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ARMY GEN HOFFMANN CRITICTZES NATO
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 3 - 13

[Editorial by Amy Gen H. Hoffmann, member of the politburo of the
SED Central Committee and GDR Minister {or National Defense]

A Good Initial Position for the 1974/75 Training Year

/Text/ The 1974/75 training year has started well in all the sectors of
the National People's Army and the border troops. In the midst of our
working population the army members are preparing themselves with new
initiatives in the struggle for a high degree of combat power and combat
readiness for the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the liberation
from fascism and the 20tL anniversary of the Warsaw Fact. The goals
that we have set for ourselves are high, the foundations on which we
build on are solid.

What characterizes the efforts and the results of the 1973/74 training
year that we need continue and enlarge? Cbaracteristic were the efforts
for higher results in troop leadership, in education and training; their
objective, critical and progress-oriented spirit. Characteristic was
the struggle for the direct troop relevance of our ideological work; the
intensive efforts to strengthen the authority of the party organizations
and their closeness to the masses. Characteristic was the effort to
strengthen our comradeship-in-arms, particularly with the Soviet Army,
- and to increase the combat power and combat readiness of our formations
and troop units in accordance with alliance obligations.

If we look over the results we can state:

The work of all of us has paid off! Over the past year--and this is one
of the most valuable results--the political consciousness of the great
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mass of our army members, their performance willingness and thelr
operational readiness have increased. All the activities of the noll-
rleal and military leadership, of trainlng and education, have led with
more cffectiveness to a marked Increase In the combat readilness of the
troops and staffs of all the services and the border troops.

We have tade progress because we could always count on the diligence

and initlative of our soldiers, our NCO's and junior lieutenants,

on the enerpgy and high performance of our officers, generals and admirals,
and on the activity of our cirilian employees, because all the members

of the NVA and the border troops left no stone unturned to strengthen

the defensive capability of socialism.

We have made progress because our party and its Central Committee, the
Councll of Ministers of the GBR and the national defense council have
have always paid close attention to our National People's Army and the
border troops and have consistently worked to develop our entire soclal-
ist national defense.

We have made progress because the working class, the collective farmers
and the socialist intelligentsia, together with our entire workin, popu-
lation, have created good conditions for the military protection of
socialism. Thus we enjoy a good starting position to successfully re-
solve the tasks of the current training year.

In which political and, ip particular, political-military environment
will we have to fulf1ll these tasks?

Detente--the Principal Tendency in International Relations

"We live in a time," said comrade Brezhnev at the occasion of the ceremony
celebiating the 25th anniversary of the GDR. "in whlch the basic condi-
tions for a fundamental reformation of international relations are
present, in the first instance here in Europe.”1

These fundamental changes in the world political arena and in international
relations are the lawful result of the global peace initiatives, prii-
cipally on the part of the Soviet Union, which characterized our collec-—
tive peace and security policy also in the past year. The decisive
foundation which allows these successes to flourish has been and con-
tinues to remain the steadily increasing strength and radiation capability
of the socialist system in the political, economic, military and in-
tellectual-cultural areas. It is this strength that guarantees that
detente has today become the main tendency in international relations.

It encourages and strengthens those working masses who are still living

in the imperialist sphere of influence in their anti-imperialist struggle.

2
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Thanks to the might of the Soviet Union and the growing international
influence of our socialist community of states, the way towards good
neighborly relations and wutually beneficial cooperation among states

of differing social order is being prepared day by day. Preliminary
gsucces3es can already be seen in the limitaticn of the armaments race

in pr.clal sectors, and the genuine prospect to commence the limitation
of arms has begun to appear. Not least of all the growing strength and
activity of the Soviet Union and its allies is wituessed by such facts
as the checking of the military conflicts in the Near East and on Cyprus.
In both cases 1t has been the constructive foreign policy of the Soviet
Unlon, that is true to its principles and has as its objective the safe-
guarding of the sovereignty of peoples, which has contributed in de-
cisive measure to the start of political negotiations.

Successes in the anti-imperialist ctruggle can be registered also on
other fronts. In Portugal, the fascist dictatorship has collapsed.

And although the forces of reaction are trying everything to inhibit

the alliance between the pro~ressive narties and .he movement of the
armed forces in order to prevent the transition of the former Portug: -se
colonies to the path of national independence, its machinations have

not been successful to date. In Greece too, whose working people have
for years been under the whip of the fascist military, the reactionary
groupings have had to retreat.

The successes of the Soviet Union, of the other sccilalist states, of

the anti-imperialist liberation movement and of the international workers'
movement, thesé are the one, the dominant, the progress-oriented side

of the global happening. On the other hand, the opponents of socialism,
of peace and democracy also left nothing undone in the last vear to delay
the process of internationil detente and the growth of the progressive
forces that is connected with it.

The fascist junta in Chile not only is reinforcing its systematic oppres-
sion of the working people and of all democrats in the “aterior of the
country, it also is playing a decisive role in the encirclement of Peru
by U.S. imperialism and the Latin American oligarc“ies which are also
directed against other progressive countries and m.- 3ments in South
America. The imperialist leadership group in Israel is also maintalning
its aygressive and hegemonistic policy against the Arab peoples.

NATO is Planting Charges Against Detente

The leading circles of the imperialist camp are maintaining as before
their policy of strength, of the arms race, of threats and blackmail
based on military force. Thus Kissinger, the Secretary of Sta'e of the
United States, declared 20 August 1974 in Miami in an address to war
veterans assoclations of the "nited States, that the United States will

3
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have to remain "a superior military power" because the military might

of the country is the foundation of its diplomatic strength. It is
necessary therefore to bring its "military strength into harmony with
its foredgn policy objectives.'" The United States therefore wonld never
accept "the strateglc superiority of another power." 1In pointing to the
" - fact that the United States has at present about one third of its con-
I ventional forces deployed abroad, Kissinger statea candidly that these
e troop contingents "are not serving abroad just to do the foreigners a
favor."

FEven though the internal contradictions within the NATO Pact are coming
to the fore stronger than ever--for instance the fourth Middle Eastern
War and the military altercations between Greece and Turkey in connec—
' tion with Cyprus--the imperialists have thus far always succeeded to

' bridge the contrasts between the member states on the basis of their
v, common class interests, to strengthen the alliance particularly be-
' tween the U.S. and the Western European NATO states and to expand the
political and military action capability of the wmilitary bloc. Not-
withstanding all the rivalries over armament profits amoug the imperi-
alist zoncerns, NATO has also succeeded in attainins a relatively high
s degree of arms cooperation and to advance the integration of the Western
European communications systems and of their logistical systems. All
these efforts aim in the final .nalysis at a separate Western European
military alliance under the NATO roof which will also have control over
the British and French niclear arms and their delivery systems.

At the beginning of November 1974, American Secretary of Defense
Schlesinger visited the FRG. 1In the course of his visit he emphasized
the importance of that country as a "bastion of NATO." The FRG should
become more conscious of its decisive role in view of the political
sitvation in Eurcpe. FRG Defense Minister Leber, for his part, assured
the visitor that the FRG would maintain its position in the alliance. The
cooperation with the United States never functioned as well as now.
Latest results c¢f this ''well-functioning cooperation" are already in
evidence! Thus the FRG is increasing the number of brigades in its army
from 33 to 36 and 1s improving the combat strength of five additional
brigades through mechanization in particular through the allocation of
tanks. The advance guard role of tue FRC within the NATO alliance was

4 honored by Schlesinger with the final confirmation that the U.S. forces
- statiouned in the FRG were to be strengthened by two brigades, two artil-
L lery battallions and one attack helicopter company at a cost of the

) logistical forces.Z We will thus have to count cn five more NATO origades
C in the attack deployment of NATO on the territory of the FRG beginning
with 1975.

The NATO strategists are putting their main emphasis on the qualitative
improvement of their forces in orde. to make these even more effective

<, 4
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g and movilization-independent. 1In this way the nuclear units of the NATO
forces have been strengthened by phasing in of the operational-tactical
"Lance" missile system and the F-4E "Phantom" fighter. In the case of
the ground forces the anti-tank and anti-aircraft forces are being
“/.» strengthened and the fire power and attack capability of the units is
4 . being reinforced. The U.S. Army for instance has started to equip its
e units with the M 60 A 2 tank and 18 supplying the FRG forces with the
N M 60 A1 tank as well as the continued use of the "Leopard" tanks and
L the "Marder" self-propelled guns. New combat vehicles are also coming
\1“ Into use among the British ard the Belgian ground forces.

The NATO air forces are improving their combat possibilities through
inore modern weapons and equipment, by meams of rockets and bombs of
high accuracy and target effect as well as with devices for elecironic
counter measures. Air defemse was improved Lty changes In the ulert
system and command and control measures. Cooperation with the air de-
fense system of the land forces has been more closely coordinated,

the low--level reconnaissance service has been expanded and the anti-
aircraft rocket forces have undergone technical modernization.

The naval forces of NATO were able to maintain throughout the vear a
high degree of operational readinese for units of its attack and security
forces while at the same time maintaining its reconnaissance and observa-
tion missions,.

Between 45 and 65 percent of all the naval units were constantly at sea.
The activities of the maval forces have been extended with respect to
the duration, the strergth and the ocean spacz used for the compsetion
of the combat task. The equipment with new guided missile patrol boats,
marine helicopters as well as other modera weapons and equipment was
continued. '

Tne improvement of the NATO military potential also extends to the
operational prrparation within the territory, ¢f the HATO states and in
particular that of the "RG. The constiction of protected air bases,
: fortified combat positions, of tactical air bases and depots on the
L regular air bases was advanced. This is true also regarding the inmorove-
' - ment of the military communication network. Along the border strip ya-
- Inforced concrete towers have been started that are intended to house
radio and radar reconnailssance installations. The traffic net has been
" extended and the construction of barriers has been continued. The linking
of the military pipelines into a supply net has commenced.

The facts cited here are only a part of that which the most important

NATO states are doing for the purposes of armament, and to raise their
aggressive capabilities, and are examples of the explosive charges that
are being heaped up against detente. With good reason Comrade Honecker
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said at the beginning of the party training year: "It is this way,

that while one part of the bourgeoisie in the capitalist countries view
peaceful coexistence as the only alternatlve tJ a nuclear war in view of
the st—2ngth of gocialism, other civcles of monopoly capltalism--particu-
larly the military-industrial complex--do not want to let go of the
bankrupt conceptions of the cold war and are attempting not only to

stop the process of detente, but to reverse it. Our foreign and de-

fense policies therefore must take into consideration all the varilables,'"3

What Does it Mean to Make the Detente Process Irreversible?

To make the process of detente irrcversible requires today and in the
future a hard struggle to prevent the Imperialist system and its most
aggressive circles from altering in its favor the balance of forces.

To make detente irreversible requires:

—-—-fo continue along the way of the strengthening of socialism in all
sectors and with always higher effectiveness, to strengthen the weight
of our collective foreign and security policies through clnse and in-
tensive collaboration with the Soviet Union and the fraternai socialist
countries;

--to block the path of the forces of the imperialist camp that desire

to return to the practices of the "cold war'" through a constant strengthen-
ing of the collective defense strength of socialism, and to limit in-
creasingly their possibilities of embarking on military adventures:

—-—to supplement the political detente through measures of military
detente, to limit step by step the armaments race and to end it eventu-
ally completely in order to move on to actual disa:mament at a later
date;

—-—to create a system of collective security as an alternative to the
presently existing military blocs and to bring to a saccessful conclu—
sion the negotiations concerning European security as an important step
along this way;

~=to give life to the international agreements concluded to date through
the development of economic, scientific-technical and cultural cooperation,
and to regulate the relations among states of a differing social order

on the basis of principles of peaceful co-existence.

Our efforts for a dependable military protection of socialism and for

the sateguarding of peace will contribute decisively to the future de-
velopment of detente. Under the conditions of the socialist peace offen-
sive and the successes nf international detente the requirement for a
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high degree of combat power and combat readiness of our troops does not
diminish, it dincreases. To maintain and to perfect it remains the cen-
tral problem of our total activity. All cectors of military life are
subordinated to this task. Tts purposes are served by troop leadership,
by our political-ideological tralning as well as by operational and
- combat training, by logistical and medical maintenance. We have always
looked upon high combat power and combat readiness as a unity of poli-
tical-ideological, military and military-technical factors. But the
excent to which the totality of these factors is translated into effec-
tive military results depends in the last analysis always on the per-
sonal dedication of our people. The personal dedication and eagagement
of our soldiers, our NCO's, junior lieutenants, officers and civilian
empluyees has tc be organized militarily at the same time that it is
motivated ideologically. Only this unity allows us to realize a de-
cisive part of our military superiority over every imperialist aggressor.
But the extent to which we succeed, the extent to which the ideological
work becomes troop-effective and permeates all of military life, depends
to a large degree on the capability of our commanders and political
workers, on the strength and effectiveness of our basic organizations.

The Great Responsibility of Party and Political Organs

To create a clear understanding of the complicated questions of the
international class struggle and the development of the political-
military situation, that is the direct responsibility of our party and
relitical organs. This task has consequences for an informative, lively
and convincing political activity and for the operational leadership of
all sectors. The commanders must be able to depend on their deputy for
political affairs as a leading party functionary as they would wunon
themselves. Where the deputies for politicil affairs and all political
of ficers do full justicc to their leadership tasks in the guidance of
tlie political-ideological work, where they demonstrate how every com-
munist must work to direct the thinking and the action of army members
towards the disciplined performance of the military tasks and thus
towards the accomplishment of the orders of the commander, they wield
at the same time the most effective influence on the strengthening of
the authority of the party and of the individual leadership.

We must pay closer attention to the changes that have occurred in tle
thinking, feelings and conduct of our young citizens and of all our
people as we organize and guide the political work. The draftees of
today have a generally high educational level and a nigher political
maturity, they are more self-conscious and demanding in the best sense
of the word, and they are also more critical and intolerant vis-a vis
phenomena that do not fit into their concept of socialism. While this
doubtlessly creates favorable cundiiions for a more effective political
education, 7t also forcee a more careful, more differentiated and more
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varied organization of this educational process. Whoever tolerates a
schematic approach or routine in the organization and leadership of
the political work, whoever approaches the tasks of today and tomorrow
with the methode that were barely acceptable yesterday will be denied
success in his work!

Among the most significant trailts of our young soldiers, NCO's, junior
lieutants and officers as the sons of our socialist GDR is that most of
them want to be challenged and can be challenged intellectually. They
seek confirmation and recognition as valid socialist personalities. They
want to be taken seriouslv, they want to think and act independently.
They also do not accept a finished political world view, they want to
elaborate one for *hemselves. They are susceptible to substantive
information and convincing arguments. Therefore one of the decisive
conclusions as regards ideological work in all its forms—-for political
training and social sclences education, for up-to-date political infor-
mation as well as for the daily agitation viork according to military
requirements--must be: more relevance, more vividness and genuine dis-
cussion, at the same time more theoretical thoroughness and pedagogic-
methodological mastery, more, and more systematic, study of the classi-
cists of Marxism-Leninism, of the party decisicns and of the latest
contributions of Soviet military science.

Points of Emphasis in the Political-Ideological Work

Our entire political-ideological work in the coming months is under the
influence of the two historic anniversaries of May 1975. 1In the light

of the three past decades, on the basis of historical facts and our own
experiences we need to emphasize the historic achievement of the Soviet
Union and its armed forces in a convincing manner, we need to demonstrate
it as an act that next to the October Revolution has had the greatest
influence on world history. We have to explain clearly to our army
members that the Warsaw Tact represents a coalition of a completely new
and socialist character whouse socialist basis is a guarantee of its peace-
sustaining function and which has for the past two decades consistently
realized the Leninist demand for a collective defense of socialism.

The conscious application of the unity of history and policy--as it also
finds its expression in the creation and growth of the Warsaw Pact--makes
it easier to understand the mission of the socialist armed forces:
demonstrates to our arms members and civilian employees their high de-
gree of personal responsibility for the dependable military protection

of socialism and for the safeguarding of peace; and sharpens their per-
spective for future tasks. What are the main points of emphasis on which
we should concentrate ourselves in this connection?

First of all it is important to explain convincingly the worldwide offen-
sive of socialism, the historic achievements in the development of
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gsoclalism/communism as a unity and the successful balance sheet of the
GDR that Is connected with it. By this we mean the permanently high
growth rate of industrial production which 1s a characteristic trait of
socialist society and the related steady improvement in the material
affluence of people, the betterment of working and living conditions and

~ the stability of the ecoromic and social situation of the working masses.
We mean here the completely new way of life represented by socialism.

- Second, we direct ourselves to the training for socialist iniernationalism
and patriotism, to the providing of convincing evidence concerning the
decisive role of th Soviet Union and of the socialist community of
states in the world process of revolution, we orient ourselves to the
steady strengthening of the alliance with the Soviet army and the other
fraternal socialist armies. Pegardless of which tasks we have to solve
and which problems have to be mastered in the struggle for high ccmbat

. readiness--always and forever we are led by our guiding star of socialist
o internationalism. We must strengthen the conviction that a socialist
patriot is always a consistent and dependable internationalist. For us
as army members this means the str¢agthening and broadening of the
alliance relations between the National People's Army and the Soviet
Army in all its multiple forms.

Third, we have to explain thoroughly the role of the socialist military
power in the struggle for peace and security_against the opposition of
/ the reactlonary and aggressive forces of imperialism. A high srate uf
. combat readiness of our forces presupposes clarity concerning the dia-
[ lectic of the struggle for international detente and the military
f- strengthening of socialism.

Fourth, we direct our efforts in realization of the decisicns of the
Eighth SED Party Congress and the Ninth Delegates Conference of the
party organizations of the NVA and the border troops towards the un-
masking of the class enemy and his hostile policies, particularly his
military inteontions.

Effective ideological activity and truly socialist troop leadership also
means dailly concern with the question of socialist relations among che

- army members. These consciously-formed relations reflect the character
of our armed forces, they are a decisive nurturing ground for the combat
morale, the will to perform, the discipline and whole gamut of training

- results. Socialist relations are and remain an essential objective
necessity 1n the solution of military tasks in the attainment of high
combat power and combat readiness.

The tasks for the 1974/75 training year have been placed before us. To
order them for the separate services, for the border troops, their
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formations units and installations Is one alde of the cquation, But to

solve them with the leading strength of the party organizatlioas with the

dash of the Free German Youth, with the wealth of ldeas and the creative

force of all the army members and civilian employces In tho dally mili-

tary 1ife, that is the other side. Much will depend on how all super-

visors, all party functionariles, all training officers In the NVA and ~
the border troops will succeed to make the political high points of the
new training year--the 30th anniversary of the liberatlon from fascism
and the 20th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact--a dignified occaslon of
exemplary and creative performance of miiitary duties. "Soldler
Initiative 75--United With The Allies--Strong and Combat-Ready!'--this
1s the motto that describes ou. military thinking and acting in the
1974/75 training year. As soldiers of socialism we are gauging our
internationalist attitude primarily accurding to the state of our combat
readiness and on our ability to carry out combat and security missions
together with the Soviet Army and the other allied armies.

Among the most important concerns and tasks of soclalist competition in
the 1974/75 training year are the following:

—--to diffuse and absorb the Marxist-Leninist world view in an atmosphere
of st’mulating learning and comradely assistance;

—--to develop the military and military-technical knowledge, the special-
ist cnpabilities and skills of army members in a goal-oriented manner,
in particular to direct initiatives towards the exemplary care and
maintenance and the most effective eiployment of weapons and equipment:

-~to further strengthcz *he military esprit de corps, to insure in
particular that the trainling standards are met b each army member in
quality fashion and to integrate the new soldieis rapidly and in a
comradely manner into the existing collectives;

—--to strengthen military order and discipline and to promote socialist
relations in the collectives.

In socialist competition too, sucress does not arrive by itself but it

must be organized. This competition must be used even more skillfully

as a leudership technique. But this again is only possible if we suc-

ceed in M inging every collective and every single comrade into the .
discussion concerning the objectives of the competition, to promute

new inittiatives, to develop political motives in a goal-oriented manner

and to create the necessary material and organizational conditions be-

sides the “deal bases for the accomplishment by everyone of his duties

in an hc.orable manner.

Let us tap with united and increased strengths under the tested leader-
ship of the party of the working class, those practically inexhaustible

10
C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
NO FOREIGN DISSEM

Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200110023-4




Approved For Release 1999?'0!3?{%%:3‘1l I']%r:ﬁpﬁg%fobGOSROOOZOM10023-4

welloprings that result from the soclallst character of our army--for
the benefilt of our common concern of soctinllam and communism!  let us
make a worthy contribution In honor of the 30th anniversary of the
Iiberatlion of our people and the 20th annitversary of our goclallst
alliance, by not relaxing in the strupgle for high combat power and
combat readiness In the defense of soclinlism and the safeguarding of
peacce!l

FOOTNOTES
1. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (B edition), 7 Oct 74,

2. DIE WELT, Hamburg, 6 Nov 74,

3. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (B edition), 22 Oct 74,
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NATO ALLTANCE SEEN SUFFERING FROM US-EUROPEAN FLIVALRY
LBast Berlin MILIYAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 29-37

[By Col Dr. A. Charisius and Lt Col Dr. T. Dobias of the
Military History Institute of the GDR]

ifexg/ When the "Declaration Concerning Atlantic Relations" was signed
on 26 June 1574 in the course of a summit conference of the 15 NATO
nations, most mass media in the European caplitalist countries received
it without enthusiasm. The declaration had been published during a
council meeting of the treaty orgarization on 19 June. The media de-
scribed the declaration as a new and significant step in the supposedly
highly successful 25 year history of NATO but at the same time they
could not avoid noting the centinuaticn of the political crisis aof the
alliance. The FRANKFUETER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG wrote on 27 June 1974:
"The Declaration of Ottawa which the heads of government of the North
Atlantic Treaty nations signed with such ceremony on Wednesday in Brussels,
is not to be misinterpreted as a historic event...the new ecra still has
not commenced." On the other hand, FRG chancellor ll. Schmidt noted that

After all the debates of the past twelve or fifteen months such a general
declaration 3s...highly useful."l

Actually the "Atlancic Declaration'" does mark a certain milestone in the
context¢ of the lively public discussion in progress since the beginning
of 1973 concerning the future shape of the alliance in general and of

the relations between the American and the European monopoly bourgeoisie
which is evolving further, in particular. Even Western commentaries con-
firm that th:s declaration was not able to eliminate the objectively
active contradictions among the impevialist states or governments. The
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political-miltltary speakey of the CDU/CSU faction Iin the FRG Bundestayg,

M. Woerner summed it up thi= way: "The present condition of NATO glves
little reason for a celebration."” And the FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU cow-
mented on this problem on 20 June 1974 as follows: "The worth of solemn

declarations has often proved to be of short duratlon. The NATO decla-
ration of Ottawa...at best has a symbolic value...but no one in NATO

has any doubt that In splte of the solemn declaratlon quazrels will con-
tinue. Quarrels concerning the defense contribution of the serarate
countries, quarrcls because of the economic competition strupggle ELC-USA."
A dramatic demonstration that the high expectatlions of the leading NATO
circles thus far have not been realized may be seen in connection with

the Cyprus conflict. NATO policy took a public position against the
neutrality course of the povernment headed by Makarios and led to a

sharp military confrontation between the alliance meinbers, Turkey and
Grecce. Only on 4 April 1974 the (then) chancellor of the FRG, W. Brandt,
declared pompously: "NATO has given the world more securlty. A war
between the partaers of the alliance has become unthinkable.'"3 That this
misinterpretation by Brandt proved so tragic for the people of Cyprus is
obvious,

The true background of the crisis phenomena in the North Atlaatic Pact
consists ot the sharpened contradictions between the member states which
entered a new phase at the beginning of the 1970's in consequence of the
general crisis of capitalism which also entcred a new stage at that point.
This became particularly obvious in the open economic rivalry between the
United States and the countrics of capitalist Europe that are members of
the Europcan Economic Community (EEC), as well as in the deepening finan-—
clal, trade and oil crisis.

The increasing instability of the imperialist gystem, the contrasts be-
tween 1ts economic poweir centers, the failure of the postwar strategies
of international monopoly capitalism and the crisis in the relations be-
tween the {imperialist and the developing countries taken all together and
raised to a higher ,ower by changed balance of forces in favor of so-
clalism affect more intensively than heretofore the imperialist treaty
system. The first secretary of the central committee of the SED, Erich
Honecker, assessed the causes of this development as follows: '"If one
analyzes the processes, it becomes ever clearer that the current crisis
development is Sy no means exclusively dependert on cyclical economic
factors but includes all sectors of capitalist guciety. Evidently the
general crisils of capitalism has entzred a new phase...that involves the
entire social system of capitalism,"

The intensifying economic contrasts that are accompanied by differences
among the various NATO countries in the political and military area are
confronted by the intensive efforts of all the important member states
to achieve an effective coordination of their anti-socialist policies

15
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and m’llitary strategy. The expression of this effort is the NATO double
strategy that has been practiced in recent years. The slmultancous ceffect
of centrifugal and centripetal factors and tendencies thus characterize
the situation of the NATO alliance after a quarter century of aggressive
policy and strategy. The Declaration of Ottawa demonstrutes the pre-
dominant tendency in the military sector to further unify and strengthen
the military potential of the pact.

From the "New Atlantic Charter" to the "Declaration Concerning Atlantic
Relations."

Proceeding with the intention to diminish the growing contrasts with
their European allies--particularly the EEC countries——to> reasgert the
threatened leadership role in the imperialist world and particularly in
NATO and to geur the pact more adequately to the class struggle conditions
of the 1970s, the leading circles of the United States are seecking to
regulate their relations with thelr competitive partners in principle as
well as in detail. TFor this purpose they loudly proclaimed 1973 as "the
Year of Europe,'" during which these questions were to be essentially
clarified. The results were tc be affirmed in a coumon declaration of
principle that was described by H. Kissinger as the "New Atlantic Charter.">
In his speech of 23 April 1973 at the annual meeting of the "Assoctiated
Press" 1in New York he outlined 1in his (then) role as Presidential Advisor
on National Security Affairs the pertinent program of the United States.
He based himself on the political doctrine of the United States for the
1970's according to which the decisively negative changes in the environ—
ment of American capitalism required a new definition of its glokal
strategy--particularly in refevence to the socialist community of states--
as a cornerstone of its relaticng with the European alli=s. Kissinger
proceeded from the concept that an "era formed by the decisions of the
previous generation was coming to its end" because in his formulation,
1.6, "the revival of Europe 1s an incontrovertible fact" and because
"r@arding strategic military relations b -ween East and West...American
strateglc superiority has shifted to a relation of approximate parity,"6
According to Kissinger, these factors have caused a dramatic change of

the psychological climate in the West--a change that poses the greatest
challenge to statesmanship in the West."’

The concept of a '"New Atlantic Charter" which the then advisor of the
U.S. President expostulated essentially aimed at strengthening the poli-
tical leadership role of the United States in the capitalist »art of
the world with the help of NATO, to confine the economic competition
within 1limiis through a reaffirmation of political and military depend-
ency and reorganize anew the anti-socialist front. To this end the
European allies of the U.S. were to be persuaced that:
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1. "the United States has plobal interests and responsibilities” whereay
the European NATO powers only had "repional interests," which "in the
new era...were not automatlcally Identlcaly"

2. larger concesslons were to be made to the U.S. economlc Interests in

- the competition for world martets in which conmmection Kissinger regarded
the intended economic nepotiations with the EEC states concerning trade
and monetary questions as "the touchstone of imutual statesmanship;"?

, 3. they should accept a consultation requirement in the forelgn policy
i area which would have meant nothing less than submitting all foreign

' policy activities of the European capitalist countries vis-a-vis i{he
goclalist countries, but in particular also regarding the oil-producing
countries, to the approval of the Unlted States;

. 4. to agree to higher arms expenditures in order to relieve the strained

' balance of payments of the United States and to thereby increase the
effectiveness of NATO as an instrument of anti-socialist double strat.ogy;

. 3. to agree to the inclusion of Japan in the political, but above za” 1,
in the eaconomiz policy consultations.

y All these principles that were to be established in the "New Atlantic
Charter" were intended to stabilize NATO and to increase the effective-
ness of the alliance. While mailntzining the dominant role of the United
States, 1t was at the same time the intention of the leading circles of
U.S. dimperilalism to reinforce the material contributions on one hand and
on the other, the independence of capitalist Europe and Japan in the
struggle agalinst the three revolutionary global currents of our age-—in
particular against the socialist world sy~tem. The actions of the im-
perialist states in combination with the .:celeration of the arms race
were to have been coordinated more effectively with the objective of
regaining the strategic initiative in the international class struggle
by an offensive adaptation to the altered balance of force relat.ons
- between socialism and imperialism. The NATO states agreed in substance
with the aspirations for a "New Atlantic Charter" and its reactionary
: objectives. As 1is known, the arms expenditures and the qualitative
~ - improvement of the military might of the European NATO group is being
pushed ahead despite the progressive political cetente.

If the concepts and plans of the United states nevertheless were criti-
cized strongly by many of its European allies and even rejected openly
by the ruling circles of France it is due to the main reason cited

A _ earlier, namely the economic contrasts between the United States and
the EEC countries. The latter, in particular France, but also the FRG,
. refused to have military-pclitical and economic questions linked in the

nature of an ultimatum and to permit thcmselves to be pushed unconditionally
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into the second rank of a reglonal status. They therefore claborated
their own concepts for an "Atlantic Declaration." The imperialisc
contradictions delayed the drafting of a declaration acceptable to all
the member states and led among other things to the repeated postpone-
ment of the planned LEuropean trip of the then U.S. President R. Nixon
in the year 1973. The negative result-—for the United Stateg—-of the
Israell aggression in October 1973 and its consequences further in-
creased the tensions within NATO.

After a tug-o-war that lasted for monthg, a compromise between the mure
extensive demands of U.S. imperialism and the primarily military/politi-
cal interests of the European NATO states was reached on the basis of
the anti-socialist platform of the pact, leading to the '"Declarztion
Concerning Atl-ntic Relations'" of June 1974.

It is to be emphasized in this connection ths- throughout the phase of
public differences and discussions among the leading members of the pact,
the Alliance itself was never questioned, but the basic issue consisted
in the searcn for its effective adaptation to the conditions of class
struggle .f the 1970s, dominated by the requirement for a continued
contest with socialism placed on the alliance by the monopoly bourgeoisie.

The "Declaration Concerning Atlantic Relations" Continues the 01d NATO
Course N

The central part of the entire document is the declaration concerning
the irreplacability of NATO as the basis of imperialist foreign and
military policy. Tied to this inseparably is the confirmation of the
anti-socialist main direction of the Pact for the remaining years of

the 1970's and also in the transition to the 1980's. 1In this connection
there arc no differences worthy of note among the partners of the alli-
ance. The "Declaration" states demagogically that "the members of the
alliance renew in this 25th year siuce the signing of the North Atlantic
Tre-ty their dedication to its goals and its ideals."10

The double strategy of NATO directed against the socialist community of
states is being continued as a counteraction against peaceful coexistence,
notwithstanding the progress of political detente in Europe and other
parts of the world as well as the application and expansicen of the bi-
lateral treaties with socialist states and the multilateral negotlations
in Geneva and Vienna. NATO secretary general J. Luns pointed openly to
the goals of this strategy when he declared in October 1973: "The Soviet
Union believes in the prescrvation of the present situation in Europe...,.
We believe In the opposite.'1ll

On the basis of this "declaration of principle" the document--though it
uses legalistic language-—announces common measures for increasing the
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s effectiveness of the pact organization and the armament efforts of
primarily the European Group of NATO countrics.

. It 1s significant for the charasiler of the Declaration that it contalns
only political-military statements in contrast to the more extensive
- and complex concepts of H. Kissinger in April of 1973. Economic policy

leclarations and statements concerning the irclusion of Japan into trade
ard monetary coordination measures are misaing almost entirely if one
disregards the noncommittal passage eccording to which the NATO states
intend to work towards the strengthening of their Western security re-—
lations through the harmonization of relatlons in the political and
economic sphere."

This fact confirms the initial thesis that the present "Atlantic Decla-
ration" 1s on one hand a compromise between the concepts and interests of
the United States and those of the European capitalist countries merged

in the EEC. On the other hand it affirms, notwithstanding all differences
of opinion, the unified anti-socialist politi:al platform of the pact and
reveals the aggressive character of this military coalition in that it
places a priority on the further qualitative improvement of its mili-

tary might. The key politico-military statements of the declaration in-
clude:

1. The unchanged anti-socialist military and political platform of NATO

¥ is reaffirmed. The declaration continues the military policies decided

‘ on in recent years and the flexible strategy of the pact. The NATO
countrirs affirm their position that will also remain in the future the
basi: of their common anti-soclalist activities as the aggressive poli-

) tical/military alliance of the key imperialir¢ states. FRG war minister

i G. Leber defined this position in a government declaration before the

Bundestag: "The basis for our security, the most important prerequisite
for our continued existence in the East-West balance of forces...remains
the cohesion, the resolve of the North Atlantic Defense Treaty. Be-
cause this is so, the care of this alliance and the responsibility to
promote its ccability and credibility remains one of the most impoirtant
tasks to which we all must dedicate ourselves."13

. Even more than before, the legend of an alleged military threat on the
part of the Warsaw Pact must serve as a rationale. The "Atlantic Decla-
ration" states directly: "The Alliance must pay close heed to the
dangers tc whicn it is exposed in the European sector and must take all
required measures to prevent them.'"

2. This is why the document ~mphasizes the readiness of the member states
of the alliance to improve qualitatively the NATO forces, particularly

in Europe in order that these may be effectively employed as a backstop
and instrument of the double strategy. The "AD-70" directive, which s
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to be supplemented in uappropriate fashion, remains in force. Point 10
of the Declaration proclalms: 'The members of the alliance are of the
view that thelr common will to unite thelr ecfforts for the purpose

of common defense imposes on them the oblipgation to malntain and to
improve the effectlveness of theilr armed forces and that each member
is required to accept an appropriate share of the burden of the common
security according to his role 1in the structure of the alliance."1l?

The "Atlantic Declaration" thus formulates explicitly the obligation
sought particularly by the United States and the FRG from the European
alliance nations; to push ahecad the armament and force improvement of
NATO to strengthen particularly the conventional striking force of its
armies desplte the positive developments in international relations.
According to Leber "the credibility of the alliance strategy prcsupposes
that each country makes an appropriate contribution, and specifically
requires that the conventional defense capability of Europe nct he
neglected." He continues: "Once again--and this not only as a resolu-—
tion for us--: the European allies must maintain with their conventicnal
forces the assurance that the United States will use its strategic poten-
tial for the protection of Eur~rpe."l® 1n this connection the passage

in the Declaration should not be disregarded which states that the basic
military situation and the contirued improvement of the pact forces is
not to be altered either by 'present or future negotiations."

3. The Declaration illustrates that notwithstanding the deep economic
contrasts between U.S. imperialism and its Western European competitors
there continues agreement concerning the military’political leadership
role of the United States within the alliance.

The military preeminence of thke United States is underlined emphatically.
"The contribution to the security of the entire alliance which is reo-
recsented by the nuclear forces of the United States thal are stationed
in the United States as well as in Europe and by the presence of Nortb
American forces in Europe_(remains) indispensable," according to the
text or the Declaration. G. Leber justifies this position of the
European NATO countries by affirming: "The security of Europe (is)
identical with that of the United States of America."18

It 1s to be noted generally in this connection that tk: close military
Iinterdependence of the European NATO states with the United States which
nas fo. long been strived for and also practiced by the FRG imperialists
has now found its expression in the "Atlantic Declaration.” Evidently
the leading circles of the FRG were able to accomplish their purposes

in this regard. According to this concept the countries of the European
NATO Group are on the one hand directly dependent on the U.S. auclear
force in the foreseeable future irrespective of possible steps in the
direction of a "political union" of the capitalist countries of Western
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Europe witt its own mllitary forces within the NATO framowork. On the
other hand, according to the argumentation of the military experts of
FRG imperialism and of other EEC politiclans, the United States is like-
wise made dependent on the ceconomic, political and military potential

of the Westsrn European states as the decisive support factor in its
global strategy. The most recent "White Book'" of the FRG government
11lustrates thic actual interdependence In an emphatic manner. It
states that "the politi:al and military presence of the United States
nd Canada in Europe" rust be maintained because it also serves "American
wnterests which ar: explained by the welght of western Europe In the
power balance of the two world powers, by the importance of the Eurvpean
coastline for the United States and by the close traditional political,
economic and cultural relations with Europe."19

Precisely in this sense, U.S. forelgn minister H. Kissinger stated in a
speech before the war veterans organization "American lLegion' in Miami
on 20 August 1974: "About one third of our conventional military forces
are statjioned abroad...they are not there just to do a favor to the

foreigners overseas. They are abroad as a part of our own defense .20
And American Secretary of Defense J. Schlesinger emphasize1 for his
part: "I d- not doubt that in the eyes of most Americans the American
commitment for European securlty represents a substantial part of
American security itself." He continues: '"The American forces placed

under NATO control will not be cut. They are being given the highest
priority. Their readiness 1is constantly being improved and their equip-
ment modernized.'?1

Declarations of this kind on the part of the key NATO politicians indicate
that there are in the alliance influential circles who desire to continue
the arms race and to practice the bankrupt policy of strength vis-a-vis
the socialist community of states in a new guise. 1In view of this situ-
ation the meeting of the Political Consultative Council of the Warsaw

Pact member states in April 1974 issued a renewed warning '"'that the
enemies of international detente, the adherents of the cold war, the
forces of imperialism and of reaction have not laid down their arms.

They are attempting to work against the process of detente which responds
to the aspirations of all peoples, they desire to inhibit this process."
It was emphasized: '"The militarist circles are seeking to activate NATO."22

4, The "Atlantic Declaration" di .closes for the first time in a NATO docu-
ment a. also establishes the concept to a certain extent that the nuclear
forces or Great Britain and France "are in a position to take over their
own deterrent role which contributes to the strengthening of the general
deterrent force of the alliance."?3 This is intended to mean both that
these nuclear forces are a firm part of the nuclear deterrent force of

NATO and that it may provide the basis for a West European nuclear mili-
tary power.

19
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A critical analysis of the muain military/political statements of the
"Atlantic Declaration" allows the general conclusion that the key NATO
powers have put aside their economic policy differences to agree on the
preservation and strengthening of the NATO Pact and on common principles
and harmonized activitiles against the soclalist community of states.

At the same time the Increasing role of the Western Furopean NATO states
within the alliance has been confirmed officially. Contradictions and
commonalities thus continue to form part of the picture of NATO. In

its current development phase the alliance reflects the general crisis
of capitalism in the 1970's. It continues to include a tendency towards
aggression and reaction against the main currents of our time.

At a meeting of Soviet soldiers Erich Honecker warned against these
peace-threatening activities when he stated: '"We cannot neglect that
with the arming of imperialist states, particularly the United States
and the FRG, the material bases of a policy of aggression not only have
been maintained, but have been strengthened in a dangerous manner.
Certain imperialist forces are redoubling thezir efforts to perfect the
military instrument of NATO and to protect it against the crisis phenom-
ena or caoltalism. This policy is supplemented by efforts toc delay and
interfe;g with the European security conference and the arms limitations
talks."“

The principles of the Declaration reilect the new conditions of capitalism~--
in the first instance the changed military balance between the Soviet
Union and the United States. However the anti-socialist and counter-
revolutionary direction of the Pact remains substantially unaltered.

This was confirmed anew by NATO Secretary General J. Luns on the occasion
of the 25th anniversary of NATO when he said: 'We do not need any new
objectives, we only need to emphasize and update our vld goals."2 And
the American member of Congress, M. T. Clare has formulated with brutal
frankness the global strategic aims of U.S. imperialism. According to

his view "it is still necessary to maintain our superior power position

on this planet whether in the military or economic field and to strengthen
our control over foreign markets and sources of raw materials. To achieve
these goals it is necessary to keep Soviet power in check...it is also
necessary to keep our capitalist allies in a state of constant subordi-
nation, and to destroy the national liLeration movements in the third
world countries."20

To accomplish the goals of the pact, the key NATO powers are searching

for modified strategies and new forms of the cocrdinated employment of
their potential. The efforts of the United States have as their special
goal a continuation of the qualitative arms race according to the prin-
ciple of the division of labor, in order to attain a position of military
strength from which the global U.S. strategy and the anti-socialist double
strategy of NATO can be carried through. H. Kissinger said this openly

in the speech that has already been quoted above '"America (has to) remain

20
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<t an unsurpassable military power...the military might of America 1s the
foundation of our :tiplomatic strength." This is why it is necessary to
have "the militery atrength accord with the forelgn policy goals." Be-
sides the qualfity improvemernt of the strategic nuclear forces this in-
volves especially the strengthening of the "tactical forces" because the
- lat_er represent "the most important tool of our diplomacy in times of
crislia."?

The arme race pushed forward by the militaristic circles of the United
States and 1its allies is linked with the hopeless attempts to alter the
military balance of forces through the galning of advantage over the
Soviet Union and its allies in the current negotiations on arms limita-
tions and troop reductions. "In these negotiations the NATO countries

do not proceed from the principle of equal security, but propose troop
strength reductions that would give them clezr advantages. Moreover, they
. are closing the door against any real arms reduction by wanting to agree

' only on the reduction of troops but not on the reduction of weapons, ' the
DEUTSCHE VOLKSZEITUNG commented in the FRG.Z2

In his talk before the Soviet soldicrs cited above, Erich Honecker
characterized this unreal range of ATO objectives as follows: ''This
shows that the imperialist military policy continues to do everything
to subvert the policy of peaceful coexistence and of detente. It con-
tinues to be aimed at the strategic objective of th. destruction of
socialism."29

The anti-socialist goals re-emphasized once again in the NATO "Atlantic
Declaration" are directed unequivocally against further detente in
Europe and other parts of the world. They violate the principle of
equal security for all participating states in the negotiations con-
cerning arms limitations and troop reductions. This is why these goals
will founder on the strength and the determination of the socialist
community of states as well as on the growing popular will for a secure
peace. The imperialist states cannot forever inhibit this Lrocess.,

Political detente will be completed by measures in the military field.
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DETATLS PROVIDED ON DEVELOPING OFFICER CHARACTERISTICS
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in Germen Jan 75 pp 52-58

[By Lt Col R. Graubner of the Ernst Thaelmann Officer's
Academy )

/Text/ It is primarily the commanders in the first and sccond gradec
who provide direct training and education for our soldiers and noncom-
missioned officers. The commander characteristics which are recessary
for this must he developed at the military academies and nust subse-
quently be perfected and stabilized in the course of service with the
troops. The problems existing in conjunction therewith affect the
instructors and educators at the military academies as well as the
officers in the troop units. The development o’ commander character-
istics 1s a complex and multiform process. This complexity and multi-
formity must be taken into account and mastered by us in our day-to-day
work. We will be in a better position to do this if we penetrate more
deeply into the ideological-psychological components of the development
of commander charactaristics. Admiral W. Verne: has stressed that "the
development of solid political and military knowledge, the hardening of
one's determination, the development of socialist convictions and class-—
consclous conduct to a significant extent follow inevitable psycho-
logical-pedagogical laws which can in no case be circumvented."

Ideological-psychological aspects of the development and stabilization
of commander characteristics are as follows:

--The work of the commander is, above all, work in the service of the

working class and its party. It therefore requires first of all the
development of politico-ideological convictions, which constitute the
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maln arca of the entlre commander characterintics complex. Tt 1s par-
ticularly the soclallist banlc convictlons which provide an extraordluary
atlmulative and pulding force for the actions of the commander.  They

dectlsively determine the course of his actlvities as wall as the woy In
which he relates to his military work and to the military collectivc.
- His polit{ico-1decologlcal convict fons help the commander (o orlentate

himself correctly in concrete slituations calllng for mili:tary declislons,
to proceed In a partisan manner, and to act wlith political awarencss.

——In connection with the development ...} stabllization of commander
characteristics, one must take note of the fact that the activities of
a commander und~2r modern combat conditions have changed significantly
conpared to former wars. On the one hand, the scope of the tasks to
be carried out has grown enormously and, on the other hand, the time
available for carrying out thesc tasks has been reduced substantially,
In order to develop commander characteristics among the officer trainces
and young officers, even more intensified combat and croop-related
political and military activities must be organized at the wmilitary
academies and training approaching combat conditions must be organized
in the troop units.

—--Commander characteristics consist of politico-ideologir a1l and military
awareness factors which at any point in time determine the perfo.mance,
the conduct, the thinking, and the actions of the officer personality,
Well-founded decision~ can only be made by a commander in whom the
necesgsary characteristics have been developed in the course of his
prior training and activities. The way a commander acts at any one
time depends to a considerable extent on the level of development of
such characteristics as politico-ideological convictions, thoroughness,
practical application, speed and perseverance, boldness as well as
clearheadedness in his calculations, originality and validity of his
dccisions, and creatlveness and a sensc cf responsibilit, .

--Commander characteristics are structured psychical phenomena the in-
dividual psychical components of which are of varying significance and
value. In this connection, let us take 2 closer look at the commander
characteristic called "sense of responsibility." This characteristic
- is first of all a political category. Its devalopment is conmected with
a multitude of other characteristics such as a sense of duty vis-a-vis
the tasks posed by the party of the working class, and a sense of duty
vis-a-vis technical equipment entrusted in one's care. We have attempted
to depict the structure of the "Sense of Responsibility" commander
characteristic by means of a chart (Fiz. 1).

--Being able to recognize and understand tk> structuredness of such central

characteristics makes *t easier for us patiently and purposively to de-
velop these characteristics in our officer trainees and young officers.
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Flgure 1. Structure of "Sense of Responsibility" commsader characteriotlc

Sense of rm;pmml.hl..llt;y ol the commander
M i ey
del lef In the merlta Intolerance vis-a-viy Generatfve restlesaness,
of the defensne of the shortcomings.
goc Lalist fatherliand
and of the steady real-
ization of proletarian

International {sm.

Consclentiousness in Precliseness and Abllity to carry things
carrylng out service exact ltude. through.

instructions and

commands.

Highly developed Eagerness for human Love of officer's
sznge of duty with contacts. profession.

respect to sub-
ordinate clasg com-
rades and the technical
equipment entrusted

to his care.

~~Commender characteristics are stabilized in varyling degrees. It be~
comes apparent agaln and agaln that structures of psychical character-
istics can be quite variable, depending on the objective demands made
on the personality involved as well as depending on the level of de-
veleopment in any particular case. It has not been our experience that
the characteristics striven for through educational influences in an
officer traince unit or 1in an officer's collecctive will after a certain
time produce the same measure of stability among all officer trainees
or officers. This, however, does not contradict the fact that military
work calls for a kigh level of stability in the case of certain charac-
teristics such as, for instance, discipline. One may refer to this
characteristic as being stable when, in a certain situation, an officer
trainee or an officer conducts himself in a disciplined manner also in
the absence of hisg superiors, when discipline has bz2come a necessary
requirement for him. The stability of psychical characteristics must
be understood with a view to their ‘rariable capacity for stress and power
of resistance. 1In the course of tralning attention must always be paid
to the degree of marked development of a characteristic. This applies
particularly, however, when it 1s necessary to reduce unfavorable
characteristics. The level of stability of characteristics shows up
very well in situations which call for proving one's mettl>s. For in-
stance, we sre able to get information roncerning the educational work
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done In the cane of fndividua' offleer tratnees for the purpose of
devetoping ntable commande» characterint les when we observe how they
conduct themselven In sfteat{ons of complex neverity,

--Commander character{sti=n become all the more pronounced the more

- generally recopgnized and significant noclal factors they contain.  Theoe
arce contalned In basic documents of our party, In service regulations,
Instructions, and orders. The latter are therefore to be considered
valld ag a standard for measuring the level of markedness of a character-
st lc when making a cemparfson of what tt "should be'" and of "what it
18." From this Lt becomes quite apparent that personallity character-
istics, and rarticularly commander characteristics, can not be examined
without regard to class aspects, nor independent of the existing so:ial
conditlons, nor apart from the f(deology prevalling in the state.

Development of Commander Characteristics in the Training and Education
Process

Waen developing commander characteristics, we must always use as our
point of departure the tasks which bhave to be solved In our National
Pcople's Army during the coming years. At the Ninth Delegates Con-
ference of the SED party organizations 1n the National People's Army
and in the border troops of the German Democratic Republic it was
emphasized that the steady improvement of the combat readiness as well
as the systematic and consistent orgpanization of the efforts to bring
about an increase In the fighting strength of the military units above
all presuppose troop-rtrelated politico-ideulogical work on t' e part of
all responsible commanders.? The objective of this politico~ideological
work consists in the members of the armed forces fulfilling thefr mili-
tary duties in an exemplary manner.

If the commander characteristics necessary for accomplishing this are to
be developed in the training and education process at the military
academy, then each instructor and educator must have clear concepts of
the ideological-psychological content of these characteristics. We

have, in the course of discussions, asked instructors and educators to
tell us what such commander characteristics arc. They then frequently
mentioned such qualities as courage, boldness, ability to make decisions,
devotion to and respect for subordinates, and endurance. As important

as these attributes ure, they plainly also show up the fact that the
assumed range of commander characteristics is frequently too limited.

In order to be able to answer correctly the question of which commander
characteristics must be developed, we must use as our point of departure
the primary functional areas of commander:s on the first and second
officer rank levels. Figure 2 represents an attempt to demonstrate the
relative value ranking of the individual primary function areas as well
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an thelr Interrciattonshipn and dependence on one another. [n order to
meet the requirements In thease throe areas, a commander on the first or
ascecond of flcer rank lTevel needs to have a multitude of charac.oristics.
The diagram clear iy shows that fundamental commander characteristics

are necessary for carrvylng out aztivitics In all three functional arecas,
and that speclflic commander characteristics are required for the solution
of concrete tasks In the area of thelr work as political ceducators, nili-
tary leaders, and instructors. To disregard such a subdivision would be
tantamount to a dental of the dialcectic unity of things general and
specific.

’] et (7 s T T T
) r-—--~—~.____.—.__._._.
' N | & A W
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Figure 2. Main functional areas of the activities of a commarder on
the first and second officer rank level and the character-
istics to be developed.

Key:
I. Political Educator
IT. Military commander
ITI. Instructor

1. Fundamental commander characteristics for the performance
of work in all three functional are=zs.

2. Specific characteristics for the functional areas of political
educators.

3. Specific characteristics for the functional area., of military
conmanders.

4. Specific characteristics for the functional areas of instructors.

We have tried in the following to ccordinate cormander characteristics
and the main fructional areas. We realize that such coordination is
problematic. However, it is precisely the experts who call for it again
and again since, by taking recourse to it in connection with making
asgessments and with other analytical efforts, it is possible to make an
evaluation of the level of development of the commander personality
through the use of concrete criteria.
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Fundamentnl commander characterlstics are the following: Class-linked
ties and convictions; political steadfantness; ability to demonstrate
ad to exp.iain to subordinates the policy of the SED in a true-to-life
manner, interestingly and clearly; skills In the sphere of working with
people for the purpose of establishing soclalist relationships with
. subordinates; revolutionary pluck and objectivity; digcipline and pro-
ductive-creative thinking and acting; fast thinking; abiliity to obsgerve;
perseverance in connection with mental efforts; thoroughness and ability
to relate to actual practice; alertness; ability to work with subordinate
officers and noncommissioned officers in the fulfillment of their func-
tional duties; ability to organize, guide, and evaluate socianlist com—
petition efforts; self-reliance; stability and balance of purpose and
emotions; boldness; steadfastness; regolution; readiness to take risks;
comradeship; friendliness; trust; confidence: readiness to help; and
revolutionary vigllance.

Specific characteristics for political educators are the following:
Ability t> cooperate in the party and FDJ /Free German Youth/ organiza-
tions; ability to prepare, carry through, and evaluate political in-
struction; ability to organize and carry out cultural and leisure-%ime
activities; and ability to develop and strengthen sccialist militant
collectives.

Specific characteristics of military commanders are as follows: ability
to lead military units in combat (situation aggessment, decision making,
issuance of combat orders, and so forth); ability to organize and main-
tain strict military discipline and order.

Specific characteristics of instructors are the following: Ability to
make preparations for the a2ducational program with respect to both con-
tents and methodology, and ability to carry 1t out and evaluate it;
ability to set up and utilize training bases and means; ability to keep
training records; ability to direct and carry through the maintenance
and servicing of weapons, vehicles, and equipment.

We bave cited here only those characteristics which we believe to be

the most important ones. It 1s only the complete totality of commander
charracteristics, their mutual interrelationship and interdependence
whicn produce complete developed socialist commander personality. It

1s formed and developed primarily in the political and military training
process and in the course of combat exercises. The shaping of soctalist
commander personalities requires that all instructors and superiors help
in bringing out the politico-moral characteristics. The political and
moral convictions of the commander become the motive for his actions,
the principle underlying his work, and the rule for his entire conduct.
Through them, his entire behavior pattern is ideologically focused and
oriented. The manifold requirements of modern combat and of complex
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training which are baing posed for an officer on the flrst or second
rank level. however, make it also necessary that he develop his mental
capabilities and will power.

Development of Productive-Creative Thinking

Modern combat calls for high-quality conduct in the politico-moral and
human relationship spheres——along with flexible thinking and with the
ability to lead troops correctly and continuously. 1In assessing tasks,
therefore, all superiors and instructors should always reflect on just
what contribution to thought training 1s made by whatever task is
assigned in any particular instance. The following suggestions should
be kept in mind in connection with thought training:

-=Availabllity of factual knowledge, thorough political and military
knowledge of lasting value, and mastery of our service regulations are
a prerequisite for creative thinking.

—-~Practical application of acquired knowledge is a necessary condition
for durable knowledge.

~—Cursory information leads to pseudo knowledge and to superficial
thinking.

——Imparting to others ways and techniques for arriving at solutiors re-
quires creative thinking.

--Trainees must be given time for thinking~-insight into and recognition
of relationships require time.

~—Commanders on the first and second officer-rank levels are to an in-
creased extent to be enabled to organize and carry through training

which approaches combat conditions. Army General Hoffmann has emphasized
that "this requires that in gsetting up exercises, including those con-
ducted by military units, one must avoid all that is routine and
formalism, and it requires that the combat training be shaped in an
lmaginative and variegated manner."

This requirement to an increased extent presupposes the development of
capabilities for productive-creative thinking. We shall point out with
the aid of a comparison chart what we mean by this (Fig. 3).

Possibilities for enabling us to promote productive-creative thinking
include the following:

—--Increasing the capacity for spontaneous action and self~reliance of
the trainees;
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, Figure 3. Comparison of productive-c.reative thinking and reproductive-
' schematic thinking

Reproductive-achematic Productive—crentive'
— thinking thinking
Objective: known known only in general
outlines, indicating
* direction in which

solution lies.

Grasp of Initial situétion, the Starting situation must
Situation: problem, and algorithm be analyzed independently

L are known. in order to be able to
i recognize the problem.

Means of All materials and Not known. Must be
Solution: information necessary found through recognition
) for solution are known. efforts.

Solution Rules: Solution procedures are Way to solution must be
known; solution algorithm found through indepen-
exists. dent analvsis of the

problem.

--setting high standards for the entire training program (for instance,
carry out fully all provisions of the training program complex);

~-creating conditions in which independent thinking and acting are
required;

--assigning tasks for which it is necessary independently to rfind ways
towards a solution and the solution itgelf;

—-ordering written notes to be taken;
--discussing task solutions under varied conditions.

Creative solutions and imaginativeness in combat training presuppose the

- commander's ability to recognize inevitabilities, require of him a high
degree of systematology in the acquisition and application of his know-
ledge, call for fast thinking and the ability to figure things out and
to discriminate.

This emphasis on the significance of productive-creative thinking does
not at all mean that the commander should renounce reproductive-schematic
thinking in connection with combat activities. In many situations it is
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. guf ficlent for the fuifillment of assigned tasks. Furthermore, thinking
? in 1line with a solutior algorithm stored In one's memory requilres less
| cnergy.

If we wish to cnable the offlcer trainees and the young officers to do
more creative thinking, then we must also educate them to question tra-
ditional ways of arriving at solutions as well as to be courageous and
willing to take risks in their decision-making and in the carrying
through of decislions made by them.

Summation and Conclusions

Commander characteristics are politico-moral and military awareness factors
and have an action-regulating function. It is necessary to give priority
to the selection and development of politico-ideological convictions from
the multitude of these characteristics, since the former are ideologically
central to all other characteristics.

In connection with the development and stabilization of commander charac—
[ teristics for the first and second officer rank levels, the following is
to be taken into consideration: As a result of his previous political,
educational, and professional development, each officer trainee carries
A along with him certain prerequisites on the basis of which further de-
.. velopment is to take place. -

All superiors and instructors at the military academies must continually
contribute to a purposeful and coordinated shping of commander charac-
teristics.

The foundation for shaping the profile of a commander is created at the
military academies. '"However, the real university at which an officer
attains the maturity of a commander 1s in the field with the troops.
Here the complicated process of shaping a commander is organically con-
nected with the gntire system of combat and political training and mili-
tary education.”"* The new troop training programs will make a particu-
larly substantial contribution to thie development and stabilization of
commander characteristics in young officers. Higher combat training
standards require of all of us a higher level of political and military
educational work.

Commander characteri-~+ics are developed, above all, in the course of
direct exercise of political and military leadership functions. Officer
trainees and young officers should purposefully and systematically take
up party and FDJ orgaunization functions, and they should be used in
training guidance work.

For the development and stabilization of commander characteristics, it
is urgently necessary to develop correct concepts of modern warfare, of
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1ts pecullarities, and of the methods required for achieving victory.
Possiblilitiles for meeting this requirement are literary discussilons

of Soviet war novels and memoirs, as well as discussions in the company
clubs which are also actively participated in by superiors.

The development o. stable commander characteristics calls for training
which approaches combat conditions. In addition to the use of other
possibilities, the latter can be achieved by an active opponent--that
is, not be a merely assumed opponent, shooting above the heads of par-
ticipating personnel, imitation of battle noises, such as whistling of
bullets, detonation of bombs and rocket launchings, as well as severe
physical and mental strains.

FOOTNOTES
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Military Training and Education in the NVA." In MILITAERWESEN
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ministration of the NVA to the 9th Conference of Delegates of the
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Troops of the GDR." Srraker: Comrade Admiral Waldemar Verner. In
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MASS PARTICIPATION IN 'SIGNAL GDR 25' DETAILED
East Berlin MILITALFRWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 64-69

[By Col M. Hummel, military scientist]

/Text/ In preparing for the 25th anniversary of our GDR the FDJ /Free
German Youth Organization/ and the GST /Society for Sport and Technologz/
have jointly carried out the military-political and military sports mass
campaign '"'Signal DDR 25.'" It addressed itself to our entire youth and
to an increased extent reinforced the political basic convictions and
increased the combat readiness and combat abilities of our young people,
and it deepened their friendship and comradeship-in--arms with the glori-
ous Soviet Army. "Signal DDR 25" gave new impulses to the various forms
and methods of socialist military education in the ¥N.7, in the GST, and
in the "Ernst Thaelmann" pioneer organization, and it helped to develop
further something which had al'-eady proved its worth.

In the course of the "Signal DDR 25" campaign, extensive and effective
politico-ideological work was performed in the sphere of socialist class
education of our youth.

Utilize Political Discussion for Socialist Class Edw~ .tion

The focal purpose of the political discussions was to reinforce the
knowledge and the conviction that:

--the defense of our socialist fatherland and of the revolutionary
accomplishments of the workers' class is an objective i1nevitability of
the socialist revolution and of socialist reconstruction;
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~—the comradeship-in-arms with the Soviet Army and with the armed torces
‘ of the other states of the Warsaw Pact is a necessary requlrement of
U soclalist Internationalism and is basic to our security;

—-~there exists . inseparable relationship between the struggle for
peace, security, and detente and the need for a high level of readiness
for the defense of goctalism; )

~-imperialism 1is aggressive by nature, and its military policy continues
now as before to be aimed at the destruction of socialism.

Good results were achieve.. because the executive boards of the FDJ and
the GST had prepared the discussions choroughly, i.e. had organized
them using staff-work procedures, had based them on concrete questions,
and had conducted the discussions 1in as small groups as possible.

For instance, during "Comradeship-in-Arms Week" the comrades and friends
of the FDJ kreis leadership and the kreis executive board of the Nord-
hausen GST made a successful beginning with the "Drushba" campaign
initiative. 1In the entire kreis, military~political round-table dis-
cussions were conducted in more than 30 FDJ and GST basic organizations
with the outstanding assistance of the kreis secretariat of the SED.
Discussion partners of the young people included the members of the
central staff and of the bezirk and kreis staffs of "Signal DDR 25"
as well as leading comrades of the SED kreis leadership, the military
organs, and the Soviet Army. In the course of the discussions, our
young people expressed their views quite frankly and, in doing so,
raised some interesting questions. Almost all participants in the
small discussion groups, consisting of some 15 to 20 friends, were given
a chance to have their say. On many occasions the discussions continued
into the late evening hours. In the course of the more than 32,000
discussion sessions it was confirmed again and again that the growing
military strength of socialism constitutes an important factor of the
peace policy of the Soviet Union and of the socialist community of
states. There was a deepening of the realization that the socialist
military might is protecting mankind from a third world war and that it
reduces the imperialists' chances of realizing their reactionary poli-
tical objectives. Attentively and impressed with what they heard, the
yough people listened to the statements made, to the reports concerning
. the struggle for power of the workers' class and its party, and to
accounts given by officers of the National People's Army and of other
military organs concerning their own personal development in ccnnmection
with the growth and development of the Germsn Democratic Republic. The
Soviet comrades reported on the selfless struggle for the liberation of
our people from fascism. The discussion sessions held in the "Tradition
Rooms" or in the "Lenin Rooms" of the Soviet garrisons were piarticularly
popular.
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At many locations the girls and boys drew concrete conciucions from the
political discussions. The youngsters opted for participation 1in civil
defense work, in the "Hans Beimler contests" of the FDJ, in the pre-
military training of the Society for Sport and Technology, and for an
extended period of service in the National People's Army or for taking
up some military occupation.

Think and Act Along Internationalistic Lines

The deepeaing of the friendship and comradeship-in--arms with the Soviet
Army and the development of internationalistic thinking and acting on
the part of our youth constituted a determining element of the "Signal
DDi. 25" campaign. Friendship meetings and military sports and cultural
events involving Soviet army personnel and konisomo! members in the
Soviet army were staged in almost every other FDJ or GST basic organiza-
tion. In the Karl-Marx-Stadt West city district, for instance, the
close ties with the komsomol members in the Soviet Army established

via the basic organizations of the Industriewerk /Industrial Works/
state enterprise and of the state-owned "Fritz Heckert'" machine tool
combine, have zlready become a solid traditional fact. During the
course of the "Signal DDR 25" campaign, new agreements were entered into
between the FDJ executive board and the Komsomol organizations of a Soviet
garrison. Friendship meetings, visits to the "Lenin Rooms," joint
subbotniks /free labor contributions to the state/, and sports and cul—
tural events were carried out.

The "Fr endship Meetings" during "Comradeship-in-Arms Week," the initig~
tives carried out by the "Revolutionary Military Traditions" messenger
relay service in ccnnection with the campaign, field trips to places
commemorating the revolutionary armed strigglz of the working class, tc
places of the glorious struggle of the Soviet Army in connection with
its smashing of Hitlerite fascism, as well as the visits to the Tradi-—
tion Rooms of the National People's Army and to the Lenin Rooms of the
GSFG /Group of Soviet Forces in Germany/ provided for hundreds of thou-—
sands of young people first-hand expariences of friendship and comrade-—
ship-in-arms. It is the task of the FDJ central offlces and GST execu-—
tive boarus steadily to perfect this aspect of politico-ideological work.
Our Minister for National Defense, Army General Heinz Hoffmann, has
evaluated "the ever more conscious turning of our youth toward our
Soviet class comrades and comrades~in-arms, their increasing feeling of
solidarity with their comrades in the uniform of the first worker and
peasant army in the history of mankind,"l as being characteristic of

the "Signal DDR 25" campaign.

In connection with their efforts to safeguard the protection of socialism,
many FDJ and GST collectives have been outstandingly successful in com=—
bining the cultivation and preservation of the revolutionary mildit: vy
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traditions with more ¢écent and even the most recent traditions of

their own. In Sondgfshausen Kicin, the work results of the "Revolutionary
Military Traditions" messenger relay service were applied in connection
with the formation of the "Thaelmann Cabinet" and this important con-

. cern was thereby brought home for many youngsters. Other FDJ and GST
basic organizations, such as those of the state-owned Berlin housing
construction combine, worked up written accounts of their work in the

. sphere of traditions and in so doing involved many of their members in
these efforts.

The greatest possible continuity is to be striven for in future work
involving traditions. At the present time it is the "FDJ Friendship
Relay" campaign in connection with the preparatinns for the 30th
anniversary of the liberation from fascism which offers many possibilities
for acquainting the young people with the historical knowledge and ex-
periences gained in the struggle of the working class. The revolution-
ary historical traditions of the working class are enriching the his-
torical awareness of our young generation, are developing class conscious-
ness, and are making the image of imperialism clearly apparent. Visiis

to places commemorating . he: Soviet Army's heroilc struggle are particularly
vell suited for acquainting the young people with the liberator role
Played by the Soviet Union and its armed forces and frr further develop-
ing their internationalistic thinking and acting.

Apply the Experiences Gained from "Signal DDR 25" to Socialist Military
Education:

Socialist military education comprises a wide range of political, cul-

tixxral, organizational, and technical activities, many of which were

applied in a concentrated manner during the "Signal DDR 25" campaign.
. The. various measures taken in the spheres of politics, sports—connected
field trips, and military education in the "Ernst Thaelmann" pioneer
organization were already at the time of the 1974 spring vacations in-
fluenced by the "Signal" campaign. Helga Labs, the president of the
pioneer organization, has written the following on this subject: "In
the 'Ernst Thaelmann' pioneer organization, the pioneer maneuvers have
in recent years developed a sclid tradition. 1In line with the experi-
ences pathered by the 'V. I. Lenin' pioneer organization, th~ annual
ploneer exercises have become a climactic point in the military-political
- and military sports work carried out by the friendly pioneer organiza-

tions."

The comrades and friends of the Schoenfeld POS /Polytechnical Advanced
School/ in Prenzlau Kreis also transformed their initial 1974 maneuver
into such a climactic event.

The political basic idea of their maneuver contains the friendship and
comradeship-in-arms of the armies of the Warsaw Pact. By way of
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preparation, the ploneers and FDJ members were acquainted with the Soviet
Army, the National Peopie’s Army, the Polish Army, and the Penple's
Army of the CSSR.

On the occasion of afternocon group meetings of the pioneer organization
and at FDJ meetings, discussions were held, wall newspapers were drafted,
small exhibits were prepared, and replicas of the rank insignia of these
armies were worked up. In this way all participants in the maneuver
acquired a concrete and clear concept of the brotherhood-in-arms with

te socialist fraternal armies.

When making their preparations, the Schoenfeld pioneers had many helpers:

The director of the school, the entire faculty, the parents' council,

tue parents' aktiv /parents' activist group/, the executive board and
management personnel of the LPG /Agricultural Producer Cooperative/

and the VEG /state farm/, representatives of the National People's Army,
representatives of the Peonle's Police, as well as other government and
social organs. All of them were enthusiastic advisers and co-organizers.
In so doing they not only organized something for the Young Pioneers and

Thaelmann Pioneers, but thev also played, learned, and ¢id some cele-
brating with them.

The Schoenfeld pioneer maneuver was only part of the many political,
educational, sports-connected travel, and cultural measures carried

out in the course of the entire school vear. The enperienced-based

fact that the socialist military education of our vouth can be carried
out successfully only with the help of the great number of people ser-
viag without pay applies not only to the "Friendship Maneuver'" of our
Young Pioneers and Thaelmann Pioneers. Within the framework oS the
"Hans Beimler Competitions'" of the FDJ, the "Signal DDR 25" campaign

was to a considerable extent also participated in bv the members of the
FDJ and by representatives of the school-attending vouth. The FDJ basic
organizations and the pedagogical collective of the l4th and 32nd secord-
ary schocls in Berlin prepared and carried through the '"Hans Beimler"
conpetitions in an exemplary manner, and this was true not only in con-
nection with ""'Signal DDR 25.'" We can draw the following conclusions
from their work and from the work of other POS and EOS ’Expanded Ad-
vanced School’.

1. The political content of the competitions, Hans Beimler's struggle
and wav of life, as well as current military-political questions should
be discussed in the FDJ groups in the course of making preparations for
the competitions. Round-table discussions with prominent guests, debates
and club evenings or afternoon group meetings as well as tape-recorded
programs have proved to be verv useful in this connection. The "Hans
Beinler” competitions are meaningful whenever the girls and bovs learn
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about Hans Beimler's struggle and chosen path of 11fe and are thereby
stimulated to live and to act in line with the axample set by him.

2. The military-sports portior of the "l ns Beimler" competitions 1is
n much sought after whenever it isg shaped so as to make 1t interesting

and varied. It must not be a mere appendix to¢ school sports which can

be attended to in passing, as it were. The competition results should
. be given wide publicity.

3. For educating FDJ members to become self-reliant and individually
responsible, it is highly important that the Hans Beimler staffs be
composed of FDJ memwbers and students. Individual regponsibility for
carrying out political and military-spoits measures should be promoted

to a far-reaching extent by the educators, the representatives of the
military organs, and the comrades of the Society for Sport and Technology.

4. The "March of Proven Competence" should conclude the continuous
corduct of the '"Hans Beimler" comj~titions. The meetings with veterans
of the party and of the worker movement, with members of the Soviet Army,
and of the National People's Arwy, 28 well as military sports events and
the Mane.ver Ball become climavtic events and lasting experiences. 1In
the 1973/74 school year, the "Wearausbildung" /Military Tralning/ working
assoclations have for the tiver time begun their activities in the POS

on the basis »f agreements entered into between the Ministry for Popular
Education, th Ministry for Naticral Defense, and the central executive
board of the Society for Sport and Technology. A new and solid form of
military-political guidance and education was thereby created in addition
to the "Hans Beimler" competitions of the FDJ. Using the initlal ex-
periences of the working associations as a point of departure, the FDJ
Ranagers are now going ahead with recruiting a large number of their
members as participants in the various measures to be carried out and
with developing close cooperation with the working association leaders.

In connecticn with the "Honorary Service Pledge”" within the framework of
the mass campaign, much effort was devoted to setting up and actlvating
thz "FDJ Collective of Applicants for Military Occupations." 1Its role
and responsibility was to a decisive extent developed further by the
"Signal DDR 25" campaign. The applicants' collectives constitute an
important element in the continuovs work of recruiting applicants for
- military occupations. They call for the undivided attention of the
leaderships of the FDJ, the GST, the recruitment and induction head-
quarters, and the pedagogues and educators at our schools. The deputy
minister and chief of the political wmain administration of the National
People's Army, Comrade Admiral Verner, in the course of a central experi-
ence exchange concerning guidance for and the activities of the "FDJ
Coliective of !pplicants for Military Occupations,'" gaid: "The re-
cruitment of suitable voung people for officer and noncommissioned
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offlcer carcers {s an fmportant political task which is embedded in the
formation of developed socialism in the GDR." He char.cterized the
activities of the FDJ applicants' collectives as follows: "Success-
fully paying attention to the officers and noncommissioned officers

of tomorrow 1s closely tied to active participation of the young people
concerned in military formation life, and especially so in the military-
political, defense-political, and technical areas in the FDJ and GST.

It is, and continues to be, interesting, altve, and multiformed work
with our youth, and 1t is work which 1is a source of fun and pleasure."

From this it follows, on the one hand, th-t work in the applicants'
collectie must not have an exclusively "inward" orlentation, but that
it is a sulid component part of the social work of the FDJ and GST
collective concerned. On the other hand, however, it must be under-
stood that, for the military crgans and for the FDJ and GST, the re-
cruitment of future professional military personnel does not just begin
with the admission of the young people to the FDJ applicants' collec-
tive. On the contrary, from an FDJ and GST socialist military education
which is broadly conceived and which takes into account the appropriate
age factors, there develop the potentialities for securing the necessary
future military cadre supply.

. In his contribution to the central opinion exchange of the FDJ appli-
* cants' collective, Comrade Bernd Heider, the 2nd secretary of the Dresden
disctrict FDJ headquarters, reported on the manifold aspects of voca-
_ tional guidance and recruitment. Commenting on the opinion exchanges
v with parents and on events staged {or all FDJ members of a basic organ-
’ ization, he said: '"We know that the girl friend, the fiancee, and the
young wife frequently exert a significant influence on our decision to
join the armed forces. For this reason, forums, tape-recorded programs,
and the staging of events which include girls and young women are part
of the work carried out by tte applicants’ collective, and for that
matter, of the methods of socialist military education.”

And so we would like to call attention once more to the ne=d for organ-
izing this work in a multiform and imaginative manner.

The following should particularly be taken into consideration in connec-
tion with the work of the FDJ applicants' collective: -

1. Providing successful guidance for applicants' collectives presupposes
close cooperation of particularly the recruitmeat and induction centers,
the FDJ staffs, and the executive boards of the GST. All instances of
parallel ox solitary action have a harmful effect on the work flow in

the applicants' collectives and they have a restrictive effect on their
radiative torce.
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2. The greatest possaible attention needs to be paid to the work which
1s differentiated according to the years during which care and guidance
is to be provided and for which the overall program of the political
main ¢ ainistration of the National People's Army and of the central
council of the FDJ provides important instructions. In this connection
one should not strive for a maximum of measurecs to be carried out.
Success is guaranteed primarily by staging events which are tuned to

. future needs and which are qualitatively well prepared.

3. The members of the applicants' collectives should be provided ex-
tensive possibilities for gathering experience in the premilitary train-
ing o the Society for Sport and Technology. Nowhere clse 1s there a
better chance for the futuve career officers and career noncommissioned
officers to prove their worth asg group or platoon ieaders and to rein-~
force their professional motivation.

Guidance Experience Gathered Jointly in the Sphere of Socialist Military
Education

Under the leadership of the SED and assisted by the members ~f all the
armed forces of the GDK, tne FDJ and the GST have worked together well
in the "Signal DDR 25" mass campaign, and they have made progress in the
sphere of providing political guidance to their basic organizations.
Using as a point of departure experience already gathered by them, the
staffs which had been formed on the kreis, bezirk, and national levels
did very good work for the "Signal DDR 25" campaign. Their members ad-
vised the FDJ and GST administrations and personally helped to carry out
extensive political work jointly with the FDJ and GST functionaries.
| A great number of party and army veterans declared themselves willing to
hold political discussions in the youth collectives and to report on
their rich militant experic.aces. By means of uneir own personal ex-
amples, they exerted a direct influence on the class-1inked thinking
and actions of the young people. Many honorary assistants from the
ranks of the military, government, and social organs--particuleorly re-
servists of the National People's Army--also were active in the staffs
of the "Signal" campaign. Through them, coordination of the various
educational functions in the sphere of socialig: military education was
improved. At the same time, the responsible representatives of the
various sgoclal eaterprises and organizations saw to it that the FDJ
- and the GST were being given effective support.

To what should attention be paid in the sphere of guidance work?
1. On the basis of decisions made by the secretariats of the central
council of the FDJ and of the central executive board of the GST, the

"Signal DDR 25" staffs are to continue to operate as honorary aad
advisory FDJ and GST organs on the bezirk and kreis levels. It is their
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task to glve cxpert advice to leadership personnel, to help with co-
ordinating the various initiatives, and to cooperate in politico—1ideo-
logicui work.

2. The relationships with experienced fighters of the party of the N
working class and of the armed forces which have developed as a result
of the "Signal" campaign should be stabilized, especially the close
working contacts with the committees of the antifascist resistance
fighters on the kreis and bezirk levels.

3. "Signal DDR 25" was given guidance on the basis of a joint decree

of the secretarlats of the central council of the FDJ and of the central.
executive board of the GST. Accordingly, the bezirks and kreises have
worked up common work concepts. The initiatives carried out in prep-
aration for the 30th anniversary of the liberation from fascism and for
the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Warsaw Pact constitute new
tests for the cooveration of the FDJ, the GST, and the military organs.

We will submit another report in connection with the "Defense-ready
Youth Rally," ro be staged in April 1975 on the occasion of the 30th
annivservary of the beginning of military operations for the liberation
of Ferl1 by the Soviet Army on the Seelow Heighte.

FOOTNOTES

1. Hoffmann, H.: Speech on the Conclusion of the "Signal DDR 25"
Campalgn. 1In: DOKUMENTE, ERGEBNISSE, ERFAHRUNGEN AUS DER
WEHRPOLITISCHEN UND WEHRSPORTLICHEN MASSENAKTION ''SIGNAL. DDR 25"
/Documents Results, Experiences of the Military-Political and
Military Sports Mass Campaign '"'Signal DDR 25"/, purlin, 1974, p 4.

2. Labs, H.: "Socialist Military Education in the Ernst Thaelmann'
pioneer organization."” 1In: KONKRET (Berlin). Issue No 7, 1974, p 5.
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GREATER EMPHASIS TO BE PLACED OW FIELD TRAINING
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 113A-118A

[(By Lt Col Dr H.-L Ewert, engineer nf the Friedrich
Engels Military Academy]

/Text/ The basic docuwents for combat training in the NVA /National
People's Army/ call for intensified field training. Field truining is
a necessary prerequisite for and an important component part of combat
training approaching battle conditions.

In actual practice, however, this realization and knowledge is fre-
quently disregarded. 1 propose in the following to examine and discuss
with the aid of some enamples the reasone for the fact that field train-—
ing is so important and how this requirement of the basic documents can
be met in the course of operational-tactical training.

The Terrain Is an Important Situation Element

For combat operations of the ground forces, the terrain has always been
the "scene of action" and thus one of the elements of any combat situ-
ation. Tt is the most important component part of the battlefield to
which, as is known, there belong additionally the situation elements

of season/weather, time of day, nuclear and chemical warfare situation,
as well as the economic conditfons of the area and the socio-economic
composition of the population.

From this it follows that most of the preparation of the staffs and
troops for combat operations in a possible war, which m2ans combat train-
ing in times of peace, must also take place in the fiela, It is
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_(?‘ necessary to emphasize this fact and it must form the basis for pertinent
deliberations. It 1s to be understood, of course, that the training
terrain in any particular case can as a rule not be {dentical with the

probable battlefield of a possible war. But it should at least be
similar to it and the terrain conditions in the maneuver area should
be similar to those of the battlefield concerned.

This becomes most clearly apparent in connection with the training of
individual soldiers, crews, service teams, groups, platoons, and so
forth. Of course, the soldiers are able to learn important aspects of
handling their weapons or their .echnical equipment in the classroom,

i at the firing range, at the driving school facilities, or on the traverse,

| Complete mastery of weapons and of military technical cquipment can,
however, be attained only under conditions which are similar to those
of actual warfare. 1In other words, combat training and, of course, par-
ticularly complex training, must actually take place in the field. 1In
this connection, one of the things soldiers must be enabled to do is to
utilize effectively the tactical properties of the terrain for the solu-
tion of their combat tasks. This, for instance, applies with reference
to the possible influence of the terrain:

——on the movement of the troops and of the technical equipment on the
battlefield;:

—--on observation and camouflage;

—-on fire-direction and direct-aim weapons (espe=ixzlly infantrymen's
weapons) and on cover against enemy fire;

--on protection of troops against the effects of nuclear and chemical
weapons;

--on orientation on the battlefield; and, last but not least,
—--on making terrain modifications by army engineers.

' In this connection it should be taken into conuideration that as a rule
- the soldiers are given no topographical maps at the time of their train-
ot ing nor in cases of actual warfare. Their direct contact with the
terrain is therefore a dominant factor. This fact is well reflected in
the combat training programs which, as a matter of fact, consistently
use these realizations as a point of departure.

In this context, things are somewhat different with commanders and staff
officers. Of course, the essence of what we have gaid above with refer-
ence to the soldiers also applies to their personal conduct on the battle-
field. They have the additional task, however, of carrying out command
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tasks in the preparation and conduct of battles and operations. For
this, the topographical maps are an indispensable tool--not only in war
but already at the time of their operational-tactical training.

Development of the Topographical Map as a Model of the Terrain

For a better understanding of the problem which we have posed, it 1s
necessary in this context to take a look at its historical and technical
development. As long as the commander (commanding general) was able to
have a direct view of the battlefield and of the troops operating on {t--
in so doing he mostly was standing on the so-called command observation
post--it was possible for him to secure all information necessary for

his command activities directly on his own or through messengers, and

to store such Information in his memory or to Incorporate it immediately
in his thought processes. In such cases the tactical and topographical
information was presented verbally.

However, when, due to the increased scope of the battles, the commanding
generals were no longer able to have a direct overview of the battle

and when the number of information items had grown considerably, they
ordered maps of the respective terrain areas to be prepared for them.

The necessary terrain information (information on the qualitative and
quantitative aspects of objects in the terrain) was gathered by the
specialists concerned (topographers) in good time, prior to the beginning
of combat activities, and was presented in graphic form.

It should be pointed out at this juncture that, in line with today's views
on this subject, we consider the map signs used in this connection to be
communicative grapnical signs which are part of a universal language and
which are consequently in principle suitable for the presentation of
information. :

Through true-to-situation and true-to-scale presentation of the various
map signs on the maps and through intended similarity of the map signs
with the respective terrain objects, the topographical maps fulfill the
requirements expected of a model, which constitutes a not unimportant
aspect for our deliberations. Provided he knows the meaning of the
various map signs and the principles of the drawn-to-scale graphic pres-
entation, a person looking at it can visualize 1:u his head a precise
picture of the represented piece of terrain councerned and, in addition,
he can obtain further information concerning it from the map through
cartometric procedures or analogical deductions. One is therefore
actually justified in saying that a topographical map 1s a two-dimen-
sional model of the terrain.

Thus, in the initial period of their development in the military sphere,
topographical maps were mainly used for orientation on the battlefield
and in part also for orientation during marches, and they gave the
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commanders necessary information concerning the terrain. Commanders,
however, nceded even then already primarily information on the situ-
ation of the troops, positions, fortifications, and so forth, which they
were no longer able to survey directly. Tor this reason there developed
in parallel with this a suitable similar method for graphic presentation
of tactical information. As in the case of terrain information, such
presentation of tactical objectn and features is accomplished in an
analogous manner through the use of so-called tactical signs. Since

the location of these tactical objects and {eatures has a relationship
to the terrain objects, the true-to-scale graphic presentation of tac-
tical signs 1s most easily accomplished through entering them un topo-
graphical maps. The graphic pregsentation and thus also the simultaneous
storing of tactical information has therefore right from the beginning
taken place through the presentation of corresponding tactical signs on
maps. From this it follows, on the other hand, that the existence of
respective topographical maps is a basic prerequisite for this procedure.

Thus it is clear that, just as in the case of depicting terrain on maps,
one may in connection with showing tactical objects and features by
insertion of their tactical signs on topographical maps speak of a two-
dimensional model of certain important aspects of a battle.

Consequently, the map and the graphic prese .tation of the situation to-
gether perform for the observer the funct”ons of a model of the most im-
portant aspects of the battlefield. Ir <ais manner, not only existing
conditions (information concerning the situation) are given in connec-
tion with preparations for battles and operations, but paramecers of
planned measures (combat tasks) are also presented.

With the establishment of these facts it has also been proved that the
terrain and its presentation through coordinates and maps continues to
be for military purposes a reference source for all operational-tactical
objects and features of the battlefield, and thus at the same time a
general basis for crientation. The second aspect in this important
context from which, as we know, the significance of the terrain for
modern military considerations is derived, results from the need for
taking into consideration the influence exerted by terrain conditions

in connection with the preparation and execution of combat activities
and operations.

On the basis of these objective facts it isg therefore today customary
and a matter of course

--that the starting position or, generally speaking, the troop positions,
be shown on topographical maps.

--that decisions, particularly situation assessments, but also the graphic
presentation of the decision, be made with the aid of topographical maps;
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--that the planning of battles and operations be carried out on topo-
graphical maps;

--that primarily topographical maps be used as a basis for the planning
’ and organizing of battle and operations support; and

—--that, as a rule, combat assignments be made with the use of topographical
maps.

From these statements concerning the historically necessary step of
graphic presentation of the terrain and of important aspects of a battle,
there naturally also are some noteworthy conclusions to be drawn. The
officers of the staffs as a rule do not know the situation from personal
observation, but work with the respective information which they have
obtained from the map with respert to the terrain and from graphic entries
on the maps with respect to the operational-tactical situation. This
presupposes that such information has been kept current through proper
recennaissance measures and through graphic presentation of the results
of the latter. 1In other words, in their command activities, the officers
do not work with the objects and features themselves, btut with suitable
presentations (models) of them, and they are doing tlhis with a high
degree of abstraction. This logically presupposes that they are actually
able, when looking at such graphic pr-sentations, to gat a orecise

mental picture of the objects and features which have been depicted,

For this, they must:

—-first, bave previously seen or experienced similar objects and features
o and must know their characteristics and behavior patterns, and;

—--second, must know the principles of graphic true-to-scale presentation
and the significance (semantics) of the tactical or map signs.

How Is Field Training Carried OQut?

The first requirement resulting from the above-cited conclusions can be

- met only through comprechensive field training, in connection with which
working with maps and with the terrain must be a dialectic entity in
order to achieve the necessary feedback effect. In order to meet this

" requirement the officers must, in addition, be well versed in the reading
of topographical maps in order to be able to make optimum use of the
information contained in them.

It is, however, possible to read and think in a certain language only

if one knows its alphabet and syntax.l In our specific case, this means
that we must know the map signs and the principles of their presentation.
To know them means to be able to attribute to each map sign its proper

47
C-0-N-F-1-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
NO FOREIGN D
Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-R&E§E¥00608R000200110023-4




Approved For Release 1999/09/26. | CIArRPP86T00§08R000200110023-4
NO  FORETCGN DISSEM

meaning in verbal, spoken language and to have a correct idea of what
thz shown terrain object actually looks like.

There have been cases when, at the beginning of their training at the ‘
Friedrich Engels Military Academy, officer trainees had only limited
knowledge and skills of this type. If, however, a commander has only
, a limited understanding of map signs then, of course, this means that '
' he is not capable of making use of all information on the topographical
maps--which provide information on details and specific aspects of the
teirain--for an assessment of the situation, for making decisions, and
for providing guidance in combat. In training officers one should
therefore pay particular attention to seeing to it that they acquire
skills in the proper reading of maps and in working with maps in the
field. This can be achieved, for instance, by their conscantly comparing
small, actually visible pieces of terrain with the graphical presentation
of the latter on the topographical maps in the course of :heir field
training and by their thus learning co understand the meaning of the
most important map signs.

The best possibility for acquiring such capabilities and skills . ontinues

to be the practice of having officers themselves make a topograptical
. survey of a small piece of terrain. By making a survey of individual
S terrain objects and by graphically presenting them with the appropriate
' map signs along with an appropriate legend, they will have passed a
practical test of the active part of this work process. This then will
significantly facilitate their getting a correct mental picture of the
terrain with the aid of a map when they perform the passive part of this
work process, when they read the map. Since this is no longer done to-
day, the shortcoming resulting from this must be offset by intensified
field training.

We propose to use a few examples of how this can be accomplished. 1In
this connectior it should be pointed out once more, however, that the
demand for intensified field training within the framework of the opera-
ticnal-tactical training does not, of course, conflict with the customary
principle of the planning, organization, and directior of battles and
operations with the use of topographical maps. On the contrary, the
above described need for using the expedient command tool-~the map--has
actually become greater because of the effects of the revolution in the
military sphere. Under modern conditions, the preparation and execution
of combat activities by the staffs of the troop units and formations can
as 2 rule take place only on the basis of topographical maps because of
the considerable expansion of tae combat and operations areas as well as
because of the limited time available for preparations. This trend ‘s
going to become even more pronounced.

The military topography service takes this development into account by
making properly scaled maps available for all command levels. All of
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‘ them are properly and uniformly up to date and are highly accurate. Their

’ generalized presentation of the terrain, complemented by appropriate in-
dications of qualitative and quantitative characteristics of important
terrain objects, makes possible a quick understanding of the terrain when

’ studying the maps. Thus these cards are to gerve as a basis for orien-
tation, as a reference system for the presentation of operational-tactical
Information, and as a basis for terrain assessment for the officers who,

- as a rule, have never seen the particular terra’n in the zone of opera-
tions and who at the time of planning are mnot yet in a position to enter
it. They must therefore always make efforts to get detailed information
with regspect to decisions they have made on the basis of graphically
presented data or other determinations 1n the terrain. Such efforts
must be made in unison with the work carried out with the use of a map
and they can be made, for instance, in connection with reconnaissance,
when organizing joint action, and in assigning combat tasks.

R

It is a known fact that two objectives can be pursued when carrying out
reconnaissance missions. Either it 1is necessary to collect additional
detailed and current information concerning certain important tervain
sectors or object or about troop-counected circumstances which must
, still be taken inco consideration for making a decision, or the details
T concerning .ertzin elements of the decision must be deternined directly
' in the terrain on the basis of existing concrete situations. In both
cases 1t is therefore possible for the officers to examine and to get a
detailed picture of the information obtained with the aid of the entries
on the model of the terrain and of the battle. In addition, ii is use-
: ful for all veconnaissance units to carry out topographical orientation
) when beginning their work. The same applies whenever organization of
joint action takes place in the field or when combat tasks are assigned
in the field. These requirements for the conduct of warfare must be
fully considered in the course of operational-tactical training and, of
,- course, they call for intensified field training, albeit not at any price
SO but to the extent that it is necessary in connection with the practical
preparation and direction of battles and operations. 1In the course of
operational-tactical field training, each post should by all means
carry out topographical orientation when it begins its work. TIn the
. case of most training measures it is alnn possible to reexamine in the
terrain and possibly to correct assessments of the terrain made on the
basis of the map such as, for instance, the terrain conditions with a
M view to mobil¥ly, to firing, to observation, to orientation, and so
! forth.

Topographical Orientation

Because there continue to exist varying concepts of topographical orien-
'’ tation, T would like in the following to offer some pertinent guidelines.
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Topographical orientation in the above cited cases, with favorable terrain
features and good vislbility, 1s to be carried out as the first activity,
using topographical maps or aerial photographs. Its objective is :o ac-
quaint the participating officers with the terrain and it forms the basis
for tactical orientation. Its task is to indicate precisely and in a
: sltuation-related manner prominent objects in the terrain through a com-
. parison of the map and of the terrain. This can be done on the basis
' of an instruction or through independent individual familiarization.

Topographical orientation comprises the following:
1, Determination and establishment of a main compass bearing.

It 1s indicated in the direction of the action via, if possible, two
prominent objects in the terrain.

The target designation for these terrain objects (terrain points) can
be accomplished through giving then a label and, in addition, through
directional data (straight forward, half-right, half-left) or through
indication, or through mentioning the appropriate march-direction number.

2. Determination of one's own location.

It can be indicated by a marking of the respective mip square and its

St subdivisions (1 to 9, or a to d) and of a prominent terrain object which
coincides with it, or through its complete Gauss-Krueger coordinates
(accurate up to approximately 50 meters), or through directional or
distance relationships to prominent objects located nearby.

3. Determination of Control Points.

The control points should make possible rapid orientation by map and
they lose their significance after the tcpographical orientation.

They may therefore be chosen on the basis of aspects other than observa-
tion and fire direction. The topographical control points are indicated
by assigning a number to the control point concerned, by the bearing

e toward and distance from the latter, and through labeling the terrain

. object concerned. At the same time the precise locition of the control
vo? .t is indicated om the map.

4. Clear indication of objects in the terrain with rzspect to their
location in the terrain and on the map (panoramic orientation).

” " This part of topographical orientation is carried out by sectors, in

which connection it is possible to address oneself to the tactical
objects immediately after reference to the topographical obje-ts.
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Depending on where the respective objects can best be recognized, one
addresses oneself to them either first in the terrain via direction and
distance, and then on the map within their map square, or one does 30
in revoerse order. For addressing oneself to them in the terrain, the

N previously determincd control points are to be utilized. For the pano-
ramic orientation vy sectors, the following distance zones may be sub-
divided thusly:

' Foreground, up to 500 meters.
- Intermediate area, up to 1,000 meters.

Background, beyond 1,000 meters.

In hilly or mountainous terrain or at higher command levels, the radii
of these distance zones may, if necessary, be increased. It is useful
to show the boundaries of these zones on the map as semicircles around
one's own position. The act of addressing oneself to =n object takes
place from the foreground via the intermediate zone to the background
and, within the zones, aiways from right to left.

In connection with panoramic orientation by sectors the terrain is,
depending on the location of favorable orientation control points, sub-
divided into several sectors the apex of which is in each instance one's
own position. These are also to be entered on the map through depiction
S of their lateral boundary lines. Within the sectors, which are to be
U dealt with by proceeding from the right to the left, one locates and
addresses oneself to the objects going from the front to the rear.

Panoramic orientation by sectors is advantageous in situations when
natural contours form the borders of such sectors or zones. Subdivision
— into sectors is, however, more useful in cases of terrain with surface
‘ coverage or of terrain which is broken up.

In summary, the question of why intensified field training is necessary
may be answered as follows:

Since the combat activities of ground forces always take place in the
2 field, attention must be paid in preparing and executing them to all
N - the conditions resulting from the interrelationships existing between
- them. Due to the proportions of possible modern-day battles and opera-
tions, the topographical and tactical information necessary for easier
understanding and processing by the officers isg presented and stored
L - graphically.

Since, in addition, the topographical maps as well as the graphical
presentation of operational-tactical information on the maps at the same
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time perform for the user the functions of models, they are an lmportant
working tool and in this respect provide the basis for the solution of
many military command tusks.

This makes 1t necessary that ofticers be able to read the map=n effec-
tively and that they be in a position co get, on the basis of the maps,
a correct mental picture of the terrain sector (battlefield) concerned. .

't is to be assumed that, in principle, decisions thus arrived at with
the use of topographical and tactical informatlon must be correct, for
otherwise the above referred-- . model function would not be an actuality.
However, to achieve maxjimum congruity, it 1s neccssary over and over
“gain te make comparisons between the graphic presentations and objec-—
tive reality. This feedback process takes place in the field, particu-
larly in the course of reconnaissance operations, in connection with
combat task assignmeuts, and with organization of cooperative efforts,
especially in the sphere of topographical orientation. These aspects
must therefore be taken into consideration in coanection with operational-
tactical training of officers, and they constitute well-founded justi-
fication of the demand for intensified field training made at the
beginning of this article.

' -

FOOTNOTE

1. Sce also Ewert, H. L.: "Terrain and Modern Military Considerations."
in: MILITAERWESEN(Berlin). Edition A, Issue 7, 1972, p 106 and
followine pages.
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PHYSTCAL FITNLSS PROGRAMS TOR OVER-40 ARMY MEMBERS DISCUSSED
Last Berlin MILITALRWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 119A-123A

(By Hans Posske, sports instructor at the Friedrich Engels
Military Academy]

/Text/ Developing high physical performance capacity in all members of
the army--the very basis for high combat readiness in the NVA /National
People's Army/--requires taking into consideration age differences
which ¢« particularly great in the officer corps. This was taken into
consideration in the 1973 military physical fitness program by insti-
tuting age Groups TV (40-45) and V (45-50).

As regards many ouder comrades the qu2stion arose, which I consider quite
justified, to what extent had the peculiarities of rging been taken into
consideration 1n the norms and programs for military physical fitness
training (MKE) of these age groups. For it is known that generally
after about 35 years of age active participation 1in sports comes to an
end, and that also about the same time changes specifically connected
with age make their appearance in increased measure. Since valuable

. MKE experience with officers over 40 has hitherto been only slightly
subject to generalized dissemination, I would like to present in this
article some experiences which were gathered with officers of this age

* group in MKE at the Friedrich Engels Military Academy.

What Are the MKE Tasks and Goals for These Officers?
Just as far other members of the army, so also for sfficers over 40, MKE

should enable them to fulfill their military class task at all times.
However, the biological-medical side of the aging process must be taken
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more seriously into cons. deration precisely as regards the military

physical fitness training »f these officers. The essential thing about

the MKE, cven for officers who are over 40, 1s to build up and perfect

bas le characteristics of physlcnl movement such as endurance, strength,

apility and flexibility, 1In developing the motile characteristics of v
specd and elasticlty, it is necessary in the case of army members over
40, to bear in mind particularly that the clasticity of the muscular
system is already severely limited. Taking as our basls the limlts of
the performance capacity of the officers, and paying special attention
to the condition of the orpanism in increasing the demands placed upon
it, we at the academy have fed even older officers to good performances
in the areas of swiftness and clasticity.

MKE at the Friedrich Engels Military Academy is based upon training
programs wiich are responsive to the hipgh demands placed on the socialist
officer personality. Here the text reads: "Military physical fitness
training, combined with recreational sports and self-training, has as
1ts goal, the development in all officers of an optimum degree of bodily
capability. The officers must be intimately acquainted with the methods
of physical fitness training and sports, and in a position to carry out
militarv physical fitness programs as an esgential part of the training
principle. Tt is especially important that the officers perform physical
training on a regular basis. In this way the readiness to perform will
be so fully shaped up that the officers—-making allowance for age--will
be able to perform all combat tasks, as a result of systematic inure-
ment to bodily hardship. 1In addition, it is our task to improve the
level of the physical capability of the officers universallv, Here,
movre particularlv, characteristic ranges of bod'ly movement, and move-
ment skills in military sports, taking into co:sideration individua)
peculiarities such as age and state of health. are developed and sta-
bilized at optimum levels. When the officers become convinced that a
high physical performance capability is the basis for being equal to

all the demands posed by armed combat, then only will the MKE have ful-
filled its goals and the tasks set for it."

Interrogation of graduates who studied at the military academy some

10 years ago, and who at that time had already passed their 40th yesr,
revealed that MKE at the Friedrich Engels Military Academy makes a con-
tribution in developing high qualitics of elan and readiness for action,
and that the demands made by the MKE, as differentiated on the basis

of age groups, are fulfillable. Many of these officers emphasized that
regular sports activity, which they began at the military academy, has
now grown to be a necessity for them.

Which MKE Methods Do We Apply?

The presentation method, and the methods of practice and training, and
of examination tests are applied at the Friedrich Engels Military
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Academy for the acquisition and retention of physical motility traits
and mllftary sport skills.

The demonstration of an exercise or of a unit sequence of movements 1s
cmotionally very effective, especlally in making the presentation to
oldcr offlcers. Among the aspects of a presentation which simply must
be taken Into conslderation are plastic visibility, an explanation of
the rationale of the exercise and the uscfulness of the exerclise iIn

. combat-related situations--and here the physiological effects on the
human organism should also be discussed. 1t is particuolarly important
f that the MKE special teacher or even the gsports organizer themseclves

go through the MKE training together with the older officers who have
not been active In sports for longer periods of time, and that this

be done in a spirit emphasizing joy, in entertaining varlety, and in a
wideranging, many-sided and systematic way, that is, moving progres-
sively from the casier to the more difficult. With pedagogical deftness
and perceptivity, with praise, and occasionally using humor also, good
performance readiness can be achieved with officers more than 40~years
old.

The example set by others exercises an influence upon these officers
that i1s not to be underestimated. Many of the officers questicned
repeatedly confirmed that improvements in their own personal performance
in various events was traceable in part to the fact that they followed
the cxample of other comrades. In every military unit of regimental
size there are surely older officers who are exemplary models in the
field of sports. Every officer over 40 should make 1t his goal to
emulate these comrades so as to heighten his muscle tone, and his
physical and mental performance capacity.

An additional factor that we ought to take into consideration through-
out the MKE and bring to bear in a meaningful way 1s the personal
ambition of ocur comrades. To divect this along the right channels,
not permitting excessive demands to be imposed upon 1it, is frequently
" not easy. With ambitious comrades it 1is necessary to balance off
willingness to perfonw against existing performance capacity. The
results achieved in MKE training at the Friedrich Engels Military
Academy show that we have understood very well indeed how to apply
this principle.

v Along with the method of presentation, we use practice and coaching as
training methods. By exercise we mean the acquisition and consolidated
retention of a uni: sequence of movements, and also the development of
the performance capacity of the officers. Here the ability of the
special teacher to break down and analyze difficult unit sequences of
movements into their elements 1is extraordinarily important. When we
speak about coaching and conditioning in the military physical fitness
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trafning program, we mean by this the systematic Increase in the physical
demands made upon the body.

The method of examina on tests occuples a broad area In MKE training.
Tt enables us to define the performance capaclty of every officer. We
usce the followlng examination tests at the TFriedrich Engels Military
Academy:

—-Compound tests (chinning, throwling prenades at distant targets, 1000~
meter run);

~~Tests of strength (climbing, bending and stretching the arms on the
bar, and weight-throwing);

-—Swilmming tests (L00-meter timed swim, diving, swimming in full uniform);
-~0Other tests and performance controls.

By means ef these tests, we establish for each officer beginning values.
Performance controls take place at regular intervals during the course
of the school year. We record the accomplishments attained, for only

in this way is it possible for us and the officer involved to ~valuate
realistically the current state of his performance capacity. 1In the
case of esperially weak performunces, it has proven valuable for the
MKE special teacher to set up individhal coaching and conditioning
programs, or to win over particularly proficient vofficers to accept
responsibility for sponsoring their weaker comrades. Performance ex-
amination tests are also a climactic point in the mi'itary sports
training of older officers. Here (in conformity with norm tables), and
on the basis of the grades achieved, is established officially what
progress the officer has made in a prescribed period of time. (Two
compound examinations, one strength and one swimming test are given in
the course of the reaching year, whose four grades make up the annual

or final grade.) We consider the examination-test of physical perform-
ance caracity to be an essential precondition for methodically correct,
systematic and purposefully targeted physical perfection and self-
education. 1In this connection, reference is made to a special feature
involved: it is precisely the older officers who, especially after more
prolonged interruptions in regular participation in sports, do not al-
ways evaluate realistically their performance capacity, with a resultant
increase in the danger of accidents. Safety stations and emergency .
assistance are very important for this reason. Even if a high degree

of readiness to assume risk is required of all officers, it is never-

theless a top priority commandment of MkE training always to do its

work without any accidents.
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What Ts the Substantive Content of the MKE and Yhat Are The Forms
Used Tor Physical Tralning?

All bodily cxercises which are directly broug!* v bear for the improve-
ment of military operations and activities constitute the content of
the military physical training program.

Stamina and strength are bullt up as basic motility characteristi~.as. We
at the military academy accomplish endurance conditioning by Turs of
1,000 to 3,000 meters and more. Officers over 40 begin here with an
average time for the 1,000 meters of between 5 and 6 minutes, =nd im-
prove this gradually to between 4 and 5 minutes. Where it is &t all
possible, the running should be done in the woods or along park paths,
because that is easier on the feet and ankle Joints. Jn hard--surfacec.
tracks and streets it 1s advisable to wear sport shoes with thick rubber
or crepe soles. Cross-country runs are among the most =fficacious forms
of endurance conditioning that are used at the Friedrich Engels M114-
tary Academy. 1In the course of this we raise the running time frown 5

to 40 minutes. Cross-country running results chiefly in an improvement
In the balance of relationships of the heart-circulatory system.

Central in training older officers to build up their strength are gym—
nastic exercises to strengthen their muscles. In the overall program

of training to build up strength, especially in conditiouing the cir-
culation, great caution is called for to prevent damage to health. If
apparatus like barbells and sand sacks are used, then care must be taken
tn increase gradually their weights so as to avold injuries to the spine.
For the same reason, in pairing off for exercises, attention is to be
pald to matching weilghts and sizes. To maintain the elasticity of the
muscles, regularly performed stretching exercises are to be incorporated
into the gymnastic program, and exercises which promote swiftness of
movement and shortness of reaction time. Small games should be or-
ganized with and without medicine balls, or relay games, climl.ding,
hands~only climbing, and chinning executed in joyful competition. It

is especially important after every exercise for strengthening the

body to loosen by shaking movements the muscles which have bteen sub-
Jected to strain. Stretching, strengthening and loosening exercises
should, furthermore, always be alternated with one another.

Swimming is a skill in movement with high gemeral value. above all it
strengthens confidence, increases the joy of living and the powers of
resistance of the organism. Consequently, great attention is paid to
swimming at the Friedrich Engels Military Academy. In addition to the
breaststroke, sidestroke, swimming fully clothel, and underwater swimming,
lifesaving and carrying grips ure z'so taught and learned. Endurance
swims of up to 800 meters are also on the program.
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The foilowing results achileved by an officer-student group (average
age: 45) show that cven raising performance levels 1s possible with
resolute, target-oriensod training. These comrades achieved an average
time of 2 minutes and 55.8 seconds on the first 100-meter swim. Thig
1s the equivalent of the grade "good." After 2 years of MKE training,
which means 2 hours MKE plus 2 hours of liesure-time sport per week,
the average time came to 2 minutes and 18.1 seconds, which 1is to say
the grade "very good." The underwater swimming and swimming fully
clothed were events that were likewise accomplished first with "good"
and then with "very zood." As regards underwater swimming, it must
be admitted that officers 40-45 years old are graded "very good" at
18 meters, and that 8 meters is consldered sufficient for a passing
grade. Officers over 45 are excused from underwater swimming.

But the older officers also achieved pretty good performances in other
events, Thus the beginning achievement of an officer-student group

(20 comrades whose average age was 46) for throwing grenades at dis-
tant targets was 29 meters on the average. After 2 years of MKE it

was 33.24 meters, which is the equivalent of the grade "good." Initial
time for the 1,000-meter run of 4 minutes and 37.6 seconds was improved
to 3 minutes and 56.3 seconds (grade "very good"). 1 ese officers also
achieved a notable result with the overall average grade of "good" in
the test of strength (climbing, bending and stretching the arms on the
bar, and weight lifting). The following examples are to demonstrate

how systematic :ndurance training (in every endurance sport hour the
1,000-mzcer reretch is run two or three times) has an effect on per-
formance. Lt Col W.--born in 1926--began with 4 ninutes 50 seconds time
for the 1,000 meters, and improved this during 2 years to 3 minutes and
45 seconds. Another eight officers from the same student group (all
born in 1926-1929 period) improved their times frowm 4 minutes 40 seconds
to between J minutes 40 and 45 seconds.

How Do We Establish the Degree of Stress and Strain?

We have already pointed out at the beginning of this article that one

of the basic principles of MKE training is to forestall damage to health
and to eliminate excessive stress and strain. We establish the degree

of stress and strain by measuring pulse frequencies (pulsebeat per minute)
above the wrist, at the temples or in the arteries of the neck. We use

as our basis of evaluation the values set forth in summary form in table 1.

Table 1. Puise Frequency as Degree of Stress and Strain

Pulsebeats per minute Stress and Strain
80 to 120 low
120 to 160 high
160 to 180 very high
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In the case of older officers the rate of 190 pulsebeats per minute
should not be exceeded. Only when the »alse frequency has returned to
100-120 beats per minute may a start be made with further physical strain.

In addition to measurements of pulse values, other indirations provide
information about fatigue, which can be interpreted as evidence of
v high stress and strain, and to which particular attention must be paild
in the case of older officers; for example: reddening of the face,
paleness, feelings of dizziness (noticeable because of uncertain gait),
and heavy sweating. Cases of severe exhaustion must be closely watched.
In sach cases the stress and strain has to be reduced or even completely
elirinated. And in the case of circulatory disturbances, heart com-
plaints, shortness of breath, or complaints about the overall supportive
organic functioning, consultation with a physician must be initiated.
The physician will, whea it 1s necessary, prescribe partial release
‘ from burdens and the cubstitution of such exercises as will help to
. eliminate the complaints. We have set up at the military academy alter-
‘ native events for those officers who have been provisionally released
from certain sports on a partial basis. For example: if an officer
has been released from running, he can substitute for this climbing on
the ropes. We have available for MKE training also two home treadmills
(stationary bicycle speed measurers), which we likewise use for the
sports activity of partially released officers.

Here is an old rule of thumb still valid for all officers who train on
their own: the important thing is not the particular sport chcsen, but
- decisive is the frequency and intensity of practice. To remain physically
o fit, one should subject the circulatory system at least twice a week to
increased strain.

One can use the fitness norms according to "Pausch'" (Table 2) as guide-
lines for measuring one's own performance capacity.

Table 2. Fitness Norms according to ''Pausch"

Event Under 25 25-34  35-44  45-54  Over 54
. Arcbing the body from a
back-to-the-floor position 40-times 30~ 22~ 15- 10-times
v Pushups 20 18 15 12 8
. Chinups 8 7 5 3 1
AR 1,000-meter run 4:30 5:00 5:30 6:00  whatever
Endurance swim 1000 m 1000 m 800 m 800 m 600 m
: 59
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For the maintenance and improvement of physlcal performance capacity a
healthy lifestyle also plays a decisive role. It is precisely those

of ficers who display excessive overweight who have the most difficulties
in meeting sport norms. There is only one thing to do for these comrades:
low-far foods, less fluids, an end to heavy smoking, regular participa-
tion in spercs. Much running, swimming, working out with light welghts
and intensive participation in ball games, like volleyball, handball

and basketball.

What has been written in this article about goals, tasks, methods, con-
tent and forms in initiating sport activities for members of the army
over 40, does not match by any means a program or motif-plan for a
military physical fitness program in general terms. But if this article
does make a contribution so that all officers--without respect to their
age--come to understand that physical training is an essential factor

’ in raising combat readiness, then it has achieved its purpose. For

of ficers who would like to enter more deeply into questions of military
physical fitness training--including MKE with officers over 40--~we
recommend the handbook by Tappert and Jodl, 'Physical Fitness Training
and Sport for Socialist National Defense."
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"MAXIMUM ACCEPTABLE CONCENTRATION' VALUES EXPLATNED
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 108B-112B
[By Lt Col Dr G. Kollande and Lt Col Dr W. Lewa]

/Text/ The promotion, waintenance and, in the event of illness, the
restoration of health constitute the foundation of the psychic and
physical performance capacity of man. In the NVA [National People's
Army/ this has great significance for the permanent combat readiness
and fighting power of the members of the armed forces.

In the GDR the defense of health and protection of work is an overall
social task that is to be accomplished with the help of the latest
findings of science and technology. 'Only in this way can the principles

- of socialist health policy as laid down in the constitution of the GDR

: be implemented. These principles and thereby also the right to pro-
tection of health and working power of all GDP citizens are implemented
in the NVA with the DV /implementing regulation/ 010/0/010--health pro-
tection. This law reads to the effect, among other things:

"3. (1) Commanding officers and supervisors are responsible for the
#o maintenance and implementation of health protection, It is up to them
I to institute all necessary measures on the basis of legal requirements

| . and military regulations, and to introduce their subordinates to these
and to teach them these in depth,"l

This presupposes that the responsible parties know and understand the

relevant regulations and provisions sufficiently to apply them in an

advantageous way. In the service area of the LSK/LV /Air Forces and
- Air Defense Command/ frequently asked questions are the reason why in
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this article we have gone into the nature and significance of MAK values
in particular depth.

The Concept MAK Value

. : Vhereas in the United States the term "Maximum Acceptable Concentration
' (MAC)" was introduced, in international usage the neologism coined in
i the German-speaking world, "Maximum Workplace Concentration (MAK),"
prevailed.2 MAK values are limiting values or highest permiseible tcon-
centrations for materials that are otherwise injurious to health, which--
in the light of the given state of knowledge--under normal environmental
conditions daily impinge upon men during the course of a workshift of
‘ limited duration, and which as a rule under these circumstances are not
- injurious to health. These limiting values are ascertained for the most
' part by experiments on animals or by means of long-term observation.
Deliberate exposure experiments on people are not possible, as is readily
understandable.

VRS Those mat. .als are regarded as harmful which, in certain concentrations,
are able to do harm to the living organism. Maximum permissible con-
centrations (MAK values) have been established for nontoxic dusts and
for materials dangerous to health which make . ‘eir appearance in the
form of gases, vapors, smoke, dust and mists. The MAK values, or more
precisely the abbreviation MAKp signifies: maximum permissible work-
place concentration as the average concentration during a 9-hour period
of time.3

“he workplace in this connection is the place where one stays permanently
: or temporarlly for the execution or control of a work process. The
g’ workplace can extend over only a part or over the entire working area,
depending on operational procedures. And so 1ii materilals of this sort
are absorbed by people in concentrations exceeding the limiting values,
this can result in damage to the organism. Absorbtion can take place
through the respiratory system, the digestive system or through the skin.
The complete elimination of such air pollution would undoubtedly be the
surest way of absolutely avoiding such damage. Today, however, in many
Instances still, that can only be achieved ty an indefensible technical
and economic expenditure, and is, particularly under specific military
circumstances, not always within the realm of possibility. The maximum
workplace concentration (MAK) is specified in milligrams of the harmful
substance contained in a cubic meter of air at a temperature of 20
degrees centigrade and a pressure of 760 torrs. Since the concentrations
of harmful substances at the workplace may be subject to variations in
time, maximum workplace concentrations are to be construed as time-
welghted mean values with reference to the duration of a work shift.
Very high concentrations of toxic materials could occur for brief in-
tervals, causing severe damage without, however, exceeding the MAK value
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for the average concentration, calculated on the basis of the duration
of the entire work shift. TFor this reason it was necessary to establish
highest peak concentrations permissible for brief periods of time. The
definition of this permissible peak concentration (MAKyg--alsc designated
ZSK in the literature) 1is as follows: maximum permissible workplace
concentration as a short-time concentration on a 30-minute basis.

. MAKy values have special significance in the military realm, since here,

' ’ often only temporarily and for short periods of time, operations take
place under the influence of toxic materials. To avold confusing one
with the cther, herewith a brief discussion concerning the terms MIK
and MIE which have become widely known in connection with the GDR En-~
vironmental Quality Control Law.

MIK valaes (Maximum Intromission Concentration) are limiting values for
air pollutants which exert an influence upon the environment beyond and
outside the places of work. 1In the light of the findings of medical
science to date, there are still no harmful effects upon the human
organism to be expected, when these values are complied with. MEK values
(Maximum Emission Concentration) stipulate maximum permissible concen-—
trations of injurious substances in waste gas, maximum permissible
quantities of injurious substances per unit of production or per unit

of time. These are the basis for compliance with MIK values.-

The Contents of MAK-Value Charts

MAK valyes for non-toxic dusts are defined in TGL ‘TGL_(GDR norm)/

22 311,6 and those for toxic substances in TGL 22 310.7 All dusts are
clasgified as nontoxic that do not have toxic (poisonous) effects on
the human body which, nevertheless, can do harm to health or at the
very least impalr it. Those dusts are most harmful which contain pure
crystalline silicic acid, especially those whose particles are less
than 5 micrometers in size. But this Is also matched by talc (magnesium
silicate) and asbestos dusts. The nontoxic dusts arising in military

: operations are generally not harmful to health, just burdensome, In
. the air force and air defense sector, quite sizeable quantities of talc
are handled 1in servicing and packing lifesaving and braking parachutes,
Our inve.tigations established that here the permissible MAK values for
talc were being exceeded, and that it 18 necessary in this sort of work
to wear dust~-filter masks. An article on this subject appeared in the

- magazine AUSBILDER, vol 9, 1974. 1In repair and general reconditioning
. work, for example in sandblasting operations, really serious perils to
. health can certainly arise. For this reason limiting values must

absolutely be watched carefully.

MAK values for toxic substances, which appear in the form of gases,
vapors, dust, smoke and mists are of very great importance in NVA
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actlvities. Those substances are called gases which under normal con-
ditlons, that is at 20 degreces centigrade and 760 torrs pressure, cxist
only In & paseous state. Because of the characteristic common to all
gases, to f1ll up eve:y space available to them, they spread very easily
throughout the entire work space and beyond. TIf a concentration of
toxic gases occurs at the workplace, they are taken into the human or-
ganism through the regpiratory system, and then, depending on the degree
of concentration, certain symptoms of poisoning appear. Examples of
such gases are: carbon monoxide, the halogens fluorine, chlorine and
bromine, hydrogen cyanide, hydrogen sulfide and sulfur dioxide.

As 1s known, liquid compounds develop certain vapor pressures, depending
on the temperature. Tn this process particles detach themselves from
the surface of the 1liquid and expand as vapor in the surrounding atmos-
phere. Dangerous vapor concentrations can even arise from liquids with
slight vapor pressure. For example, the vapor pressure of quicksilver
amounts to only 0.0013 torrs at a temperature of 20 degrees centigrade,
which gives a saturation concentration of 14.2 milligrams per cubic
meter as against the MAK value of 0.1 milligrams per cubic meter. Sol-
vents with toxic effects also vaporize easily. Examples to be named
are: benzene, methylbenzene, as well as trichloroethylene, carbon
tetrachloride, tetrochloroethylene (the last are often referred to by
their short names: tri, tetra and per). Their vapor pressures under
temperatures of 20 degrees centigrade mostly are between 10-100 torrs.
If two solvents with the same MAK values are available, that solvent
always is to be preferred which manifests the lower vapor pressure.
Reference should also be made at this point to ASAO /Accident Prevention
Order/ no 728, which should be carefully considered when dealing with
solvents, and which supplies the measurement of the degree of danger in~
volved.

If the tewmperature of the environment is essentially lower than the tem~
perature of the vaporizing liquid, supersaturation quickly takes place,
which causes condensation. If the condensed partlcles take the form of
little drops of liquid, mists, arise; if in the form of solids, then
smoke.? Toxic dusts are particles of solid material poisonous in effect,
and which, because of the smallness of the size of the particles can
maintain themselves airborne for longish periods of time. Among these
are: metal dusts (lead, chrome), dust of metallic oxides (lead oxide,
cadmium oxide), dusts of metal salts (from quicksilver salts), and
dusts from organic compounds (pesticides). Depending on the size of

the particles, such toxic dusts can be absorbed by the body principally
through the respiratory or the digestive systems.

In Table No 1 some MAK values are given fcr toxic substances, which
could possibly turn up under military conditions.
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Table No 1

(Excerpted from tYie MAK value chart of TGL 23 310)lo

MAKp MAKy
o - Substance mg,/m3 mg/m3
Acetone 1,000 2,000
-y Glycol-(1.2) 100 200
SR Ammonia 25 25
Gasoline of all distillate varileties,
- without aromatics 1,000 2,000
Benzene 50 100
Lead sulphide 0.15 0.8
Lead tetraethyl 0.03 0.075
Chlorine 1 1
Chlorinated naphthalene 1 1
Formaldehyde 2 2
Carbon dioxide 9,000 27,000
Carbon monoxide 55 110
Methanol 100 300
Petroleum (mist) 3 15
Sodium hydroxide 2 2
Nicotine 0.5 0.5
Pentychlorphenol 5 15
Phenol 20 20
Propanol (2) 200 600
Nitric acid 3 5
Sulfur dioxide 10 10
Carbon disulfide 50 100
Sulphuric acid ' 1 1
Sulfur trioxide 1 1
Nitrogen monoxide 20 30
Turpentine 300 600
Tetrochloroethylene 300 900
Carbon tetrochloride .50 100
Tricnloroethylene 250 750
. Vinyl chloride 500 1,000

et —

Army members in the LSK/LV /air forces and air defense/ sector frequently
have much to do with a great many of these substances or come ir contact
with them. As is known, airplane fuels, rocket propellants and lubri-
cation materials are made of various saturated and unsaturated hydro-
carbons with mixtures of phosphorous, sulphur and other elements. Many

of these toxic substances are contained in storage tanks, or encountered
in tanking planes and rockets, and as pyrolytic products in exhaust gases.
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Both by prolonged contact with the skin as well as by breathing In vapors,
Injury and polsoning take place, if the accldent preveatlion orders are
not oheyed. For example, lead tetraethyl 1s used as an antiknock com-
pound for piston engines. By this very fact, danger existe 'n repalr
work on these motors ind Iin the utilization of this lecad gesoline for
cleaning purposes. Exhaust gases contain, along with other substances

in various amount:s, carbon monoxide, which can, for example, when warming
up vehicles in closed garages, accumulate to considerable concentratlons.
Since carbon monoxide has an affinity (tendency to unite) with hemo-
globin (the pigment of the red blood corpuscle), which is 300 times
greater than that of oxygen, but thii 18 not perceived by the organs of
smell, this danger goes unpercelved. It was established, as a result

of our own investigations, that the flight engineer, when providing
security and supervisilon for crane flights with the Mi-4 helicopter, 1is
exposed to carbon monoxide concentrations exceeding MAK values, 1f he
does not wear a CO filter mask. We have ~lready reported in compre-
hensive detail in ancther placell about the toxic effects of the sub-
stances mentfoned, and about the utilization of methanol for deicing
takeoff and landing runways.

Often the threshhold at which odors become perceptible 1is regarded as a
gufficient irdicator of the harmful concentration of a toxic substance.
However, in many cases this is extraordinarily dangerous, because the
odor threshhold can already be located in the toxlc concentration zone,
In addition it should be noted that the reaction capacity of the organs
of smell has be« weakened in those people who work in an environment
whose atmosphere is already loaded with toxic materials. In any event,
however, perception by the sense ot smell of a harmful substance should
be the occasic~ “or testing MAK valucs by objective methods. A few
harmful mater.als are listed in Table No 2, whose odor threshhold lie
above the MAKp and even above the MAKy. Along with these, are others
whose perceptible odor indicates a critical or permissible concentration.

Table No 2. (MAKp and MAKy Values With Relation to Odor Threshholdslz-—
data in milligrams per cubic meter)

Substance MAKp MAXK Odor Threshhold
Methanol 100 400 3,000
Benzene 50 100 300 '
Carbon Tetrachloride 50 100 50
Phosphorus hydrogen 0.1 0.4 4 N
Aceton 1,000 3,000 1,000
Ethyl Alcohol 1,000 4,000 1,000
Tetracholoroethylene 500 1,000 350
Sulphur Dioxide 10 30 8
Carbon Disulfide 30 100 3
Phenol 20 20 2
Hydrogen sulphide 15 30 0.2
0zone 0.2 0.5 0.03
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o Eantabl fonhing and Evaluating MAK Valucen

Lt is possible to establinli a so--called quantitative definftion of the
presence of toxle substances with a pan detectlon device In combination
with te € tubes. A preciscly defined quantity of alr s sucked through
a particular test tube and comes fnto contact with a reagent thuat
’ - changes color by zones in the presence of toxic substances. The re-
sults are Interpreted by means of tables and scales. By comparison
with MAK value tables, the results permit Inductive conclusfons about
. the degree of damage and danger Involved. O0f course what must be re-
garded here 1s the simultancous presence of a number of harmful sub-
stances which, observed separately, can have a cumulatively Increasing
or counteractingly ncutralizing effect. As lonp as no cvidence to the
contrary comes to hand, a combined cffect must be assumcd to bhe cumu-
lative in nature. And very often other methods of analywsis must be
employed. Only appropriatc.y trained specialist personnel can determine
, and evaluate toxic concentrations of harmful substances in the alr. The
commanding officers must have a documentary overview over the toxic
substances which are present In his area of responsibility, and, when
circumstances require, inftiate the necessary investigations in cooper-
‘ ation with the responsible chicef of the medical service and the security
representative. First and foremost the rule must hold that toxic materi-
als should never be allowed to begin to impinge on a pirson. This can
be achieved, for example, by hermetically sealing the original source
or setting up automatic remote controls. There where this is not pos-
sible-~and that will often be the case under military conditions--then
there must be avallable, and used, properly functioning vacuum-cleaning,
acrating and ventilation facilities, and also personal means of protecting
the body and appropriate accident prevention clothing. Even when the
permissible 1limit concentration is not exceeded, the appropriate safety
rules must be absolutely obeyed. 1In this connection, particular reference
is made to: " the "Collection of Important Accident Prevention Orders,
Accident and Fire Prevention Orders (ABAO), and Work Hypiene Norms:
Working Materials for Unit Medical Officers" of the Greifswald Military
Medical Section, 1970; the "Catalog of Accident Prevention Measures, of
First Ald and Therapy in Dealing with Chemical Compounds, Part I," (1972);
DV 98/12; and AO 12/69 of the Deputy Minister and Chief of Rear Services:
and also to the necessary information about legal regulations and mili-~
- tary rules in the LSK/LV which are a matter of official record and to
be found in Instructions 010/3/003.

L I Final Conclusions

To implement weasures for accident prevention and health protection in
the Natlonal People's Army all existing regulations and rules are to be
carried out in practice and subject to continuous controls. Also a part
of this effort is the prevention of harmful effects on health from harm-
ful substances in the surrounding air.
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One of the methodn of supervinlon ts determining the concentrattfon of

harmful substancen [n the afr, and comparing the results with the entab-

Lished mandatory workplace concentrations., Where necennary, the respon-
v s1ble manager of the medical nervice munt take the Inftiative and mike

gure that these methods are employed and that control over fnduntrial

hygfenle conditfons {5 Included.  TIn conformity with the principle of

Individual leadership, commanding offlcera at all levels are reaponslible
e for the Implementatlon of and obedfence to the rules of health protection
S and  accldent prevention.
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USE OF ROADS SEEN AS VITAL FACTOR IN MILITARY OPERATIONS
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 118B-120B
[By Col G. Roething, engineer-economist]

Liéx£7- Road marches deserve special attention now as ever for the ful-
fillment of daily training tasks and for the shifting of troop units
up to regimental size. In what follows, therefore, some instructions
will be given for the utilization of roads under present circumstances.

The "Order for the Prevention of Damages During Military Maneuvers"
(Uev0)! contains the "Principles of Highway Utilization." Here are also
set forth measures for avoiding damage to roads outside the troop
maneuver areas. Practical experience has shown that these principles
have not always found sufficient respect. And so it came to pass, that
for troop movements roads were used which were not made 3 matter of
record beforehand. Such a mode of operations--and here the responsible
parties ought to be quite clear about this--1s a threat to all further
tasks. Marches are component parts of combat tasks. They must be
conscientiously prepared and well organized.

To protect and guarantee the performance of tasks in the new operational
set-up presupposes that troop movements can be executed swiftly, on
time, undexr cover and in a disciplined manner. Success in modern com-
bat depends essentially upon the extent to which regimental and other
troop units can reach the areas ordered without losses. The enemy will
shirk at nothing in any conceivable war to impede the smooth execution
of the troop movement. To this end he will apply the methods of covert
combat in the most thoroughgoing way. And for this reason it is now
lmportant to pay even more attention to the problems of combat security.
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T have taken up in a separate article the extenslve and extraordinarily
lmportant tasks of combat security.

What Has to be Taken Tnto Consideration in the Utilization of Highways?

Even though the UeVO sets forth concrete stipulations in this matter,
experience shows that these are not always obeyed and taken into con-
sideration - -n in the planning and preparation stages. And so it has
happened in a few cases that a "Plan for Highway Security" wa not worked
out at all. This plan, however, is a component part of the planning
documents for preparing and executing maneuvers, examination tests of
combat readiness, and other military measures.

In the plan for highway security, the road to be used must be stipulated.
Likewise it must be established what is to be done to avoid damage to the
roads, and, in the case of damages which have occurred despite preventive
measures, what 1s to be done to deal with and eliminate these.

What Are the Considerations Which Determine the Selection of Roads for
the March?

lere the following distinction is to be made regarding:

-—roads which are to be traveled in any direction and for any purpose
(hereinafter designated as 'outside the command area''), and;

—-roads which are to be utilized continuously or at regular intervels
(hereinafter designated as "permanently used roads").

The Utilization of Roads Outside the Command Area

Attention is called to the obligation of reporting and obtaining per—
mission from the WBK (Housing Construction Combine) for all marches
with wheeled and caterpillar-tread vehicles on public highways outside
the command area;

--a. when wheeled vehicles exceed 10 in number;
--b. when one or more caterpillar—tread vehicles are involved.

. Coordination of all marches takes place at the territorial authority's
office. These authorities possess supervisory discret.on to the extent
that these voads are utilized and needed. In the light of this con-
sideration the march plan submitted will be approved or a new plan laid
out. The nonobservance of the stipulations of the UeVO wculd have as
its consequence, among other things, that the roads selected for the
unit to be moved could not be utilized. This would mean that the column
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would not reach the are: into which 1t was ordered at the time stipulated.
And so it could happen, for example, that the commanding officer of a
technical flight unit would be unable to ensure combat rcadlness at a

wew alrfield.

Those roads are to be chosen above all for links in the march route
which are marked in the "Map of March Highways f{or Wheeled and Tracked
Vehicles." The rcads to be used and the necessary blocking-off measures
on road - without internotional traffic are to be registered with the
bezirk iecruiting and induction headquarters (WBK) having jurisdictiocn
over the area 15 days before the start of the march, in conformity with
No II/5 (3) of the UeVd, It lightens the work of the WBK, if a map of
the march road or a sketch of it is attached to the registration. This
will also contribute to good cooperation with other WBK's, when the
boundaries of one WBK's territory are traversed. The roads stipulated
In the registration notice can caly then be used when and 1if they are
confirmed by the WBK.

Speclal attertion should be given to ultimate changes or instructions
by the WBK, which are attached to the re istration. Among others, these
could be:

-—changes in the succession of roads for the march;
——information about roadblocks (detours);

--meisires to prevent damage in crossing over blacktop-surfaced streets,
such a., among other things, the application of sand or gravel, laying
down some kind of track or path reinforcing elements. These instruc-
tions are to be foliowed unconditionally by commanding officers in the
preparatory phase of and during the march. It must further be remarked,
that the specified and confirmed roads for the march are unconditionally
the ones to be used. Every deviation from the march route 1s the cause
of sebsequent irregularities, so that:

' —-—-control points set up by the organs of the military transportation
T system along the march roads are not passed;

--members of the People's Police are not deployed along the right
roads, and unforeseen hindrances to traffic could arise.

If during the course of the march a local change is decided upon, which
has taken place within a short span of time and has not yet been in-
cluded in the processing of the registration by the WBK (new blacktop
paving on a street, for example) then the most favorable alternative
for continuation of the march should be worked out in consultation with
local organs (the mayor or the People's Police).
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Permanent or Recurrent Use of Roads

Included here are road shich lead from the garrison area to the garrison
, maneuver filelds, to raiiroad loading and unioading points, to assembly
S points. Furthermore, roads in thoe garrison area and within the troop
mancuver grounds arr continuously or recurrently used. Stretches of
- road used by the d: .vers' schools are also to be included. Roads of
this sort have only to he registered once for approval by the respon-~
sible WBK.

- Necessary changes or additions must be submitted to the WBK prior to
15 September of the year in question, on a map scaled 1:50,000.

General Instructions for Road Marches

All possible effort must be made by divisiunal, regimental and other
troop units to avoid accidents, exceasive wear-and-tear, and damage

of any sort. Consequently, it is a matter of taking into comsideration
that:

- 1. Control check points are to be ser ur at railroad grade crossings,
E at bridge crossings where the visibility is poor, and at other danger
< spots;

2. On roads and grade crossings with overhead electric cables, combat
materiel (weapons, antennas and other things) must be placed in such a
position that a safety clearance of 1.5 meters is maintained;

3. The permissible load 1limit is not to be exceeded in crossing over
bridges;

4. Tracked vehicles are forbidden to travel on express highways or
cross them at grade level;

5. In crossing bridges and going through underpasses the speed of
tracked vehicles is to be limited to 10 km/hr maximum;

6. Blacktop roads (paved with tar, asphalt, or other bituminous materfal)

. may not be used by tracked vehicles when the temperature is over 20
degrees centigrade. When such temperatures prevail during marches with
e , wheeled vehicles, the roads are to be used in such ways as not to damage
G the abrasion eurfaces or pavement top (by limiting speed, by avoiding

single-file ruts);

S 7. Large-scale and heavy-load transportation is governed by the stipu-
- lations of the "Road Traffic Permissible Access Regulation (stvzo),"
- of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Stvo), Section 21: "Loading of Vehicles;"
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and of the DV /Implementing chulatiog7'054/0/001: "Motor Vehicle
Service," Appendix 2. TFor the sake of permanently high combat readi-
ness it 18 necessary to pay even more attention to problems of road
utilization. The conscientcfious and strict observance of the principles
of the UeVO contributes in the last analysis to the process of achieving
the best possible resul .. in combat training and in combat service.

FOOTNOTF.

1. See ANORDNUNGS- UND MITTEILUNGSBLATT, Part I, No 10, 1969 (F/6).
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b VICE-ADMIRAL EHM CALLS FOR GREATER EFFORT BY PEOPLE'S NAVY
| East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 98C-102C

[By Vice-Admiral "J. Fhm, Deputy Minister and Chief of the People's
Navy]

/Text/ The power balance in the world continued to change during the
past year in favor of the socialist community of states. The strength
of socialist military power and its great battle strength and combat
readiness contributed and contribute materially to the fact that imperi-
alism has to adapt itself to real conditions, even though powerful forces
are opposed to such an adaptation.

By fulfilling the tasks set in the 1973/1974 training year, the National
People's Army /NVA/ and the People's Navy as one of its component parts,
side by side with the soclalist comrades-in-arms, has made its contribution
to this development.

"The invincible military power of socialism with the Soviet Army as its

. nucleus has materially contributed to the attaimment of results of world

e historical proportions through the realization of the peace program of

. the 24th CPSU Party Congress' stated comrade Erich Honecker, First Secre-
tary of the SED Central Committee to soldiers of the Soviet Army on
occasion of a visit with the troops in the fall of 1974.°

The military-political situation in Europe and in the world as a whole is
characterized by the trend of detente. But while the socialist community
of states is determined to safeguard socialism, peace and the struggle

for implementation of the policy of peaceful coexistence even by military
means and to make the progress attained so far irreversible, imperialism
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1s making Increased cfforts 1n order to keep the option of application
of military power open.

.4~ ‘ One cannot overlook that the reactionary circles of international monopoly
' capitalism are attempting to apply the brake to the process of detente.
They are increasing theilr anticommunist and anti-Soviet baiting and are
constantly endeavoring not only t> maintain but also dangerously expand
the raterial foundations of the policy of aggression.

The minister of national defense of the GDR, Army General Heinz Hoffmann,
stressed In an address to graduates of the 1974 class of military academies:
"We have no 1llusions that we are confronting today in the shape of the
armed forces of the United States, of the FRG, and NATO in general, a
military machine, which has the most modern weaponry, 1s ready for war to

a large degree, and is the most dangerous and strongest one ever produced
by imperialism,"?

As members of the People's Navy we are able to confirm this statement
over and over again by our constant confrontation with the forces of the
Federal Navy of the FRG and the other navies of the aggressive NATO bloc.
These fleets are steadily increasing their battle strength and readiness
for aggression in the area of the Baltic Sea and the North Sea, whereby
especlally the material expenses are increasing steadily. This applies
particularly to the Federal Navy of the FRG, which starting with the past
year introduced into service in rapid succession type 143 and 148 missile-
firing assault boats as well as type 206 submarines and which started to
equip and/or re-equip its destroyers and naval aircraft with migsile
weaponry, and which prepared for quite some time new construction of
7 hydrofoil /missile-firing assault boats/ and frigates. Also, other NATO

e navies, such as those of the United States, Great Britain, and the
Netherlands, intend to carry out in the next few years extensive fleet
expansion programs, which are clearly designed for aggression, in order
to increase the presence and battle strength of the maritime aggression
forces of imperialism considerably. The picture 18 not different in the
area of the ground forces and air forces and of the other service branches

o of the member states of NATO. In view of these facts, the socialist

' countries were forced to draw the necessary conclusions.

The Consultative Political Committee of the member states of the Warsaw
Pact stressed therefore the following in its conclusions during last
year's session: "As long as the NATO bloc exists and as long as no dis-
armament measures are being implemented, the countries of the Warsaw Pact
consider it necessary to strengthen their defense potential and to develop
close cooperation cimong each other in this direction."3

This obligates us to remain vigilant at all times and to miss not a
single moment in maintaining the battle strength and combat readiness of
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our People's Navy on the required level and in developing the coilabora-
tion with the fraternal fleets still more closely and effectively.

The Jubilee year of our socialist GDR proceeded in the staffs, formations
and units of the People's Navy under the sign of great efforts for the
fulfillment of the main military task, which was decided at the Eighth

) SED Party Congr :88 and which establishes today and also in the future the
fundamental content and the mcet important directions of our joint work
in the strengthening of national defense.

The year 1974 was full of dynamics and important results. It placed be-
fore us great tasks and required for their fulfillment the conscious and
creative fulfillment of duties by all members of the NVA and its service
branches as well as of the border troops of the GDR.

The increase in battle strength and combat readiness was the central goal
of the socialist competition which was conducted under the motto "Soldiers'
‘ Task 25--1like Thaelmann: Resolute to Do Combat and Combat Ready at any

’ Time!"

The results obtained thereby and the new findings made are an expression
of the fact that we have taken further steps for the protection of our
joint achievements under the leadership of our Leninist combat party and
on the side of our socialist comrades-in-arms. The results of training,
inspections, and exercises demonstrate the increased combat readiness
of the People's Navy convincingly. We, the members of this NVA service
branch, demonstrated our determination, side by side with our comrades-
in-arms and in the spirit of socialist internationalism, that we would
not permit a situation, in which the vital interests of socialism would
be violated, the security of our frontiers would be threatened, and the
established foundations of European security would be put in question.

This was also demonstrated by the good performance of the People's Navy
at a command staff exercise of the allied Baltic Sea fleets in the autumn
of 1974. The members of our gervice branch considered this important
exercise to be a high point of the preparations for the 25th anniversary
of the GDR and of the conclusion of the 1973/1974 training year. This
was evidenced by the fact that their actions were motivated by an vffort
¢ to provide excellent performances as concrete personal and ccllective
contributlions to the day of honor of our socialist republic and to the
strengthening of the comradeship-in-arms with the fraternal aruies and
fleets, as well as an expression 0. our increased internationalist respone

sibility.

) The joint exercise carried out under the command of the commender in
chief of the Joint Armed Forces of the member states of the Warsaw Pact,
Marshal of the Soviet Union I. I. Yakubovskiy, provided again a genuine
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confirmatica of the worth of our young fleet on the side of the ex-

. periencrc brothers-in-arms. The results obtained in the course of the
exercis: clearly demonstrated the readiness and capability of the allied
Baltir Sca Fleets, as well as of the other branches of the United Armed
Forces, to insure a reliable military protection and the inviolability
of the maritime frontiers of our socialist community of states at any

. tine.

It gave us an emotional 1lift to participate in the experience and cvents
of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the GDR as an event of great
political importance.

By its close rclation with the Soviet Union and the entire socialist
community of states, the GDR belongs today to the strongest and most
influential power of the world. This was also demonstrated convincingly
by the festive meeting in our capital, Berlin, on the occasion of our
areat anniversary and was expressed especially in the addresses of the
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade Leonid Brezhnev,

B and of the First Secretary of the SED Central Commifttee, Comrade Erich
Honecker.

The official visits to Rostock-Warnemu.nde of the fleet units of the
Baltic Red Banner Fleet and the Polish Navy, which were under the command
of the respective chiefs of the two fleets, Admiral V. V. Mikhailin and
Vice Admiral L. Janczyszyn, developed into moving demonstrations of the
socialist unity of peoples and comradeship-in-arms.

The pride of belonging to this great community of socialism is being
added to the joy over the successes attained in the construction of
socialism in the GDR. We are a part of that power which points the way
into the future for all of humanity.

During the anniversary festivities in honor of our state, all of us felt
deeply that the GDR is a socialist state of workers and peasants, which
is allied to the USSR forever and irrevocably and is an inseparable
component of the socialist community of states.

From this derives for us a great obligation in the sense of proletarian
internationalism and anti-imperialist solidarity.

The People's Navy as a component of the NVA and as an equal partner of

the allied Baltic Sea fleets of the Warsaw Pact has the fundamental task
to continue to perfect its battle strength and combat readiness during

the 1974/75 training year. The conditions under which we will have to
solve the main military task will by no means become simpler in the future.

. The staffs, units and formations must adapt themselves in shorter time spans
'Q to changes in weaponry, equipment and structure of our own forces and those
~  of the opponent.
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To meet the main military task renquires that every member of the People's
Navy and especlally the superiors on all levels grow in step with the
assigned task, with our republic, and with our people.

¢ To meet the main military task requires from all of us to make increased
v demands on ourselves in order to meet the growing requirements of our
‘ national defense also in the future. 1In doing so, the attention and
efforts of all superiors will have to be directed to obtain maximal effec-
tiveness for such potentials as:

--personal conduct of political and military training as a uniform proces:
of education and training;

--development of iron discipline and unconditional obedience among sub-
ordinates;

--development, maintenance, and strengthening of socialist relations be-
tween superiors and subordinates as well as among all army members;

~-constant self-improvement, self-training, and self-education in order
. not only to solve the dally tasks of the presence and the future but also
to be prepared at any hour for the defense of the socialist fatherland.

b The full effectiveness of those potentials in their entirety results in

A a high combat readiness, and it is the next task of troop command to
fully develop the potentials arising from the class character of the
soclalist armed forces.

The decisive factor in this complex process is the human being, who com~
’ prehends and consciously shapes the social interrelationships.

It is for this reason that politico-ideological education is and remains
the nucleus of socialist leadership of people in our armed forces and is
therefore the most important task of the superiors on all levels.

& In the 1974/75 training year, the leadership activity of commanders and
p polit organs in political work as well as all forms of political work
will have to be directed more clearly and concretely toward the solution
* of the military tasks of the People's Navy and will have to be oriented
toward priorities still to be determined in more detail and an all-round
stronger fleet-relatedness.

This has to be based more consistently on factors and criteria of combat
readiness and on the requirements and stresses of combat actions of naval
forces. In this respect we can build upon the comprehensive experience
and manifold perceptions of political work in the People's Navy, which
were obtained during the past year in inspections and tests and in the
preparation and execution of important training measures and which still
must be evaluated and made known more thoroughly.
79
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In conducting soctal int compoetition during the past trailning year, the
People's Navy was able to attain the best results so far. Tt was cleurly
demonstrated that the strugple for high combat readiness .8 unthinkable
without socialist competition an the motor for development of mass
Inftiative. This Inftlatlve Increased in breadth and scope,  lagpecially
valuable s the facr that the percentage share of fulfilled commi tments
Increased In comparison with preced’ v years.

Sozialfist competition In the new trafning year will be conducted under
the motto: "Mflitary Initiative 75--United with the Comrades-tn—-Arms—-—
Strong for Battle and Combat Ready!" It will be necessary in this respect
to use socialist competition sti1ll more effectively for wotivating mass
Initiative In the direction of fulfiliment of political and military
tasks as well as toward the further fmprovement of the international
cducat fon and deepening of the basic internationalist positinn of the
members of the People's Navy. This competition is to be conducted in

two stapes, whereby the first stage will have the "Week of Comradeship-
fn-Arms'" and the 19th anniversary of the NVA as ligh points, wihile the
second stage will have as hign points such events as the 20th anniversary
of the Warsaw Pact, the 30th anniversary of liberation from faccism, and
the 'Woek of Youth and Sportsmen."

We shall purposcfully concentrate the socialist competition "Military
Initiative 75--United with the Comrades-in-Arms--Strong for Battle a..
Combat Ready!" in such a manner that the political and military tasks
will be met in all formotions, units and installations of the People's
Navy with high quality and excellent results. 1In this respect, perform-
ance comparisons and exchanges of experience with the Soviet and Polish
brothers-in-arms will have to be systematically developed with full
utilizatlon of the capabilitries of the individual formations and units.

The words of our comrade Lrich Honecker are a guideline for us in this
regpict: ''The members of the NVA must measure Lhelr actions against the
strict standards set by tneir Soviet brothers—in-arms. They know: these
standards incorporate the experience tested in the decades of the struggle
for reliable military protection of socialism. They act in accordance
with the proven internationalist motto: to learn from the Soviet Union
means to learn how to be victerious."#

The good and excellent performances of the members of the People's Navy,
which were achieved during the past training year under the unerring
leadership of the party in all areas of political and military training,
offer a guaranty that new and outstanding results will testify to the
readiness and capabliity of our people also in 1975, the first year of

the secord quarter century of ouvr GDR. The newly started training year
places vefcre us new political and military trials. The tested clasgs-

and arr s alljance of the states of the Warsaw Pact _rovides the assurance
that increased tasks will be handled also in the future. This firm alliance
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has proved itse! f in two decades as a rellable guarantor for the in-
violability of the socfalist community of states. We have jointly re-
pelled all provocations and squashed all attempts of aggression, with
which imperialism intended to restrain and destroy socilalism. Jointly
with our class cemrades and brothers-in-armg, we shall also in the future
sce to it that there is no chance left for Iimperialism.

s FOOTNOTES
1. VOLKSARMEE, Berlin, No 38, 1974, p 3.

2. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (A-edition), 12 October 1974,

3. VOLKSARMEE, op. cit.

4. Ibid.
.
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DEFICIENCIES CITED IN POLITICAL TRAINING IN PEOPLE'S NAVY
East Berlin MILITAERWESEN in German Jan 75 pp 103C~108C

[By Comdr W. Rickert, Comdr '. Schmelzer, and Comdr R.
Luderfinger]

lfexgj The main military task, as it was decided by the Eighth Party
Congress, comprehensively establishes the fundamental content and main
directions of our work for strengthening national defensre. Politico-
‘deological education remains in this respect the nucleus of social? ;t
command.

Politico-ideological work among sailors and noncommissioned ci iicers in
the unit. of the Jeople's Navy has special weight. Since they lack ex-
v2rience to a certain degree as far as 11fe and the class struggle are
concerned, they must be given a clear po.itical answer to questions of
political and military 1life, which can be complicated at times.

As 18 known, the decision of the Politburo of the SED Central Committee
. on "The Tacks of Agitation and Propaganda for the Further Implementntion
' of the Decisions of the Eighth SED Party Congress" of 7 November 1972
opened up a new and significant chapter of ideological work.

- The Political Training Order signifies for the NVA_Lﬁhtional People's
LK Army/ a concrete application of the Politburo decision in the area of
| ' GWW /advanced social science training/ and political training.

It 18 the purpose of this article to provide a first evaluation of the
three years of intensive activity of commanders political organs, and
party and FDJ /Fr-~ German Youth/ organizations ia behalf of an effec-
tive implementation of the Political Training Order. This evaluation
. will place special stress on organizational and methudological agpects.
— 82
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A positive example 18 being provided din this respect by the "Jo" uait.
In principle, all officinls of the political section participate 1in the
monthly consultations. By preparing themselves thoroughly and over a
, long time, the s arc able to contribute to the preparation of the topic
oo with construccive proposals, suggestions and arguments. The comrades of
the political section are unanimous in the opinion that they are receiving

. valuable assistance and valid suggestions for their own political work

A in the respective field of activity. These congsultations should always

\ - conclude with consistent directives for each arca of responsibility. This
- «111 lead to an appropriate coordination of all political measures and

a meaningful support by every official.

Also, conceptual discussions of the monthly topics of the GWW and political
training take place in all political sectlons and/or working groups for
political work of the equivalent un’ts. They represent the real center

of concern in the leadership cycle for preparation of political training.
What matters here, above all, is that the tonics are prepared in a practice-
related and troop-related manner. Experience gained so far indicates

that this demanding task 1s rot always easily manageable, but raquires

a high degree of political, theoretical, and military expert knowledge.

It 1s necessary to guide the act._vities of the political orgna~ and also

of the staff to the decisive criterion, which culminates in the question:
How can one utilize the manifold opportunities of GWW and political train~-
ing in such a manner that a concrete increase in battle strength and

combat readinc..s can be achieved?

This cannot therefore remain exclusively a matter for the Polit organ in
the unit but must become increasingly a matter to re dealt with also by
all staff members of the unit.

e The one-man activity of the propagandist, which still takes place here and
' there, must therefore bezome a thing of the past. The collaboration,
ideas, and creative initiative of a large circle of responsible cumrades

HNNCRKE are required in order to develop training in an interesting and varied
_— mancer and to connect it with the military tasks. The best results are
3 registered by those commanders and political organs, which fashion the

' political training days into real high points of political iund military
work.

Pre-Training Leads to Increased Effectiveness of Political Training

Three years of practice on the basis of the rew political Training Order
point clearly to the following: pre-training is in fact the fulcrum ~nd
; plvot of further improvement of political tvaining. Wherever the t ‘aining
’ group leaders assigned a proper place to pre-training, for example at the
;N "Doe" unit, political training gained visibly in quality and educational

2 effectivcness. The contribution of pre-training to fulfilliment of the
military tasks has grown.
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Concerning the Quaiity and Conduct of Advanced Soclal Sclence Training
and Political Training

The leadership documents of the Main Political Admintistration, above all
the study guidelines and reading materials, are an essential foundation
for GWW aund political training. It is an important task for commanders,
political organs, party und FDJ organizations to implement the content-
crientation provided by those documents in a troop-related manner and on
a high level. What 1s at present characteristic for the leadership

.. process in GWW and political training in tt People's Navy?

Characteristic 1s, above all, the steady endeavor by all command levels
to find the most effective forms and methods for the conduct of GWW and
political training. A monthly consultation of responsible officials
of the political organs on content-—orientation of the individual GWW
Y and political training topics has proven itself well in this respect on
s the level of the political administration and the political section of
the units.

. It was thus possible to develop and implement uniform concepts and well-
Rt founded argumentations with respect to the basic polirico-ideological
problems of the respective topic. At the same time, these monthly con-
sultations form an important starting point for the effective guidance
of subordinated Polit organs, primarily the Polit sections of the units,
on wkose work the succ:ss and effectiveness of training activities depend
to a high degree. Tue People's Navy has dis. ded, in principle, the
previous practice according to which consultations in the political
. sections concerned themselves primarily with the organizational support
: of the GWW and political training. Priority is being given today to the
‘ discussion and clarification of the following questions:

--What politico-ideological goal 1is being pursued with the topic and
which convincing arguments are to be brought into play with respect to
the basic problems of t - topin?

~—How rcan the political training topic contribute to the fulfillment of
the military task of the respective monih?

——What 1is the present frame of mind aud status of opinion and how must
they be taken into account in politirsl training?

~-Which tasks result for the party- and FDJ organizations with spect
to implementation of political training?

——Which measures of political mass work liave to be iucluded in political
training in ordey to enhance the emotional effectiveness of instruction?

- . -
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Which special experiences and trends are discernible? The GWW as one of
the maln forms of Marxist-Leninist quaiificatfon of training group leaders
has galined in valuc as a means for specilal preparation of political
training. TIn most of the units, the training group leaders for sallors
and noncommissionel officers are combined into independent GWW training
groups. It should be stressed in this connection that the pre-training
group leader serves at the same time as the tralning group leader of
these comrades in the GWW. This corresponds also to the new Political
n Training Order. This regulation offers the opportunity to combine the
GWW measures in a better manner with the growing requirements of political
training in as far as content and timing are concerned. Also the theore-
tical preparation of the training group leaders for political training,
esperially for similar topics in the GWW, can take place already in the
GWw instructiona’ framework. More time 1s being gained for methodologlcal
and pedagogic problems in pre--training. This practice was guccegsfully
applied by the Kohn unit. On the other hand, some other regiments still
proceeded in a manner in which the training group leaders of the political
_ training were distributed individually to the GWW groups of the offilcers.
\ The same requirements were placed on them as on any other GWW participants.
¢ This applies to study and participation in seminars; they even were tested
and given grades, which clearly contradicts the political Training Order
and should not be permitted by the politica. organs. We want to clte the
Political Training Order with respect to another problem of pre-training.
Paragraph 3, scction VII states: "The pre-training of the training
group leader is a part of the service preparation and comprises the evalu-
ation of the preceding instruction course, briefing on the central topics
of political training, the methodological and pedagogic preparation of
instruction, the preparatory seminars, and other measures."

Without attempting to provide a standard for all units, we want to point
out the following proven work rhythm for pre-training:

—-The evaluation of instruction in the precedirg month should be carried
out by the training group leader and should take place immediat2ly after

the political training. On the day of pre-training attenti,n 1¢ devoted
s to the comprehensive opinion of the political section with respest to
5 evaluation of training.

--The preparatory seminar omn the current topic is the most impor':ant part
of pre-training and signifies for the training group leader the real high
a point in the preparation for political training. The Political Training
. Order points out that four hours are to be scheduled for the preparatory
ol seminar. This is a minimum requirement. This makes it very clear that
- most of the time is to be devoted to the preparatory seminar as the nucleus
of pre-training. Some of our training group leaders encounter difficulties
in creating problem situations in political trainiag, in developing a
contest of differing opinions, and in fashioning training an in interesting
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and 11llustrative manner. ‘The preparatory semlnar should therefore we used
to develop an interesting contest of differing opinlons among the traig-
Ing group leaders themseives and thus to demonstrate, If possible, within
the circle of traintng group leaders what 1s invol—ed 1in performing 1leco-
loglcal work in an attractive, Interesting, and emctlonally effective
manner. This provides some of the most effectlve assilstance to training
group leaders. There arises another problem in connection with this.

Good experiences of training group leaders are not being utllized suf-
ficlently for everybody in the preparatory seminar. The pre-training
group lecaders do not foilow sufficicently the suggestlions of the best

training group leaders and do not sufficiently generalize the experiences
of those leaders.

——The pzdagogical and methodological preparation ¢f instruction is being
carried out in “two basic forms: the pedagogic-me thodolugical preparation
of instruction as an independent element of pre-t* aining and the peda-
gogical-methodological preparation of Instruction as a consciously
fashioned component of the other elements of pre—-t1cining."1

What matters at prescnt in the People's Navy is to train the trining group
leaders pedagogically and methodologically more consclously and purpose-
fully in every pre-training course. This 1s the major concern to which

the two named elements have to be applied meaningfully. The lecture of

a pedagogue proves to be really useful only when the pedagoyli~al problems
are combined as closely as possible with a current problem of pclitical
training. Practice shows that the ideas and thoughts of the persons in-
volved constitute the greatest availabla reserves,

~—About one hour should be allocated to instruction on the next topic.

It was proven unsuitable to conduct instruction on *+he immediately im-
pending training topic on the same day on which the preparatory seminar
takes place. The most favorable solution is when one month passes between
instructior on the topic and the preparatory seminar. This allows suf-~
ficient time to the training group leaders to prepare themselves con-
scicntiously for the preparatory seminar. Instruction on iLhe topic of

the subsequent month should therefore take place at the end of a pre-
training, if possibie. 1In this view, instruction on the top: 1is given
priority in the pre-training system.

As was noted over and over again, the inclusion of films and television
in political training is very customary in most units of the People's
Navy. However, there is frequently a lack of a subsequent discussion
about the basic political and artistic purpose of the film in connection
with the respective political training topic. The "Doe" unit provides
very good resul :s in its film work. The newest documentary films are
being shown there on a regular basis, and discussions are being held on

how to shape argumentation successfully with the help of the films or
scenes selected.
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Borks have an Important place In political training. It has been an
accepted routine for many years at the "Doe" unit to have library
officials lccture to the training group leaders and to let them demon-
strate with 1llustrative examples from well-known and new literary works
how to use books 1in political training.

! A Few Suggestlions fur Political Training

As 1s know political training provides for commander. and politicz1
organs an effective means for the education and formatio. of socialist
military personalities. This is fully clear, in princip », to all
officers, ensigns, and noncommissioned officers of the Feople's Navy.

The good results obtained in political training speak for themselves in
this respect. The best results were obtained in such units of the People's
’ Navy:

~-in which political training is considered to be an inseparable com-—
ponent of political and military command activity and is being handled
as an important means of command of subordinated personnel;

--in which political training is being given all necessary support by
commanders, staff officers, and party and ¥DJ organizations;

! --in which conscientious planning, preparation, and execution of pre-—
training and political training are provided and in which ciergetic
meagures are taken against all disturbances and phenomena of disorder,
which are detrimental to the effectiveness of this training.

. On the other hand, there still are phetomena in the People's Navy, in
which superficiality and routine have a negative influence on the effec-
tiveness of political training.
lhis applies to such facts asg:

- 'njustified exemption from political training;

—-carryii ; out of political training during periods in which percentage

)] . participation is very low due to furlough and »ther measures.
. --lack of coordination of measures of politfcal .. .s work with the mcnthly
« - topics of political training;
—-unjustified coincidence in the same time period of the GWW in the staffs
and of political training in the units.
We want to discuss especially the last named defect more in detail.
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The Political Tralning Order establishes that "officers of the staffs of
regiments and battalions, who are not training group leaders, are to be
used in the preparation and execution of excursions, plant visits and

go forth."

The Political Training Order also states:

"Those partlicipants In the GWW who are not being used as training group
leaders of political training are to be briefed on a regular basis on

tne topics of political training of soldiers and noncommissioned officers
and are to be included in discussions, Dia /expansion unknown/ lectures
or Dia sound-track lectures, film- or book discussions and so forth."

This places a clear and precise requirement on the GWW participants, who
are not trailning group leaders. If, however, the GWW in the staffs 1s
scheduled for the same days at which political training is scheduled,
the support of political trzining given by officers of the staffs is
limited. Everyone who has once acted as a training group leader knows
how important it is when staff officers exert an influence on political
training throv~h lectures, discussions during instruction periods, and
other measurc:: and thus support the training group leaders in their
responsible educational work. To relinquish these additional potentials
1s tantamount to permitting a loss in the pace of ideological work. We
have to devote all our attention, understanding help, and effective
guldance especially to the training group leaders. They are the most
important propagandists of the party. Great demands are being made on
them month after month. They have to convey the + cws of the party on
the basic political problems of our time wlth pedagogic .elicacy, with
thorough theoretical substantiation =nd with clnrity. They also have
to deepen the scientific world outlook of :be memoers -7 the People's
Navy. It is an attra:tive, but at the same time ...~ a very difficult
and demending task. )f we realize that the overwhelring majority of

our training group leaders are young officers of tha Yirst or second
service ranks and these comrades have to accomplish aiso many other
complex military tasks, we will understand that they deserve our special
esteem.

We are referring here espzcially also to the older officers who have
gone through all those (1fficult stayes to a greater or lesser degree.
They should unselfishlr and intelligently pass on their rich experience
to the young commanders, GA /Combat Sector/ commanders, company chiefs,
and platoon leaders.

In the following we will make s Tow remarks . utilization of the cen-
trally provided :ralning materizls and ui the matevia. and technizal
possibilities fo: political training.
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The Maln Political Administration provides extensive training materials.
The study guldelines are substantiated as to content and are prepared
pedagogically and methodologically. The reading materdial, too, isg
theoretically well founded and prepared in an intelligible mauner. The
lectures are being prepared on a constantiy higher level, even though
they do not always fully meet requirements. The sound-track lectures,
Dia series, and graphic materials provide the possibility to give greater
variety to instruction. Thege are genuine improvemeats of the effective
development of political training. 1In addition, the naval units must
consilder a whole series of capabilities available to them, which are

not always being used. This applies to films, radio and television
broadcasts, maps, graphics, wall charts, and other teaching aids.

Praiseworthy . re also such initiatives as, for example, the procurement
of art picture portfolios for the training group leaders in the "Doe"
unit. Those pictures make 1t possible for the training group leaders,
after a corresponding preparation in pre-training, to conduct goal-
oriented discussions in the training groups and to awaken interest in
noncommissioned officers and sailors for problems of socialist art.

The preparation of a wall newspaper dealing with the current topic of
political training has had a positive effect in  ifferent sections of the
"Jo" unit. Tt ig being published two weeks ahead of the political train-
ing and familiarizes the training participants with the most important
problems of the topic. In additicn, the training participants pregared

a variety of other simple instructional materials. This brings a gain

to the immediate development of the training itself and stimulates the
sailors and noncommissioned officers to concern themselves with individual
ideological problems of the topic well in advance of the actual political
training. We want to suggest here again the reading of the brochure '"This
is the Way Our Best Training Group Leaders and Propagandists are Doiny It,"
which was published by the Political Administration of the People's Navy.
Its statements have full validity and provide valuable suggestions.

Party Work and Political Training

The statement that political training is in essence party training con-
tinues to have full validity.

An increase in the effectiveness of political training presupposes a
strengthening of the influence of the basic organizations on political
training. This applies not only to the preparation and execution of
political training but also to the regular evaluation of its cesults and

effectiveness in practice, in combat training and combat serv. e, and
in other areas of military 1life.
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Especlally the last thoupht plays a large role in the evaluation by the
11th Delegates Conference of the SED Party Organizations and really
T stould be emphasirad by an explanation mark: "We can truly speak of a
‘ full understandiag of the basic political problems of our time only when
T the theoretical knowledge of the power and strength of soclalism and of
: the aggressive policy of the imperialist class enemy is being translated
into aware actions of the army members.'"?2

S First results have beccome available in the meantime. Simultaneously with
. the entering into forces of the new Political Training Order, it has be-
‘ come a proven practice in the majority of the basic organizations to have

‘ regular consultations on the preparation, execution, and evaluation of

political training and to establish measures for improvemeant. We want

t» mention here again the positive example provided by the "Doe'" unit.

Tie political organs of the unit place great value on the demand that

, , the members and candidate membetrs of the basic organizations are well

prepared regularly and thoroughly for political training and discussions

on the ideological front, in general. This means, above all, that they
are equipped with convincing arguments and are being prepared for an
active political collaboration In debates on instruc:ion matters. The
past shows how much the members and ~andidate members of our party are

in the foreground o¢f the discussion. how valuable the word of the party

members 1s, and how much they provide a model and example. In 2rder to

do justice to their role of providing a model, they need, however, a

high degree of Marxist-Leninist knowledge and convincing arguments and
capabillities to valiantly support the policies of th: party on the side
cf the training group leaders. But the basic organizations also have
to develop thoughts about the party members who work as training group
leaders. This concerns mostly wyoung officers who have a college-level
knowledge, as a rule. These officers have, however, often difficulties
in applying this knowledge successfully in practice. The basic organiza-
tions also have the task therefore, together with the training group
leaders, to guaranty a troop-relatel and lively political training and

_ to provide a concrete answer to the question of how the best possible

— suppost can be given to the training group leaders. Training group

o leaders often complain about too great a burden. They expe:t more

aggistance for theilr responsible activity, for example, more assistance
for an undisturbed assurance of individual study and individual preparation

for politi~al training. Despite the fact that the Political Training

Order provid:s clear statements in this respect, frequent infractions

occur and such complaints are often justified. The basic organizations

should therefore make greater demands on military superiors to supply
genuine and effective assistance to the tralning group leaders,

: This concludes our remarks on some problems cf the preparation and execu-~
2 tion of political training as it is being conducted in the area of the
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Pecple's Navy. The authors do not claim to have dealt with the problems
, _ exhaust” ly and comprehensively. All we intended to do was to provide
BRI a few impulses and suggestions to commanders, political workers, training
group leaders, and propagandists which are intended to help them to meet
ro the higher requirements of the Political Training Order in a better
manner.
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