Py .
| .N

By JOL
What can you say eoout a
four-hour mowc that shiould
-have lived, it at all, for about
90 mi mues’-‘ We.ll to begin

with, you can say that the
film was made for television

as & - “lirst-time:on-any-
screen” motion picture event.
It m<nt me first movie to

Wl VORE &

R

Approved For Release 2005/61%13 dui RDP88-01365(2000300250003-7

}n‘ ﬂaC liloid a//c,S'g

C) P‘-O‘C‘ﬂy'.,;\ﬂr (‘L\m.\,:j‘f
o by L’)au\g 66{7

ngion, Gliches fntact

e e o i e

prime time on scwaxat‘, eve-t

:b‘, shown fa two pax(s :'n"

nings. It wasn't even the first

motion picture made specifi- -
cally for television. But it
pmbab;y was the first cus-
tom-made specimen to cost
about” $2-million, . :

Presented Monday and yes-
terday by the National Broad-
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. Fletcher Knebel’s 1958 novel,

coining a phrasc.
speculation is rife. And at
. the center of the rileness
stands the President’s hand-
some bachelor Press  Secre-
tauy (James Farentino), jug-

castmg Company, “Vanished” it partly,
featured a large .czst of
“names” ~— would-bz names,
former ndmes and one or two
real names, An adapation of

the plot brought any viewer siing a "curiously jdeclogical
willing to sus )cnd cvefy last  romance  with  his pxetty
shred of disbelicl inside of- sccretary and an understand-
ficial Washingtan. There, en~ able demand for information ~
sconced In a clever montage-  from the Washington press
of on-location 'and reason< corps. It’s alw ays something
able-facsimile shots, heavy like “Joe Alsop's office calls
matters clanked about the of- ing,” and always the call is
fice of the President (Rxc’ rard 1onochi Get thee bmmd me,
Wldmarh) P cned bility gap.
g . Cel . What with the ensuing dis-
* rthe body of & Chmﬂ:.ed appcmarm of soyme too sci-
- sailor is washed up, myster- entists, the Implications of -
. Soviet and Red Chinese in-
ously, o an Ameriacn shore! 5
volvement, the refusal of the

The Plcsments closest ad-

1 i1e -

. viser and friend (Arthur Rilly Fresident  to. C.O}‘mﬂt _on

“disappears, m stuu,mlv an}tmw the cnsts thickens

S n and, oddly eaough, the plot

while phy,ng go! fat },umm thins, Tiough, perhaps. it
“Tree, ‘The adviser, \‘,nh‘, y ! ¢ I“““

_m0>t casually cominous In

would’t seem too odd 1o
the student of TV soap op-
era,-
“Vanished” was dotted with
six  sgparate eommsrcial
s 2 ave O

‘ning for more ithan 1 year. fé‘?tz i‘éc{qu::ety :f‘ Héé’;}ﬁ
_An clectioni is coming up and ;0 o s .

an opposition-Senator (Robert Jlr.\ dmw up to and away from

ne ssage
Young) cvery inch the slith. tHe SpoRsor ma:w ages.
erding - Kentucky  Colenel, So the ¢
starts dropping hiut 50 '
terts drop uts, not. the hellos

5
interminabl

1
wife (Eleanor Parkm) kas
drinking preblem, turns out
{0 have hLeen meetn.u, ys-
teriously, with another gen-
tleman cveiy. Wedresday cve-

rances and exits,
id good-bys are

nt
ai
2.

mybtcno‘th 2bout a “laven

der and lace” scandal, W : o the scens
Crisis. Hipai O bridges” carry local-color

,Lrisis, | FHppIes, Wno &Vls “iauelios that collapse into the

du‘ltly will deimonstrate ahout -
anything, make a nuisace of
theinselves shou ting outside
ﬂ‘o White Houss, TV nows-'

an Chet Huntley is at his

IUdlCl‘QU:--*«u”lOU-lCQlT‘nCDt to
end one scene with the Presi-
dent: “The Pakistanis are in
- the Cabinet Roor, Mr., Presi-
dent.” Pratty secretary re-
\tu‘nu” to fold of ¥ boss, picks.
up phone sw.zCStl\'cIv and
- purrs: “Tom Wicker on 2.
Camcra discovers an intel-
ligence chief

keeping the public informad,
even n‘.aintainfnﬁ his compo-
sma 25 2 gtiest s23ress gazes

Lo the ne'. 3 camera and

con. ides: “I sea no s’*:'xu-uh his observes: “You don't have
%)lltgodlt .f“f rr_t th C,‘_)_‘OF Pf to tell me How hard it is to

get trained personnel” Pre-
sumably, he {sa’t talking to.
. Tom Wicker on 2. ‘.
And in the end? Presidznt

Widmark, who for the
.« part has been lockin
- aud asking evervon

‘w eH 25 Bctty White puts

voie to keap

““the faith, “ealls a pross. coan-

" ference qnd, in a dazzling

burst of Good Think, unravels

all the mysteries, It’s really

- not wmth going in to, ex-

. ' _ .cept pos slbly fo nme that his -
. . « close  adviser -.wat taking
*'Chinese lessons on thos,e

It coud have been worse

. : , event on televison.

Each two-hour part of -

on puone, and.:

. Wednesday eveniugs:, -~ - -

- “He could have been watchihg -
some silly motion plcture .



