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The mnst obvious and sen-
sationalist reason for a thar-
sugh review of the foreign-aid
sropram is that the program
has on occasion been su-
borned by the CIA for its own
seerctive purposes. It was,
apparently, used as a CIA
cover during the period when

- our war in Laos was a bl”

Smisls Witliam and Elizabeth

seeret to be kept from the
American penble at all costs.

And, according to the Cos-
ta-Gavras movie, “State of
Siege,” recently the subject of
a scandalous cancclation at
the American Film Institute,
AlD officers thermselves s have
instructed the police of client
nations in the delicate arts of
the torture of political prison-
ors.
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Ohviously, if these things
are going on in the name of
foreign aid, the taxpayers
deserve to know aboul it l'ullv
and their X‘(‘pl‘(“«"en‘d.l\.t’\ in
Congress cxoscne the chance
to vote apenly for ass0ssIiNA-
tion, lorture, secret wars and
so on, rather than to do so in
the illusion that they ave vot-
ing for improved crop vield
and hirth control information
in underdevelopad countries.,
But all of that subversion of
foreign aid has been the prod-
et of limited minds at CLA,
the same sort of minds thnt
parlicipated so beavily in
both the Bay of Pigs and the
Watergate conspiracy and
Lurglary. There are other,
mare serious reasons for
qumtmnmﬁ forcian aid and
they are effered in a peretrat-
ing, depressing and coniplete-
Iy convincing new book by
Washinglon-hased agsrono-
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The Paddocks eall their
Look “We Don't Inow How,"
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By FRANK GETLEIN

and the title suns it up,

With long expericnee in
Central America in nuierous
branches of forcicn aid. the
Paddocks compiled, in Wash-
ington, a list of aid pm jeets
there that the home offices
here regerd as extraordinari-
Iy successful. 'Ih(‘n they went
back to Guatemala, Honduras
and El Salvador to look at
these “successes.' They also
vizited 2 number of other as-
sorted enterprises in, the re-
gion and a boomtown in Mexi-
co.

Their conclusions are soher-
ing, their details sometimes
appalling.

Among the latter are statis-
ties gathered in the same
cheerfully casual ways as the
celebrated “body-counts™ of
the first major phase of our
Inlochinese war, according to
which we scemed to have
killed off everybody tince or
four times.

Bul it
tics that present programs
are continued, future ones
devised.

Yoo .

is upon those statis-

By ](ml\m,” asking ques-

tions of the local people who
really know how things are
geing and by compar
{1 ¢ling or ool npl(-z*m,tmv
sets of statistics, the Pad-
dacks have concluded that
fereizn aid iz not oniy a fail-
ure but an inevitable failure,

Ore veason s siply t)mt
any cifective improvament in
coonemic ('on(iitlml.s causes a
much grealer increase in
;‘)0;;111‘1tion which wipes out
{he economic improv mnont
andd then some.

Sourcas of real, measurable
fraprovemént in living condi-
tions often are somewhat
embary ;r<4<i1‘“ {0 Hberat ob-
They include: the

C 1AM

"""" T So s
' A"u‘ﬂmm%ﬂ
w' g OF i /’“ orel k..“'é payiv)

money brought ome by wet-
hack agricultural taborers in
the United States; the sheer
preximity to the United States
of one Mexican hoomtown and

o relative Ameriean acces-
<|ln ity of one in Honduras;
and, of all lhmgb, the long-
term economic benefits of the
United Fruit Company, the
feared and denounced “FEl
Pulpo”—the octopus-—~long
blamed as an xmpamlbt ex
ploiter,

*

The Paddocks have no fool-
proof plan ta make foreign aid
work. Indeed, {he pomt of
their hook is: “I don't know.
You don’t know. Nobody
Lknows.” Put they do offer two
powerfully sensible sugpes-
tions.

The first is simply that, giv-
en our increased unde:rst'mlci«
ing of the size and the depthof
our own “poclicts of poverty,”
mere of cwr money for rejorm
should be put into Amnerican
areas i need of it—for exams-
ple, Appalachia, the inner
city, IPuerto Rico, Indian res-
ervations and Cengress, all of
which societies ery out for
structural changes of the
kinds we have {ried, unsuc.
cossfully, to create elsowlhere
inthe name of foreicn aid.

Tiwir sceomned thougint is to
start putting money, ustiater-
ally, into the United MNotions
as an actual peaece-keeping
force, retinble for smzz.l hia-
tions, Thase nalions, relieved
of the crushing burden of
armaments ',uu'c.‘m;m froin
us or {romn ihe Nussious as
foreien aid, would then have
al least the begimings of the

capital need (d to tackie their
own probler

I omnkes
sense, Thol's
er be tried.

why it will nov-
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