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“A cmm’s gmup haslamed—-after a two:year

) mmnganon—-that former- officers- and:. agents: of
" the Central. Intelligence:: Agency. Wwere- accessories

both before: and after-the fact in: thaLetelm—-Mof- 2

fitt murders.’?: -5 =N o o
This report.was part of &mmlgramsenz tomenp
bers of the Washington press corps umtmgthem to-

- a press conference on.June:25, 1980 at: theUmwd

Methodist Building in Washington, D.C. The mail-

gram from Donald Freed of Los Angeles-promised:
that evidence would be presented that would:. show

that both the FBL and CIA had:foreknowledge of:_'
the -murder plot: against-Orlando-- Letelier; the
former Chiléan cabinet-minister in-the Marxist-Al--
lende government. Letelier was: hlled in Washmg»"

ton; D.C. in September 1976.. -

Nothing was said at-the: pras confcrence that

provided any credible evidence that cither the CIA
or the FBI were: accessories-to the- murder- of Or--
lando Letelier. Donald’ Freed' the. leader of the
group that called the press conferene promised that
a Newsday “teporter, - John' Cummings, ‘would"
charge that the FBE-and: the CIA both had advance .
knowledge of the plot on Letelier and that a former -

- U.S. attorney-**knew where the-orders came from e

Mr. Cummings failed tohveuptothat billing. .7

Another- member -of - the: graup, ' Fred. Eandis,
focused on thechargethatl’..etehu s killes; Mu:hac!
Townley, was under the control of a Chilean named
Rafael Otero Echeverria. He.claimed that. Otem
.had worked forthcmkduring the-Allendeyears in”
- Chile; but offeredmwproo?’ Nor did he submit’ any‘
proof that Otero was a controlfor Michae} Townley '
-or that Otero hudany ClAconnectlonat the time of’
the Letelier assassination. & i< idis gnewsiniis
. A fourth-member of- the group; Dr; Wnlliam F
Pepper; complamed that the FBI and-CIA . had: re-j
fused to make their files o Townl¢y available to

the group. Repper, who was the originator of a'dis~

credited 1967 charge: that: the. United- States had:

“been responsible. for killing or:wounding a million:
children in Vietnam, also charged that the greatest
threat to freedom of the press in this country today

is that “‘the people, the masses, are-digesting
slanted interpreted accounts—oiten written in- the‘
halls off intelligence—of very critical- ‘events.””

Pepper provxded no: ev:dence to back up that:
charge. =~ ¥

_The only. exxctemem at tlns overly hyped press.
conference came whem Reed Irvine, editor of* the-
AIM Report, asked’ the members of the. group if "
they agreed with CIA defector Philip Agee s.state-:

‘ment.that the KGB was doing good things because’

they. were.on the right side. Did they apptove of
cavert operations wher-carried oyt by the KGB or -
the Cuban DGl and dlsapprove whenthey were car- |
neéoutbytbeClA? R
Landumadealengthy speeclr uueplym whxch he
sa:d that the CIA-uses the KGB and Tht communists :
as scapegoats. Irvine said that Landis. had not an- -

‘ swered his question’ and- insisted that he and-the -

other members-of . the: group answer it Dpnald :
Freed, who several years ago had beata cHarge that
he-had sold grenades to-a Black Panther with the & i
-defénse that he had been the victim of an agent |
provecateur, actused Irvine of causinga “provoca-
‘tion.”” When one of the mémbers of the group said
‘he was willing to answcr the quesnon the followmg g
'dmlogueensuecf T A
_-Freed: I want you to see how provocauon 1s-lct§
me handle this, - =+ >
—~ lrvm& The questnon has noﬂ:een amvered and !
demand amanswer. RS g
- .Freed:” Watch me- anct see how provocauon is ;
handled ‘Listen to me-carefully under his shouting. ;
“This is_an-agent: provocateur; and I want" your 10
watch carefully his modé of eperation. =" " -
- Member of audience: Who are you?- =~ - ¢
lmne' L am Reed fmne. edltor of the AIM

Report ’ AR -

- Freed: 'Watcﬁ-hnm carefnll? The AlM chon lS
one: of the groups‘ that spr&ds s!oncs that the
Lcteher murder was aleftwing: plot '

" Irvine: That is not true;: e i e ae

". Freed: This gentleman works thh Dawd Atlcc
Phﬂhps._ LT LT e T e
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