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STAT

N Lcamgua——but Isn t Tellmg

“. Nobody is ahsolutely sure what.is going
on at the Nicaragua-Honduras border, ex-
cept possibly the CIA, which is said to have-
200 agents there. On vour nightly news you
can see wounded peasanis—some are dead.
But don't expect to find out from anybody .
in this government if the ‘United States is
involved. ' o .
" It’s no wonder the Reagan administra- -

_tion, beginning with the president, thinks *

“no comment” will suffice about events
which, to the rest of the world, look.suspi-
-ciously like a U.S.-backed armed assault on
- the Sandinista government.
Thev've gotten away with so much so
“far, they would be silly to be self-con-
scious now. After all, no Americans are dy-
mv
Fifteen months ago, when The Washing-
ton Paost published an article about a $19
million covert campaign to destabilize the
Marxist regime in Nicaragua, the admin:
istration did not trouble to deny it. It was
_net then the taxpayers' business to know if,
they were providing arms,'training and lo-
i . .

glsucal support to .mu-Sandmnsta rehelq a
Nor is it now that what is officially called
“a spontaneous uprising” seems W be in -
progress. e

Reagan's only deference to pmq:hlv ad- i

verse pubhc opinion about sponsormg more -

1
hloodshed in an area that has mare ‘than its ] '

share was the postponement, durmg his !
December visit to Latin America, of joint -
Honduran-U.S. military maneuvers along !
the Nicaraguan border. The exercnse% were
held last month.  ~ :

Smce the figh ghtmg began—and the scope,:'

like everything else, is in doubt-—all queries;
have been shrugged off. Secretary of State.
George P. Shultz put his brick inthe $tone-
wall when he airily told a congressional
- committee that it was a secret matter Ior
.the Intelligence committees, - 7>

e

The administration’s mes.xagy'm .Ldtm -

Amefica is quite stark; even brutal: Go lett
and we'll get you. Remember Chile. .=+ - *

Besides, if the president admlts that we
are subsidizing the raids, he could -admit to
breakmg the law. The so-called: Boland
Amendment passed last December. forbids
hlm m supply military training, or advice

or “support for the “purpose of over-
t,hmwmg the government of Nicaragua.”
>+ But the only m member of the administra-
- -tu)n to be challenged directly on the point,
~U N.- Ambassador JJeane J. l\lrkpatnck
~appearing on the “McNeil- Lehrer Repmt
‘told Rep. Michael . Barnes (D-Md.), one

,ot few congressmen still in town during the

T "Faster recess and the only one so far to
ohject .that ahsolutely that no law is bemg

-hmken ln her most wn,hermg manner, sl)e
reproached “him for even suggesting it.
- “Like a lot of people, however, Barnes is

meatlc law, he says, we are violatmg the
" Organization of American States treaty,
" which forbids the subversion ol any govern-
ment in the area, for “whatever reason.”

When it hothers to explmn what leoks

I:Ot c«mvmced If we are- not_breaking do-

like the ﬂmverwr of the plo “the admm~
istration- says that our purpose- Zis “not to
overthrow the Sandinistas’ but. merely to
give them a hard time. 'T'heir. real rationale,

of course, s that if Nicaragiia sends arms
to the rebels in'El Salvador, it must expect

to get some back. - -+ .

Kirkpatrick is ever ready to air her well-
known view that any right-wing dictator-
ship is preferable to-the left-wing kind.

Most recently, she told the American
Legion that the only-difference that -counts
hetween the Somocistas and the Sandinis-
tas, by whom the Somocistas were over-
thrown, is that Somoza was friendly to the
United States’ while the Sandinistas’ na-
tional anthem _has a line calling the United
States “the enemies of mankind.” The pos-
sibility that 40 vears’ of American support.
might have guided the lyrlu':ta 1s left out of
the equation.

But at a meeting of the Natmnal ‘Secu-
rity Institute for Women at Fort McNair,
Kirkpatrick limited- herself to -a -disembo-
weling- remark . about the U.N. Security
Council _debate—during which ~_several
men(lly natuma vmced hkeptnclsm that the

m\htary actmm now taking place were

pomaneous She Jlikened #it to “gang
ray hich may have jarred -some mem-
bers of her audience, but_probably ‘nobody-
at the thte Home where t,hey hke strong

stufl.
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