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By SIDMNEY FIELDS

Sally Aw Sian, the only lady publisher
In Hong Kong, is the first woman in the

20-year history of the International Press

Institute to be elected its president. .
The IPI has a membership of 1,800

-editors and publishers from 60 countries who

jealously guard the freedom of the press, {ry to
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sea o it that the free flow of news is not inter-

rapted by governments or anyone else and ihat
newsmen are protecled frora censorship aud.op-
pression, ) . o _1-

“We do a few other things” Miss Siuh sald
Curing a recent visit here. “The ]nsiit'u"w carvies
e a training programm for newsmen in ]&eny.a.
We pay for that, And we 1un another one in
Rigevia with a grant from the Ford Foundation.”

Plump, plessant and proficient, Miss. Sian's
W empire consists of {wu himonthly muagazines,
the ¥nglizh Janguage Hong Kong Standard and
two Chinese papers, the Simg Tao Jih Yao {the
Singapore Morning Daily), and the Sing Tao

Wan Pao (The Singapore Aflernoo Daily). Her

Chinese papers have a combined cirenlation of
220,000, targest on the islang. o

The type for them is hand sel, hut the pages
are photog i

aphed, flown to Tapei, the Philippines,
sco and New York and printed on off.

sel presses,

“It’s two days late” Miss Sian adinitted, “hut
that docsn’t yeally matler. In the past five vears
there’s been a big Jnflux of Hong Kong Chinese

:dnto the States ang they’re hungiy for news from

back home and Southeast Asia and the mainland.”
Yer father who-owned three pharmaceutical

housés in Jlong Kong made his fortune with one
1"&

eurd-all ointment, something like mentholatum, |

Hong Kong. resident
o & 1. " . .
8, “Lets o 1o the

and tourist sooner or later sa
Tiger Balm Gardens.” They're the Dbig lovely
parks filled wilh fine sculptwre founded by her
father and always fice to the publie. e also
founded a chain of newspapers in - Singapore,
Baugkok, Malayasia and on mainland China be-

fore Mao toak over in 1940,
) Miss Sian's brother, piloting {ho family plane -

" twwas killed, Ja

vurchasing,

‘rezentinent

to check on the paper in Malayasia, evashed and
i was 32 and the heir apparent.
Aftar the grief subsided her father asked hisg
daughter: “Why not try the papers 7

She worked in every department, accounting,
cirenlation, advertising, cdilorial,
starting .at {he bhottom. Two vears afler sghe
started her intensive apprenticeship Ler father
died, "A  cousin ook over the pharmaccutical
houses, Miss Siaw had to 1un the papers.

“I was frightened, very frightened,” she sald,
“but 1 didn’t have much choico.” ’

She was 23, She was caught in a riptide of
from some of {he eruployes swho

DALY WEAY P -~
006/11/27 :Jélgih5ﬁ8§-013.1.4R0003000/j(923(§-g e Sl fouo
. P_ ‘,F:" I S ‘)'_)

m e
= 1

@ v~ g (, Ir—'l/\ “{"a‘ "'V\‘—':TLA: -\«.—4.2

%

e e e,

R S C e s s

w of the Type -

Sally Aw Slan-—Always Ahe

couldn’t sce a young woman as the big bos S

“But that’s an ingrained attitude,” Alicg Sian .
explained.- “You have to he patient, You can't
change that overnight.” . :

In the 36 years -that she's been a publisher,
she’s earned theip respect by increasing the eir-
calation of the Chinese papers by almost 30¢5,
tripling her classified ads and scoring consistent
gaing in display advertising, She waz the first
one to use offset presses in Heng Xong and made
sll her competitors follow suit. She makes at
leazt three trips =z vear to America, examining
new publishing methods, frem epecial inks tg
compulers, She’s always ahead of the type.

Five veurs ago sho conceived the Jdea of an
American edition of her Chinesa pavers, started
the first i San Francisco and when it went well,
began ihe second in New York. In Loth editions
she shrewdly added short fiction, eutertainment

* pews and slock market quotations,

“We are now the second largest Chinese papers
on the West and East Coasts.” Miss Sidn said,
Ifer New York cireulation is 6,000; San Francisco,
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5.000. The first Chinese paper is the Unif‘c_*d')-

Journal with 10,000, -
In Hong Xong, where newspapers run politi-
cally from extreme right o the extreme.Joft: and -
include two Communist prapers, Miss Sian iz
Tiercely independent. Sle scorched the Commue
nists for mspiring the 1967 riols, which took some
courage; and she criticized Chiang Kai-shek for
being wnrealistie and uvaware of the changa in
the wind, ' .
“You might think {hat being g0 close o Maao,-
Hong Kong is near a rowder kem” Miss Sian
said, “We're nof, Our futlure ig bright. We have
sonme crime, bhul nothing comipared to the Sialeg,
We do nol have the pain-of youth problems or
a drug culture. And we do niot have the doubtful
blessings of women’s Jib.” _ T
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