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A former chief of clandes-
tine soryvices for the Central
Intelligence Agency said® yes-
terday he personally approved:
CIA cooperation with Mafia
fizures who wanted to assassi-
nate Cuban  Premier Fidel
Castro in 1960. -
Richard M. Bissell, the ex-
CIA official, said in an inter-
view that he also believed the
‘late Allen W. Dulles, then di-

rector of the CIA, received

regular reports on the Mafxa
connectlon

. Bissell’s statements marked
the first time a former mem-
ber of the CIA hierarchy had
acknowledged responsibility
-for the unusual cooperation in
the early 19605 bhetween the
underworld and U.S.. intelli-
gence planners. p
N\ Lawrence R. Houston, for-

mer CIA general counsel, told.
reporters last week thatl he
first learned about the CIA-
Mafia links in April, 1962,

“from the late Col. Shcfficld

Edwards, then the agency’s

d\rector of security. )
“Houston said he never au-

‘thorized these arrangements
and insisted that he and Ed-

wards immediately briefed At-
torney General Robert ¥, Ken-
nedy about the contacts. Hous-
ton said he doubted Edwards
had acted alone in armn"m'f
the contacts.

- Bissell said- axrang,emcnts
with the Mafia were handled
by Edwards’ office thlouﬂh'
Robert A. Maheau.

Mahean, a former top alde
to . industrialist Howard

: Huffhes gave his first closed-
dom testimony fo Senate CIA
investigators betCLdZI_y after
being granted immunity from
pr osecution earlier this
month. dlaheau ras said he
will meet with reporters to day
if-he completes his testimony.

Blssnll said Edwards had ar-
randed the highly secret coop-
eratxon with underworld fig-
utes Sam  Gilancana and
Johnny Rosselli, but that Bis-
sell-~-outxankmﬂ Edwards—
dlso approved it | 1 TNk
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.‘Bxssell said the DMafia WOI':\
was not under his personal di-
rectmn however.

“in . everything related to
this matter, I believe Edw ards
reported chrectly to Dulles—
with my, knowledge - and con-
currence,” Bissell said.

'Busell said these 'lrrange~
ments began in. the waning

“months of the Eisenhower ad-

ministration as plans were
also being made for Cuban ex-

. patriates to invade their home-

Jand. These plans ended in the
dxsastrous Bay of Pigs inva-
51on in April, 1061, in the early
days of the hennedy aumlms~
tration. -- -7 0 - 7w

Rossclh has reporte iy told;

Senate investigators that he
helped plan or direct about six
attempts on Castro’s life in.
the early 1960> - o

‘Bissell, when asked how co-

operation W1th the Mafia’
arose, said: #1-think the his-:
tory is very uncertzin as to

whose original idea it was’
‘Giancana  or other Iana_
members ml"ht have sug-’

- gésted it themselves, he said, '

because “they did have very,
lmg,e interests in Cuba that
were totally eclipsed or de-
stroy by Castro.”

“1 believe the record shows
thnt they worked without pay
(for the CIA). for.the most

* part,” he said.~

'Other government sources
h.mz said the Mafia wanted to
rc;move Castro from pewer to
reopen ' lucrative ﬂambun op-
erations in Havana that Castro
had closed down.’

‘Bissell, a top planner of the

Bay of Pigs invasion. left the

CIA in February, 1951 during
a+ Kennedy admww*anon
shakeup of the a:

said he did not know ho: ¥ long
the Mafia work centinued, al-

thouvn etniers have said Ro; ’

selli’s anti-Castro plans contm
ued until 1662 .. .
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By Robert L. Jackson

Los Adgelss Tines
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It wa$ learned that Bissell]

his told Senate investigators
he knew assassination plans
would be made when he ap-
proved the Mafia cooperation,

but doubted the Mafia could|

ever execute such plans.

He said he hed
recollection or hard evidence”
that the White House or Atxpr=r—
ney General - I&ernedy knew

“no clear|.
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