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The Mujahedinin Action

During the Soviet offensive last April. the Afghan rebels
combined strategy and weaponry to bloody effect. In one opera-
tion. 800 mujahedin, coordinating their attacks by radio. am-
bushed a feet of Soviet vehicles traveling along the Salang
Road. the main highway between Kabul and the Soviet border.

By the following day.

little remained of the Soviet procession

save smoke. smashed and smoldering trucks. and the body of an
Afghan government soldier {ieft). Four days later. the rebels
struck again with a textbook ambush (above and right). They
boxed in a Soviet convoy by firing rocket-propelled antitank
grenades in front of the enemy vehicles and behind them. Then.
from their mountain hideouts. they rained heavy machine-gun
fire down upon their stranded prey. Forty Soviet vehicles went
up in flames, and pillars of thick black smoke billowed hundreds

of feet into the air.

AFGHANISTAN

Caravans on Moonless Nights

The Soviet army's seventh and most
punishing assault on Afghanistan’s
Panjshir Valley this spring was in many
respects an exercise in frustration. Mos-
cow was determined to bring down Ah-
mad Shah Massoud, 30. a resourceful
leader of the mujahedin, who have been
defying the Soviets ever since they invad-

1| ed the country in 1979. But only five days

before the beginning of the Soviet opera-
tion. code-named Goodbye Massoud. the
mujahedin commander suddenly slipped
away from his headquarters and went into
hiding. The following week the Soviets
claimed Massoud was dead. Within
hours. the rebel leader’s voice crackled
over the Soviet army’s secret radio net-
work. accurately describing the weather.
the Soviet positions and their casualties
that day. Meanwhile, in whatever direc-
tion Soviet tanks turned. they ran across
rebel-laid land mines. According to West-
ern diplomats in the Afghan capital of
Kabul, casualties were so high that grave-
diggers at the local cemetery worked
overtime to bury up to 40 soldiers a day.
The mujahedin had some special help
that enabled them to resist the formidable
assault so well. Three weeks before the
Soviet tanks began to roll, American spy
satellites detected movements that al-
lowed agents to warn the rebels of the im-

How the CIA supports and supplies the anti-Soviet guerrillas

pending attack. Massoud's radio perfor-
mance was made possible by the use of
more than 40 ClA-supplied portable
transmitters. In response 1o a specific re-
quest from Massoud, the CIA also ar-
ranged 1o send hundreds of land mines by
plane, ship. truck. camel and pony across
three continents and through several in-
termediaries. so that they got into rebel
hands just before Goodbye Massoud be-
gan. Says a Western diplomat: “Nothing
would make the Soviets happier than
breaking the back of the Cla pipeline in
Afghanistan.”

The thwarting of Goodbye Massoud
was the most recent, and perhaps the
most daring, success of the CIA's opera-
tion to assist the embattled guerrillas.
Like most of the world. the U.S. was out-
raged when the Soviets invaded Afghani-
stan and proceeded to transform itintoa
puppet state. That shock. together with
widespread sympathy for the mujahedin,
has not abated as Moscow has tried t0
consolidate its tenuous control over the
nation by resorting to carpet bombing.
chemical warfare and outright massacre
of civilians. -

So the existence of a ClA pipeline 10
the mujahedin has long been an open se-
cret. President Carter's National Security
Adviser, Zbigniew Brzezinski. publicly

took credit for setting up the arms flow to
the Afghan rebels in 1979. Shortly before
his death in 1981, Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat acknowledged that the US.
was using Egypt to ship weapons 10 Af-
ghanistan. During a visit to Pakistan last
year. Secretary of State George Shultz
went so far as to tell several thousand Af-
ghan refugeed. “You fight valiantly, and
your spirit inspires the world. T want you
1o know that you do not fight alone. I can
assure you that the United States has.
does and will continue to stand with you."”
Sources in Asia. the Middle East and the
U.S. have given TIME some details of how
the aid pipeline works. Used selectively.
the information sheds fight on this opera-
tion without exposing individuals and
organizations.

The cIA spends around $75 million a
year supplying the rebels with grenades,
RPG-7 rocket launchers and portable sur-
face-to-air missiles. as well as with radio
equipment and medicines. Although the
guerrillas have their own stock of rifles.
which they replenish with weapons cap-
tured during ambushes or taken from the
Soviet dead. the CIA sends ammunition
for AK-47s. together with machine guns
and sophisticated snipers’ rifles. Ship-
ments of these goods arrive every few
days. sometimes in the arms of messen-
gers. but most ofien on caravans that
travel on moonless nights to evade the
powerful searchlights of low-flying Soviet
helicopters. As a senior Western military
attaché old TIME. "Getting the material
they need in to the mujahedin must be
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one of the most hazardous and difficult
supply tasks ever undertaken in modern
military history.”

Politically the CIA’s main challenge
has been to avoid linking its operation to
the government of Pakistani President
Zia ul-Haq. Burdened by the inflow of
more than 3 million Afghan refugees. Zia
has actively tried to negotiate a settle-
ment 10 the war in the face of Soviet in-
transigence. He has also repeatedly de-
nied Soviet charges that his country was
directly supplying the Afghan rebels in
any way. Evidence to the contrary would
not only compromise the talks. which are
being conducted through the United Na-
tions, but could even give the Soviets a
pretext for moving into Pakistan’s North-
West Frontier province. “We're going to
keep Zia's hands clean,” CIA Director
William Casey told a top aide early on.
Says a senior intelligence official: “Ideal-
ly, the pipeline had to be invisible, pass-
ing through Pakistan without the Paki-
stanis’ being aware that it was there.” As
a result. much of the operation is handled
with the help of Saudi Arabia, which
grows increasingly alarmed as Soviet
airbases draw ever closer to its oilfields.
The Saudis’ support for the guerrillas is
by no means covert; only six weeks ago,
Crown Prince Abduilah encouragingly
assured Afghan refugees in Pakistan,
“Your struggle is a jihad [holy war] be-
cause you have taken up arms in defense
of Islam. We will continue to assist you as
we did in the past. We will always remain
on your side.” :

The CIA pipeline to the guerrillas,
initiated by the Carter Administration,
was stepped up by Casey soon after Presi-
dent Reagan’s election. The new director
wasted no time in ordering his station
chiefs in Europe to look for Afghan exiles
who might make good recruits. The CIA
men began by poring over lsts of students
and teachers. compiling dossiers on likely
candidates and placing them under sur-
veillance. Those who seemed thoroughly
reliable and unquestionably pro-
mujahedin received casual invitations to
lunch from a visiting American professor.,
or a priest. perhaps. or even a Saudi busi-
nessman. All were undercover CIA agents.
While the CIA was recruiting some 50
such Afghans in Europe. it was also, with
help from the FBI gathering a similar
group in the U.S. Though most of the re-
cruits were students. one was a Manhat-
tan taxi driver. another a millworker
from Ohio, a third a judo instructor from
the Southwest.

or nine months, the 100 Afghans

underwent training at CIA schools
around the US. where they learned
about shipping. running travel agencies
and sending large containers overseas. At
last, in the spring of 1982, Casey sent
his fresh graduates into the field, armed
with code names. passports and generous
subsidies. .

Some 30 Afghan agents took up posi-
tions in Saudi Arabia, working for small
companies that handled the shipment of
cargo to Asia. There they were put in

charge of sending out electronic equip-
ment, sewing machines and fertilizers, as
well as religious materials going to far-
flung Muslims in Malaysia. Indonesia
and. of course, Pakistan. To these regular
shipments, the Afghans would sometimes
add a few cases of arms. specially coded
for quick detection by their colleagues.
“We began modestly, because we were
new to the game,” one recruit says. “But
as we got the hang of it, we were gradual-
ly able to increase the volume.™

Meanwhile, the majority of the Af-
ghan recruits went to Pakistan. where the
ClIA has for three decades run a topnoich
network of agents and safe houses. “The
CIA archives on Pakistan are perhaps the
best in the world,” a Western diplomat
notes. “When the CIA pipeline first moved
in, there wasn't a path into or out of Af-
ghanistan that they didn't have mapped
down to every physical detail.” Better yet.
nearly half of the almost 5.000 ships that
unloaded goods in the Pakistani port of
Karachi last year were carrying cargo
from the Persian Gulf. A special arrange-
ment allows vessels transporting food or
medicine for Afghan refugees in Pakistan
10 be unloaded quickly and waved onto
waiting trucks without going through
normal customs procedures. The Afghans
probably make use of this system to send
along their arms.

The transportation of the land
mines was a lextbook example of the
pipeline in operation. “It was a test."
said an Afghan agent. “It made us feel
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that we were helping our brothers inside
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Afghanistan fight the Russians.” As
soocn as Massoud requested the mines,
US. Army ordnance depots in the US,
and West Germany collected the ma-
tériel, erased all the US. markings, then
sent it to a CILA installation near Stutt-
gart.-There the mines were wrapped in
special shock-absorbent material and
packed in lightweight, waterproof, steel
shipping boxes. The crates were stuffed
with telephone wires and batteries; their
contents were described as telephone
equipment for a religious organization.
Next the shipment was loaded onto a
cargo plane, which a CIA crew flew to a
secret landing strip in the Persian Gulf
sultanate of Oman.

From there the mines were trans-
ported by ship to Pakistan’s Makran
coast. The CIA Afghans met the
arms there and drove them to a rendez-
vous with the mujahedin in a desolate
area near the Afghan border. The guer-
rillas tock the arms away in a Soviet-
made truck; when that vehicle broke
down, they swilched to camels. Upon
arrival at the outskirts of Kabul, the
mujahedin opened the boxes and care-
fully packed each mine in a mixture of
camel dung, mud and straw—the mate-
rials that local peasants use to build
walls. Finally, more than two weeks lat-
er, ponies piled high with the booty ar-
rived at Massoud's base in the Panjshir
Valley. Says a senior Western diplomat
in the region: “Considering that we are
living in the age of computers and the
Concorde, the means of getting help to
the mujahedin are extremely primitive.
Airdrops are possible in rare circum-
stances, but the Soviets have radar and
fast interceptors.”

The Cia has also taken care to set up
swift and secure communication links
with and among the rebels. Upon receiv-
ing intelligence, intermediaries in Oman
and Saudi Arabia relay messages east-
ward to Afghan agents in Pakistan and
westward 1o CIA headquarters in Langley,
Va. Two years ago. the six major guerrilla
groups within Afghanistan had to com-
municate by messenger: during the latest
Soviet assault, Massoud was able to use
radios to call for assistance from two oth-
er rebel bands.

The pipeline is probably working at
close to its capacity, and the CIA is
determined not to upset its delicate SYys-
tem. For that reason, the agency has, in
recent months, refused to increase the
quality or quantity of US. aid to the Af-
ghan rebels. Last month, however, the
House of Representatives passed a bill
that would make Pakistan one of five
countries where more than six military
advisers may be stationed.

Sums up an Afghan agent: “Soviet at-
tempts to cut the pipeline have created
some frustration and disappointment. But
the struggle inside Afghanistan continues
tosurvive and, in some important ways, the
pipelinecontinues togrow.” —8ByPicolyer,
Reported by Dean Brelis/Karachi

SOVIET UNION

Growls from a “Wounded Bear”

Moscow angrily rejects Western inquiries about Sakharov

N ear the end of two days of meetings
with Soviet officials in Moscow last
week, Australian Foreign Minister Bill
Hayden finally broached the diplomati-
cally ticklish topic. He asked his counter-
part, Andrei Gromyko, for information
about the health of Andrei Sakharov, 63,
the Nobel Peace Prize recipient who is be-
lieved to have begun a fast on May 2 to
gain official approval for his wife Yelena
Bonner to receive medical treatment out-
side the Soviet Union. A look of irritation
and anger flickered over Gromyko's dour
features. Moscow “will not be told how to

krritated and angry: F orelgn Minister Gromyko
“The conversation on this subject ends here.”

deal with the Sakharovs by other coun-
tries,” he snapped. “The conversation on
this subject ends here.”

That response to the mere mention of
Sakharov was consistent with the ultra-
hard line that Moscow has shown the
world in recent weeks. After Gromyko re-
buffed Hayden’s appeal, Soviet Deputy
Prime Minister Nikolai Talyzin told the
visiting Juan Antonio Samaranch, presi-
dent of the International Olympic Com-
mittee, that the Soviets had no intention
of reversing their decision to withdraw
from the Los Angeles Olympics no matter
how many emissaries came around. In
ironic counterpoint to Moscow's vocifer-
ous complaints that Soviet athletes would
not be safe at the Games, American offi-
cials revealed that a U.S. consular officer
had been attacked by “goons” on the
streets of Leningrad in broad daylight in
April. The Soviets, a senior US, diplomat
summed up last week, are behaving “like
a wounded bear.” .- .

Hayden was not. the only foreigner

_fearing that a direct challenge to the

to receive a chilly blast from the Krem-
lin in answer to inquiries about the
missing couple. French Foreign Minister
Claude Cheysson announced Jast week
that the Soviets had rejected an appeal
from the European Community, labeling
the Sakharov case an “internal affair”
Cheysson said that French President
Frangois Mitterrand still planned to
visit Moscow this year but noted that
Sakharov’s death “would be such a
shocking thing that it would affect rela-
tions between the Soviets and any coun-
try.” The Reagan Administration con-
tinued to mute its protests last week,

Kremlin would only make the situation
worse for the Sakharovs, Confessed a
State Department official whe has mon-
itored the case closely: “We feel we sim-
ply don’t know what’s happening. It's
Very worrisorme.”

No display of Soviet hostility and rage
has seemed more perplexing than the
Kremlin's handling of the Sakharov case.
Family friends who on three successive
nights drove past the Sakharov apartment
in Gorky, the city to which the dissident
physicist has been exiled since 1980, said
they were convinced no one was there be-
cause they had seen no lights in the win-
dows. Soviets with access to official infor-
mation claimed that Sakharov had been
hospitalized two weeks ago and that offi-
cials were “very, very concerned” about
his health.

Yet in a commentary titled “Healers
from the CIA,” the Soviet news agency
TASS provided a cryptic but decidedly up-
beat report on Sakharov's health, “What
of his hunger strike?" asked TAss. “Let us
cite exact medical facts: Sakharov feels
well, is eating regularly and is leading an
active way of life.” Considering that the
scientist suffers from heart trouble, the
reference to his new-found vigor strained
credibility. But the tone of the commen-
tary seemed calculated to assuage fears
that Sakharov might still be fasting and
close to death.

US. officials regarded the attack on
Consular Officer Ronald Harms outside a
restaurant in downtown Leningrad nearly
two months ago as another reflection of
“the sour Soviet attitude toward the US."
Last week U.S. Ambassador to Moscow
Arthur Hartman personally delivered a
strongly worded protest to Leningrad offi-
cials. Harms had apparently finished
talking to a Soviet citizen who was in trou-
ble with the authorities, when: three
youths accosted him in the doorway,
knocked him to the ground and kicked
him. US. diplomats had no doubt that
Harms’ attackers were engaged, as one of-
ficial put it, in a “public-sector activity™
with government approval . m
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