N
:

THE WASHINGTON POS'E

- ;- o w7
Dv Anss & Boker

Tire writer iy cheitmaen of the tepart-
political scignca ak

wevt Gf Butgers
,(I GAVE ADVICE for problerus
“L not likely to ronfroat readers of
tha ~straizht” press. You could learn
what to do when vour dog ale
marijuana: feduce the doy to vomit

... feed the dog lawn grass with garlic

salt, ov something sweet like honey or
nraple syrup ... Most of all talk to the
animat in 2 low, scothing voice.” You
cotld find out wheve to Buy grass-at a
dizcount, liow Lo get a ride to a rock
festival, how to beat the draft.

its classified Ads veflected the de-
sives aud desperation of some of Amer-
ica’s voung: “Will the guy wno kept
kissing the cheek of the zirl with the
squict gun in Old Town on Saturday,
April 10, »lease coatact Laura Suz-
ranne, 101 N. California Street.” Or,
more tyvpically: “Marvy Kecasiotis, ov
anvene  knowing her whereabouts,
please call her mother at home. She
was last seen wearing a white hlouse,
plum po navy pea coat, and black
and white purse. Her pareats only
wani to tallk to her”

Anc its “society” pages published
the soclal notices of dissent — .sched-
utes for marches on Washington, warn-
ings of undercover narcotics agents
Jurking ia the enclaves of the young —
and dealt with matters of etigquette un-
familiar to readers of Amy Vanderbilt:
~Eyervone smoking should be responsi-
hle for their roaches (butts). Roaches
left in asntrays or just laid around are
extremely uncool.”

But it {5 almost entively zone now,
those nundreds of little papers we
called the un fr“qg:fl nress, the pass-
ing as little noticed as the birth. Dead
is the Q‘v”lg‘_l.w which chi,omcle‘ct the
rise of the Haight-Askbury district of
San Francisco as a capital of the 1060s
couaterculture. Departed are the Trige
in B erkeley and the Quicksilver Times

“ad the Washiczton ires-Press.
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faw persons mourn the
brie{ spasm in U.3.
Dut ic did reflect a plece of

this

. [
}“"uudd:)’ul.

Amaricana, howsaver distasteful o
somes, and it did 12t some share their

and loneliness,
small way,

aration and per-
i it did
uraseme  coverage of what was
wning among many of the young
WU0AS the country.
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FPVHE UNDERGROUND PRESS, to be
A sure, was no monolith, More often
than not underground papers were edi-
ted and produced by collectives of
voung men and women who used the
papers as  the organizing concent
around which a way of life was huilt.
[t tlourished i{n bharren lofts in the
East ¥ilaze or North Beach or in dark
basements on Telegraph -~Avenue,
amidst cast-off furniture and wall post-
ees. Unlike the tollers in eity rooms of
the establishment press, some journal
ists of the alternative media literally
picked their way ihrough dog drop-
pings and old mattresses to meet their
haphazard deadlines. .

They borrowed little from their dis-

tant establisnment cousins. There were

rio articles on how to invest wisely in
tax-fres municipals, no letters to “Dear
Abby,” no gardea columns. Instead,
there were headlines like “Do-lt-Your-
zelf Tlash Pipes,” “Blows Against the
Empire,”" and “Non-Specific Vaginitis.”
“Poanuts” and “Dennis the Menace”
yvielded to the unlovable “Fabulous
Furry Freak Brothers,” three consum-
nlate ne'er-do-wells ond their mangy
vobsmoking cat, or to Robect Crumb’s
hearded curmudgeon, Ar. Natural, a

wavwacd toly man whose sexual appe- |

tite was all but insatiable.
Biz-footed vokels in
irzed the reader to “ke=0 on truckin’.
Craasy motoreyele zangs deank Tree-
Trog Beer and 9(‘.’,’(1?18({ in =zadistic or-
gies of rape and mayhem. Lenure

palazzo pants

»

Goldberg and her Girl Commandos, an-

interracial flying squad of aggressive
feminists, sallied forth to crush male
chauvinism. Sweetstuff, the pnbescent
runaway, sustained her street exist-
ence hy shoplifting and entertained
herself by making obscene gestures on
the street to the well-dressed and mid-
dle-agad.

help-

: m‘ it staff affiliate

£ *"fwmzf;'r:z i 7es

wiichl _nige -
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Advertising . reveauss,
vided most of the workiaZ ¢
the papers, tended t
marginal euterprise 32TV

youth (~ommumtj The moat 1mgortdnt
mdu: vy eontrindting income from ad-
vertising were _regor mpanies, but
more tspxcallv the advertisers were
saall frms that sold pol-sinoking ac:

c“gsoueu OL Llotmnu or vIsit3 by Ms-
Pl B L3 By s
sionaries oc tie 'Frutn who LOt' :,10,
-

would ordain people for their m’msi;zzz,__q

! calhng which would .ﬂlegec‘ly per-
mit the buyer to perform marriages or
seek exemptions from the draft and
from income and property faxes/

\

HE ORIGINS of" éontsmoomry
T “alternative Journahsm" In Amer-
ica can probably be fraced:to ths es.

tablispment n,:if’ w. York’s Village
“Vaicein 1953, With a current weskly

“circulation of almost 150,000, the Voice E

ow better reflects the liberal politics

of the Upper West Side thia the radi-

cal politics of the East Village. Until
the mid-1980s, though, it was a voice in
the wilderness. .

But as dissent-from the Vieinam war

grew og. collega cammpuses and few cog-
ventional sources of jgurnalistic opin-

ion reflected this viewpolnt, the need
for an alternative grose. The first ef:
Fort that coula\trulf be called an un-

derground Dreas\bedam in 1964 withs-

haLasiablistreent - Oa\fhe 1.05_Afgsles
"Iree Prass/ Not surp?{:sm;f.ly, that in-
veterate haunt of _‘.'ra\dical potitics,
Berkeley, Calif., spaévned the second
major underground Tise,
wﬁmﬁgﬂ:ummn 1963.. tt:. first appear-
anee coincided directly with one of the
first active rmanifestations of antiwar
dissent. the attempt to halt™a troop
train at the Santa Fe railroad station
in Berkeley. The Barb suprlemented

its diet of radical politics and commu- -
with a healthy
({ose of sexually oriented advertising -

nity service coverage

rected larmely at the homoesexual
commumty, but also af consumers of
pornographic movies, group sex, and
bizarre sexual accessories. This un-
doubtedly helped the Barb to reach a
weekly circulation of almoest 100,000
four years after its inceptipn.

Dissent from the Barb’s compulsive
pandering to prurient interests led to
a schism which saw a largs oroportion
with the Berkeley
whose intterest was

ribe, political
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Tha growth of national radical or-;
gatiizations sucik a5 3NS resulted in a
surze of undarmound publications of
v'xrwu, ality, fhe journal of SDS,
x}__giy__,g,ﬂrf \orm ,,:yas underground in ;
format and ;tyle bus explicitly politi-:
cal, with none of thes countercultural

- characteristics of the more generalized
papers. Local SD$ chapters published

their own ;vpers, such as New Yorks .
Badical America and Qhigs_ Notes

From Mazgiels Farm. These papers
competed with such publications of the >
traditional Left as the Guardian,

which were relentlessly ideological

and unconcerned with cultural and
. community reporting.
Baenh new radical group that

“ emerged went into print with its own
paper. The Black Panthers put out the
Blacx Paniher,.the Yaung T.ords pub-

lished Palante, and the Prograssive Lg-
bor B arty cxrculated Cnallenﬂe.

s fas it}

‘}LS THE NUMBER of issues and
£ causes expanded and the successes
_of the left were supplanted by sectar-
ianism, an effect very much akin to
growth . of specialized - publications.
arope. Tor every radicalized group, a
newspaper would he a pradictable con-
comitantand as the importance of the
overarching radical groups diminished,
the sects which followed in their wake
.. would go to press. Indeed, the organi-.
zational rivalries which afflicted the
left in the late 1960s- translated thern-
selves into publishing wails and strug-
ales for the control of existing jour-
nals.
Women's collactlyes offended by fhe
putmve Tachismo of male-dominated

. tied during 1970 and 1971

radical grouns started Journals such as
Bat and Orff Our Backs! Homosexual
Zroups concerned about {ie move-
ment’s insensitivity to their problems .
taunched Come Out!, Advocate, and
Sotroral
Yad Raz, Hastily edited unanr'fround ,
anpers app2ared on wilitary hases and |
; hizh schools, and even in prisons a
ad ot sam ::cwc oress arese. ;&,;Wpat‘l»
zsld o

e OWUD T 2
On mm into t"CflOf).; in lmQ s

5 became the subject of
tuzale hetween the Weath-
Trozrassive Labor groups.
ciion changed the name

::\l’e!

s enseaay st

ara secedead nm t'me

it orsﬁdio*

Typieal of the problems the pavers
nad to coniroat were those that af-.
fected New Jersey's most enduring un-
derground paper, All You L,.m fat. Op-
2rating ont of a loft oveI\ ausandwich’
shop in New Brunswick} \‘ f“E bJedan

oublication in 1969 as a political-aad. .
sudtdral  paper  distributed free  of
‘harge, (& evolved into a collective

-nmoosed of neovle who were not of a
flnvle mind a3 to what the role of the
ape should he.

Mosb members felt that the paper

hould be radical in an ecumenical
sense representing a broad range of
dissenting opinion, literary criticism,
music, and other cultural features. But
as the factionalism of the left intensi-
stalky
members argued that the paper was
“irvelevant” unless it explicitly served
the needs of the working class. The dis-

1, somea

aldaent group defined ihis obllization in..

termas of supporting the'
ganization nﬂ,:::d:..&’l

goals ‘l&‘i‘:‘ or-
National Cau-
riee o A Uaist
ct 515, The major-
ity of the col 2ctive rasisted this 'u*d
ousted tha 2 Labor Committee group.
T e

At roufmly the same time the New

Brunswick Police Department at-

tempted legal aciion to halt the dis-
had

tfibution ot‘ thA ao@r after f\VCE

Del_j,,{l;. wndercover narcotlcs ag
_;7ned~£g~tt_1_§_wg_caa,.j.‘ne comomat[on of
these two factors virtually brought a
halt to publication, bui the papesr has
managed to cling to a precarious exist-
ence as a monthly,

Even those papers with zen=1‘:11 read-

erships both nationally and loecally feic.
the strains oc tha sectacianism afflict

ing tne lﬂrt The hopa that
ground press

the under..
would persist as an aiter-
native system of journalism gave way-
to frustration and failure.

L\Cj_i,_i‘.” CSAMONTL nob surprising-
A4 iy 3 hﬂh on tha U

lems rnaL Imvu deeimat e'l tne undar
“‘unml ')apevs Althouzn |115%11b1U'u'1-

CUW%LALELLLB__@ lil_e_mm:);.!m_;
vractice of naying sell eIy 8 percentagas

of the price, it is ditticult to find DR
ple to's M fhem Even shioestring ops
ATTOTS con’?ront m!mmff co*f*
renis d(uT()hl“"’ a

“thelr 'purpose

But mmw 2
turiover ace srobably 1
thail THaa gy T Tes 3nc£
The Vitaliiy OF 08 AWSTHAITEE D)
was directly proportional to the healtht
of the radical ant in general:

The underzround press avose from the
ferment of the times azld the abate-
ment of that indercut
strengtin. As opoosition fo the \/tetn ams
war sustained tne . movAment, tAa

the
ovement su 5. nress. Bug
730 to wane :\‘~r

4*011d1r'«3'1\

ouve

Sarment its

S

Al nd he

well bntore tine v,
the issife "L'fama W
could momue, chr"xe
movemezETos Se totl inthe unnder-
cround pr 38. ) :

Bonds of Iriendship rather than eor-
porate ties heid the starrs together
Personal or politleal disputes  were

translated into crzanizabional crisss.
Many or“' "7° advertisers were asz -
mardginal as the papers themselves and

were oztl.n unrellabie in their pay-
menis. Official harassmeant, larzels
based wupon allegedly pornosraphic
content, forced the papners into Ieg:ﬂ;;
battles to survive. Many municipalities |
banned street sales of the papers on |
twae agrounds. Many oung journal-:
3, moregver, sarank <rom becom
what they themselves deplored in the:
conventional press—institutionaiized, |
bureaucratized, and uacontroversial.:
Az avowed foes of corporations, they .
wottld not faxea corporate
advertiseme

ninz

; to do so was to beiray
"Lwnf ndersd gowerful
foes without the requisite resources to

defend themselvas.

51t more than even these difficul-
tif-‘s as f’»tctors in their dzcline was.
e and unstable readership!
and the flel“H\._bS of political trends.

The underground papers. could nof
franscend the depoliticization of the
generation that they served and now
face axtinetion. Those for whom the
underground papers served as the
journals of record for their youths ars.
seeking ways to accommodate thems-
selves to the demands of azz and re.
sponsibility. They cannot sned tears
for Hard Times or IL.eviathan. Thosa
days are over. ) :

s
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oy braed Tarly in the movernent, there was a r2al sense of reacking out o the people
Rejoice! The BIRD sl Ties, i : (ot in the abstract, but conerets, real peopts) but as we became more’ radi-
Many ot you probably saw the announcement in the last issue of tae Um”tm e a odmc‘: out o , e dy pia) ¢ ZL_L: ® became more .1 i
T A et the BIRT H Ihlieati v s i cal' we seemed to becoms mors attald of peogple, to tum mors into ourselves. |
AIRD (Jan. 13) that the BIRD was ceasing publication. Thete were a vansty T taid of peopls, v

) i imanly ac! 2 axa aper  OUr own petty bickerings and quarrals. Pessonully and erzanizationady, wa
of reasons for this, but primarily it was a lack of people to taka over the paper petty 1 X

. Hen was over. The anpcuncenent tame ag a great shock shut ourselves of f from other people and the sodety around us. Now 1> tha
i o L‘:lrcﬂ‘tt‘] O;?izgnljswhc: ‘;av; b;cn readers of and workers of THE time to reach out again, Therz are so many all around that ars teginning to
o tha community of people fave er3 of an 1

o AT SPECYLE 1 e yaars since s i i f 1 13 to o=t ueston their lves, their jobs, their society; beglaning to be agen to change~
GREAT SPECXRLE i & years since-its founding, 1t forced us t gl iq €3, LlEll) g 30 > 008 3 r ;
TREAT SPECKLED BIRD in the yars sines-ids 3 men, women, whits, black, gay, stratzht, yo and not 30 younz, houss

souether and o act

. - ’ wives, workers (clerical, service and industrial), every day peopie.
S e shaif for the T s heen formed. We includs former BIRD ’ ¢ , » SVery Gd N
R ;;:{,‘f‘;mc’;:ﬁﬁ&m as well as peopls brand new ta the DIRD. Ws believe that the 3IRD can be a paver that speiks to many of these -
statfers, one ¥ 1 ¢ g 9 J¢

vs ta makes the BIRD a mors ‘,';ﬂ:’, a paper which presénts information—-NEWS=idzas, suzgestions, halp-

! a0
< “Hg havateen I ing and trving to devisaem 1 ?
g ha »;/,f:en meeting and frving ] 1 the mation, Tha first issus s, cultural in " \dmg:.vq

e it ¥ the Sciut
e - i1a] foren i/ \‘

g o d

wsights, node

k]

= Atlanta's i,(}/'mzz Sns Ynnounced its demise in Jongary but then decided to clinz to lifs
it f e

b T s e ;
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