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In the, %m a: scrzc
aitrclec A T cfcluﬂvc.
interviews-- with- +The: - “Times,!

!lua Dzhirkvelov, a former KGH i

wer and Tass co:rcwpomlent. :

LONDON TIMES
27 May 1980

P nmng
ple he cites what he riow thmkq
fof. as'The Grea Tuna Fish' Dn i
aster‘ T, :
/The’ Rugéstan téc.
‘denti Kariirne "t} d:versxf ‘the,

-m cxdm- :

'ovxet readers as a
togtessive . fc"c‘ns %
Looking at Africa ;.s a whole,
Mi+Dzhickvelov sees d cafaloguie.
- idetbacks - for: the . Soviet]
,in contrast to’ the. “high'|

nc:m po]mcs ) ;
examp(e A .-ndmbei oE 'Ian?dn
ians were put o, ‘trial in-Dar’
és; Salaam, charged with having 5
conspired = to ,overthra he.

/ defected to Britain, last
month, outlines what +he sées- Zanzibar, - econdimy,’ which ' de.:
as the failure of Sovtet strategj pends on ‘the export of cloves.
m Africa. =77 Since Zanzibar,is an island, the -

Guve1 nment. -

“The. accused mcluded. (inx
ahsentia)’ Oscar Kambona,: the™
former Foreign Minister;*There

hupes of the 1960s. The peacefiil ;
settlement ‘of  the R!mdesnan.
-issué’ was, ‘he lsays,” a disaster;

! Soviet snratcgy m Afnca has:
fmled largely. due. to; Moscow’s |
mabllrty to comprehénd African
conditions and ‘thé African cast’
of mind, says Mr" D7hnrkt'elov
who was Tass correspondentin
Zanzibat from 1967 to 1970, dnd
then for two vearsiin Sudan«f
A-In the 1960s and’ 19705 Sov-
8t strategy, accordmg to - - Mr
Dzhirkvelov, was to take' advan-
tage of ant-colonial sgntimetit
in Africa and gain political in-
fluence over African countrids
by - tying - them to. the: Sowct
Um'm -economically, iy fii 6

Fi'h

«Zanzibar was regarded as the |

€«

gateway to Africa”' because -
'of the openly - pro-comrunist:,
regime -which tonk power then -
after . the , Zanzibat revalution '
of 1964, Under its’ ‘President, |
Abaid Karume, Zanzibar: was

hbstile .to the: West, while re-|

céiving vast amounts  of aid
from the Soviet: Umon,,East
Gcrm‘.ny and China, =1 ¢

iIt was pertly to moderate |
this Marxist radicalism on his!
doorstep that Président Nyeréere |
in  neighbouring : Tanganyika |
proposed- .the unitéd-, state ‘of {
‘Tanzania. & .But Zanr:bar con-
tinued to pursue pro-commumst
policies semi-independently.' -

{President Karume: told Mr |.
Dzhickvelay . when . he. .arrived
that  Zanzibar - was to bé". an |
“island of freedom” on;:iafm |
apalogy. with' Cuba in Jve Carib:
bean.. The number of. Sovmt

Hitkvelov’s *tl'me “From',

\mder 300 wheén he’ ‘tiEst arr ived |
to well, oven..400 by, the, time,
he deft: 6 1A 24 ERdy b
< Mr. Dzhirkvelov soon became

Séviet control over Zanzibar,was
ngt increasing in- proport;on‘
-tthe econdmic. conmbutnon.‘ M
% This .Was,, partly because the
Zanzibac “léadérs éapltahied on’
the, Sing-Soviet spllt by. playing’’
the Chinkse’ off against. the Rus..:

-{communism on’ offer, says..Mr
‘1 Dzhirkvel v, Prestdent Karume
prefcrred the ‘Chinese, g thé
igtound that Chinese techmclans
and iworkers were, happf to Tive
iri- hostels' and receive lo

! The’ Rdssnans began. to " lose.
thelr position.”. Soviet’ d\fh uls
tids;" Mr.i Dzhirkvelov dlsclose$
‘|were’ éampounded by ectorsiin
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.’cmys feedmg near the- piopo

#ware, he told- The Times, ithat'ip

tO.

Soviet - advnsers" proposed ' the ;
comtrucnon of:d: funa pl‘oc"ss- 5

ing:- plant: Ir ‘betame - “known,  Union had supported some 08"
'h.'

however iithat :the fishing ‘ves- .
sels “supplibd by ‘ the Russidns’;
were: slowet+ than: the tuna fish,'’
and"the necessnrv’“equnpmént
[would: have o be. bought; frbm "+
Japan, since: Russxa did not pro-
uce. ity 2 B ook i :
«:The cost of bmlding the
port. complex iwas “in; anyfcase
prohibitives, Existing-port.facili
tips were'Il.)ﬁmg ?sed fm,' loadlhg

lces., Jonly: tesule 2, 83 s,
I\X Dihitl':veloré* ' ould haf\)r'e
{ en that.the fislyy would hwe
cnded up- smel]mg of claves’ and
the cloves smelling of fish”

‘He has dther examples oF
avhat_hé calls- econamic, adven-
fuirism? by the Russnrﬁs i Bast
IAfricd

iIn* 1969 he Iearnt from the
Sov:et -ambassador : mwMogadx-
.shu ‘that:the. -Russians were .
< ibuilding . a"huge “dairy’.conplex -
-m Somalia because there  were
séd
rWas’ completed

PRI
i H

xsﬁ - The daer
fatzconsiderable tcost; U butl by,
“thén there were 1o+ ‘cows left to
be mxlked, since Somali farmers

‘are nomadic and the herd had
-arioved élsewhere,

Bué the,y principal.; Soviet,
’m;stake in. Afrma,- ‘says ;. Mr,
“D7h1rkvelov, .is ‘. serious “The

#Russians, -he-argues, have. very:’
ittle understandmg of:: Afucan
agranan ‘and.. tribal societigs,”

adv:sers n Zanzrba-x‘ wqe du ring, ‘and dssume ghat socialism on the . KGB and in pcrmn to M. V..V

;Sovnet ‘maodel
inevitable.}
l .In . Tanzania

sl smtable and

he =~_Russnan=

E'werc' em:ouraged by President!n

*N ererc’s espousal of a socialist

ilosophy, but failed to grasp
that he was. an “ educated man
lin the Western'_mnuld ”, and his

k: elov dcmes that

ania
g : Mr Drhxt
mtscalcuht ons of - this ¢
.arise from a condescending .or

snans.AOE the " two . models ' of ieven - racialist .attitude; on the\:s Relation
» Soviet officials © in:
‘Africa, althouz’h such attitudes

iparty ‘of

undoubtedly - exist,. he ' says,

{mthm the Soviet Union; But in
Sovict
w. pay. .blundets: aré‘attnbutab!e rather,

iAfrica, - he. : believes,
to the rlgxdly ldeolngn‘.hl Sovnet
approach faretn 1'~,= e
| " The Kremlm, he' says, bften
backs the - wrong . *horde’- jn

n 'W'

‘kind

“for. Moscow, wluch had* coma
* pletely- failed to fnresee the
» election 6f Mr Robert Mugabe
as Prime Minister, and had once?
again backed the wrong horse in

.was: - speculation, :: unconfirmed ;
at the . nme,*ﬁat -the i Saviet:
4

; the alleged * conspn;te

h
?;atxrkye}n, ,Mr Joshua Nkomo.
“Moscow ¢onnexion’ : Somalia - and’ -Zanzibar; ‘Mr}
Soviet off:cxals ine :Dar Sbs ! Dzhxrkvelov points . out, ; hav e,

Sal"am ‘werd: ¥ extremely WOI‘;‘bOth expelled their’ Soviet ad:’
jed ». . that thxs might: emerge ! YHETS- Egypt, which expelled
il d + thet all, Sov:et persounel . in, 1972
accused ‘says: Mr -Dzhirk¥élov: -was regarded by:Moscow. as  a
tho’ughl not. Mr: Kambonas-had’ safé-Soviet domain to the last
“ closB.ties ? with the Ruisians, Mmomeat.. / Si%: months: before -
:/:Me, Dzhirkvelo ‘al. Presidént” Sadap’s i expulsior’
‘most all , of “:th ; order, .a member of the  Pnlit.

“instructions < to - “réport it buro;. Mr. ,Bm,xs I’opnmmev
‘Soviet Embassy anyimention ‘of; Yisitad Calro, and was :mpres«ad
‘Russia.: ing, exposure, a: by - what he ‘construed £&s tthe

:number.. of KGB agents A ithe: Tgvm!am’ Udppetite s foif Mark-
‘embadsy. left ;Tanzania™ before’ :sm-Lemmsm, despite warnings
the. trial ended,® indlrect--pronf froim” Sovict officiafs ini. Cairg
“of Sov:et mvolvemqnt to’ which , that the Sadat:Government was
the 7} Tanzanian* .v{aaurhormes going: in. an unmxstakdbly pro-
turned a blind eye;" : Western ‘direction. ® “
- As for the Sudﬁn, Mr- D7I-mk- “The . Soviet- Umon, -saysh M
vclov recalls ‘an “even-greater Dzlnrkve!ov ‘his: spent millions
mxScalcuIatnon when “the - Rus-'| of iroubles in" Africd, with: very
sians supported and. perhaps  Jittle' v resulg, ¥ ¢’ Mr: ¢ Kivame
even msplred a - communist . Nkruinahif’ Ghana; President
coitp against President Nireri | Kerinéth Kuanda in Zambia and
tin July! 1971, - Mr. Dzhirkvelov,| Dr. Milton « Obote -.in - Uganda
-who,'was_in Khartum, through- Svere all: at :variois: umcs the.
out this period, foresaw-that i “objectriof ¢ mlsphced Sovml_
thére weére such a coup. it hopes. TR eryies Atiy e
would undoubtedly be crushed, | "Ghana was bnce thé mam KGB
and;, the ‘Sudanese " Cominunist’’ base in-Aftica,” but *nd’! more,’
Party would be. destroyed: ‘whilé" Zaimbia, “does not+want'
- He'made this plain, he claims, 3nd - ‘never did' want™ Soviet
‘both’ - in (d:spatches *for_ -Tass,-; helpf ‘Asfor.'Uganda, "Moscow'
‘which “to {the: *aven made what Mr Dzhirkvelov.
onsiders the “ appalling érfor”
“I(u“etsov ‘a *member. of ' the of JBacking Dr’'Oboate’s successor,:
: Soviet - leadexshlp who @ visited “Xdi{"Amin,* sunplymg‘ hin” wuh'
‘Sud‘m in Macch. Rut.the,Soviet. the arms - ‘and s Fequipment™” ty’
‘murhotities, sincluding. the . em hatutain® & re:gn of terror,
Sassy in Kfmrmm believed thta ,*The"iomet ‘military intetven: '
commumst _coup would suc ition in Angola and Ethxopla and
ed. “'the ~usd . of Cubari ' troops . Mr
It took Iacn in July,, under ‘Dzhirkvelov seés 45 'a gamblers
M’uor Hashim al:Ata, and ivas: :throw’ to tuin the ‘tide; :, '
; put :d‘“‘m ~within | three - days In Afnca, and /in thé 'llm'd
;Dresiden orld as. 2 whole, My Dzhirkve:
lov believes, the Soviet Union’ s
t a disadvantage in. competltxon
wuh China and' the West and
v o will remain so as fong as it’is,
Hever recovered The Soviet ai-i blinkered by an’ inflexible' ideo-

b‘assador was asked to-'leave, IOEY and . the dtctates of.‘self-

':u‘r: 4

gre ‘passed 0

b

Nxmerx ‘was rfturned -

arity

. of ©his’ staff.“Mr {mterest P
; v stayed ‘on as Tass | iportioirot Haw" £ Cnmt’mt
v, correspondént for another. year, Tartdrs wereideportdd. r 4 Fei v

h'ithe difficult uiask, of ‘pre-
sentmg; wbat -had. llappened for

]




