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yard enjoyment.
Roger Hilsman, one of the
stalwarts of the John . Xen~

. Srr—————y

nedy administraiion, writes
with such autherity aad from
suich a select va ntage pomt
of ‘c:.u Cuban missile crisis,
C e (‘IA’* .:1"0: ¢5, the b'xy
¢ oréeal of
1l the out-
v oof fromt the heat
203 Ghn warm sea-

is hiook,
(Doubleday §

5,957, has

116 be ranked as Just about
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the best of the appraisals of
the Kennedy approach to
world atfalrs. It is made by
& man of the highest com-
i petency from a eat in the

1inner circle of the Kennedy

strategy council. It pulls no
punches, It is ruthless in ex-
posing mistakes and weak-
nesses of the Kennedy ad-
visers.

¢ HILSMAN I8 convinced
i that the incredible errors
4 made in the Bay of Pigs de-
1 bacle became invaluable to
President Kennedy in that he
never again depended on one
tset of advisers in making
“msjor decisions and {rom
Tt uomt on his administra-
2 of miajor inter~
¢ers.,
sigent’'s magnifi-
‘iag ef the Cuban
ile crisis was a power-
i example of action'by a
nan who had learned much
om embarrassing experi-
wee, IHe listened to  all
des of opinion and to all
sources of information. Then
he moved with ummistakable
Cassurplce on adecisive
“eourse of action.
¢ Hilsman reveals the little-
Shaews fucet that the main
Nt ¢t mian between the So-
-vxct enibassy and the State
i Department in the missile

' affair was John Scali, a cor- -
B ;,apondem for the Amezr. T,
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By J. B. Saunders ¥

Offhand, a 582-page book on American foreign policy ;
would rot seem to qualify as light summer reading but
size and topic can fool the rcader who uses them alone as |
a yardstich for choosing wntten enfertainment for back-
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adiministration’s answar ’mi‘
Aleksander Fomin, the se-:
fior Soviet.intelligence offi-!
cer in the United States, in
tile coffee shop of the Stailer
Hotel in Washington, Fomin i -
was in.such a state of excite- ¢
ment he paid the 30-centi
check with a 4 bill and
rushed off without hisy
change.

IN XIS COMMENTS oni -
Vietnam, Hilsman clears up~
a lot of confusion clouding i
the path of ascendency to:
power of Ngo Dinh Diem {o!
the premicrship of South:
Vietnam,

At the time of the 1904
Geneva agreements, Diem

‘was one of the few dominant

Vietnamese figures who.
could not be accused of he-:
ing either pro-French or pro-,
Communist, By. the fall of
1955, he was able to hold.a
refe;endum in which Ewm-;
peror Bao Dai was unseated
and Diem was established -
as president and chief of
state. ° _
The Geneva accords had
called for clections leading
to the unification of Norih
and South- Vielnam in 1936
but Diem rejected the order
because he said the Commu-
nists were blocking any free
electioneering in the  North
and because South Vietnam
Had never signed the Geneva.
accord. :
‘Because of Diem’s stature:
and the job hie had done in’
stabilizing South Vietnam,
the Eisenhower administra-
tion concurred. Hilsman is.
convinced that Diem'’s down-
fall. was triggeved by his
ceding too m mh authority to:
his arrogant brother, Ngo
Dinh I\hu, and Nhu's acid-
iongued wife. .
In addition to being a-
treasured contribution
o American history,-
To Move a Natlsnis 2 Ir '
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