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BACHEIOR’S AND HIGHER DEGREES CONFERRED IN 1985-86

In 1985-86, for the first time in 15 years1 the total number of
’ fust—professmnal degrees decreased. At the same time, the number of
degrees awarded at all other levels--bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctor s--remained fairly stable over the previous year.

According to data gathered by the Center for Education Sta t.bstlcs, the
number of first-professional degrees dropped fram about 75,100
1984-85 to just over 73,900 in 1985-86. The decrease appears to be due
primarily to a substant:.al drop in the largest field, law, as well as in
two of the smaller health fields, dentistry and optametry. While degrees
in the largest health field, medicine, were v:.rtually level, those in
chiropractic medicine showed a 27.6 percent increase over the previous

year.

These are same of the significant findings fram the survey of Degrees

and Other Formal Awards Conferred Between July 1, 1985 and June 30, 1986.
This survey is part of the Higher BEducation General Information Survey
(HEGIS XXI), which has been conducted annually for the past 21 years by
the Center for Education Statistics. Using this survey, the Center
requests data fram institutions of higher education’on the number of

) eamed degrees and other formal awards conferred, by level of award,

,/,\/ program area or field of study, and sex and race/ethnicity of degree

: recipients. _Race data a.re..rmted.b;.mauy The survey methodology at

the end of this bulletin gives further details.

lFor trends in the number of first-professional degrees conferred :
between 1969-70 and 1984-85, see the Digest of BEducation Statisticsy 1987
edition, page 172. Data for 1985-86 are from the Higher BEducation

General Information Survey (HBEGIS XXI). (First-professional includes
degrees that require at least 6 years of college work for campletion, in
addition to at least 2 years of college work prior to entrance into 10
recognized professional programs of study.)

2Nmnbersinthetexta:eromdedtothéneamthmdred. Percents
are based on actual numbers shown in the detailed tables at the end
of the bulletin.
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Degrees by Ievel and by Sex

The total mmber of degrees grew only 0.7 percent fram 1,373,700 in
1984-85 to 1,384,000 in 1985-86 (table A); and the numbers of bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctor’s degrees were up only slightly from the previous
year. Degrees awarded at the bachelor’s and master’'s levels increased 0.9
percent and 0.8 percent, respectively, from 1984-85 to 1985-86. Doctor’s
degrees, which have fluctuated over the years, experienced the largest
increase (2.2 percent) of all degree levels in 1985-86. This followed a
0.8 percent decrease in doctoral awards from 1983-84 to 1984-85. Only the

. mumber of first-professional degrees decreased between 1984-85 and
1985-86. This fall of 1.5 percent followed a 0.9 percent increase in
1984-85 (table 1).

Table A.--Percent changes in bachelor’s and higher degrees,
v by level: 1984-85 and 1985-86

Degree level 1984-85 1985-86  Percent change*
Total 1,373,700 1,384,000 0.7
Bachelor’s 979,500 987,800 .9
Men 482,500 485,900 .7
Wamen 496,900 501,900 1.0
Master’s 286,300 288,600 .8
Men 143,400 143,500 .1
Wamen 142,900 145,100 1.5
Doctor’s 32,900 33,700 2.2
Men 21,700 21,800 .5
Wamen 11,200 11,800 5.3
First-professional 75,100 73,900 -1.5
Men 50,500 49,300 -2.4
Waren 24,600 ' 24,600 .2

* Percents are based on actual numbers shown in the detailed
tables atﬂeaﬁofthe_bulletin.

Note.—-Numbers may not add to totals because of rounding. |
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The changes in the number of degrees awarded varied by sex of
recipients (table 1). The total number of degrees awarded to men in
1985-86 was up 0.3 percent after a 0.2 percent decline in 1984-85. At all
award levels except first-professicnal, the decline between 1983-84 and
1984-85 in number of degrees to men was reversed. While in 1984-85 men
earned 482,500 bachelor’s degrees, in 1985-86 they earned 485,900, a
slight increase of 0.7 percent. Master’s degrees awarded to men increased
less than 0.1 percent, from 143,400 in 1984-85 to 143,500 in 1985-86.
Doctor’s degrees to men were also up, by about 0.5 percent, while their
first-professional degrees declined by 2.4 percent (table A). - '

The number of degrees granted to wamen continued to grow between
1983-84 and 1985-86. The total increased 1.2 percent from 1984-85 to
1985-86 which was about the same increase as that from 1983-84 to
1984-85. The number of bachelor’s degrees to wamen rose 1 percent in both
1984-85 and 1985-86, while master’s degrees to them increased also, 1.6
and 1.5 percent, respectively. For the first time in 3 years, wamen
received more than cne-half of the total master’s degrees awarded in
1985-86. Wamen made the greatest gain at the doctoral level—5.3

t. The increase for the prior year was only 0.9 percent (table A).
Although the number of degrees to wamen has accelerated over the last
decade at the first-professicnal level, the number of degrees awarded
increased only 0.2 percent in 1985-86, ca'rpa.sed to an average annual
increase of 3 percent between 1975 and 1985.° In 1985-86, only 41 more
degrees were awarded to wamen than in the previous year (table 1). Wamen
continued to account for only about one-third of both doctor’s and
first-professional degrees (figure).

Figure—Percent distribution of bachelor’s and higher degrees,
by sex and by level: 1985-86

Level of award
Total
Bachelor's
Master's

Doctor's

First-professional

A 1 N 1 i 1 . L A 3 A L N ]
-] 10 20 30 40 S0 60 70

Percent .
SOURCE: HEGIS "Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred® survey 1985-86.

3y.s. Department of Bducation, Center for Bducation Statistics, Irends

in Bachelor'’'s and Higher Degrees, 1975-1985, Washington, D.C., U.S.
Government Printing Office, August 1987, page 7.
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BEducation, engineering, and socml sciences continued to rank
among the six most popular fields of study at the bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctor’s levels in 1985-86 (tables 2, 3, and 4).

As another indication of their popularity, recent declines in the
number of edu tion and social sciences degrees appear to be
leveling off.* Social sciences degrees increased at all award
levels, while the total mumber of educaticn degrees awarded
across levels decreased by only 0.4 percent between 1984-85 and
1985-86.-

Camputer and information sciences and mathematics continued to be
the most rapidly growing fields at the bachelor’s and master’s
levels (tables 2 ard 3).

Ancngﬂlela.rgerfields of study, agrimlltuxewastheonlyéneto
have significant declines at all three degree levels (tables 2,
3, and 4). _

4‘U.S. Department of Bducation, Centexr for Bducation Statistics, Trends

in Bachelor’s and Higher

1974-1985, Washington, D.C., U.S.

in Bachelor’s and Higher Degrees, 1J/3=1J0)
Government Printing Office, August 1987, page 9.
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Bachelor'’s Degrees

The largest nmumber of bachelor’s degrees in 1985-86 were conferred in
business and management, social sciences, education, engmeermg, and
health sciences (table B).

Table B.——Five largest fields of study as a percent of
total bachelor’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of study Nurrber CPercent*~
Total e 987,800 100.0
Business and management 238,200 24.1
Social sciences 93,700 . 9.5
BEducation 87,200 8.8
<Engineering: —767300— >
Health sciences 64,500 6.5
‘All others 427,900 43.3

*Percentsarebasedonactualmm\bersshowninthedetailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

Note.--Numbers and percents n‘aynotaddtothetotals
because of rounding

° Bus:..nessandnanagamtdegreesroseZ 1 percent fram the
previous year (table 2). Degrees in this field were about
one-fourth of all bachelor s degrees awarded in 1985-86.

° Social sciences degrees were up pgn:ent (table 2), the first
increase since their peak in 1971—72

° qucauonarxiengmeermgdegreeswereboth down 1.1 percent
(table 2). This=was=the=first=decrease-in=l0=years=for=—
a)gmeermgzdggrees-ard-ﬂle—snallest e for education
degrees since they peaked in 1972-73.

e (Camputer-and-information-sciences-and mathematics-shared-the—
spoth@lit'mth*tre*h:gﬁt-mtré”as*éfﬁfdegmes-at*ﬂ@b_a&elo TSy
tevel=—They-both-increased=-7-7-percent - from-1984=85"tc_1985=86—,
(&able=2)™

5u.s. Department of Bducation, Center for Education Statistics, Digest

of Bducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D. C., U.S. Government Prmmg
6Off.:.ce, 1987, page 190.
Ibid.

. | 5 .
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Master’s Degrees

Bducation, business and nanageneﬁt, engineering, health sciences,
public affairs, and social sciences continued to dominate the degrees at
the master’'s level in 1985-86 (table C).

: ‘Table C.--Six largest fields of study as a percent of total
master’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of study Number Percent*
Total 288,600 100.0
Bducation 76,400 26.5
Business and management 67,100 23.3
Engineering— 21,100 73
Health sciences 18,600 6.5
Public affairs 16,300 5.6
Social sciences 10,400 3.6
All others : 78,700 27.3

*Pe:cmtsarebasedonat:tualmmberss}mminthedetailed
tables at the end of the bulletin. .

Note.—Nmnbersandpemmtsmymtaddtothetotalsbecause

° Bducation degrees, which have been declining in number at all
award levels over the past decade, increased s],ightly at the
master’s level for the first time in 10 years.

[ ) The mumber of business and management degrees awarded was down
slight%y by 0.6 percent, marking the first decrease in 30
years.

e  Health sciences degrees were up by 7.1 percent, after a small
decrease the previous year (table 3). -

° Degrees in public affairs were up 1.6 percent in 1985-86,
the secand straight year of increases (table 3).

° The slight increase, 0.5 pergent, in social sciences degrees wes
the first one since 1981-82.

7y.s. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, Digest
of Bducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Govermment Printing
Office, 1987, page 204.

81bid., page 202. » _
Su.s. Department of Education, Center for Bducation Statistics, Digest
of Bducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Goverrment Printing
Office, 1987, page 210. :
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Doctor’s Degrees

Blucation remained the dominant degree field at the doctoral level
in 1985-86, followed by physical sciences, engineering, life sciences,
psychology, and social sciences (table D).

-

Table D.—Six largest fields of study as a percent of
total doctor’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of ﬁstudv _ ___Number Percent*

Total 33,700 100.0

Education 7,100 21.1

i Physical sciences 3,600 10.6
| <Engineering— 3,400 <=107I—™>

1 Life sciences 3,400 10.0

Social sciences ,‘ 3,000 8.8

All others 10,200 30.3

3 Psychology 3,100 9.2
* Percents are based on actual numbers shown in the detailed
| tables at the end of the bulletin.
Note.-Numbers and percents may not add to the totals because
of rounding.

e FPhysical sciences degrees increased 4.3 percent (table 4) and
replaced life sciences as the second largest field in 1985-86.
Life sciences dropped to fourth behind engineering (table D).

e Degrees in engineering, physical sciences, and life sciences,
each accounted for about 10 percent of all doctor’s degrees
awarded in 1985-86 (table D). While the number of life sciences
degrees declined, cengineering=and-physical-sciences-degrees—
showed -steady-growth™>

e About 6 percent more doctorates in psychology were awarded in
1985-86 than in the previous year. This was the largest increase
among the six most popular fields (table 4).

e After declining for 10 years, rates in social sciences
increased 3.6 percent in 1985-86.

10y.s. Department of Bducation, Center for Bducation Statistics, Digest
of BEducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Goverrment Printing
Office, 1987, page 210.
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First-professional grﬁ

accounted for almost cne-half of all first-professicnal
degre&sileSS—BG (table E), but the mumber decreased 4.4 percent after
increasing for 3 consecutive years. Both men and wamen received fewer law
degrees in 1985-86 than in 1984-85 (table 5).

Table E,--Percent d.i.stnmum of first-professicnal degrees,
by field of study: 1985-86

Field of study Number Percent*
Total ' 73,900 100.0
Law 35,800 48.5
Medicine 15,900 21.6
Theological professions 7,300 9.9
Dentistry 5,000 6.8
Chiropractic medicine 3,400 4.6
Veterinary medicine 2,300 3.1
Osteopathic medicine - 1,500 2.1
Optametry 1,000 1.4
Pharmacy 900 1.2
Podiatry _ 600 .8
Other - .1
— less than 50.

* Percents are based on actual mmbers shown in the detailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

—-Nmnbe:sarxipe.mmtsmaymtaddtoﬂuetotals&cause

ofmm.ng

) Degreesinnedicine,thesecmdlargestfield,wexedmnalso,by
0.6 percent (table 5). '

° ‘Ihe largest percent decrease at the first-professional level was
in optometry , which declined 7.7 percent. Degrees in
dentistry followed wlth a 5.5 percent decrease (table 5).

° Chiropractic degrees showed the largest increase.. About 700 more
degreeswexeavardedinlSSS-SS,aZ?Gpercartinc:easecvarﬂ:e

previous year (table 5).
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Additional Information

The data tape on Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred, 1985-86,
is available and may be purchased. Requests should be made to:

Office of Educational Research and Improvement
Information Systems and Media Services

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW.

washington, DC 20208

Telephone 1-800-424-1616 or (202) 357-6522

The Center for Bducation Statistics also plans to release E.D. TABS,
tables that will show degrees by State, institution, and specific program
(6-digit level of specificity) by sex for each award level. A separate
bulletin on associate degrees and other formal awards below the

» baccalaureate is being prepared by the Center for Education Statistics.
For information about this bulletin and the survey, contact Judi °
Carpenter, Center for Bducation Statistics, 555 New Jersey Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC, 20208-1404, telephone (202) 357-6362.

S Methodol

Statistics for this bulletin are based on reports of institutions
responding to the survey "Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred" for
the year July 1 1985 to June 30, 1986. This survey requests data on the
number of postsecondary certificates for less than 1 year, postsecondary
certificates for 1 but less than 4 years, associate degrees, bachelor’s
degrees, master’s degrees, doctor’s degrees, and first-professional
degrees conferred by institutions of higher education.

Survey forms were sent to the universe of 3,388 colleges and
universities and their branches in the United States and outlying
territories. (Only data for the 50 States and DC, including the U.S.
service schools, are discussed in this bulletin.) The universe includes
3,355 degree granting institutions and 33 rabbinical schools that do not
confer formal awards. The response rate of 92.6 percent was based on the
3,355 institutions that are degree granting. Reports were received from
3,108 institutions, and 247 did not respond. Data were imputed for 205
nonrespondent institutions, based on their previous responses. Data were

- not imputed for the remaining 42 nonrespondent institutions. Their
records were zero-filled because the institutions were new to the HBEGIS
universe and no previous data were available. These institutions are
small, and thus the total number of degrees conferred by the institutions
would not have significantly changed the overall findings from the survey.

The data for this bulletin are based on information from 1,969
institutions. Those institutions that award degrees below the bachelor’s
level were excluded.

This bulletin was reviewed by Debra Carter, American Council on
Bducation; Richard Cock, Center for Education Statistics; Mary Golladay,
National Science Foundation; and Gayle Rogers, Center for Education
Statistics. Their camments are gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1.--Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred in institutions of higher education,
by lLevel of degree, and sex of recipient: 1983-84 to 1985-86
1‘ . Number Percent change
| Level of degree _
| . and sex of recipient 1983-84 1984-85
i 1983-84  1984-85  1985-86 to to
; . 1984-85 1985-86
, Total degrees.......... eee. 1,366,188 1,373,734 1,383,953 0.6 0.7
; MeN..ceeeanae casecasss 699,312 698,073 700,511 -0.2 0.3
1 WOmen....ccees eeesees. 666,876 675,661 683,442, 1.3 1.2
| ' -
; Bachelor's degrees requiring .
| 4-5 years..... eesssssvanans 974,309 979, 47T. 98_7,823 0.5 0.9
MeN.scenarooserasnnaess 482,319 482,528 485,923 * 0.7
HomeN..cccseesessnsnans 491,990 496,949 501,900 1.0 1.0
First-professional degrees
requiring at least 6 years.. 76,407 75,063 73,910 0.9 -1.5
Men........ 51,334 50,455 49,261 -1.7 2.4
HOMBN. . ceveesanconns .. 23,073 24,608 26,649 6.7 0.2
| F
Master's degrees........c..c.. .o 284,263 w 288,567 0.7 0.8
MeN...covanconan ceesae - 143,595 143,390 143,508 -0.1 0.1
WOMmeN...covreanacaas «« 140,668 142,861 145,059 1.6 1.5
Doctor's degrees T ~
(Ph.D., Ed.D., etC.)ecccenns 33,209 @ 33,653 -0.8 2.2
Men......... ceesearsansa 22,064 21,700 21,819 -1.6 0.5
WOMeN. .coeveoceassccacna 11,145 11,243 11,834 0.9 5.3
* Less than 0.05 percent.
Note.--Data for the three survey years are based on the following numbers of instituti
1983-84, 1,949; 1984-85, 1,955; and 1985-86, 1,969.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 2.--Bachelor's degrees conferred by institutions of higher education by sex of recipient and program area:

1984-85 and 1985-86

1984-85 1985-86 Percent
change
Program area in
Total Men " Women Total Men ‘Women total
Total 9T 4TT - 482,528 496,949 987,823 485,923 501,900 0.9
Agriculture and natural resources..... 18,107 12,477 5,630 16,823 11,544 5,279 -7.1
Architecture and enviromnmental design. 9,325 6,019 3,306 9,119 5,824 3,295 -2.2
Area and ethnic studies....cccceeeveee 2,867 1,099 1,768 3,060 1,260 1,800 6.7
Business and management....... vesesess 233,351 128,032 105,319 238,160 129,271 108,889 2.1
CommUNiCatioNS..eceecceccaccasncas ceee 40,358 16,318 24,040 41,666 16,887 24,779 3.2
Communications technologies........... 1,725 920 805 1,425 760 665 -17.4
LComputer—and—information~sciencesw+i——38;878———24;579—— 147299 417889 726,923 14,966 ———T777
€ducation..... esesresesescansans 88,161 21,264 66,897 87,221 20,986 66,235 -1
EAginNeer NG st r e eevevioa—TT,196——85,959— 41,195 : 76-,—333-—657284***1‘17049*———-47.:1—-_){
Engineering-technologies..ccceeccaee .e 18,951 17,494 1,457 19,620 18,088 1,532 3.5
Foreigh-languUages v rirrsssssisssssavss 9,954 27650 7,304 10;102——2;784——7,318 15T
Health sciences....ceeeees eessescsases 64,513 9,786 54,727 64,535 9,683 54,852 hd ’
Home economicS...cceececesccccas ceceae 15,555 1,016 14,539 15,288 1,057 14,231 -1.7
Law.caienann eseesssscscesshsvaccacnnne 1,157 449 708 1,197 419 778 3.5
Letters..... tecssanses Cereeevescasenne 34,091 11,663 22,428 35,434 12,165 23,269 3.9
‘
Liberal/general studieS...cuceevccanee 19,191 8,571 10,620 19,248 8,644 10,604 0.3
Library and archival sciences......... 202 - 26 76 157 17 %o -22.3
Life SCienCeS.cceceienecccccccacannncs 38,445 20,064 18,381 38,526 19,993 18,531 0.2
Mathematics e eeeeeee—— 15,1466 87164 6,982 16,306 ———8;725——7758 " ———777—
Military SCiences..cceeececcnsconnnces 299 ri4 26 256 235 21 <144
‘ Multi/interdisciplinery studies....... 15,727 7.523 8,204 15,700 7,505 8,195 -0.2
| Parks and recreation..... tecessessacas 4,593 1,739 2,854 4,433 1,663 2,770 -3.5
_ Philosophy and religion..ccceesccceese 6,400 4,264 2,156 6,239 4,161 2,078 -2.5
TheOlogY.coeeecceccconscnsccascancnnse 6,039 4,403 1,636 5,602 4,127 1,675 -7.2
Physical sciences....... cesessssssaane 3,732 17,095 6,637 21,731 15,769 5,962 -8.4
\
Psychology...... cressscsseccscscscane 39,811 12,696 ar, 17 40,521 12,578 27,943 1.8°
Protective services....cceeeeccecceces 12,510 7,696 4,816 12,704 7,963 4,744 1.6
Public affairs...cccevecececcccrccnace 13,838 4,635 9,203 13,878 4,670 9,208 0.3
Socisl sciences....ccovvceccacenccncas 91,661 51,1 40,289 93,703 52,654 41,049 2.5
Visual and performing arts.....cccce.. 37,936 14,506 23,430 36,949 14,284 22,665 " -2.6

* Less than 0.05 percent.

Note.--The 30 program areas above have been grouped from the 50 fields of study collected

on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Educstion Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 3.--Master's degrees conferred by institutions of higher emcation'by sex of recipient and program area:
1984-85 and 1985-86

1984 -85 1985-86 Percent
change
Program area ' in
Total Men Women Total Men Women total
Total 286,251 143,390 142,861 288,567 143,508 145,059 0.8
Agriculture and natural resources..... 3,928 2,846 1,082 3,801 2,701 1,100 -3.2
Architecture and environmental design. 3,275 2,148 1,127 3,260 2,129 1,131 -0.5
Area and ethnic studieS...cceeeeccaces 879 464 415 927 489 438 5.5
Business and management........cccccu-- 67,527 46,624 20,903 67,137 46,288 20,849 -0.6
CommunicationS..cceeececsscacnaas 3,460 1,447 2,013 3,500 1,405 2,095 1.2
Communications technologies....cceueee 209 129 80 323 205 118 54.5
‘Computer-and-information-sciences s oos 77101 57064 2,037 8;070——5;658——2;412— 1376 =
Education..cceeeciecocscoscnassnnsnans + 76,137 20,945 55,192 - 76,353 20,719 55,634 0.3
Engingeringrsss........ cesesacsennsaes 1207926———18;684———2;242——————217059 187663 2,396 076-—::
Engineering technologies....... 631 565 66 602 505 - 97 <6.6
FOr eI g aNgUBGES o Tt e crerccccscnncees A 724—————=559 1,165 17721 509 17212 ===-0.2
Health sciences.............. cessesens 17,383 4,135 13,248 18,626 . 4,460 14,164 7.1
HOme ecoNOmMiCS.cavecetasacescas cessens 2,383 279 2,104 2,298 281 2,017 -3.6
_ Law...... seecscsesnsas sesesecesannsens 1,796 1.377 419 1,924 1,441 483 7.1
Letters..cceeecanececccascscscscscnass 5,934 2,064 3,870 6,291 2,169 4,122 6.0
Liberal/general studies...... tesessane 1,180 449 731 1,154 448 706 -2.2
Library and archival sciences......... 3,893 758 3,135 3,626 721 2,905 -6.9
Life sciences.......... erscescnsannnns 5,059 2,647 2,412 5,013 2,616 2,397 -0.9
cMathematicsTooorrreee r—— 2;882———1;874———1;008 . 3159204717 112=——976 =)
Military sciences......ccceeennn 119 118 1 a8 81 2 -30.3
Multi/interdisciplinary studies....... 3,184 1,845 1,339 3,104 1,79 1,310 -2.5
Parks and recreation......... cesenanae 5644 261 303 495 234 261 9.0
Philosophy and religion...ccceeeecee.. - 1,167 701 466 1,13 = 713 450 -0.3
ThEOlOgY.eeerereaneneneesaennnanns 4,352 2,846 1,506 4,467 2,869 1,598 2.6
Physical sciences.....cccvecvevecncnnes 5,79 4,452 1,344 5,902 4,470 1,432 1.8
PSYChOlogY.ceersceerecencccsoccncnaans 8,408 3,044 5,364 ’ 8,293 2,923 5,370 -1.4
Protective Services....cceeceecceneens 1,235 850 385 1,074 748 326 -13.0
. Public affairs....cvececacccccccccnanse 16,045 5,938 10,107 . 16,300 6,108 10,192 1.6
_Social sciences...... 10,380 6,400 3,980 10,428 6,339 4,089 0.5
Visual snd performing arts..... ceesnas 8,714 3,897 4,817 8,416 3,775 4,661 -3.4

Note.--The 30 program areas above have been grouped from the 50 fields of study collected
on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 4.--Doctor's degrees conferred by institutions of higher education,by sex of recipient and program area:

1984-85 and 1985-86

1984-85 1985-86 Percent
change
Program area in
Total Men Women Total Men Women total
Total 32,943 21,700 11,243 33,653 21,819 11,834 2.2
Agriculture and natural resources..... 1,213 1,036 177 1,158 966 192 4.5
Architecture and environmental design. 89 66 3 3 56 17 -18.0
Area and ethnic studies....ccveccaaans 137 8 51 157 89 68  14.6
Business and management......ccevceess 866 718 148 969 759 210 11.9
‘Communications...... 228 138 90 212 111 101 -7.0
Communications technologies....veenaecs 6 S 1 1" 5 6 83.3
Computer-and=informationTsciences o ———248 223 25 346t 299 65.-——*3877:‘
EducatioN.cecoceseccces ceseescascessns 7,151 3,419 3,732 7,110 3,315 3,795 -0.6
Engineeringricsricsrsmsisneres crveisy 37821 3,016 207 34005 ——3;172———228—5.6—>
Engineering technologies...cccceccvee. 9 8 1 10 9 1 11.1
Foreign-languages:srissrrrrTs e 437 184 B3 48 v——185 ———263 2.5 ——>
Health sciences....ccecees 1,199 565 634 1,21 604 637 3.5
Home economMiCS..c.eceeees csessscssasane 276 7 198 311 78 233 12.7
LBWeeeaneeennnnn Ceeeeteesneetecaeranes 105 88 17 54 48 6  -48.6
LetterS.cccecasscosescoscasasscnosss ceee 1,239 572 667 1,215 543 672 -1.9
Liberal/general studies...ccccveeuee .e s3 28 &5 38 26 12 -28.3
Library and archival sciences......... 87 39 48 62 44 35 -28.7
Life sciencesS....ccceencennesn cesncans 3,432 2,307 1,125 3,358 2,229 1,129 -2.2
Mathematicsizerceories 699 590 109 742618 U2
Military SCienceS..ccvcececscccavennns .0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Multi/interdisciplinary studies....... 285 177 108 319 198 121 11.9
Parks and recreation...... ceessassrsee 36 3 13 39 26 13 8.3
Philosophy and religion...cccecececcee. 468 k144 7N 77 373 104 1.9
TheologY.eeceocoasssccscccnnncnnnnns e 1,160 1,036 104 1,183 1,066 IREY4 3.8
Physical sCienceS...ccceececccccnccace 3,403 2,851 552 3,551 2,963 588 4.3
PSYChOlOgY.cceeevsesscscscannncaccncns 2,908 1,492 1,616 3,088 1,497 1,591 6.2
Protective services....ccceccccncscnce 33 rig é 21 17 & -36.4
Public affairS..cccesecccccnncacnsanse 431 213 218 385 174 21 -10.7
Social sciences...cucaeenanan cecceenen 2,851 1,933 918 2,955 1,970 985 3.6
Visual and performing arts............ 693 407 286 T2 396 326 4.2

Note.--The 30 program areas above have been grouped from the 50 fields of study collected
on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, surveys of

Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 5.--First-professional degrees conferred by institutions of higher educatioen, by sex of recipient and field of study:
1984-85 and 1985-86

Total Men Women .

Field of study Percent Percent Percent

1984-85 1985-86 change 1984-83 1985-86 change 1984-85 1985-86 change

Total degrees..........cvievvitriineanecnnnns veeneans 75,063 73,910 -1.5 50,455 49,261 -2.4 24,608 24,649 0.2
Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.).......oovvnvnannns PP 2,661 3,395 27.6 2,072 2,554 23.3 589 8al 42.8
Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.).. . 5,339 5,046 -5.3 4,233 3,907 ~-7.7 1,106 1,139 3.0
Medicine (M.D.)............. 16,041 ~ 15,938 -0.6 11,167 11,022 -1.3 4,874 4,916 0.9
Optometry (O.D.)..........0 . 1,115 1,029 -7.7 812 744 -8.4 303 285 -3.9
Osteopathic medicine (D.0.)........ccviviunarannnnns e 1,489 1,547 3.9 1,136 1,159 2.0 353 388 9.9
Pharmacy (D.Phar.).....civcnenencnnneroncnnsnonsns 861 903 4.9 430 432 0.5 431 471 9.3
Podiatry (Pod.D. or D.P.) or podiatric medicine (D.P.M.) 582 612 5.2 464 488 3.2 118 124 5.1
Veterinary medicine (D.V.M.)........ioveiinienrnnannnnns 2,178 2,270 4.2 1,135 1,191 4.9 1,043 1,079 3.5
Law, general (L.L.B. or J.D.)....iiivvininnnnenannannnns 37,491 35,844 A4 23,070 21,874 -5.2 14,421 13,970 -3.1
Theological professions, general (B.D., M.Div., M.H.L.). 7,221 7,283 0.9 5,886 5,865 -0.4 1,335 1,418 6.2
Other.............c00nne Cereeseseireiereeanans teenene . 85 43 -49.4 50 25 -50.0 35 18 -48.6

Note.--Pirst-professional includes degrees that require at least 6 years of college vork for completion (including at least 2 years
of preprofessional training).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statlstics, surveys of Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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