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WILLIAM COLBY

On April 11 some 1,000 students at Southern
Ilinois  University at Carbondale attended a
“Debale on the ClA” sponsored by the Graduate
Student Council,

On one side was William Colby, former director .

of the Central Intelligence Agency.

On the other wes Syd Stapleton, national
secretury of the Political Rights Defense Fund
and a member of the Socialist Workers party
National Committee. The PRDF is a civil
-liberties organization publicizing the multi-
miilion-dollar suit filed by the socialisti tgdinst
government spyving and harassment.

The event was corigirally scheduled to be a
feature By Colby. Bul ofter protests by an ed hoc
proup, the Greducte Student Council and Colby

rireed to chunye the format to a debate.

Colky and stapleton had previously debated ot
Cornell merszfﬂ in Ithaea, New York, March
&. : .
rate Began wille proeperad
tothr speaters.

Folivwing are excerpts from the rebutials end
period that foliswed tie
Sviilal presentetion. The remachs were trans
cribed and odited jor gremmatical smootaness.
Nejiker speaker "has had the opportunity to

rovice kis comments for pudlication.

romarks by
remar!

Fhe Aok

Gragtion-cav-arswer

t

Colby. With resnect te some of the specific
aliegetions—-the CIA ..c,nm i to overthrow Al
lende. Mo, the CIA did not have znything to do
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Vhat we tried to do was to support the
demorrztic forces and media in Chile, looking
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forward to the elections of 1974,

Assassination is a very flamboyant kind of a
word and I think that most Americans and 1
mysell are against it. T was against it in the early
1960s. I turned down suggestions to that effect.
“What

Shout from the audience. about the

Phoenix program?”

Colby. T'Il answer the Phoenix program if you
want to. I've been against assassinations all
along.

But it vou will read the Senate report on the
svbject vou will find that the CIA didn't
assassinote anybody. [Uproar frum audience.}

There were five pages in the report that stated
that there were only wo assassinatisn altempts
where the CIA did wy to go aus to see if they
conld kill somehedy bat ueither of them died.
[Laughter from audience|

On 4t s of i people
there haven't

nuestion of nresecsl
which Ny Stapieton raised,
Leen any prosecutions and 1 don't think there
should be, Decanse the activitizs that were
undertaken were undectaken in the belief that
thoey were approved at the level of the
government—that is, that they reflected the
consensus of what the American peonle, and the
Conuress, and the excentive were thinking at the
time, _

In respect Lo accusutions abul
going to comment; I wasn't.in the I"BL

I believe the Censtitution of the United
States, if we follow It and if we apply it, will
reflect what our American people want amd what
they expect as things that should be done and as
thi_pgs that should not be done.
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Stapleton, My, Colby sald thor te 1A w
involved in the overthrow of the ALende
I think that's just nat trze.

CIA has beén invelved In e
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governments in the pasi
there has been any recxamionvien ol the 1A
policy that has led it o renource :
action.
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Now, on the allegation thas the CIA has
killed anybody. .

in fact, Operation. Phoenix was a program
aimed at the suppression of the political structure
of the National Liberation Frunt in South
Vietnam. It resulted somehosw in the deoths of
20,000 people, according to 2 number of indepea-
dent accounts.
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