal
aggressive operation." According to the Pathet Lao news agency
version, it also accuses the "Vientiane administration" of
"pretending to protest" against the allied invasion while in

fact "shielding this aggressive operation.”" This appears to be
an allusion to the Laotian Government communique broadcast by
Vientiane radio at 0530 GMT on the 8th--some two hours after
Thieu's announcement. The communique requested the immediate
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Laotian territory and asked
the nations. responsible for implementation of the Geneva
agreements on Laos to take appropriate measures to assure
compliance with the agreements. Expressing regret that "foreign
troops.of countries which signed the agreements" had decided

"of their own accord to select Laotian territory as their battle-
field," the communique placed "primary responsibility" for the
current fighting on the DRV and its vpast and continuing violations
of the agreements, but warned that "other foreign troops can in
no way vse this as an excuse to violate the borders of the
kingdom of Lsos."

An "urgent message" from Scuphanouvong to Souvanna Phouma, also
dated the 8th but not broadcast by the Pathet Lao radio until the
10th, scores the "new massive military invasion of Laos" by U.S.
and South Vietnamese forces, '"coordinating" with "Vientiane
troops."” Souphanouvong calls it "deplorable" that "Your Excellency
also makes gestures and commits acts which the U.S. imperialists
and lackeys might use to cover their war of aggression and fool
public opinion both at home and abroad." He appeals to Souvanna
to "take necessary measures to.compel the warmongering U.S.
imperialists and ultrarightist clique to immediately cease such
barbarous acts of aggression."

In an earlier message to Souvanna, dated 2 February and broadcast
on the lbth, Souphanouvong had called upon him to avoid being

used by.the "U.S. imperialists and lackeys" and claimed that the
United States and Laotian rightists had "obstructed and delayed"
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the plenipotentiaries' meeting and were seeking "to destroy any
NLHS attempt to peacefully settle the Laotian problem."

The allied operations in Laos are also denounced in e stetement

by the Patriotic Neutralist Forces Alliance Comrmittee, dated the
9th and broadcast the next day, whi:h expresses support for

earlier NLHS statements and protests that sllied actions undermine
NLHS efforts to achieve a peaceful solution of the Leotian

problem. An earlier statement from the committee, dated !4 February
end broadcast on the 6th, had similarly charged that allied
operations were sabotaging NLHS attempts to bring about a

meeting between plenipotentiaries of the two Laotian princes to
reach a peaceful settlement.

An NLHS Central Committee "appeal,'" dated the Tth and broadcast.
by Pathet Lao media two days later,.called on the Lao people to
unite and to "develop the powerful people's war" to drive out the
"aggressors." It decried the "open armed invasion" as an
"insolent challenge" to the lao people, and it warned--uniquely--
that Laotian.territory is "not a battlefield favorable to the
development of their modern armed forces." The appeal called
upon signatories of the Geneva agreement on Laos to "condemn

and protest" the invasion and to compel the aggressors "to stop
the war escalsation in Laos and immediately and totally withdraw."
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PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENTS SCORE LAOS OPERATIONS
FOREIGN MINISTRY A PRC Foreign Ministry statement on 8 February

STATEMENT ON 8TH endorses the NLHE Central Committee statement
of the U4th and echoes it3 condemnation of the
"large-scale invasion of Laos." The foreign ministry statement,

carried some 17 hours after the broadecast of Thieu 's announcement
of the allied operation, makes no mention of Thieu's official
announcement but charges that the Nixon Administration has now
ended efforts to "cover up its criminal scheme" and has "flagrantly
invaded Laos." It asserts that the United States and its

"lackeys in Saigon and Bangkok have dispatched armed forces in

the tens of thousands to launch large-scale attacks on the

southern areas of Laos from the air and on the ground."

It calls the "invasion" a "provocation" against the Chinese and
other peoples--a formulation applied to U.S. actions in
Indochina in the 13 December Chinese party-goverment statement
supporting the 10 December DRV party-government appeal. The

4 May 1970 PRC Government statement assailing the U.S. incursion
into Cambodia and the bombing of the DRV had similarly
characterized these actions as provocations against the Chinese
people.

Observing that "Laos is a close neighbor of China,' the foreign
ministry statement promises in standard terms to make "all-out
efforts in giving support and assistance to the peoples of Laos,
Vietnam, and Cambodia." The last previous official PRC state-
ment on Laos, a foreign ministry statement on 26 March 1970,
also noted that Laos is China's close neighbor but contained a
warning that '"the Chinese people absolutely will not sit idly
by while U.S. imperialism acts wantonly in Laos"-~a threat
which had not been raised in Peking's elite pronouncemenis for
some years and which has not been repeated since.®

The Chinese Foreign Ministry statement on the 8th does not
mention the DRV Foreign Ministry and PRG statements of the 5th,
btut, like them, it scores the new South Vietnamese operation
in Cambodia and raises the possibility of a threat to the DRV,

¥ See the 1 April 1970 TRENDS, pages 16-17, for a discussion of
the 26 March 1970 PRC Foreign Ministry statement protesting
intensified bombing of Laos and the introduction of "Thai
accomplice troops."
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AFFAIRS articles in September 1969 and October 1968 Belyayev

had supported Cairo's proposition that passage of Israeli

ships through the canal should be dependent on settlement of

the refugee question. (According to U.S. press reports--but

not Cairo radio's 9 February account--an Egyptian official
spokesman reaffirmed this position, declaring that passage of
Israeld. ships through the canal is included in the Security
Council resolution but the refugee problem must be solved first.)

PRAVDA COMPLAINS OF U.S.: ATTITUDE IN BIG FOUR TALKS

Moscow thus far has not acknowledged tne 5 February State
Department anncuncement that the United States has informed the
USSR, Britain, and France of its readincss to open preliminary
discussion on Big Four guarantees of a Middle East peace settle-
ment at the four-power session on 12 February. While the Soviet
proposals on a settlement--last set forth in the 15 October
PRAVDA by Primakov--call for Big Four or Security Council
guarantees, this aspect has been given little attention in
routine propaganda. TASS on 1 February did report Averell
Harriman as saying, in a speech in Florida, that his recent

trip to Moscow convinced him "that the Soviet Union 'stands
ready to join in effective four-power guarantees'" for a peaceful
settlement.

PRAVDA on 10 February does, however, offer an unusual discussion
of the Big Four role and berate the United States for its
position in the four-power consultation, apparently without
mentioning the U.S. proposal. TASS generally reports briefly
on Big Four sessions, but only infrequently in the past several
months has Moscow touched on a fourepower role in a settlement:
Kudrysvtsev in August, for example, called on the four to promot=
a settlement and said Jarring's mission should be given a
"practical program of action," and Gromyko in his 21 October
UNGA address, after referring to the Jarring mission, said the
four powers must contribute to a settlement.

liow PRAVDA's New York correspondent Kolesnichenko, as reported
by TASS on the 10th, says that "UN informed circles" point out
that the United States refuses to discuss "substantial questions"
of a political settlement in the Big Four sessions. Noting that
the American press says the United States is meking efforts
through "so-called 'quiet diplomacy'" to eliminate the crisis,
Kolesnichenko charges that Washington is actually blocking the
work of tiie Big Four and would like to doom the consultations

to failure. In view of the cease-fire extension and the "new
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emerging situation," giving the United States a "real possi-
bility" to display quiet diplomacy, Kolesnichenko says it
should be expected that the Americans would not oppose
"adoption of coordinated decisions" aimed at securing the
earliest polivical settlement. He particularly complains

that at the four-power meeting on 4 February the U.S.
representative opposed the opinion of the other three, and
turned down Soviet and French proposals, on a coordinated
statement stressing the need for full implementation of
Resolution 242 and particularly the need for Israeli withdruwal.
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charging that the United States is "wildly plotting to launch
o sudden attack on '~ 1 Vietnam." The statement maintains
that "such rabid act. ova the part of the Nixon Government can
only arouse the Laotian people and the other peoples of
Indochine to even more resolute resistance and hasten its
thorcugh defeat.”

FOREIGN MINISTRY Peking's first officlal denunciation of the

STATEMENT ON 4TH concentration of allied troops on the Laotian
borlder came in a PRC Forelgn Ministry state-

ment on the 4th which 1led off with an attack on Secretary Rogers'

29 Jenuary press conference remarks: It cited the Secretary

as saying that there would be no limit on U.S. air operations

in Indochina and that the United States would nct foreclose uany

possibility of other action. The statement went on to charge

that "in the past few days" U.S. and South Vietnamese forces

have been concentrated on the Laotian border, Thai troops

"directed by the United States" have acted in coordination, and

"in order to cover the invasion of Laos" by South Vietnamese

and Thal forces the U.S. air force has been carrying out

concentrated bombing on the southern areas of Laos. The state-

ment maintained that public opposition caused the Administration

to black out news but that the "premeditated" nature of the new

"military adventure" is well known and can be demonstrated by the

existence of a "secret agreement" between Saigon and the "Laotian

rightist troops" on the entry of South Vietnamese troops into Laos.

The 4 February statement endorsed statements by the NLHS Central
Committee spokesman on allied incursions and the DRV Foreign
Ministry on U.S. air strikes escalation, both on 1 February, and
by the PRG Foreign Ministry and a spokesman for Sihanouk's
government (RGNU) on operations in Laos, on the 24 and 3d,
respectively. It predicted that "U.S. imperialism" will "suffer
even more severe punishmcnt" by the Indochinese people and
reaffirmed that it is China's duty to give all-out support and
assistance, adding that the Chinese people "absolutely will not
allow U.S. imperialism to do whatever it pleases in Indochina."

REACTION TO Peking's first explicit reaction to the incursion

INCURSION into Laos came in an NCNA dispatch on the 9th
charging that the United States on the day

before had dispatched "large numbers of U.S. and South Vietnamese

puppet troops bto invade the liberated zone in southern Laos on a

large scale." The dispatch laid the responsibility for the move
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on the Unlted States, clting Stote Department spokesoman McCloskey
as having "udmitted" that President Nixon made the basic deciolon.
A subsequent NCNA report, dated the 10th, mentioned that the

United States and "the Thieu-Ky clique" had announced the incursion,
but Peking has otherwlgse lgnored Thicu's announcement in favor of
concentrating on the U,S. role in "masterminding" the actlion.

The NCNA report on the 10th, enumerating the "fallacies" in tue

8 February State Department statement, suppressed several key
points in the statement. While responding to the points that

no American combat troops will enter Laos, that the operation
will be a limited one, that it is dcsigned to protect American
lives, that it 's consistent with international law, and that
the United States has consistently sought to end the Indochina
conflict through negotimations, NCNA's account failed to mention
the clatement's refersice to sanctuaries and supply routes s.
the target of the action, and it ignored all references to the
Geneva accords and machinery. NCNA interpreted the statement's
reiteration of President Nixon's five-point proposal of last
October as reflecting an intention to "make the three Indochinesc
peoples surrender in face of the military pressure" of the United
States. NCNA all but ignored the statement's assertion that the
operation is fully consistent with international law, a claim
dismissed as "not worth a word of refutation."

PRC media's only mention of the Geneva conference machinery
appeared in an NCNA dispatch on the 9th quoting a statement by

the spokesman of the DRV delegation a* the Paris talks

denouncing the British Government for having declared its support
of the incursion into Laos.* The dispatch quoted the DRV statement
ac taking note of Britain's cochairmanship of the 1962 Geneva
conference and blaming the Conservative government for cooperating
with the United States in undermining ihe 1962 agreements. In
Peking's own reaction to the British Government's statement
supporting the operation in Laos, an NCNA report on the 9th
avoided any mention of the Geneva conference. It did, however,
acknowledge the charge made in the statemenc that North

Vietnamese troops were in Laos. In contrast to the attack on
Britein, NCNA on the 9th favorably quoted French President Pompidou

* While Peking only occasionally mentions the Paris talks, there
is a recent precedent for its publicizing statements by the
communist delegations at the talks: On 26 November Peking
publicized the delegations' statements announcing the postponement
of the session of the Paris talks scheduled for that week.
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on Laos, includlng hls remark that "there will be no settlement
and no pecace in Southeast Aspis without cespation of nll foreign
intervention."

In the most authorltative Chlnese comment oince the 8 Februsry
foreign ministry statement, a PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article
on the 10th repcated the foreign ministry's charges regarding
allied operations in Laos and Cambodia as well as the warning
about a surprise attack on North Vietnam. Exprescing confidence
that the people of Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia are "strong

- enough" to defeat the allies, Commentator renewed the standard

' pledge that the Chinese provide a "powerful backing" and

"a1l-out support" for the Indochinese people in their struggle.

MOSCOW COMMENT, KOSYGIN DEPLORE "ESCALATION" IN INDOCHINA

~ Soviet media have stepped up thelr propegarda attacks on U.S.

' Indochina policy following Kosygin's 2 February call for world
public opinion to condemn allied activity in Laos and the
3 February TASS statement's denunciation of the "armed
intrusion" into Laos. Moscow publicizes voluminous reports
of protest meetings in the USSR and abroad and culls state-
ments critical of the allied action from the foreign press.
In continuing at the same time to call for a negotiated settle-
ment and expressing general support for the Indochinese peoples,
the comnent hews closely to the language of the TASS statement.

Against the background of the TASS statement and Kosygin's

earlier charge on 1 Febtrusry that "an outrageous invasion of

Laos is underway," Moscow media obscured the date of the 8 February
South Vietnamese crossover into Laos. Soviet media's first
reaction to the GVN announcement came in a TASS Washington dispatch
at 0832 GMT on the 8th which said U.S. military authorities
"confirmed reports of the invasion of Laos by American-Saigon
troops" but gave no date.

A subsequent, longer TASS dispatch from New York took note of
Thieu's statement. It reported that the United States "officially
admitted the fact of armed incursion into the territory of neutral
Laos" and added that "their mouthpiece, puppet Saigon 'president'

¢ Thieu, declared that South Vietnamese trnops supported by the
U.S. Air Force had invaded the territory of Lsos." TASS did not
elaborate on the substance of Thieu's statement. It did, however,
note "Saigon" reports that the operation was "designed for a period
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of from 10 dnys to one month." [L went on to denounce "the
criminal aggresoion of the Unlted Stotes in Indochina," which
it oald han "entered o new dangerous sluge," and Lo warn
vaguely that "the U.S. Administroation has asoumed heavy
revponolbllity to world and Amerlican publlic opinion for Ito
aftermath.”

An cditorial In PRAVDA on the 8th, as rcported by Radlo Moscow
and TASS, charged the tnited Stutes with cocalating the war

"on ull fronts of Indochina." It cited ns evidence reporto
that the U.8. alr roido on South Vietnmwn, Crmbodia, wnd Lunos
"are now on o scale without equal at any time In the

Indochina war." At the same time, it added, "tcns of

thousands of soldiers in the army of Washington's Suigon hirelings
have, with American air and naval support, been moved Into
Cambodin und Luos." PRAVDA ulso noted that "in the northern
part of South Vietnam neurly 30,000 American and Galgon troops
have begun the biggest punitive operution in the past 10 months
on the borders with the DRV and with Laos."

To Judge from American press reports, the PRAVDA editorial said,
"the Pentogon is planning o further escalation of {ts criminal
war." Without elaborating on these "plans," it went on to
charge that "new U.S. aggressive actions in Indochina are a
brazen violation of the U.l. Charter, nn affront to international
law, and a breach of the 195h nnd 1962 Genevn ngrecments.”

After calling in standnrd termo for a politlcal settlement in
Indochina, PRAVDA concluded with a quotation from the 3 Februnry
TASS statement: "The Victnamese, Laotians, and Cambodlians have
the unflagging und determined support of the Coviet Union und
other socialist counteles,”

Other Moscow comment hng taken Britain and the United States
to task for their attitudes toward the Geneva accords. A TASS
commentary by Kharkov on the B8th nssailed London for supporting
the nllied action in Laos. Without mentioning Moccow's own
role In the Geneva accords, Kharxov sald that "the British
Government, being a cochairman of the Geneva conference on
Laos, cannot but know that the american-Salgon aggression
against the Lactian pecople is a most flagrant violation of the
1962 accords." It added that "instend of pressing for an
implicit fulfillment of thesc wgreements which guaranteed lLaos
ncutrality, independence, and territorial integrity, London
assumes the unseemly mission of an apologist of America's
sanguinary banditry."
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An article by Mayevukiy In PRAVDA on the 10Lh, nu reported by
TASS, charged that the "invaslon of ILmos by U.0. military nnd
Galgon puppeto Lo n shametecon tLrampling underfoot of
international law; {t lo an outrage ngalnet the principles of
the UN Chnrter nnd the Geneva agreements signel by the United
Utates.”" The "Utnte Department ntatement on Laco," Mayevekly
added, 1o "nothing ecloe but an effort to Justify brigandage"
and rafsens the question: "What are U,8. signatures under

international documents renlly worth?"

KOSYGIN'S MEETING According Lo Hadlo Moscow, Premler

WITH LE THANH NGHI Kosygin "received" DRY Politburo member
and Deputy Premier Le Thanh Nghi on

10 February =nd hnd "n cordial nnd comradely talk" with aim,

The radio andded that Le Thanh Nghi "spoke of the nggravation

of the situntion i{n Indochina, emphasizing the dangecvrousn

nature of the anctions of U.8, imperinlism directed at

brondening the aggression in Lacs and Cambodla and at organizing

new provocations against the DRV."

In language morc restrained than his remarko on Luos on 1 and 2
Februnry, Koaygin, the radio said, "condemned the intrusion

of American-Snigon troops into Luos, their outrages in Cambodia,
and the constant violation of DRV territory." The radio's
nccount cited no direct responsc by Kosygin to Le Tharh Nghi's
charge that the United States lo organizing "new provocations"
ngninat the DRV, The Soviet Premier ptoted that the govern-
ment of the USSR "resolutely condemns the aggressive actions
of the United States in Indochina," the broadcast sald, and
"once again confirmed the determination of the Soviet Union to
afford all-sided support to the DRV in repelling imperialist
ngercssion and {n bullding socialism." As usual, there wus no
claboration on the form this "all-sided support" would take.

TASS reported the day before that Le Thanh Nghi, "who stopped
over in Moscew," met with Deputy Premier lovikov on the 9th
for a "friendly tanlk." On the same day, it added, the two
deputy premiers signed an agreement on "the Soviet Union's
additional technical assistance to the DRV."

During a January-February tour of Soviet bloc countries, the DRV
official wns reported by bloc media to have signed agreements
with Hungary, Poland, and East Germany. The last monitored
report of Le Thanh Nghi's whereabouts prior to the 9 February
TASS report on his presence in Moscow was a b February Radio
Sofia item saying thut he had "left" the country following a
"vacation." The report did not indicate his destination.
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TASS ON PRC On 9 February TASS reported the PRC Forelgn
STATEMENT Minlutry otatement supporting the Patheu Lo

stutement, of the hth, fncluding the Chlnese
pledge to glve "every pousible nosistanee and support” to the
[ndochinese peoples.  But 'TAGS did nol mentlon the Cnlnese
churges that the Unlted States 1o "plotting Lo lnunch o sudden
nttack on the DRV" and that the Lnotian fncursion {s "n grave
provoce lon not only ngninot the three peoples of Indochina
but ngainot the Chinese people and the people of the whole world
ne well,"  Moscow hns reported Chinese statemonte on Vietnam in
Lhe pnot:  TASS in English and RQuasian revorted the 13 December
Chinese gtatement on the 10 December DHV Joint party-government
nppeal,

Moscow's publicity for the PRC statement nccords with the Jovied
propngandn appeal for the Chinese to Join in the "nnti-imperioallst"
movement . Bul while thus gseeking to demonstrate Sovict concern
for unity in Its propaganda for general consumption, Moscow hag
continued in {ts broadensts to the PRC to nccuse the Chinese of
nnbotnging united netion and piaying into the honds of the United
dtates on Indochina. A 9 February broudcust to the Chinege
charged, for example, that while the United Stutez is escalating
the war in that arca and "cannons are thundering and bombts are
dropping nenr the PRC frontier,”" the Chinese leadership ig
limiting 1ts response to "verbal” nssaults on lmperiolism and

ls committed to n policy of "doing nothing in particular® in
Indochinn. Chinn's "commitment to nonintervention in Vietnam,"
the brondenst added, has encouraged "U.S. militarists to think
that they will not be punished for their currently esculating
nggression in Indoching.”

Moscow has 1gnored Gtate Depuartment press spokesman McCloskey's
8 Februnry remarks thut the action in Lnos would pose no threat

to th+ Soviet "nion or the PRC and that it remains U.S. policy
to improve relations with beth countries,
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DRV SCORES U,S. STRIKES IN DMZ, QUANG BINH, LISTS "WAR CRIMES"

A series of DRV Foreign Minlstry spokecoman'so statements {gssued
on 5, 6, and 9 February ''sternly condemn" alleged U.S. bombings
agninst the demilitarized zone (DMZ) and Quang Binh Province,
ao usunl terming them "acto of war."

The protest on the $th "sternly denounced" what it called "fresh
bombings of urcar in the northern part of the DMZ." It claimed
thot on 31 Jonuary and 1 and 3 February, the United Jtates
"agaln sent many alrcraft, including B-52's, to drop many
demolition and steel pellet bombo or Huong Lap villuge" and that
"ut the same vime, U.S. artillery from south of the DMZ fired

on Vinh Son v.llage," both of which "lie north of the 1Tth
parallel in the DMZ belonging to DRV territory."

The same turgeto--Huong Lap and Vinh Son villages--sre listed
in the protest of the 6th, while that of the 9th protests
alleged bombingo agalnst only Huong Lap. Both protests echo
the spokesman on the 5th in charging thet B-52's and artillery
were used against the targets--on the Lth, according to the
statement of the 6th, and successively from 5-7 February,
nccording to the one on the 9th.

The foreign ministry spokesman on 6 February makes the additional
charge that on 4 February U.S. plancs "lired rockets at an area

in Quang Binh Frovince" and says the Vietamese armed forces and
people are 'determined to appropriately punish" all U.S. encroach-
ments and "war acts" agalnst the DRV--a warning perhaps directed
rt the admitted U.S. action above the DMZ.*

WAR CRIMES VNA on 9 February releases a DRV War Crimes
COMMUNIQUE Commission communique on alleged U.S. war crimes
in both North and South Vietnam during January,
calling them evidence of U.S. preparations for '"new military
a¢ventures to intensify and expand the war to the whole of
Indochina." In addition to routine charges of U.S. crimes in
South Vietnam, the communique says that "using South Vietnam

® The U.S. Command announced in Saigon on 5 February that a
U.S. F-105 fighter-bomber on the 4th fired two Shrike missiles
at a North Vietnamese antiaircraft installation about 30 miies
north of the DMZ. The strikes were described ac "protective
reaction."
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ap o springboard," the Unlted Ututeos "throw tens of thousands
of puppet troops" In coordination with U.J. forces agninst
Cnmbodin and Lnowv in late Jnnuary nnd early Februanry.

In the context of crimen agulast North Vietnam, the communique
cites ng fartler documentattion of the U,5, attitude Secretary
Rogersn' 29 Junuary remark that the United Gtates "would use
ito air power without restriction at any place in Indochina."
Charging thal the Nixon Adminiotration continued to "encroach
on the DRV'y goverelgnty und securlty," the communique asserts
that the United States aloo "went on with ito bellicose and
saucy threats" aguinst the Vietnamese, Luo, and Cambodian
pcopleo. It routinely cnumerates U.S. reconnaisoance actlions
over the North as well as alleged air otrikeo in the DMZ and
northern provinces as rimeg aguinst the DRV.

REPORTS OF PARIS TALKS PLAY DOWN COMMENT ON LAOS., POW ISSUE

The VA and LPA accounts of the communiost delcgates' statements

at the 10lst session of the Paris talks on U February-—drastically
truncated in comparizson to the actual texts--obscure their
detalled discussion of the developing Loos situation and of the
"escolation" in Coambodin. This treatment is in keeping with the
frequently abbreviated reports of the delcgates' statements,

and thus would not sppear to be of undue significance. The
statements themselves were in line with Vietnamese communist
propaganda on Laos at the time of the secssion.

Thus the VNA ard LPA accounts of the sescion suggest that PRG
delegate Mme., Nguyen Thi Binh concentrated on scoring the
President 's Vietnamization program and on vilifying the GVN
for helping to carry it out. Neither account notes her
detailed presentation of charges against the United States

in Cambodia and T-os.

Similarly, the VNA account ignores DRV delegate Xuan Thuy's
specific charges against the United States with respect to
Cambodia and Laos. It does report that Thuy, "after recalling
the latest U.S. acts aimed at prolonging and expanding thz war

in Cambodia and laos,"”" charged that the Nixon doctrine——%o

which Thuy devoted half his statement--"has now been laid bare

as one aime~d at making aggression with new methods, using Asians
to fight Asians, under U.S. command, with U.S. material supplies,
air and naval support, not excluding the support of U.S. ground
forces."
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The VNA account doen note that in thelr additlonal remarks,

Mme. Binh and Xuan Thuy "lald bare the tortuous contentions

of the United States and its puppets and sternly condemned the
latter's nggreosion in Laos and war expunsion and intensification
throughout Indochinu."

The VNA account notes the buildup of anllied forces in the
northern part of South Vietnam in charging that U.8. Ambassador
Bruce "tried to distort the grave situation caused by the

United Stutes in Laos in an attempt to cover up the concentration
of teno of thousands of U.S. and Snlgon troops along the
Vietnamese-Lao border in preparation for an cggreooion against
Laos."

VNA nlso carefully records the fact that both communist
delegntes in staudard terms called for the MNixon Administration
to engage seriously in the Paris talks.

POW 1SSUE VNA pays that at the session the "delegate of the
Thicu-Ky~Khiem clique nerely recpeated old
contentions about the go-called ‘'cease-fire' and 'prisoners of
war' questions." Thus it gives no indication that GVN delegate
Lam put on the Paris record the proposal by GVN Foreign Minister
Lam that the GVN atd North Vietnam immediately reclease all sick
and wounded prisoners of war, including American airmen held
in the North. The proposal was mzde on 26 January at a press
conference following the 24 January GVN releasc of 37 disabled
North Vietnamese prisoners.® (The VNA account of the 94th
sesslon on 10 December similarly had given no indication of the
nature of the allied proposal for the immediate release of all
North Vietnamese prisoners held in the South in exchange for
GVN, U.S., and other allied prisoners.)

The VNA account made no reference at all to the fact that
Anbassador Bruce slso raised the POW issue, challenging the
communists to fulfill their obligations to sick and wounded
prisoners or face continued condemnation. .

® See the TRENDS of 27 January, puges 1l1-12.
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HANOT, PEKING BELATEDLY REPORT SIHANOUK VISIT TO DRV

Hanol on 9 February provides the firot publle confirmation of a
two-week Olhanouk vizlit to North Vietnam.® VNA announced that

he arrived in Hanol orn 26 Juauary for a "friendly visit" at the
invitation of DRV President Ton Duc Thang. According to VNA,
Sihanouk was welcomed by Thang, Le Duan, Truong Chinh, Pham Van
Dong, Vo Nguyen Glap, and other DRV leaders. Another VHNA report
noted that Sihanouk held "many tolks and exchanges of vicwpointg"
with President Thang and "other state lcaders." The exchanges
were held, according to VNA, in an "atmosphere full of militant
solldarity, fraternal friendship, and complete mutual conflidence"
and the two sldes "uchieved o unanimity of viewos on all problems
raised."

An NCNA report datelined 9 February announced Sihanouk's return
to the Chinese capltal that day. Among the Chinese lcaders
greeting him at the airport were Chou En«lai, Chief of Staff
Huang Yung-sheng, Vice Premier Li Hsien-nien, and Deputy Chief
of Staff Wu Fa-hsien.

®* Sihanouk's last visit to the DRV, from 25 May to 8 June 1970,
was discussed in the 10 June 1970 TRENDS, pages 7 and 8.
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MIDDLE EAST

MOSCOW WELCOMES UAR CEASE-FIRE EXTENSION, SUEZ PROPOSAL

In o low volume of comment on UAR President as-Sadat's

I February speech to the Natlonal Assembly, Moscow welcomes
Calro's "peaceful LInitiative" In extending the ccuse~fire for
ennther 30 duyo, until 7 Merch, and In proposing a "partial"
tthdrawal of Israell forces from the cust bank of the Sucz
Cunal and UAR preparntions to reopen the canal for inter-
national navigation. Noting favorable European reuction and
"pesoimistic" U.S. press comment, Moscow says the world has
the right to expect a favorable reply from Israel, and it again
complaing that Tel Aviv refuses to discuso the essential
questions of withdrawal and recognition of Palestinian rights.
Prime Minister Golda Meir's remarks in a recent NBC interview
are construed as a rejection of the Suez proposol, Israel
refusing "to undertake even a partial troop withdrawal" from
the canal. 1In terse acknowledgment of Mrgs. Meir's 9 Fetruary
speech to the Knesset, TASS that day says Israel has declined
the UAR "peace initiative" und reports only--citing UPI--that
Mrs. Meir said the UAR proposal is unacceptable to Israel.

CEASE-FIRE The brief TASS account of as-Sadat's speech
EXTENSION noted that the UAR decided to "refrain from
resumption of fire" for another 30 days in
response to appeals by U Thant and the world public; it did
not mention his request that U Thant make a progress regport
to the Security Council before the expiration of this period.
PRAVDA's Belyayev, participating in the 7 February domestic
service commentators' roundtable, said the agreement on
extension was explained by as-Sadet as a response to approaches
by U Thant "and other member countries of the Security Council."
Panelist Kudryavtsev, underlining the difference between a
cease-fire and peace, commented that there is great danger in
the "very indefiniteness" of the situation. Pointing up the
propaganda theme that Middle East tension impedes the Arabs'
peaceful development, and in effect linking this to the Suez
proposal, he added that "such an indeterminate state of affairs
paralyzes the possibility of settling a number of wvital
questions" for the Arab countries, such as the problem of
rebuilding Egyptian towns on the canal.
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PROPOSAL Commentators hall as-Sadat's proposal for o
ON SUEZ "portial" Ioraeli withdrawal--not further

clarifled--and prepurations to reopen the canal
as o "new real opportunity" for achieving a political settle-
ment and a "concrete and realistic initiative."#* Where
as-Sadat called such a withdrawal a "first stage of a timetable
thiat will be prepared later" to implement other provisions of
Security Council Resolution 242, TASS' account of the speech on
the lth said only that the UAR would regard this as a first step
toward implementation of the resolution. Moscow's only recent
reference to a timetable appeared in a I February domestic
gservice commentary by Ryzhikov which cited Israeli leaders as
saying they are ready to fight rather than to fulfill Resolution
22, "or at least to set forth & timetable for the withdrawal
of Israeli troops" from all occupied territories.

Soviet propagandists employ the standard line that only the

oil companies and large shipowners benefit from the canal's
closure, while many European and Asian countries have sustained
losses. 1In a domestic service commentary on the 8th, Kudryavtsev
called reopening of the canal "one of the mest urgent problems"
of international navigation and trade crimunications and said it
would help improve the political atmorphere in the Middle East
as well as answer the interests of many Furopean and Asian
countries. Perhaps presaging as-Sadat's Suez proposal, ASU
Secretary General an-Nur had been reported by TASS on the 3d

as declaring in a Cairo television program that the interests
of the Common Market countries and Britain were closely relsated
to the normal functioning of the Suez Canal, which in turn "is
linked with the elimination of the consequences of the Israeli
aggression." (The MIDDLE EAST NEWS AGENCY report of an-Nur's
interview failed to include these remarks on Suez.)

Moscow has not touched on the question of Israeli use of the
Suez Canal, referring only to restoration of "normal inter-
national" navigation. However, PRAVDA's Belyayev, in the
commentators' roundtable on the Tth, observed that the Arab
capitals are talking of the need for a just solution of the
Palestinian refugee problem and of '"'freedom of navigation in
the Gulf of Aqaba and the Suez Canal." This remark also
provides the only current propaganda suggestion of a linkage
between the refugee and navigation issues; in INTERNATIONAL

* Moscow never acknowledged Western and Israeli press reports
over the last few months of various suggestions, attributed to
Israeli Defense Minister Dayan, regarding demilitarization or
mutual thinning out of troops on both sides of the canal.
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AFFAIRS articles in September 1969 and October 1968 Belyayev

had supported Cairo's proposition that passeage of Israeli

ships through the canal should be dependent on cettlement of

the refugee question. (According to U.S. press reports--but

not Cairo radio's 9 Februery account--an Egyptian official
spokesman reaffirmed this position, declaring that passage of
Israell. ships through the canal is included in the Security
Council resolution but the refugee problem must be solved first.)

PRAVDA COMPLAINS OF U.S, ATTITUDE IN BIG FOUR TALKS

Moscow thus far has not acknowledged the 5 February State
Department, announcement that the United States has informed the
USSR, Britain, and France of its readiness to open preliminary
discussion on Big Four guarantees of a Middle East peace settle=
ment at the four-power session on 12 February. While the Soviet
proposals on a settlement--last set forth in the 15 October
PRAVDA by Primakov--call for Big Four or Security Council
guarantees, this aspcct has been given little attention in
routine propaganda. TASS on 1 February did report Averell
Harriman as saying, in a speech in Florida, that his recent

trip to Moscow convinced him "that the Soviet Union 'stands
ready to jJoin in effective four-power guarantees'" for a peaceful
settlement.

PRAVDA on 10 February does, however, offer an unusual discussion
of the Big Four role and berate the United States for its
position in the four-power consultation, apparently without
mentioning the U.S. proposal. TASS generally reports briefly

on Big Four sessions, but only infrequently in the past several
months has Moscow touched on & four-power role in a settlement:
Kudryavtsev in August, for example, called on the four to promote
a settlement and said Jarring's mission should be given a
"practical progrem of action," and Gromyko in his 21 October
UNGA address, after referring to the Jarring mission, said the
four powers must contribute to a settlement.

Now FRAVDA's New York correspondent Kolesnichenko, as reported
by TASS on the 10th, says that "UN informed ~ircles" point out
thet the United States refuses to discuss "substantial questions"
of a political settlement in the Big Four sessionms. Noting that
the American press says the United States is making efforts
through "so-called 'quiet diplomacy'" to eliminate the crisis,
Kolesnichenko charges that Washington is actually blocking the
work of the Big Four and would like to doom the consultations

to failure. In view of the cease-fire extension and the "new
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emerging situation," giving the United States a "real possi-

bility" to display quiet diplomacy, Kolesnichenko says it
should be expected that the Americans would not oppose

"adoption of coordinated decisions" aimed at securing the
earliest political settlement. He particularly complains

that at the four-power meeting on U4 February the U.S.
representative opposed the oplnion of the othe.. three, and
turned down Soviet and French proposals, on a coordinated
statement stressing the need for full implementation of
Resolution 242 and particularly the need for Israeli withdrawal.
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SALT

PRAVDA RAISES SUBSTANTIVE SALT ISSUE: IZVESTIYA ATTACKS SMITH

A 3 February article in PRAVDA by V. Shestov departed from
Mogcow's pust propugunda practice by discussing, and so identifying,
u gubstantive question ot lssue in the Strategic Arms Limitation
Tulks (SALT). The article denounced the position--ascribed to
"the U.S. press" ond said to reflect the interests of "the
American militarlsts"--that the negotiations "should not affect"
U.5. forward buses. Three days later, o dispatch in IZVESTIYA
by the paper's Wushington correspondent broke another Soviet
propugunda practice by criticizing U.S. delegation head Gerard
Smith. The brief dispatch, directly responsive to U.S. press
reports of Smith's testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committec on 3 February, broached another contentious issue in
remarking on Smith's reportedly "negetive" approach to the
"practical" idea of confining an agreement to the limitation

of ABM gystems.

PRAVDA Signed by V. Shestov, the author of past Soviet
ARTICLE comment on disarmament and military ctrategic issues,*
the PRAVDA article directed its fire at "forces , . .
firmly entrenched on the banks of the Potomac'" who are interested
in "casting aspersions" on SALT and "fanning distrust toward the
) position of the Soviet Union." 1In this context Shestov complained
that the U.S. press "is practically breaking its back trying to
prove that the negotiations allegedly should not affect the
American nuclear neans that have been brought near the Soviet
borders and the borders of other sccialist countries"--an effort
) reflecting the desir« of "American militarists" to gain "one-
oy sided advantages" ir the talks. Soviet media had not reported
- Defense Minister Grechko's remurk a week earlier during a visit
to Finland, cited in the Western press, that SALT had been unpro-
ductive because the negotiations "werc not based on a desire for
equal rights."

. * An article by Shestov in the June 1969 issue of INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS contained Soviet media's first substantive discussion of

oo U.S. development of multiple independently targeted reentry vehicles

C (MIRV) and the implications for U.S.-Soviet relations. See the

. FBIS SURVEY of 19 June 1969, pages 1-2.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5




Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5

CONFIDENTTAL FBLG TRENDS
1O FEBRUARY 1971

- 23 -

Lluboratling on the charge that the Unlbed Staten wau secking
onc-slded ndvuntogeu, Shestov ¢ited In purticuler the increuse

in mllitary expenditures for further deployment of the Swlegunrd
ABM gystem, the accelerated equipping of ICBM's with "multiple
warhead MIRV churgea," the modernizing of U.S., military busco
worldwlde, and the streagthening of the U.S. nuvy. Argulng that
"o mutually acceptable agreement on the limitation of offengive
strategic armument can be reached only on the basis of obgerving
the principle of sccurity for both sides and ruling out one-glided
military advantages," he declared that the U.S. "line of intensi-
fying militery preparations" is "incompatible with o constructive
approach to SALT.'#

Concluding with a recollection of Kosygin's year-end statement to
ASAHI on Soviet interest in achieving a "reasonable agrecement in
the sphere of limiting strategic armoments," Shestov returned vo
o the equal-security theme: "Realistic measurcs aimed at limiting
. armament and aimed at disarmament , ., . can be implemented only by
observing the conditions o# equal sccurity for all countries," he
. said, and the proponents of such & "sober approach' could count on
g the unswerving efforts of the Soviet Union.

IZVESTIYA The IZVESTIYA dispatch of 6 February by the paper's
ON SMITH Washington correspondent, Yuriy Barsukov, cited U.S.
press reports as saying Ambassador Smith sought in
his closed-door testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on the 3d to "prove why the United States should not
conclude, as a separate initial measure, an agreement on limitation
of defensive types of strategic armaments." Calling this a "strange"
stand, Barsukov said that there was in fact "much interest" in such
an agreement among U.S. political and scientific circles and that
, the Senators who heard Smith's tesitimony were "puzzled at his
> 'extremely negative' approach to such a practical step."

Barsukov remarked on the "rather peculiar situation" in which
chief negotiator Smith, the person "authorized to carry out talks"
and "to search ways toward agreement on limitation of defensive
and offensive strategic armaments,” should be attempting to

¥ The last major Soviet bress comment on SALT, a PRAVDA Observer
article on 7 March 1970, had sharply attacked Secretary Laird for
urging the buildup of strategic arms systems, including Safeguard,
R but did not charge in so many words that Laird's stand was incon-
A sistent vith efforts to reach an agreement at SALT., Observer sim-
’ ply asked whether "{urces" that did not went an agreement on
strategic arms limitation were not intluencing Laird's position
and added that this question was being asked increasingly in the
U.S. press.
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"diasunde Sonntors from serlous conalderation” of n proponnl
which would do Just that.

OTHER COMMENT Other, more routine Soviet propanganda has

followed up on gome genernl themes of the
PRAVDA nrticle but han not brought up the forward bnmen fanue
agaln or cchoed Barsukov's criticnl remarke on Ambannndor
Smith.

A forelgn-langunge telk over Radio Moscow on 6 Februnry polnted
to "nttempto of U.S. diplomucy to gnin one=gfded ndvantagen”
and remurked that thic could not "facilitnte the succesn" of

' SALT, but stnted that the Soviel delegnt.ion was gulded by n

i desire to reuch an ngreement and that "the rfacet that the tnlks
- are In progress in itself a positive phenomenon,”

Some comment on Presldent Nixon's proposed budget has brought
up SALT. Thus a 29 January TASS report sald the President's
budget message "mukes it clear that the United States intends
o WF to act, ap before, from 'positions of strength' in aettling

‘ major International fir- ucs" and that "after stating the U.S.
A desire to continue" SALT, the President "stregsed at the same
' time that the United States' main task is to strengthen the
rocket-nuclear forces." The messnge, TASS ndded without cla-
boration, put "a strong cmphasis” on "the development of new
types of weapcns,"

In the 7 February domestic service commentators' roundtable

. program, IZVESTIYA observer Matveyev remarked that [t wag

B "pertinent to ask what cffect" the proposed budget would have
T on the strategic urms limitation talks. He went on to recall
Brezhnev's statement in Kharkov on 1k April 1970 that "to any
attempts by anyone to gain military superiority over the Soviet
Union, we will reply with whatever increcuse of military might

is necessary to guarantee our defense. We cannot do otherwise."
Matveyev did not pursue the question of the impact on SALT.

‘ TASS or 28 January transmitted in English a report of a New

# York DAILY WORLD article on alleged Defense Department efforts
e to expand from a four-site to a 12-site missile defense system--
. the "larger goal," the paper was quoted as saying, being prepara-
‘ tion of "an anti-Soviet missile offensive for the destruction of
soclalism.” The TASS Russian service did not carry this item,
however, and it has not appeared in monitored Soviet radio
broadcasts.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5




P v .

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5

! CONF IR G FRIG TR
I VO OFEREDART 17

N SPACE FLICHTS

-.I ,
, SOVIET? STRESS APOLLO DIFFICULTIES, HATL LKA AHD VERUS MISSIONS
~
voviet covernge of the 3] Jdanuary -9 February flight of Apollo 1h
- hae conginted of A Few Lrief Factual reporta on Lhe progreas of

N the flight and the netivities of Lthe natronautn, with rophasin on
technlenl malfunctions nnd other AT icultien.  Thin reportage
has beet counterpoined to n predictably Jarger volume of propagnndn
on Tana 17 and on Vepur T-~which, ap revensled for Lhe {iret time
A by TACSD on 26 Jdanuary, made nosoft Ianding on Venus on 1% December
anl briefly transmitted data back to earth,

In n volume of propaganda ceonparable to the Doviel covernge of
Apollo 12 and a2lightly lesn than the nmount devoled to the 11-
fated Apollo 13 miasgion, Uoviet medin reported the develojmentn
in Lthe flight of Apollo 1 with particulsr reference to Lhe
initial docking problem, n "slight fault on the control panel"
of the lunar module, and "Caults in Lhe communicnticns gystem”
of Shepard's back-pack. Comment on the moon walks stresoeed

that the antronnuts were "hindered by very difficult terrnin,”
that they "lageed behind their cchedule,” that atl one point they
"lost their way,"” and that their high pulse rates and rising
space=-zuitl temperaturens forced them Lo return to the lunar
module,  ne comsmentary obaerved that "when the astronauts
renched the lunnr medule, they could hardly keep on their feet"
and "with great dirficuity they climbed the steps of the indder
and shut the hnteh behind them.'" TALD on the Qth quoted U.S.
nelentiots no admitting that they hnd "eatimated the poesibilitien
of the nstronauts far too optimistically."

A domentic cervice commentary on 8 February said U.0. sclentiots
did not "concenl their dicappointment' that the astronauts "did
not cucceed in carrying out one of the basic tasks of the
program--to climb the ridge of the Cone “rater and take soil
specimens there." The nstronnuts, the commentary cald, "did

nll they could, nll that was humanly possible. Alas, lunar
conditions proved poorly sulted to the nctivity of man."

Soviet medin have predictadbly cxploited the concurrent exploits
and capabilities of Luna 17--rcactivated cn 6 February for its
fcurth lunar day--to contrast manned space fllight unfavorably

with automated exploration. In a PRAVDA intervicw, reported by
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TALG and in Moacow'as domestic service on the GLh, the chief
deaigner of lana 17 noted that, since Lthe 17 Hovember landing
of Luna 17 on the moon “not a single one of {ts numerous
instruments, mechanisng, and assemblics"” bas broken down. He
remarked that the Apollo flights would undoubtedly "go dovn
in the history of space exploration" but noted that "huge suma"
had been apent on the manned flights and that there had

been "risk Lo human life," whereas "most of Lhe tasks facing
them could be solved by automatonn." He expressed the view
that "the appearance of man on the planets s Justified when
the poasibilities of automntic machines are exhausted to n
significant degree."
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USSR-CUBA

MOSCOM, HAVANA ANNOUNCE SOVIET SHIPS TO VISIT CUBAN PORTS

Joviet medin on b February and Cuban media Lhe next day announced
briefly that n group of Coviet ships will visit Cuban porte thin
month,  There were variations snd fneonsiatenciens in the
dercription of the venneln:  Radio Moscow and TASH versionn nald
Lthe detachment includes an sntisulmarine vessel, n sulmarine, and
a tanker, Wt where BEndio Moccow In nn Fnglish broadenst
dencribed a fourth vearel as "n floating bnse" nnd ured the term
agnin ("plavbazn') In n domestic wservice neweenast, TASS Fnglish
called {4t a "mother ship'=-the same term used by Havana ("taque
madre’™) . Tieither the foviet nor the Cuban reports mentioned any-
thing that indicated Lhe precence of a gulded missile ¢rulser,
cited In UL, preosa reports of n Y February Defense Department
statement. on Lhe venseln' movement townrd Cuba. The last
publicized Joviet navnl detaclment to visit Cuba, In December
1970, wnn nnfd by both Moscow and Havana to congist of nn
anticsubmarine ohip, n sutmarine, and a tanker.

In announcing the plans for the December visit Havana said the
Soviet shipn would remain in Cuban waters from the Tth tou the
23d, but on 28 December Havana television showed film clips of

n group of saliors from the ships cutting sugar cane on a
plantation in the "regionnl district" of the port of Cienfuegos.
This time Havana rollowed Moscow'a icad in specitying no dates.
Heither in December nor during the earlier visit of n Soviet
naval detachment in Ueptember 1970 did Moscow or Havana report
any of the movements of the Soviet ships beo.con Cuban porty, and
in neither Instance did the medin report thelr final departure.

Unlike the announcements in December, the Soviet and Cuban
reports this time noted that the vessels are on a training
cruise, and Moscow underscored the ldea that nothing remarkable
is afoot by calling it a "routine" training voyage. Unlike
Havana but in keeping with the Soviet reports in December, Moscow
also stipulated that the calls at Cuban ports will be "business
calls."”

BACKGROUND In reacting last fall to the public U.S. speculation
that the Soviet Union might be building a strategic

nuclear submarine base at Cienfuegos, an authorized TASS denial on
13 October and surrounding comment insisted on the right of Soviet
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venaeln Lo call at Caban porta, The TASD atabement declnred Lhat,
ir Soviet ahipa enter foreign portn, "tncluding ports of Lhe
Republic of Cuba," they do so with the conment of the host govern-
menta and exercioe "an inalienable right of soverelgn stnten.”
IZVESTIYA 8 authoritative commentator Matveyev wrote on 10 October
thnt calls of Doviel ghips nt Cuban portn accord with “"the normal,
nceepted practice for nll states pouscnsing n Cleet.”

The mubJect han been lnrgely dormant In Soviel propaganda since
mid=lovember, when n flurry of commentariecos preasged the line that
the chargens nboutl construction of n Uoviet, bane were contrived

to bulfld up prescure for bigger military appropriations and

were part, of a general effort by the Nixon Adminjotration to
ngegravate internationnl *tenslons and bring abautl a return to

the cold war. [t was in the latter context tunat the Cuban bage
fague wnn lant brought up In avallable Soviet propngnndan=--in

the domestic service on 20 December by & commentatorn' roundtable
paneliot, who recalled ng one of severnl exampleos of U.G. cold-
warmongering the "rumpus" raised about a Joviet threat to the
United States when "Soviet shipo called at one of the Cuban
ports."” The situntion, the commentator said, "wuns oo presented
us Lo make {t appear that the Soviet Union wns intending to

bufld {ts base* for misslle-carrying sulmarines in this port at
which Soviect ships had called." He added: "As you know, the
Soviet Government {scued a statement denying thio slander, but
nevertheless this campaign io continuing."

In reporting and discussing President Nixon's b January televised
conversation with newsmen, Moscow ignored his remark that he
would regard the servicing of Soviet nuclear submarines "either
in Cuba or from Cuba'" as a violation of an understanding recached
with the USSR in October.

® Moscow's carcfully phrased denial in October stipulated that
the USSR was not building "its military base in Cuba," and
authoritative Soviet press comment was explicit in denying
construction of "a Soviet military base." Sec the TRENDS of

14 October 1970, page 33, for an examination of the TASS state-
ment and Soviet central press comment. Followup articles appear
in the TRENDS of 21 October and 18 November.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5




Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5

CONFIDERTIAL FRIG TRENDS
10 FEBRUARY 1971

- 29 -

Havann hans never commented on Lthe subtmarine bane fnpue at an
nuthoritative level. 'The only comment In monitored Havann medin
has come from the freewheeling commentintor Guldo Garcia Inclan

in broadeasts over Badlo Havann in QOctober and November 1970.

On 1k November Gnrein Inclan eclalmed that the United Otatesn,
"appalled" lent "Rusoin establiech sutmarine bases on our island's
southern const," has been compelled to "disclose the Kennedy-
Khrushchev agreement in the light of which they have to be very

careful with Cuba, making certain that, nobodv lays n hand on her."
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GERMANY AND BERLIN

GDR PROTESTS CDU MEETING IN BERLIN, CRITICIZES $PD MEETING

The GDR rencted with a forelgn miniotry protest Lo the 6 Februnry
meeting of COU fund and pnriinmentary group lenders in Went,
Berlin, while criticizing n mecting there of the OPD Excevrtive's
communal affaire committee on the Sth ouly in routine propngandn
{temn,

In tuking note on the hth of the projected meeting of the SPD
group, ADN wimply recnlled briefly that n GDR Forelgn Ministry
spokeoman had "recently condemned similar netivities by the FRG

in West Berlin" and had suld that such net ions, which contravenced
official assurances of nn FRG desire to contribute to n West
Berlin settlement, could only add fuel to the tense situntion (n
centrul Burope. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND published a similur report the
next day. But on the 6th ADN reported that a forcign ministry
spokesman that day had fgsued a "firm protest” wgainst the CoU
meeting, denouncing it in standard terms as a new attempt to
demongtrute FRG clnims on West Berlin in "gross violation" of West
Berlin's stutus ns "un independent politlcal entity." ‘IThe holding
of the meeting, the spokesman sald, was still another move calcu-
lated to hinder efforts at detente in Europe and obstruct the
four-power talks on Berlin,

The CDU had not unnounced the meeting until the day before it took
place--out of "consideration for the truck drivers," DPA explnined,
in light of the autobahn traffic slowdowns staged by the GDR in
retaliation against prior mecetings of this kind in West Berlin.

An indirect allusion to this strategy appears in NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
on the Tth, in a passage added to a report of the GDR Foreign
Ministry protest that is otherwice substantially the same as the
one transmittrd the preceding day by ADN: ''No one," NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
sald, '"shoul(. assume that such provocative actions are considered
any less serious if, as in this case, they are carried out without
prior announcement."

NELES DEUTSCHLAND A NEUES DEUTSCHLAND editorial article on
EDITORIAL ARTICLE 3 February, carried in full by ADN on the
same day, had presented what amounted to an
authoritative apologia for the recent autobahn traffic slowdowns--
referred to, as usual, euphemistically as the GDR's "completely
legal countermeasures’ against the FRG's "illegal" activities in
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Went Berlin.,  The article was notable for n repeatod effort, Lo
associnbe the Soviel Unton with Lhe GDR'n netionn, It stated,
for exmumple, that the ovganlsers of the FRG meotings in Went
Berlin hnd met with "o declnive snub on Lhe part of the OGDR and
the Soviet Unfon"; that "nelther Ghe GDR nor the Soviet Unton i
maklog nny clubme on Weat Berlin' ns tLhe FRG in dolng; and Lhnt
Bonn's netivitics {n Went Berlin are continulng "despite nll the
warnings from the GDR nnd the Soviet Unfon."

Further fIn the snme vein, charging that Weotern propoganda distorty
the Weat Berlin question and the propoguie "by the CDR and the

Soviet Unlon" concerning it, the nrticle suid "the GDR and the Soviet
Unton" have repeatedly stated that it ig posglble to rench "an aprec-
ment that would correspond to the interests of detente in the center
of Europe nnd to the needs of nll the West Berlin populatior, as well
as to the lawfu. interests and soverelgn righto of the GDR." This is
in essence the formulation Introduced by Breshnev in his 29 November
Yerevan gspeech, slnce echoed by Kosygin in his year-end ASAHI inter-
view nnd reenlled in other Soviet and GDR propuganda. The article
charged the West German regime with nctiong contravening precisely
the conditions under which, uaccording to this formuin, a gsettlement
would be attainnble,

In a velled suggestion that the four-power talks muy be placed in
Juopardy by the West German activities in West Berlin, the editorial
urticle accused Bonn of staging provocations "with the sole aim of
worscning the situation and crcating unneccessary difficulties for
the continuation" of the talks. It warned more explicitly of
retaliatory responses if the alleged precvocations continued: Bonn's
"misuse of West Berlin has met with resistance in the past and will
continue to dc so in the futuece."

Eost Berlin broudcasts have carried numerous followup commentaries
echoing and endorsing the NEUES DEUTSCHLAND article. Ore of thesec on
the evening cf the 3d--against the background of Westerr news reports
that Bonn and the Big Three were discussing possible reprisals against
the GDR for the autobahn traffic slowdowns--denounced the Western
powers for ~onsidering "reprisals" if the socialist states do not
"accept the bending of the law by Bonn regarding West Berlin." The
"dangers of ua strategy of reprisals,"” the radio said, will not be

for the socialist states but will be "by no means small for their
initiators--and it is time Bonn realizes this."
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SOVIET COMMENT IGNORES SPD MEETING, DENOUNCES CDU GATHERING

A Khodukovokly dlspntch in PRAVDA on 8 February, enbitlcd "A New
Provocntlon," masniled the CDU land and parllamentory group
meeting In Weot Berlin on the 6th as n "new Lllegwnl ncetion"
while lgnoring entirely the previous day's Wewt Berllin meeting
of the OPD communnl affnlrs committee. Notling thnt the CDU
meeting wag not announced In advance in order "not to cauge
!ndignation" umong West Berliners, who are ' fed up with such
provocative uctions," the dispatch went on to summarize the GDR
Foreign Miniotry spokesmuan's 6 February protest.

On the Tth, Radlo Moscow's Vusllyev had strongly criticized the
"illegal actions In West Berlin {n the pust two wecks" without
identifylng them. Citing unspeclificd reports in the U.5. and
British preso, Vusilyev charged that "some Western powers ,
participants In the Cour-power contacts on West Berlin, are
banking on u protruction cf these contacts." Citing DPA on a
"rumor from Washington" to the effect that "a temporary discon=-
tinuation of the umbassadorial tulks on West Berlin is even being
contemplated," Vusllyev sald "this blackmail cannot be interpreted
in any woy other than aos an uttempt to exert oregsurc on the
Soviet Union and the GDR." Hc¢ added that,"of course, such an
attempt ie doomed to fallure."

TASS and ADN on the 8th both issued their customary terse summaries,
without comment, of the official communique on the 1lhth meeting of
the ambassadorial talks that day.

SOVIET REPORT ON GDR A L February accouat of the preceding day's
EDITORIAL ARTICLE NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ecditorial articie decrying

the West Berlin '"provocations" was broadcast
repeatedly by Radio Moscow in German but to no other audience. The
account, by PRAVDA's GDR correspondent Podklyuchnikov, reflected the
basic thrust of the editorial article but softened its language some-
what and left out all the passages about reprisals--the East German
paper's statement that the GDR and USSR had met the FRG's actions with
u "decisive snub" as well as the reference to past and future Soviet-
GDR "resistance" to FRG "misuse" of West Berlin.

Where NEUES DEUTSCHLAND charged Bonn with raising "difficulties for
the continuation" of the four-power talks, the Soviet summary said
the article charged Bonn with trying to exacerbate the situation
and create "obstacles along the road of further exchange of opinion
among the four powers." The summary included NEUES DEUTSCHLAND's
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unntiributed recapitulation of the Brezhnev Cormuln on u Berlin
setllement and the GDR paper's reminder thnt GDR and Soviet pro-
pounly are "lying on the table and uwalbting o reply'--o point
Moscow han mnde repeatedly In Lts own recent comment .

EARLIER COMMENT IN While the PRAVDA corrcopondent's summary
PRAVDA, [ZVESTIYA of the NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ecdlitorial article
excluded its references to Joint Soviet-GDR
reprisals sgelnst FRG activities in West Berlin, a lengthy
TZVESTIYA oarticle on 31 Junuary by P, Verin referred in brosder
termo-~churucteristic of Soviet comment--to tho "consequences" of
such FRG activities. The USSR and GDR, Verin said, "cannot remain
Indifferent to wiut is going on," and "it is time for the
orgunizers of these provocative excesses in West Berlin and those
who ar2 backing them to clearly rcallze that they are assuming
the centire responsibility for the possible consequences."

The Verin article identified the "organizers" as the CDU/CSU,
picturing the SPD-FDP government coalition as equally guilty but

us acting out of concern lest the government be "outdone" by its
domestic political opponents. Yerin directed his remarks chiefly
at the Western powers "who are backing them." He recalled that "on
more than onc occasion the governments of the Soviet Union and the
GDR have drawn the West Berlin occupation authorities' attention

to the inadmissibility of utilizing the city for purpcies which can
in no way be made to fit the inter-allied decisions."* The Western
powers "have not heeded the notice" of the Soviet and East German
goveruments, Verin said, and have "embarked upon the road of accom-
plices of the organizers of irresponsible actions in West Berlin whose
gole purposc is to show disrespect for the status' of West Berlin
and for "the current four-power talks."

A briefer Khodakovskiy article in PRAVDA on the same day directed
its fire only at Bonn, listing the alleged provocations in West
Berlin including the meeting of FDP parliamentary leaders and the
appearance of Brandt and Heinemann in West Berlin at the end of
January. Charging routinely that the aim of these activities is
to again demonstrate Bonn's "absurd pretensions to West Berlin,

* Soviet media still have not acknowledged the 27 January oral
protest by the Soviet embassy t> the three Western embassies in
West Berlin on the FDP parliamentary leaders' meeting there.
Moscow did report the Soviet protests at the time of the Ccbu/csu
and SPD meetings in West Berlin in November and December, respec-’
tively.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5




- < Lo e . i

Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040006-5

CONI'IDENTIAL I'BIS TRENDS
10 FEBRUARY 1971

- 34 -

which rever belonged and will never belong" to the FRG, Khodakovskiy
concluded that these attempts to "interfere" in West Berlin are in

"obvious contradiction to the officilal aassurances of the FRG Govern-
ment that it will further the settlement of the West Berlin problem."

STOPH OFFERS PROPOSALS TG WEST BERLIN ON RELATIONS WITH GDR

At o I February meeting with the chairman of the Socielist Unity
Party of West Berlin (SEW), Danelius, East German Premier Stoph
spelled out a proposal for direct agreements between the GDR and
the West Berlin Senat that in effect would set aside Big Four
regponsibility for the city. ADN's report ot the Stoph~Danelius
meeting, published the following day in NEUES DEUTSCHLAND, was
also carried virtually verbatim by TASS.

Paying lip-service to the four-power talks and noting that "objec-
tive conditions exist" to remove West Berlin &s a center of tension,
Stoph and Danelius both "stressed the great importance" of the
ambassadorial talks, eccording to the ADN report, and called for a
solution corresponding to the needs of thc West Berliners ard

the "lawful interests and sovereign rights of the GDR"--the basic
conditions of a Berlin settlement contained in the Brezhnev formu-
lation of 29 November, They also stressed, the report says., that
an improvement in the West Berlin situation depends on the
"termination of the political presence of the FRG and the cessation
of all revanchist, militarist, and antipeace activities in West
Berlin,"

The report says Stoph explained that if there is "strict respect for
the status of West Berlin as a separate political entity," there
could be "mutually advantageous and useful agreements and settle-
ments" between West Berlin and the GDR. The GDR would then be
"ready under the appropriate conditions," Stoph continued, to

reach agreements with the West Berlin Senat which would "give

West Berlin economic, scientific-technical, and cultural rela-~

tions with all states, including the FRG"--a move which would in
effect usurp Big Four responsibility for Berlin.

The report says Stoph proposed a three-point agreement between
the GDR and the West Berlin Senat

1) to safeguard the transit traffic of West Berlin citizens
and goods to and from all states; 2) to make transit traffic
as simple and expedient as possible; and 3) to seal transit
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goods transported by rail, road, or river after inspection
at the point of entry and to limit procedures at the point
of exit to the removal of the seal.

He also proposed & GDR agreement with West Berlin on border
adjustments regarding the Steinstuecken enclave, according to
the repcrt.

ADN and TASS noted, in brief accounts of a press conference held
by Danelius on the 8tu, that the SEW leader said his party--which

is campaigning for votes in the 14 March West Berlin electionge=-—
was '"willing to inform" the Senat of the GDR proposals.
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POLAND-USSR

MOSCOW GIVES POLISH PARTY PLENUM EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY

Reglsterlng an opparently more sanguine view of Gierek's control
over the Polish developments than it held in the early days of
the new regime, Moscow has given notably deteiled publicity to
the 6-7 February elghth plenum of the Polish United Workers
Party (PZPR). Soviet media had given the 20 December PZPR plenum
correct coverage: TASS and PRAVDA carried a brief report of
Gierek's takeover from Gomulka and the other personnel changes,
a8 biography of Gierek, and the text of the new First Secretary's
generally mild speech. There was only a terse report, cbscuring
the details, of the tension-filled visit of Gierek and Premier
Jaroszewicz to the coastal citles of Szczecin and Gdansk on
2h-25 January.

Now TASS reports recount in detai. the opening of the plenum

on 6 February, the unusual television report to the nation that
evening by Politburo member Olszowskl on the first day's
proceedings, the plenum's final resolution, and the main points

of Gierek's two-hour plenum report. All of these reports except
the one on Gierek's speech have already appeared in PRAVDA. TASS
gives a full account of the resolution's announcement of the
"suspension" of Gomulika from the Central Committee and the
"removal" of Kliszko and Jaszeczuk from that body; the "resignation"
of former Szczecin party chief Walaszek from the Central Committee;
and the "resignation'" of former trade union head Loga-Sowinski

and former Gdansk party chief Kociolek from the Politburo.

The accounts include the rescolution's; explanation of the milder
action on Gomulka--to the effect that the former First
Secretary's "further participation" in the work of the Central
Committee was "impossible" but that "having in view Wladyslav
Gomulka's absence, because of ill health, from the seventh
plenum of the Central Committee as well as from the present
plenum, the Central Committee resolves to suspend" him as a
Central Committee member.

While carrying extensive reportage on Gierek's indirect criticism
of Gomulkae, TASS softens somewhat the one passage in which he
mentioned the former First Secretary by name: TASS says that
"speaking about the evaluation of the role of Wladyslaw Gomulka,
the speaker said that such an evaluation required a longer period
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of time snd that It should be Just and should not diminish .do
personal merits and services to the party and state." In the
recorded apparcnt text carried by the Waroaw domegtile service
on the Tth, Glerck onid an appraisal of "the previous leader-
ship's" policy "calls for a longer passnge of time" and that

this applies particulorly to the appralsal of the role
of Comrade Wladyslaw Gomulka. This must be a Just
appraisal, and this 1Is very difficult to obtain under
tie pressure of recent events, bitterness, and current
difficulties. Without in any woy minimizing his
personal achlevements and work gilven to the party and
state, we must state that unfortunately somewhere in
the mid-sixties, after the fourth congress, the crisis
in the leadership of the party and state became more
and more apparent.

Nevertheless, in reporting Gierek's recitation of the causes

of the December disturbances, TASS carries the most explicit
acknowledgment of serious disorders and the strongest indict-
ment of the former party leadership's role to appear in Soviet
media to date in connection with the Polish events. Duly
included is Gierek's report of a death toll of 45 in the coastal
riots and of 1,165 iajured, including 654 civilians, 531 militia-
men, anl 70 scldiers. TASS notes that Gierek "described the
destructive manifestations during the Decemer events as a side
effect of developments whose roots should be songht in a conflict
of a social character"; that he condemned the "use of force in
response to the workers' demonstration" as an ill-conceived move
which "led to its aggravation and threatened an outright
catastrophe'; and that he said the "then leadership's" decision
to use force was taken "contrary to the better Jjudgment of the
majority of party activists, without consultations with the
Politburo of the PZPR Central Committee, and even without
informing the Central Committee which debated the situation on
the coast on 14 December."

TASS includes Gierek's further indictment of the party's conduct
in the crisis: "The workers' demonstrations were orderly at

the beginning, but there was no frank talk with the workers and
the tension wss not eased,'" and, "as a result, the events spilled
into the streets and got out of hand." Ia the background was

"a crisis of confidence in the party and government leadership"
due to a longstanding "weakening and grave infringement of the
links between the party leadership and the working class."
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TASS glves predictubly heavy emphasins to Glerck's call for
stepped-up labor productlivity aps Lhe maln solutlon to the
country's cconomic woes and for continuation of Poland's present
forelgn policy--polidurity with the Soviet Unlon nnd the Wnrsaw
Pact=="which {o cerrcct In nll baslic {osuepn."

WARSAW REPORTS CONTINUED TOUGH STANCE BY COASTAL WORKERS

PAP on 9 February carried an axtensive report of an article in
that day's Polish Government newspaper ZYCIE WARGZAWY which
portruys the coastol shipyard workers as accepting the

6-7 February plenum's interprectation of the December events but
o8 woiting to be shown whether the regime's actions will
measure up to Ilts stated intentions.

Recounting interviews with allegedly representative workers in
Gdansk and Gdynia, '"not casual people" but those "who were at
the head of the protest," the paper quotus them as remarking
that the plenum's explanation of the December cvents wae "maybdbe
not the way we saw them at that time of indigna*ion, but as

we see and evaluate them today after sober rethinking.'" The
workers reportedly noted that the plenum "properly understood"
their intentions--"we did not want to overthrow the system;

we demanded indispensable changes, renovation."

But the paper imputes to the workers only a qualified endorsement
of Gierek's economic program: It "coms3 a long way" toward
incorporating "many postulates of ours.'" They are quoted as
saying they "understand" it will "take a lot of time" to
implement the program, but as adding: '"We want these results

to be conspicuous quickly," and "we want to be informed on all
current steps being taken to implement these intentions." The
workers, ZYCIE WARSZAWY says, are asking that intormation of

the type given by Gierek on his visit to the coast be "always
available and sincere," so tbat '"the pre-Decerber situation shall
never recur."
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ALBANTA-YUGOSLAVIA

TIRANA, BELGRADE ANNOUNCE DECISION TO EXCHANGE AMBASSADORS

Albantan and Yugoniny medin o 5 February announced Lhe two
comtricn’ decision bo rnige thetr respective diplomatic missions
Lo embanoy status and exchange nmbanandors, thereby normal§sing
atante relations wihilch have been handled sinece 1998 throuph legn-
tions hended by charges d'arfatren,

While Tirann nnnounced the deciston without comment, TANJUG,
relensing 1te nnnouncement on 4 Februnry in n news {tem embargoed
until the Sth, noted that the move wns in nccord with the Yupoalav
Federnl Executive Council's deciston "to ratse the rank of nll
Yugouslnv diplomatic reprecentntions abrond to embussy level" ag
well ns with "the gradunl promotion of cooperation” between
Yugonlnvin nnd Albanja.

Subsequent. Yugos lav comment has underszcored the foct that the
normalization of relations is limited to the state sphere and

has soupght to Justify [t ns baged on common interests and shared
"dangers" which override continuing differences. Thus an article

in BORBA on the Oth observed that Tirana, while ready to develop
good relati us at the state level, will continue to "make idenlo-
gicul nnd politicrtl criticiom of Yugoslavia's internul development."
It wdded that despite Yugoslavia's "reservations" about this double-
cdge appronch, "there are no rengsons not to develop good relations
with Albanin on this busis." The two stntes have "common interests,"
BORBA snid, nnd both exist "in a world full of dungers, especially

when it comes to the security and tndependence of all stoates."

Rndio Zogreb's political commentator Sundic on the Sth elaborated
csgentianlly the same rationale for the move. Cautioning agrinst
any attempte to "read into" the decision to exchange ambussudors
"things which do not snd cannot exist," Sundic commented that good
rclutions between Albanis and Yugoslavia are "a prerequisite for
our independence and represent the surest obstacle to foreign
interference in our internal affairs.”" loting that both countries
"are vitally interested in seeing the Balkans and the Mediterrancan
become a zone of peace, not o zone of contest between the two big
powers," the commentator concluded that "our relations are not caa
cannot be aimed against anyone else."
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BACKGROUND e move had been forenhndownd lant yenr by avownls
on both slden of a deaire for tmproved relntionn
bascd on mulual faterestn.  Notably, Tlrana's ATA quoted
Albanfan leader Hoxhn on 30 May nos urgtng closer relntions, pro-
miging not to interfere in Yugoslavin's affalrs, nnd polnting to
n common Yugoslav-Albaninn bond deriving from phured subjection
to n Soviet "threat"--n linc that had been uppearing sporadically
in Tirann propagnndn nince the {nvasion of Crechoslovakia. Tito
on 1 Augunt, In a speech broadcust over Radlo Zugreb, reciprocated
Hoxha's cnll for improved reclations und pledge of noninterference,
pointed to poossibilitlies for expandlng cconomic cooperation, and
suaw progpectos for good stute relations desplite ldeologlical differ-
ences. Though In more cautious terms than Hoxha, Tito walso ralsed
the notion of o common bond by recalling that Albanians and
Yugos lavs had fought together during World War II and udding that
"today the oftuation is such thnt we have much in common.'*

The rcgularizntion of Yugoslav-PRC state relations last ycar may
have helred clear the way for Tirana to go ashead with the norma-
lization of 1ts tica with Belgrade, NCNA reported the new
Yugoslav ambassador's presentation of credentinls in Peking in
late May, and Belgrade reported the new Chinese ambassador's
arrival in Belgrade in mid-August. Tirana's report of the
decision to exchange ambassadors with Belgrade was picked up
promptly by NCNA on 6 February. Soviet media lgnored it.

*  See the TRENDS of 12 August 1970, pages 34-35.
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USSR TINTERNAL AFFALIRS

VORONOV'S TOP DEPUTY IN RSFSR LEADERSHIP 1S REMOVED

K.G. Pyuln, rirst deputy premler of the RSFSR and Voronov's chief
deputy In the RSFOR leadership for the punt 6 years, hao retired
followling indications that he hno been in disfoavor. Hig retire-
ment on pension wng reported by PRAVDA on 2 February, Junt o
little over n month after hin 60th birthdny, nnd no successor

has yel been announced. His removal could slgnify another blow
ut the already shaky positlion of ROFOR Premlier Voronov, 2 months

o)

prior Lo the scheduied convening of the 2hth CPSU Congress.

The first sign of Pysin's disfavor appeared In mid-=1970 when he
was not reelected to the USSR Supreme Soviet. Cinece then, he
has apreared infrequently, Indicating the possibillity of
illness. His most recent activities included a visit to a
cattle cxhiblit with Voronov (KCMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, 2 October)
and heading up the agriculturce and land usec section at the
November KSFOR conference of hends of local soviets (SOVIET
RUGSTA, 26 November).

Voronov has also been out of sight much of the time since August
1970. He was awarded an Order of Lenin at the end of August,
but it was not presented to him until 5 months later (PRAVDA,

30 January 1971). The awarding of the Order of Lenin, and
nothing more, was in itself something of a slight; other
Politburo members had been granted higher honors on their
decennial birthdays (see FBIS TRENDS, 2 December 1970, page 33).

Even though failing health may be the main reason for Pysin's
retirement, a deliberate effort was made to discredit him last
year. On his 60th birthday in Deccember he wng awarded an
Order of the Red Banner instead of the more prestigious Crder
of Lenin (PRAVDA, 24 December 1970). As a provincial first
secretary in December 1960, he had received an Order of Lenin
on his 50th birthday (PRAVDA, 25 December 1960). The 1zceipt
of the lesser award was particularly demeaning since Pysin,

as RSFSR agricultural superviser, could boast of a very
successful RSFSR harvest in 1970.

Pysin's treatment contrasts with that of Sverdlovsk First
Secretary K.K. Nikolayev, who also appears to have beecn out
of favor and who was retired at age 60 on 6 January this year.
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Nikoluyev receclved an Order of Lenin on his GOth blrthday on
29 May 1970, and he wup reelected to the USUR OQupreme Soviet.

Collaborntlion between Pysin and Vcronov on agricultural
pollcies begun in 1960 when Pysin was Altay firot scerctary and
Voronov was Orenburg {irst sccretary, and continued when Pysin
became USSR agriculture minister and Voronov became RSFSR
Burcau dcputy chalrman. After Khrushchev's fall, ROFSR Premier
Voronov choge Pysin as his top deputy for ugriculturec, and
Pyoin hno championed Voronov's policiecs. Pysin hng been
especially vigorous in promoting mechanized links, arguing

at length for them as far back as the January 1961 CPSU Central
Committece plenum.
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PRC INTERNAL AFFAIRS

PROBLEMS OF “7 MAY SCHOOLS” DISCUSSED IN THE PROPAGANDA

bDuring the pnst few monthn, PRC medin have made 1t incrensingly
clear thnt o truly good cndre must awloo be nn educnted cndre.
He must firet be willing to follow orders blindly, bul he must
aloo have gufficlent understunding of Muoist doctrine Lo act
correclly in those areng where leewny (o allowed.

Beenuse of thin requlrement, the 7 Moy schools, which were set
up during the cultural revolution mninly for the rceducution of
crring cadres, have recently received new propugundn attention
us academies for Muo's Thought. Cadres are being told that all
must attend these schools in order to be qualjfied for their
Jobo; the more senior the cudre, the longer he should attend.
While the regime hus always insisted that 7 Moy schools were not
punishment camps, the preponderunce of erring cadres in atten-
dance has made it more difficult to portruy them as training
schools for the clite,

On 3 Februnry NCNA reported on u "recent" conference of T May
schools, supervigsed by departments under the Central Committee
and Stute Council, which pointed up some of the problems now
being confronted. According to NCNA, these depar:ments are uow
respeonsible for more than 90,000 cadre gtudents in more than

100 schools, operated on the model of the Yenan Anti-Japanese
College. This college, headed by Ma» and Lin, conducted both
farming and educational activities during the first great recti-
fication campaign, the cheng feng movement, in the early 1940's,
Then as now, Mao was struggling against opposition in the party
and at the same time was fuced with the need to educate many new
cadres (the cadres of that earlier era had rallied to the CCP
during the war, more for reasons Lf nationalism than communism).

The c.nference report makes it clear that the T May schools them-
selves must still undergo rectification before they can graduate
good Maoists. Some of the blame for the difficulties is iaid at the
door of "a handful of class enemies" allegedly guilty of "sabotage
to this way of training cadres." Such a problem was eased in the
former Ministry for Allocation of Materials, the report states, when
it used mass criticism to "discredit bad elements."
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EDUCATION Most problems, however, nppear Lo be cnuned by
VS. LABOR vomething more tunglibvle, aind perhapn more diffj-
cult Lo overcome, than unnamed "clusy enemies.”
This Lo the diftriculty of maintalning the correct ratio of
cducation to physicnl labor-=preventing the schools from degen-

erating into clther ivory towers or canpea for hard labor.

Thiuv loguc==whether lnbor or education should be emphasized--

hiw been promlnent from the Inngurnt.fon of the T May schoolgs.
Although during the carly stages of the schools! development

in 1968 there were warnings matching that of the conference
report to the effect that "phyolceal labor in itself docs not
glve rise to un awarcncuss of continuing the revolution," labor
reform wag the chief method propugandized. The fact that many
schools were set up in rather desolate arcug, with few uamenitien,
meant that most of the students!' energles had to be given over to
construction,

Now the leudership is faced with the problem of requiring students
to continue their physical exertions in improvement projects and
raising crops while devoting new attention to ideology. There
are no indications that work loads are to be significantly eased,
and in f'act several recent medin items praised 7 May schools for
their productivity. An NCNA report on 2L Jonuary claimed that
the "roce aguinst time for agricultural production" has been
instrumental in making cadres more alert when they are back in
their offices. The successes In production have created their
own problems, however. The conference report notes that some
leading cadres have become so engrossed with the physical achieve-
ments of the school that they forget thei - ideological purpose.
Some cadres in the Materials Allocation Ministry are eriticized
for thinking that after one or two years of tempering in the
schools their transformation is "almost perfect," for regarding
time spent at labor as the main point instead of the ideological
strengthening they require.

A more traditional problem, "regarding labor as punishment," also
persists, according to a Joint PEOPLE'S DAILY-NCNA article released
on 28 January. The article reported such wrong ideas were preva-
lent at the school run by the General Office of the CCP Central
Committee. Another difficulty noted in the article, not usually
hinted at in the media, is that of morale problems among cadres
teaching at the schools. Fearful for their Jobs after some were
transferred to other posts, leadership cadres are said to have
expressed "doubt that the school would continue to operate for a
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) long, Lime." While remmuring them as to the permanence of the
nchool, the article opeelfies thnt cndren should not expect to
remnin at the schooly permmnently.  In thls syostem there o

obvlously some concern nboul. crealing nn ivory-tLower Lenching
cadre, frecd of mjor respongibilities.

PROVINCIAL The original "model" 7 Moy school, popularized
MOC% L in L9968, was that nt Liuho, Hellungklang, operated

for the benefit of provinclul cadres. More speci-
fle detalls regarding work sud organization nre available for the
school at Liuho and for other provinclial schools than for the
central schoolya,

On 3 Junuary, o reveoling directive from the Heilungkinng provin-
cial authoritics, bioadcast by Rudio Pcking, warncd of the need

"to schedule time for study and time for labor in o sclentific
manner, wand to guard ogeinot the tendency to have the cadres merely
engage in laber.," The article reiteruted that "participation in
productive lubor is for the purposc of receiving training," und

that student cuadres must also muke "social investigutions" outside
the schools und study works by Muo, Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin.

The importunce of the 7 Muy schools was emphasized by the inJjunc-
tions on leadership issued by the Heilungkiang authorities. Top
leaders of cadre schools are to be the "key members of party
organlzations" at the same level, and "outstanding cadres" are to be
selected to Join the leading groups at the schools. The new and
higher status belng accorded the schools was also indicated by o
Kiangsi broadcast ot 12 Jenuary wnich stated that higher-ranking
cadres will spend longer terms in the schools., Cadres at the
county or regimental levels, "whose r-tationual training program is
under the charge of the province," are to spend 2 months in train-
ing each time; commune-level cadres fall under the control of the
ppecial district school and serve a month at a time, and party
branch and brigade cadres under county control spend 2 weeks on
each course.

MILITARY There are fewer details on military cadre schools,
SCHOOLS but a Hopeh Military District article printed ir
PEOPLE'S DAILY on U4 January indicated that there is
little difference in the operations. As in the provincial schools,
a "growing number of the cadres assigned to the school are new."
The Hopeh Military District 7 May school is uaid to be in its third
year, with 80 percent of those trained this yecar having been leading
cadres who received their appointments "only in the past one or two
years," although presumably they had been lower-grade officers for
some years previously. And in the war college tradition, cadres
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"selected for future promobion" nre Increnslngly belng sent Lo
the wvchool,

The course of tralnlng ndvocuted by Hopeh pluces conslderuble
Importance on the "particwlar churacteristics™ of the individual
studentu. Uome units are suid to have sent to the schools, ulong
with the new students, personnel who could brief the gehool on the
students' fdeologlcal level. ‘'Ihe necessity for training the new
cudres iu best indlented by the article's namluoslon that studenbs
"knew very little about the history of the struggle In the purty
and the PLA" and were not good at distlinguishing between the correct
and the incorrect line. That this should be the cage umong military
officers, most "ubove battulion level," who have been presumably
reeeiving some tralning in Muo's Thought for over 10 yeurs, Ilndicutes
that the situntion among civiliong may be far worse.

HAINAN [SLAND ESTABLISHES ITS NEW PARTY COMMITTEE

Although no new provincial party committees were announced during
the past week, party rebuilding continues to make progress at

the lower levels. The Kwangtung provincial redio on 5 February
announced the formation of new committees for the Huiyang special
district (which borders on Hong Kong) and Hainan Island, or
"Hainen administrative district." wWhile Kwangtung also hus & new
provincial party committee and claimed on 20 December that the
majority of municipalitles had set up new committees, none has
Yet been formed for the city of Canton.

The brief Canton report on the Hainan committee siressed the
fact that Hainan, "situated in the frontline of cocstal
defense," must be built into a "sea battle fortress" in the
"shortest possible time." A T February Heikow radio report,
welcoming the Hainan committee, linked the need for rapid
fulfillment of various local economic tasks to meeting war
preparation needs. The broadcast declared that everything
must be done "in the light of preparedness against war," and

"if the enemy dares to invade, we will wipe him out completely."

Elsewhere, county party committees continue to be mentioned
for the first time in numerous radio broadcasts t'rom several
provinces. A 3 February Changsha radio broadcast announced
the formation of a new party committee in Changsha, capital of
Hunan, Mao's native province.
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’ SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLE

PRC DISCUSSES POSSIBLE U,S. USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Pekling's dlscusslon of millitary developments in Indochinn has
been accompanied by a flurry of refterences to possible U.LS.
use of tactical nucleur wenpons, with nine items mentioning
this subject since 1t was (irst broached in an NCNA dispatch
datelined Stockholm, 29 January.* The most cuthoritative
comment on the subJect appeared in a parsgraph thot was
inserted into a I February PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article
some clx hours after the original transmission of the article.
The b February and 8 February PRC Forelgn Ministry statements
do not mention nuclear weapons.

Apart from a statement by Sihanouk 's government transmitted by
NCNA on 6 February, there has been no echo from Indochinese
communist sources of Peking's expresgslon of concern over the
possible use of nuclear weapons n Indochina. Though Peking
may have simply seized on recent foreign press material to
exploit a new anti-U.S. propaganda theme, its recent surge of
attention devoted to the subject and its unusual treatment

of the PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article may reflect genuine
concern over possible future U.S. actions during e period of
troop withdrawal.

Peking's discussion has been based on Swedish and Japanese press
material citing evidence that the United States is "contemplating"
the use of nuclear weapons in Indochina sand is sounding out
public opinion in this regerd. But while Peking's discussion

is focused on a possible U.S. use of tactical nuclear arms in the
Indochina theater--an eventuality which Peking warns would provoke
worldwide indignation and a "revolutionary storm'" of protest in
the United States--some of its comment suggests a broader context
involving questions of the future role of nuclear weapons in
Washington's Asian strategy. Thus, a commentary carried in
NCNA's domestic service on 6 February and its international
service in English on the 8th discusses an article in the January
issue of FOREIGN AFFAIRS analyzing the implications of the

Nixon Doctrine. The article's author, Earl Ravenal, a former
Defense Department official, is quoted as saying that the Nixon
Doctrine could lead "in certain extremities" to a choice among

* Discussed in the TRENDS of 3 February 1971, page 13.
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"unlimited conventional escalation, defeat of our forces, or

ugse of nuclear weapons.' Ravenal's article is anlso mentioned

in a 4 February NCNA account of Japanese press comment on a
possible U.8. use of nuclear weapons in the "extremely dangerous"
sltuation developing in Indochina. Ravenal is identified in .
the account as having been "personally engaged in policymaking"
at the Pentagon concerning U.S. policy on Asia, "including China
and Indochina." The discussions of the Ravenal article in
Peking's accounts do not note that it analyzes the Nixon Doctrine
in the context of a critical examination of the policy of
containment of China. While Peking frequently attacks the Nixon
Doctrine in such contexts as Indochina and Japan's role as a

U.S. ally, it has avoidc?® ~ddressing the subject within a
Sino-U.S. context.

Another commentary, attributed to a member of a PLA air force
unit and transmitted by NCNA on the 8th to domestic and
international consumers, applies the Maoist line that "the atom
bomb is a paper tiger" in discussing the Swedish and Japanese
reports. The commentary reviews the period since the United
States had a monopoly on atomic bombs to claim that possession
of nuclear weapons has not changed the course of developments.
In this connection it mentions that the then Vice President
Nixon had advocated the use of nuclear weapons at the time of
the 1954 Dien Bien Phu battle.

BACKGROUND OF PEKING'S INSERTION OF PASSAGE ON NUCLEAR ARMS

The original version of the § February PECOPIE'S DAILY Commentator
article was carried by the Peking domestic radio at 2233 GMT

3 February and by the NCNA domestic service at 2307 GMT 3 February.
At 0037 GMT L4 February the NCNA international service in English
began transmitting the art.cle but discontinued after about

three paragraphs; for the next five hours this service carried
only repeat traffic. At 0145 GMT the NCNA domestic service
carried a service message instructing provincial and local

papers (which receive central press material via this service)
"to suspend printing temporarily." The NCNA domestic service
proceeded with normal traffic after this service message.
(Earlier, at 2135 GMT 3 February, the NCNA domestic service

had carried a service message holding publication until further
notice of a RED FLAG article on cadre rectification which had
been transmittad three hours earlier. A service message at

1730 GMT 5 February instructed papers to publish the article on
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" 6 February. There is no sign that the delay of this article
was connected with the suspension of printing.)

At 0430 GMT L February, some six hours after the original version
had been broadcast, both the NCNA domestic service and the Peking
domestic radio retransmitted the PEOPLE'S DAILY article; but the
text as now carried contained a paragraph, not in the c¢criginal
version, which discusses a possible U.S. use of nuclear weapors
in Indochina. At the conclusion of this transmission, the NCNA
domestic service appended an instruction r=leasing the article
to provincial and local papers. NCNA transmitted the enlarged
version in English at 0536 GMT L4 February.

Judging from this sequence of events, from NCNA's unusual
instruction +to suspend printing of local papers, and from the
content of the inserted passage, it appears that a decision

was made in Peking to include in this authoritative commentary

a passage on a sensitive subject which Peking in recent years

had mentioned only in noting that the United States had used a
wide range of tactics and weapons short of nuclear arms. The
passage cites the Swedish and Japanese press €s having "exposed
recently" that the Nixon Administration is contemplating the

use of nuclear weapons in Indochina and is sounding out public
opinion for this. "If the Nixon Administration dares to use
nuclear weapons," the article declares, it will become "a most
vicious and implacable criminal," will incur worldwide indignation,
and will "stir up an ever more powerful revolutionary storm in the
United States." The earlier NCNA dispatch from Stockholm had also
referred to public opinion, observing that "many well-informed
U.S. scientists and politicians feel quite uneasy about the matter'
and have made contacts with Western political figures outside the
United States "so as to arouse international public opinion to
stop this crazy act."

The PEOPLE'S DAILY article's citation of the Japanese press was
documented later on the 4th in an NCNA account of articles in
Japanese papers rounding up evidence that Washington might decide
to use nuclear weapons in Indochina. The account recalled that
the then Vice President Nixon advocated the use of tactical
nuclear weapons at the time of Dien Bien Phu, and it cited a book
by Henry Kissinger as containing the idea of using such weapons.
Like the 29 January NCNA dispatch from Stockholm, the account
referred to a forcible removal of peasants from the northern part
of South Vietnam as preparation for using nuclear weapons there.
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NCNA's wcecount of the Japenese articles cited as its rource o /
report by the 1T0HO news agency® on 2 February. The insertion
of the pnssuge In the PEOPLE'S DAILY article citing the
Jupunese as well as the Swedlsh press, followed by NCNA's
nccount of the Japancese comment, suggests that 1t may have been
the avallabllity of the latter materisl which prompted a
last-minute decision by Peking to enlarge the Commentator
article to include the passage on nuclear weapons. Another
factor may have been an article from Paris on 3 February by

the New York TIMES' C.L. Sulzberger reporting that the North
Vietnamese and Chinese have recently hinted 'some nervousness
about the chances that the United States might introduce
tactical nuclear weapons in Indochina." A Sulzberger article
on this subject in the New York TIMES last November was
mentioned in the 29 January NCNA Stockholm dispatch. Peking
may have shied away from citing the 3 February Sulzberger
article out of sensitivity to a scenario outlined in the
article envisaging a U.S. use of nuclear bombs against the

PRC following Chinese intervention into Indochina.

Subsequent references in PRC media to nuclear weapons in
Indochina are contained in the two commentaries carried by
NCNA, discussed above; a Cambodian Royal Government of National
Union statement transmitted by NCNA on the 6th; and statements
by an Afro-Asian Journalists' organ based in Peking, a group

in Sweden, and a Tokyo rally, transmitted by NCNA on the Tth,
8th, and 9th respectively.

% TOHO has a Tokyo-Peking circuit.
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