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CONGRE TAEGWS Cla NAME-DROPRERS |

( Guardmn Correspondent - :‘.-" i, pro}nb:ts :dcntxf‘ cation : of FBI aoents or informants "
k8 oo as"'mgton D C - working in the U.S. who are engaged in countermteih : 3
' ‘John Chafec (R-R.1) was visibly angry and.’.:gence or- fore:gn intelligence investigations. ” S
'strugghng to control himself. "Iwant to put him awav ‘On. Aug 26, members cof the civil and constxtutxonal
. Chafee declared at 2 commxttee mcetma m late J uly ' -rights subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee.
‘want to nail him.’ " votedito weaken this provision. The subcommittes was. -

"~ The target of this unusually bhmt outburst was Loms ., reviewing thelegislation because it creates a new criminal =
Wolf, a. coeditor of CovertAction: Information BulIetm " statute. While. the panel's decision. was hailed by
He- has_ enraged Chafee "and ~ almost every Aother :,‘ - opponents of the legislation, most expect the rule to be '
‘lawmaker on Capxtbl Hill because he is the author of a ¥ rrestored by the full J udxcxary Commxttee when 1t meets ;
regular column in the Washington-based Bulletin which - next ‘week.
" lists 'the names of persons who allegediy work for the " Civil hbemes gronps pomt out t}nt the !egxs]anon
CIA. Under the guise of an all-out.effort to 'get Wolf,”" " “-could be used to jail a reporter who reveals the name of a
Congress is now rushing to pass-a bill that civil - CIA agent during the course of hisor her research on the -
_libertarians regard .as. an_ assault on_ the. First _- activities of U.S. citizens in a country suchas Chile. The .
Amendment h ill could also have been used against: “journalists ‘and 1
+The legislation has already-:been approved by th “publications that identified members of the Watergate'’ :
mtelltgence committees in both the House and Semte -break-in team’as CIA" employes.-- And, the. watchdog
£4*'We'vé beén assiired by the leadershlp that this bill will _:orgamzat:ows add, the “‘get’ Wolf” mx.xatxve poses:a.’;
.be acted on in this Congress,’” says Rep. Edward Boland s direct thréat to any political group that exposes one of 1t‘ X
(D Mass.), chair of the House intelligence panel : embers as_an FBl mformant or paid agxtator
“**Despite the controversy over the First Amendment,” R . :
adds the authoritative Congressxonal Quarterly, "'both :
“houses are exchtcd to pass the legxslanon w1thout major chlslancn of this sort has, been - ratﬂmg around
dxfﬁculty." T T e T T Congress ever smce former CIA agent Philip Agee began
““The key feature i in the mcasurc sets a 3-year Jaﬂ term naming names’ * several years ago. Previous .versions |
and/or 515,000 maximum fine for a private citizen who *‘: went nowhere, however,’because the obvious’ damage
_exposes the identity of a covert U.5: intelligence agent. they would wreck on the First Amendment seemed. to
, “The pena]ty can be assessed, thé biil states, even if - many lawmakers to outweight the advantages. But these i
! ( : stncﬂy unclassified, pubhcly available sotitces were tised | _misgivings were cast astde fol}owmg two mcxdents in
in namingthe operative. Not only employes and paid .} Jamaica last. month. A 3 :

hands of the CIA aré protected by the bill. It also” “Wolf held a press conference in Kxngston at w}nch &'l
“named 15 officials in the U.S. embassy there whom he

“: said were CIA. agents. The same 15 people had been 50

= identified last year in CovertActxon Informahon Bulletin,

- but Wolf said that he wanted io emphasnze their presence |

STAT because ‘of mdlcatxons t‘xat the" CIA"is engaged .in a-.
' - "'destabrhzatxon campaign’ ‘against” the’ “elected, anti-]

mperialist - government. of - ane Minister Mlchaei
Manley Shortly after the news conference, ihe house of
he man: “identified by Wolf as’ CIA_ station" chxef in.
amaica ‘was fired ‘on by ‘unknown persons,” Armed.
uards outsxde the home of another official on Wolf's hst

ttacks although he cannot prove it. He argues that thezﬂ
hootmgs may; well _have been stage-managed by-the]
13 agency to create exactly the kind of hystencal clxmate on

Rep. Boland for exemple, calls Wo]f’s dxsclosures “al

ermcxous act that serves no, useful purpose’ whatso—
ver,”’ Every attempt in the intelli gence committees-to:}
often the bill somewhat was rejected, with’ ‘members
oncerned about civil liberties reduced to prefacing their, A
émarks with, denuriciations of Wolf and Agee. : !
: Similarly, Sen. Birch Bayh offered an‘2mendment to
he legislation which would, he said, distinguish between ;
olf and *‘normal’’ journalists. A deliberate attempt to']
impalr or impede’” U.S.. intelligence-activities ‘would i
-"have to be established under. Bayh’s amendment before.:
omeone' tould be prosecuted for naming a CIA. or FBI.
gent. Publications like the Washington Post’ and:New.)
& ork Times would. presumably be! pmtected by such aw
i provision ‘while left-wing newspapers would’ clearly. be<
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