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‘ore Aid to Bicaraguan Rebews Backed

* Hondaras asd Costa Rica Included - T
Ozne participant sald that the covert

ald wes to be used, not oaly until the

Sandinistas stoppad supporting insur-

geats in El Salvador, but in Honduras

and Costa Ricaas well :

The Administration official stressed
that this appreach should end the arpu=
ment gver whether the Administration”

iola its pledge by doing more
a0 ju i ow. The
official also said that there was no

—thousht of the Administration backing

.
:
—“

P SpeciAl T New York Tloes . B

WASHINGTON, Sept. 20 —The Rea-
“gea Administration told the Senate In-
tclligence Commiztee today that it
piacned 1o conticue covert military eld
to the Nicaraguan iosurgents umtil tha
Sandinista Government stoppad giving
, milltary support to the rebals in El Sal.
vador, according to participants in the
mesting. - . .
: William J. Casey, Director of Central
*Intellipence, 2nd Secretary of State
George P. Shuliz met for several hours

behind closed doors with the commit- *LW
the Government.

tee, which is headed by Senator Barry
Goldwater, Republican of Arirona.

Sesator Goldwater had requested a re-
yor: oo placs {dr the fiscal year that be- |

giesonOct. 1o - .

The Administration §s ohliged to re-
port to the Intelligence committess of
both houses on the goals and cbjectives
of exry covert activity. The commitee
bad declared in May that {8 would cut
off the aid in the absence of & new res
poribySept.30. - ° - . ..

Most of th= committes members

were reportedly satisBed by the [im. -

fited_nzturs ol the Nicereguan pro-
Jo=21, Scme kad been comcerned be-
cause Mr. Czsthey mmmy sug-

ested before the it recesy
list month that the Administraticn
raight decide to back the Niceraguan
“'contras,” as the jnsurgents are
Inown, with the a2im of overthrowing
the Managua Goveramest, which is

- supported by Cuba 2nd cther Commu.-

niststates, ” .

*"Tbe members were very impressed
with Shultz,” on* participant said,
“They thought the plan was much
more sexsible than in the past It
looked as if it had some coberence and
practicalicy.””- -

Presideat Reagan had said publicly
that the United States had no intention
of overthrowing the Sandinista Govern.
mweat. Admimistration officials had said
thet the $19 million which bad been ap-

propriated in the current fiscal year for .

covert aid was only meant to prevemt
erms from Nicaragua from going to
the iosurgents in i Salvador. .
An Adminisiration officlal sald that
the program outlined by Mr. Casey and
Mr. Shultz went beyond the scope of the

cuwrrent program. He sald 1t was not
limmited to interdicting arms, but was

more brozdlv stated in genefa support
of the Nicaraguen rebals, *We were al-
ways being questionsd)” an officGal
said, “on whether we were golng be-
iyoad our program of interdicting arms.
Now we say, ‘Yes, we are supparting
the rebels until the Nicaraguans ston
their subversion in n=lghboring coun-

U}S.' [1J . \
“It was a very positive statement,”
the official said, 2dding tkat ] wished

|

The House earlier this year passed a
bill cutting off all covert aid to the
Nicaraguan insurgents for the 1583 fis-
cal year, but it stood lttle chance of
passage by the Senate, In the absence
of attion by both houses to cut off the
-aid, it continued, Today’s committes
meeting seemed 1o clexr the way for
Senate approval for the 1334 fiscal
year, which begins Oct. 1. The House
will have to decide whether §t wams to |
vote again to cut off covert ald in the
next fiscal year, oo

The Senate Irtelligence Committee
has generally been supportive of the

'Administration’s actians In Centrel
America. The chief eritic of the Admin- |

Joseph R. Blden, Democrat of
ware,

According to participants in the ses-

sitn, the Adminlstratics wimesses p;
sosted a formsl finding by P:t.ﬁg

istration on th= committes is Senstor Reegan'that it would bz in the naticnal
Dela-|security interest to comtinus

military directed ;Wr;
ilary program sgainst
Sandinistas, - -t ..
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