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T rather wizh now that NRBC and Universal had sluck

to one of their carlier notions {o do "Vanished" as a yul-
tipart film chown in a number 6f weekly installinents, a
¥ . ! )

It would have beeu inferesting to see how such an ey
periment would have -
fared on commercial tele-
vision. - S

I have the fceling that
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audicne. e

.ceg, sueh as the cne the
Jast epivode of Th
tive drew when {h
ty of the one-arn
was revéanled, :
Not only ‘the malural
suspenze in Fleteher Kne- R AL S
bel's bestsclling  thriller
of derring-fo in high inter-
political  civeles - T
would have built sueh an avdience but T imaging half
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the TV-watching public would have heen tailing about.

the show, swelling the audience sfill more, particwlarly

. &3 the networks thess days offer so little thot i3 of more

than momentary interest,
And Knebel so complicated that fmmensely tanglad
-plot, which opens like Chinese boxes, with new revela.
tiong; suspicions, innuendos and politic iraplications at
every turn, that it secined to e ideal for a seriulized
evelon [ilm, .
~ Even though the 3Vs-Lour, $2.1-million movie, which
NBC showed in tvwo parts Monday and Tuesday nights
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ptnight have prebad deeper that huge and

ing gallery of Washington chiavectors Knehal createde

from Bulter Nygaard, the myopie, pob-wraoking CIA in.
fovmaer, to Paul Roudebush, Presid 1t of the United
Btates. Mestly what we had was sueface skimming un-
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What was very impressive about the production, di- -

reeted with a fine tenzion by Tuzz Kulik, was the sense
of authenticity, From the moment the sl at Sea Island,
- Ga, cizgorged the body of a Red Chincse sailor onto the
white beach #nd the discovery soncutly coincided with
tha dizsappemaica of a top presidential adviser from
Washingion's Buruing Tree goli coursze, thore was a
feclivg through top level fniallizence meetings, pres.
fdential press confevences, BT and CIA nvesticali
a Jaunly opoositien zenator ou tha sleps of the

siilingly making inst

!
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watched it on the fnstriment that s best when it deals
with the real. o o

Parther implementing {his sense of: hapnening was
iha prosence of Chet Huitley end Peliy While on the
opening of the second part of the {ilm Tuesday nicht
sunmiarizing what had gone before via a newscasl on
the case at hand—a very apt gimmick.,’ 7

Moreover, T think (he zonse of realitvy was prouipted {o
a great extent by the jowrnalist
of Knebel, a distinguished reporter hefore he turned to
fiction and a stickler for facts, particularly on the Wash-
inglon political frout he knows so well. Tt was under-
scored by suel'details of the preduction as the taz of Afv
Force 1. to carry President Roudehosh ek to \Washin
toi from a rally at the Sugar Bowl, by the Jielicopie
thet met the plane at Andrews AUVB, by the obvious at-
tention to detail in the presidential offices and those of
congresamén end various hureaicrals, '

And perhaps most fmportant of all, this fecling of
watching detual happenings unfold extended, in pery, to
‘the highly distinguished cast.. '

o

' Realistic Atmosphere
Particulaily Dichard Widmak as the bipe-sricking,
shirt-sleeved prezident; he scemed to me g man working
in that oval oflice at actually running the country with
all the threats from abroad complicated by the disappea-
rance of his mest trusted advi )

into a fictional work—remember "Panic in the Streets"?
- That was the jdesl atmosphere for "Vanished,".
»James Farentino was the central figure in the tale ag
the Preaident's press saeretary and though I admil to
Jinding bis romauce with his sceretary Skye Aubrey a
rather tiresome intrusion, it was not overly objectionah-
e, Otherwise, the plaving seomed faultless to me, parti-
cularly thosze {wa fine old ¢hy cler actors, I, Q. A;\Inr-
s}\aH end Tlobest Yo'._mr:r._. couniving tegether against
the Prasident zs respectively, a thin-lipped CIA chief

and a wiite-haired old sanator vich fn Dirksenian vo-
tund phrases. Spacial note should ba made of the piacti-
cal young  FBI agent of Robest Hooks and Sharvse
iNorth's dizrespsetiul prosiitute, '

dious references to the “lavender®
“aspeets of e case, there was the sense of thix happen-
ing while ve watched it, intensified inasmuch as we

ser, Widmark has ever :
~been an actor ta infuse an almest decumentary fealing

iz msthod-of the writing .



