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Central Intelligence Agency

Washingion: D C 20505

28 FEB 'S

0Ca/86-0553

The Honorable Lee H. Hamilton

Chairman

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
House of Representatives

washington, D.C. 2C515

Dear Mr., Chairman:

1 have your letter of 7 February 19€6, that seeks my response
"ir writing” tc concerns expressed to you by some unidentified
individuals that the Central Intellicence Agency mey be involvecd
in harassment of certain U.S. church and legal aid groups
assisting Central American immigrants.

Frankly, Mr. Chairman, I am deeply disappointed and
personally offended at being asked to dignify such patently
spurious concerns with a written response. As your letter
acknowledges, Acency officials have repeatedly and categorically
assured your staff that we have not done, anc¢ would never do,
any such thing. I am mystified ané saddened that these
acsurances were apparently not enough for you, particularly when
taken together with your own close familiarity over the yeers
with our people ané our activities.

In any event, since it is evidently the only way thet you
feel this matter car be put finally to rest, let me state &s
clearly and explicitly as I can that this Acency has not engaced
in the kinds of activities you have outlined, nor woulcd we
support or condone in any way, shape or form any activities that
violate the constitutional or other legal protections afforded
any United States citizens and organizations.

€incerely,
/s/ YT~ J Comny

wWilliarm J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
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LOUIS STOKES, OHIO {202) 225-4121

DAVE MCCURDY, OKLAHOMA
ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNIA

AOBEAT W. KASTENMEIER, WISCON:
S e U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ERT A. ROE. NEW JERSEY
GEORGE E. BROWN, SR, CALIFORNIA PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE /
MATTHEW F. MCHUGH, NEW YORK
BERNARD J. OWYER, NEW JERSEY " ON INTELLIGENCE Executive Reqistry
08 STUMP. :
s08 sumr. anzome WASHINGTON, DC 20515 = b
HENRY J. HYDE, ILLINQIS 6- 0 5 3 3x
DICK CHENEY. WYOMING .
808 LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA CoT ~ g
BOB MCEWEN, OHIO ' STy

THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR
MICHAEL J. O'NEIR, CHIEF COUNSEL
STEVEN K. BERRY, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL

February 7, 1986

Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear M.{%(.G'Asey:

Recent newspaper articles have carried stories about churches and legal
aid groups which are assisting Central American immigrants being the targets

of break-ins.

A number of people have contacted me about the possibility that the CIA is
engaged in harassing those church groups.

The staff of the Committee has been assured by the CIA's Office of
Congressional Affairs that such concerns are totally unfounded.

I would appreciate receiving in writing your response to such concerns.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

With best wishes, I am

Sinteredy yours,

ILee H. Hamilton
Chairman
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