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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ,
Phone: (703) 351-7676 8 February 1978

Leonard R. Sussman
Executive Director
Freedom House

Wilkie Memorial Building
20 West 40th Street

New York, NY ~ 10018

Dear Mr. Sussman:

Thank you very much for your quick response to my request for
information on freedom of the press around the world. The material
b you sent was most useful, and I'm keeping it on hand for future
reference.

Reimbursement for the material is to be provided by another
office in the Agency. Please let me know if you have not received

it.
Thank you again for your help.
| Sincerely, P
Deputy Assistant for Public Affairs
to the Director of Central Intelligence
STAR/DCI/PA/D f aw

Dist: Orig-addressee
1-CM w/basic
1-DB file
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at the Willkie Memorial Building 20 West 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10018 (212) 730-7744
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Programs to strengthen the institutions of freedom

Research, publications, advisories on domestic and foreign atfairs
Comparative Survey of Frecdom in every nation
Freedom at Issue, a bimonthly e Book program in Asia. Africa. Latin America

January 17, 1978

STAT |

STAT

John Richardson, Jr.,

Deputy Assistant for Public Affairs

to the Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.,C, 20505

In response to your call today I am pleased to enclose the
following information on our estimates of the level of press
freedom around the world. As I indicated, our judgments under
civil rights/liberties in the several tables are determined in
large measure on the actual independence of journalists from
the regime (whether or not independence is proclaimed in con-
stitutions, etc.; and whether or not communications media are

operated or regulated by the government,

BBC).

as in the case of the

I also enclose Mass News Media and the Third World Challenge

and other articles on this related subject.

Please let me know if we can be of further assistance.

jm
enclosures

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President Caroline K. Simon, Assistant Treasurer

Philip van Slyck, Chairman of the Executive Committee John W. Riehm, Secrerary

Leon Levy, Treasurer

*Ned W. Bandier, Jr.
Karl R. Bendetsen

Zbigniew Brzezinski, on leave

Sol C. Chaikin
John Diebold
Wayne Fredericks
Richard Gambino

Roscoe Drummond, Vice-Chairman

Executive Commiittee: above officers and at-large members*

o / ;
Slncerely, /

/’
C’@L(/
onard R. Sussman

Executlve Director
t

L

Margaret Chase Smith, Chairman-Emeritus
Harry D. Gideonse, President- Emeritus

Leo Cherne, Honorary Chairman

Whitney North Seymour, Honorary Chairman

Richard N. Gardner, on leave  *Norman Hill Wiltiam C. Lewis, Jr. *Burns W. Roper Herbert Swope
Nathaniel L. Goldstein Sidney Hook Gale McGee Richard R. Salzmann Robert €. Weaver
Roy M. Goodman Jacob K. Javits Danlel P. Moynihan Howland H. Sargeant Eugene P. Wigner
1 Mye, . " Wilkins
SHEENed For RelSSE SOA10(13 HCUNRORAS-01315EHAAZI0E2000 1K mris™ e
Arthur L, Harckham William R. Kintner Norman Redlich William E. Simon Francis Pickens Miller, Trusree Epreritus
Rita E. Hauser Aaron Levenstein Whitelaw Reid Gerald L. Steibel Leonard R. Sussman, Executive Director
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20508

PUBLIC AFFAIRS o
Phone: (703) 351-7676 8 February 1978

Leonard R. Sussman
Executive Director
Freedom House

Wilkie Memorial Building
20 West 40th Street

New York, NY 10018

Dear Mr. Sussman:

Thank you very much for your quick response to my request for
information on freedom of the press around the world. The material
you sent was most useful, and I'm keeping it on hand for future
reference.

Reimbursement for the material is to be provided by another
office in the Agency. Please let me know if you have not received
it.

Thank you again for your help.

Cinranaly

Deputy Assistant for Public Affairs
to the Director of Central Intelligence

~ DA/DCI/PA/D Berend/JwW

Dist: Orig-addressee
1-CM w/basic
1-DB file
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at the Willkie Memorial Building 20 West 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10018 (212) 730-7744

Programs to strengthen the institutions of freedom

Research, publications, advisories on domestic and foreign affairs
Comparative Survey of Frecdom in every nation
Freedom at Issue, a bimonthly & Book pragram in Asia, Africa, Latin America

January 17, 1978

Deputy Assistant for Public Affairs

to the Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C, 20505

Dear [ ]

In response to your call today T am pleased to enclose the
following information on our estimates of the level of press
freedom around the world., As I indicated, our judgments under
civil rights/liberties in the several tables are determined in
large measure on the actual independence of journalists from
the regime (whether or not independence is proclaimed in con-
stitutions, etc.; and whether or not communications media are
operated or regulated by the government, as in the case of the
BBC),

I also enclose Mass News Media and the Third World Challenge
and other articles on this related subject.

Please let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Sinc%fély,

H

>4 /.
/N

Leopard R. Sussman

Exg¢cutive Director

jm /
¢
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By Jim Kostman and Bob Katz

Last year, the Rockefeller
Commission investigated
legations of illegal domestic spy-

or o -

al-
Iy

ing by the CIA. Composed large--

ly of men with previous ties to
the US intelligence communiry,
the Commission concluded that
some abuses had voceurred and
made limited recommendations
to prevent future nnes. Presi-
dent Ford's recently anrounced
rlans for dealing with this prob-
lem include the formation of a
three-man Intelligence Advisory
Board. It toe is composed of men
long associated with pover: poli-
tics. . )
Most " interesting of these is
“Leo Cherne, described in press
accourts as a professional econ-
omist and head of the Reszarch
Institaie of America. For some
25 years, Cherne has been chair-
man of the International Qescue

Committee (IRC), = “stroagly

anti-communist . grg=nization
with the ostens“re wiipose of
setting up reliéf opecsiic s in
foreign countries aod ssting
refugees from accas-am h have
come under coémmunis® conirol.

With this briéf bacjyro nd in
mind. it 'is noteworthy that in

January, 1962, a young Amer-

icari former Marine named Lesa
Harvey Oswald, who had defec-
ted to the Soviet Union in 1958,
wrote to the IRC asking for
financial aid for his itntended re-
turn to tne United States. In

December, 1961, Oswald had in- -

formed the American embassy in
Moscow that he wished to re-
turn

to the USA. The State -
Department then contacted the !

IRC and a Texas chapter of the |

Red Cross about helping Os-

wald. At rhe suggestion of the

embassy, Oswald wrote twice to -

the IRC, initially requesting
$800, then upping it to S1GO0,
“After all this time our visas
bave {inally heen yranted, thank

v

idit
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Lep Cherne:

God,” Oswald wrote the IRC on
Jan. 25,1962, “but our troubles
are rot firancial, only if your
erganization taps'in.”

The IRC nsver siepped i
They inforned the Srate Depart- -

ment thar “as a strongly antj.
Communist  organization,
would hazeliy be the appropriate
agency iur an American® who

went o Russa to live there.'"

The IRC never even replied to
Oswald, but the State Depart-
ment eventually came through
With $435, apparently the sum

Oswald reguired to sail to New )

York.

The Warren Commission Re.
port states onlv that Oswald at-

tempted between Feb. 6 and
May 1 to procure aid from the

IRC. But this account js in con- -

flict with the evidence con-
tained in the 26 volumes of hear-
ings and exhibits published by
the Commission. These docu-
ments show that Oswald con-

6, ari1 Oswald's letters from the
spring of 1962, prior to May 1,
revez] thar he had slready been
assitred of the State Dept.
money. If Oswald continued to
carrsspond with the IRC until
May 1, there is no record of it.

Ther2 ure meny curious as-
srects uf Oswald’s artempt to get
help fram the IRC. In the early
stages of his attempt o get aid,
Oswald wrote to his mother and
got her, with the help of the Red

wa

Cross, to contact the IRC. When

‘the IRC wrote back to the Red

Cross, they said that the State

Dept. had already been in touch |

wvith them about the Oswald |
case. The whole affair, in-"
cluding the fact that the State
Dept. wound up financing the re-
turn of this one-time defector, is
one reason why many people sus-
pect that Oswald went to Russia
as an agent of the U.S. govern-
ment. In fact, when Mrs.
Marguerite Oswald alleged that
ber sen was a government agent,
she cited the IRC/State Dept.

.
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A few days afte
pointment, the
connections 1 ‘th
subject of a Ne
article by Joh
Crewdsun's story
ar least some of
lion dollars raise
the IRC comes at
ly from the Ciz_
quoted Frat 1
man Foundation
was approached i
by a “mysterio
asked to pass ah
the IRC for a «u
prujzet in the F
Andrew Norman.

g a look at a ClA-watrher -

the Norman Foun
called the incident but said the
money w~as ear-marked for an
unspecified Latin American eof-
fort. - .

Tue Times noied tha, the

Nuvrinon Foundation was one of

|
|

!

mary institutions identified in

1967 diselosures na a wondunit for
CIA funds. The Tinres reported
that the J.M. Kaplan Fund, also
identified as a CIA conduit, has
given money to both the IRC and
Freedom House, an organiza-
tion which publishes infor-
mation on the alleged surpres-
sion of freedom in socialist coun-
tries, and of which Cherne is
chairman of the executive com-
mittee,

Crewdson’s report, if true,
would have established the first
definite link between the CIA
and the IRC. But the next day,
Crewdson reported that Weil
had retracted the original story,
saying that he had “misre-
called” the crucial episede. Free-
dom House, apparen:tly made
nervous by the publicity, wrote
the CIA and asked if they had
ever bean a direct or indirent re-
cipient of CIA funds. CIA

director Georse Bush assured
& ..

Freedom House th+ were clean.
When Che-ne was asked by the

Times why he never checked the

Norman Fouadation grants to

the 1RC for possible CIA inf'u. -

ence, he replied, “That's the «il-
liest question I've ever heard.”

gence organization that pre
ceded the ClA. :

But we don’t wani 1o make to
much of this. Cherne hinself ha
said that tire IRC is just a hobby,
Men entrusted with keeping tah
om the spy azencizs should b

vaiuated for impartiality o th
hasis of all their past endeavor
-- Like the Citizen's Cowsmitte
inr a Free Cuba. Founded n th
scing of 1983, its membzeshi,
included Cherne,” Clare Boeotl
auce, General S.L.A. Marshall
Christopher Emmet, also of th
IAC and head of the America)
Friends of the Captive Nations
s well as Jay Lovestone and Ir
ving Brown, of the American In
stivete for Free Lahor Develop
mer b, which has served as a CI/
front- for manipulating (oreigr

. labor unions. In a report pub

lished. f5y - Cherne’s Freedon
Houze, She naw committee callec
for & new national policy to liber
ate Cuba “by all means neces.
sary.” This ‘meant encourage.
ment of hit-and-run raids or
Cnba rather than 'direct 1JS
riillary interventions The report
sug ested that these raids would

- et endanger werld peace if car-

ried <ur from Lases outside US
tercitory. The report also called
for assistance te the antiCastro
Cuban underground ‘in Cuba
“through every possible chan-
nel.”

2ontiona,
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‘Bush Says Freedom House

" Did Not Get C.LA. Funds C JALO! /&wyﬂ) Cw—g,z,

In response to, a request!
made three weeks ago, Free-!
dom  House,” an organization
that monitors, the degree- of
freedorm enjoyed by the citizens
of various countries; has re-
ceived from the Central Intelli-
gence Agency .an, assurance
that the C.LA. has never passed
funds to the organization.

The assurance  came in &
letter dated - March 2 from
George Bush,” ths Director of
Central Iatelligence. .

~ Freedom House has: request- -
ed the assurance after.its name
appeared. in published teports
saying ‘that. C.LA. funds had
been channeled in .the 1960's
to the International Rescue
Committee, .. a  humanitarian
organization headed by Leo
Cherne, one of President Ford’s
appointees to 'a new intelli-
gence ~oversight = board. Mr.
Cherne " is also ‘chairman of!
Freedom MHouse’s executive
committee. . .. c

1
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Cherne-Unit Not Tied to C.I.A. Fund

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Speclal to The N2w York Timas

WASHINGTON, Feb., 20—
Frank Weil, president of the
Manhattan-based ~ Norman
Foundation, said today that he
erred in his assertion yesterday
that the Central Intelligence
‘Agency had passed about $15,-
7000 through his organization
#o the Intermational Rescue
»Commutee in the mid-1960's.
r‘\Ir Weil said in a telephoneli
Lmbemew that on checking the
sfoundation’s records, he -had
s diacovered that none of the
.$27,000 it gave to the LR.C.
‘from 1961 to 1963- had been
fprovided by the :mtelhgence
Yagency. - -
{  Hesaid that the 330 000 in
‘CILA. funds passed throuc‘l the
foundation in that perwd had
gone instead to four other crga-
nizations- —the American So-
clety of - African Culture, the
JAfrican-American Institute, the
“Pani American Foundation and
the Interrrational: Development
Foundation.:
" Leo Cherne, cne of Presu.envt
Yord's three appointees to a
.mew  inteligence oversight
board sst up to check for pos-
sible abuses of authority- by
the C.LA, and other intelligence
agencies, is board chauman of

,_m«»mc s

Mr. Cheme a - prafesswnal
e nmist, said-. the.. LR.C.’ 3
work invelves assistance to
political refugees .round the
world. The L.R.C. project fundex
by the Norman Foundation was

a  medjcal-service unit set up
in the Belgian Congo to aid
Angolan refugees and ‘others.

Mr. Weil said today that he
“misrecalled” himself yester-
day in recollecting that “a mys-
terious gentleman” from the
C.1A. had spproached him in
1983 or 1964 with a specific
request to pass agency money
to the Congo medical project.
:He said he had also crred
in recalling that the foundation
had agreed to serve as a pass-
through for the funds only after
deciding that the 1.R.C. project
would -have been worthy of
a contribution from its own
endowment

* 1 Was Wrong’

STet me make it very clear,”
he said . in the interview, *]
made a mistake. I was wrong.”

Although - he spoke to Mr.
Cherne  last night and again
this.. morning, he said, Mr.
Cherne *did not ask me to
do anything” with respect to
setting the record straight. He
is amendmrr his earlier state-
menfs because “harm has been
done,” he emphasized.

Mr. cherne was appointed:
in 1973 to sit on the President’s
Foreign ~Intelligence Advisory
Board “which ’IHe New York
Times. reported- erroneously to-
day was abolished by Mr. Ford
this _week, It was the  United
States. Intelhﬂence Boeard that
was abolished by executive or-
der on Wednesday.

- The President’s Intelligence

Board, created by President
tisephower in 1956, is a group
of private citizens responsible
for reviewing the functions:eof
the Federal intelligence com-
munity and reporting to the
President on the conduct oi
those agencies,

The United States Intelli gencp
Board was a high-level coordi-
nating group wit’nin the intel-
ligence community, prosided
over by the director of Central
Intellizence. In the past it met
as often as each week to co-
crdinate intelligence data avail-
able from all members of the
community.

In -a -related development
Freedom House, an organiza-
tton with which Mr. Cheme
has also been closely associated
for many years, asked George
Bush, director of Central Intel-
ligence, whether the C.LA. had
ever given it funds “directly
or through any other entity.”

The request was in a letter
sent to Mr. Bush that men-~
tioned a report, also in today’s
Times, that Freedom House re-
ceived $3,500 from the J. M.
Kaplan 1und between 1962 'md
1964. v

The Times article quoted exe-
cutives of the Kaplan Fund
as having said that while they
had - passed C.I.A. money to
the - now-defunct Institute for
International Labor Research,
alt  the funds paid hy  them
to Freedom House or to the

L.R.C. had been their own.

STAT.
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and not from the fou‘"'" neil Aga ”‘;‘t (‘('ﬂ,]ﬂ!m‘ dical program, wic \h oifzred

endawment. - o oo ""?"_A a thcn* its services to Av rofu- !

* Mr. Cherne, reached ith F ‘dom'n‘ \/’“ltg:n e (’ ‘oees and others in 'nn area, i

New York: C t\' ffice. s with Freedom in Vi b 20 dp puted by Andrew Nor- :

e Yore office, saic ceding to the records of Group)! A

neithar Bz “ner any offic e iman, also an ("Lﬁ(,‘.l of the

the LR.C. had the s! Research, he foundations idenrorman Fouudation,

he (LR.C. ha s! e 1< iden- :

knowledge that any of . One of t}‘nch..mim 3,?’0‘;‘:“" e My Norman said he recalied i
o 7 tifled in o S anvin (J-x that the agency mopey .\";-S“d !

funds wers C.ILA. funds.” ) i
He said that the éo*n*ni‘tee . operaied with the C.LA. in co- through his foundation to zh“
h N - T \crl: finanecinz efforts was ﬂ"IRC had pone it

which he has headed since . \ N Fund. al r ad g 48

1951, had “never soucht C.LA* 3. .1.'}._<.1).an .1.;_1 Loalso oficnma effort in L"*:
ol fad S never Sought L.0.A. New ‘;or\, and which ever theina details of vwhich

fum.s" and would not have

. ears3 fl:, C()rld'l.u.ut1 not OnT\) i or, an H
“weicomed” them if they had 3 be could not remember, and

H

to the rescue group but als@ityat the amount. invaived had:

=n offered overtly. . : = o )
ba f O. e N to Freedom Hou S0, an OIgant- hoan 4 tmy l\hJle. of $13,000.7.
01 Previous Board zation that monitors and re-i .~
President Ford announced on ports on ghn degree of :)rerﬁ? o .. -
Tuesday that he was naming “g“th(’-"» ‘;14‘ other coun STAT
Mr. Cherne to the newly estab- of the w <

lished intelligence  oversight

hoard, set up as part of Mr.
Ford's reforms . of intelligence
con m.unity opeorations to moni-
tor the C.LAs acilvities Tor
possibie ilicgalities or impro-
prieties. -~ oo

Mr. Chemne had previously
ez a member of the Presie
ant’s Foreign ]'\toll.gcn\e Ad-
i)r:} Bo.}rcl which Mr. Ford

Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000200520001-8

L




Executive Registry

S V)N | STAT
- ' Approved For Release 2004/1 0/1§ '«KCIA ﬁ%g% -01 - ;

\ 1‘- JJ

r/

L W <2 G LI~y
FREEDOMQHous-Ei-wanOH\ Hoo s

AT

WILLKIE MEMORIAL BUILDING {
20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10018

BERNATI RTINS TN (212) 565-3344 Q;.»P'"

ra ’f"‘%‘:ﬁt‘;&%W
P

September 5, .1973

Mr., William ®. Colby, Birector
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Colbys

We are pleased to transmit this copy of
guldelines for government officlals and newsmen
prepared by a representative group of news
medla persons and present and past government
officlals.

We hope that you will find these guldelines
useful and will share them wlth your colleagues.

Sincerely,

u o) L «)Mww/
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