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1776 Spyg_ﬁeed Remams_} C]aqs;ﬁed o a

It’s nn#ecret that the Centml Tntelli-
gence, —\gencr routme}y' engages ‘in
economlc #spionage aroitnd the world.

The ClA's economic spies are hrchly -

regardel, and sometimes givera: presi-
dent his first. inkling about~what is..

happenirg in the never-never land of 3

dollars, yens-and. marks. It:-was-from -
the CL\, {cs example;. that President
Carter firss Tearned in: 1978 that the-y

United States had slipped from firstto £

sixth - placm(among 1he~:woridfs insi
dustrial nationss o Saaehes ey

This uniqua brand cf espionage may
be less romantic than the .Iames Bond- -

styls*of spying, but it is no less impor- |
tant It hashecomea major partof the
'CIA’s operations since’the derring-do ~

days” of” Wcrld War ‘I and, Vtha'CoId. .

~ economie . aplonag .
beed a function-of American sples -for
more ‘than 260 years. Yet sucn. is the
absurdity. of the CIA’s obsession: with
secrecy that the very first economic
espionage-missicn' on record—in 1776 -

_—is still apparently classified as sécret -
~ bythespy agency.

P earmetatr e

The documents that dewil this ﬂedg-
ling entry. into. international - intelli-
gence are contained’ in the CIA’s His~
torical.”.Intelligenee . - Collection - at-
Langley. Despite the fact that the in~
formation.- eould - hardly compromise-
U.S.. espionage activities? in:-1980:~the-
record of-America’s first venture into-
economxcesplonage 13 still classiﬂed as
contidential. £ ns e Fiiw AT

The. secret—pubhcation tells: of, the
m;mor;ass!gged_’tgr‘ one:Williani' Car-..

..’w S EAT ULk

rmchaef who Wwas sent: to’Holland Iate

in"1778 in:the guise of “a'merchant to

gaininformation-for'tﬁe Committee of -

Seeret- COrrespondeiice@"the‘"CIAs :
predecessor i i Lhe* €ontineatal* Con‘ »

gress, -
Carrmchaeh
Deane, a lawyer>and" busmessman

-from Wetherstield, Conn., who was
sent to France by. Congress to obtain -

‘" national security-affairs adviser Zbld-

, the Polish-born- Brzezinski as the mzm°

militagy.supplies for.the.newly, inde-
pendent British colonies.' Deane. inter- - -

- pretéd his. mandaté broadlyenough, to.
recrum Carrmchael to- -do-a little eco- -
_ nomie spying.- iy v

- Deane: “tasked Carrmchael w1th a-

number: ot*economlc intelligence re--
quirements,” the CIA’s secret history
discloses. ‘It then quotes. agent Car-

., . michael’s:repert.to the €ommittee of ,
- Seeret” Con-eapondence from - Amster-

dam:on” Nov.~2,"1776."1t was sent
through 4 secret mail ‘drop on St. Eus-
tatia Island and told the Revolunon-
ary CIA: :

“4You have been t‘lreatened that tha
Ukraine would supply Europe with to-
bacco .. I have seen some of its to-
baceo here, aud the best-of.it is worse
than.the worst of our ground leal.”

Why this materxal is;still. secret. is. «
anyones guess It seems unlikely that

the 204-yeamld mail drop on St. Eusta-
tia: .is-~ im- 4 danger. - - being
comptomised ote OT, that. the quahty

of :Ukrainian.tobacco is a secret that

must still be protecteds~ 7 .
& Moseow. on Muskie: Cyrus Vances

“departure from Foggy Bottom hasn’t
_caused ‘Kremlin: Wasmnctomwatchers

Pappegny

“wateh. - . : s
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10 lose any ;leep, 'accordmg to LS m— 1
telligence experts. ;: -

Whaile Xmenican pundns have :mecu- g
lated that Edmund- Muskie will have
more clout at the White House thag, |

l
niew: Brzezinski:the Russians are :
under no such:illusions. They stiil see. |
who-has the decisive-influencs overp:
Carter’s foreign policy. .

Soviet intelligence analysts consubt:,
Muskie's appointment as strictly a po— X
litical move inteaded to help the presi-
dent’s reelection campaign. Unless.bar
stays.on past the November electior,™
the Politburo pois will continue to ass:
sume tmt Brzezmsh is the one~ B
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