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Report Urges Prison Term for

Unauthorized Disclosures

By ROBERT PEAR

) Spaclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 20 — A Come
mitiee of Reagan Administration offi-
cials has proposed a law vnder which
any Government employez who im-
| properly discloses classified informa-
tion would be subject to g criminal pen.
alty of three years in prison and a fine of

-up e $10,000,

The committes, in an internal report,;

said, “Unauthorized disclosure of clas- 8

sified information has become an in-
creasingly commen occurrence,”

However, it added, “There is no sin-
gle statute that makes it 8 crime as
such for & Government emplbyee to dig-
close classified information without au.
thorization.”

Support From Administratien

Thus, the panel said, “to close the
gaps in the present law, we recommend
the introduction of legislation imposing
a criminal penalty for all unauthorized
disclosures of classified information by

| Covernment employess” and former

yees

chairman of the panel, Deputy
ant Attorney General Richard .
7d, said today that the Administra-
ton xad not decided whether to malte a
“gzajor effort” to win Congressional ap-
proval of the proposed statute. In prin-
, he said, the Administration

Ay supports such a statute,

mith at the
regest of William P. Clark, President
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Intelligence

Agency ang the Departments of Jus.

tice, State, Areas
nergy. ,. °

; Officials at the Defense p

ury, Defense ang |l

ent o
and the State Department often disc] Pentagon Papers Case Recalled
cClassified Information ¢ Journalists i . .
to buttress en Justice

closures by  high. officials’ £
should be “mvmugam pen;
inthe Same manner* og other leaks.

| jl?anel Asks, Penalty

Schroeder of Colorado, both Demg.
crats, have Criticized the order. =
The report by Mr. willa
tee recommended tough administratjve
i Federa] ' émployee
found to have disclosed
without Permission. “For most
ment employees, * jt said, “a

realistic
Prospect of being demoted op fired for

classified Informatjon would
Serveasa deterrent, .

a successfy]
prosecution of Governm

€es o
nage and theft of Government Property
| Stemming from bublication of the Pen.
tagon Papers, A F

on Leaks|

rd’s commijt.

Classified datg

- |

Department  offjciq; said
T

es of
Dervisory offj. what he said wag “improper Govern.
cial” higher in the of comman, ment conduct” in the Investigation,
us, he said, the Secretaxy of State . -
could declassify information Eenerated | Mr. Reagan’s directive of March 11

the State Department byt could not | said that Federa]

asst informatjop originally classi
fied by e C.ILA. unlesg e President
gave him authority to do S0,

Laws Likened to Prohibition

" MarkH. Lynch, a stags attorney for
the American Civi] Liberties y

on,
Said that such laws would be difficy]t to
f ike Prohi y
. , 8 try to stop
b '“"sdmething that people do all the time,

o Virtually ajj the pane)’s recommen.
, , ~ dations beyond the New statute, for, d
; greater uge of Polygraphg
; © agreements ang «

cused mainly
employees,

- ve issued by the President o
March ],

‘4 - 1
Two House Subcommitteeg Plan to

hold a joint hearing on the Reagan dj.
rective Thursday, The'subcommittee a
. .chairmen, Repmmtativm Don Eq.

~wards of Caljtornig and Patricia [Ene.

STAT

committee, known torx.nally' as the In.
terdepartmentg] Groy,

ized Disclosures of Classified I
tion, recommended

The other mempers of Mr, Willard's
COmmittee we;

ded such reviews byt fo.
on disclosureg by current
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By William Safire

' WASHINGTON, April 20 — Presi-
dent Reagan has decided touse a joint

session of Congress as his forum to ad- -

dress the American people on the de-
fense of this hemisphere. It’s about
time.

Isolationists- have mired us in
squabbles about how secret our de-
fense should be, whether we help or
hinder the anti-Communist forces
‘with our aid, and whether we are
going to be drawn into another Viet-
nam. The President has a duty to lift

" the nation’s eyes to the essential de-

!
(

AN SV

bate: .

In the face of an undeniable pene-
tration of Central America by forces
beholden to a foreign power, dees the
United States have the will to organize
and supply the resistance — and the
skill to enable the local anti-Commu.

nists to win their own battles? Are we

so transfized by our Vietnam defeat
that we cannot help mount a defense
of our own continent?

Ah, but the questions are not so sim-
ple, the isolationists say. The internal
shortcomings of our allies, and not
Soviet-Cuban agitation, may be the
cause of the fighting. Why should we
care which totalitarian regime wins?

The unselfish answer is that we
should care on the basis of human
rights, because we have seen that no
medern governinent . inflicts police-
state brutality as thoroughly as a
Communist government; the selfish
answer is that the United States must
care on the basis of its own defense.

Assuming that Mr. Reagan will
male the case for rising to responsi-
bilities, here are notes for his yellow
pad:

1. Don’t waste much time proving
again that Castroites and Sandinists
are supplied by Moscow;' that’s a
given. Point to the four Libyan planes

‘turned back by the Brazilians: their

cargo was labeled ‘‘ambulances, hos-
pital equipment and medical sup-
plies’”; that’s what they call Soviet
guns, rockets and ammunition for

. Nicaragua’s army. Make the point

and move on.
- 2. Show how this region is central to
U.S. defense. Nearly half our foreign
trade tonnage and imported crude oil
passes through the Caribbean; access
to the ‘Panama Canal is vital. The
Communist conquest and use of Cen-
tral America would pose a direct
strategic danger.

3. Expose the hypocrisy of isolation-

[ist “‘compassion”’. Ten percent of the

population of \El1 Salvador — a half-
million people — have fled to the U.S.,

just as 30 percent of Afghanistan’s

population has fled Cognmunist op- -

——— ——

pression; these refugees are not run. .
-

ning from phantoms.

4.Tell Americans what the fine- .
sounding “‘negotiated settlement’
means in El Salvador, It means upset- :

ting the results of a demecratic elec.

tion ‘and forcing the Government to ;
share power with gunmen, leading to .

salami-tactic takeovers. We are not :

going to force our ally do that.

" 5. Explain the purpose of our not-so- -

secret war in Nicaragua. The Carter '
Administration tried bribing the San-

dinists with twice the foreign aid and
multilateral loans in two years that
was provided the Somoza regime in 20

years; appeasement did not stop -

Nicaragua from gagging its press and
subverting its neighbor. Since the San-

dinists would not stop po arms .

into El Salvador, we decided to help

the anti-Sandinists make life hard for ‘

the troublemakers in N icaragua..

the curious law passed to guarantee
Nicaraguan Communists.that our aid
would not be used to overthrow them?

of a regime backed by a 75,000-man
army.” Obviously we are helping to
make life miserable for the junta by
supplying its opponents; this is called
“‘applying pressure.”’ A painful tax on
the export of revolution will be more
effective in getting Nicaragua to stop.
subverting El Salvador than the mil-
n}lions spent on appeasement.

7. Does that mean we will pull the
plug on “‘our” Nicaraguans if the San-
dinists pull the plug on “their’ guer-
rillas in El Salvador? The President
should refuse to countenance such a
deal, which would be like the Shah’s
betrayal of the Kurds; he should press
for-free elections . in both countries,

and let all anti-government factions

take their chances at the polls,
8. The Reagan Corollary. Needed

6. Does this mean we are breaking '

INo; arming 5,000 anti-Sandinists is :
hardly likely to lead to the overthrow -

now is an assertion of U.S. policy to
update the Monroce Doctrine. We -
should pledge our willingness to an- .

swer. Communist subversion not

merely with aid to the victim but with -
support of clandestine opposition in

the subverting countries. Recognizi

the war power of the Congress, the 5

President should ask the. joint session
to appropriate specific ‘“‘punitive

funds’ to finance the indigenous har- :

. assment of our allies’ harassers.

9. Peroration, Ixnay on the usual -
soaring rhetoric and spiritual uplift, .

Get serious, even solemn: Central
America is too close to home for isola-

tionism to be an option. We will help .

our friends defend themselves. Take

note, Havana and Tripoli: We will i
'apply the pressure to the source of the

trouble.

o
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