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"By J'ERRY BZLCHL"R
‘Times Saz;j w/rz.er o L

M'guel Nassar IIa:'o -former cmef _
of Mexico’s natioral security agen- -
cy,- surfaced in Los Angeles on

WVednesday to heatedly deny that ;
he wasa CIA spyor an mtemaucnal |

car thief.

Nassar Haro's apoearance in the -
‘Century City oifice of attorney
Marvin Mitchelson came shortly af- .
ter the lawy er filed an $11-million"
libel suit:in Superior Court acamat
Time Magazine.

In the suit, Mitcheison seud the
magazine called Nassar Haro- “a
conspirator” in a car theft ring, and
that he could bt be prosecuted in

’zmd Central Amenca g

- Grand Jury in San Diego returned,

this country because he was 2 key |

source for the CLA on Mexican add
Central Americanaffairs. - v~

atiorney in San Diego earlier this

_momh by the-Reagan Administra-~
“tion,: reportedly lost his job because®
he pub’xrly identified Nassar Haro
: 8s “an indispensible? CIA source.:
Th‘e’Kcnhedy statement was prnt-'ﬁ
“ed inthe March 25 edxtvon of the San
“Diego Union, ~ -

Mitchelson said he has demanded,
that the newspaper print a: retrac- |
‘ tion within'20 days or face-a libel ]
“suit similar: to that med agamst
Time, - .. '

' Spokesmen for both the nagazme
and ghe newspaper said they wxll
stidK'by their stories. + -. .

Mifchelson said .Time's Apnl 12
, Story, was based largely on. the-
" Union's s reporhng of lhe mornth be-

fox"F
he 52 year old NasSar Haro.
“spehking through an’ interpreter.
.Wednesday, emphatically and at
times angrily said that he was in no.
" way involved in the car theft rmg
and never worked for the CIA.
. “No, absolutely no,” he said. . %
Mitchelson said Nagsar Haro had
snrved in the'Directorate of Federal
;Secutity (DFS)—Mexico’s. equi-’
“valeft cf the FBI—for 20 years, and
7 headéd the agency from 1977 until
last January

~ Ndsgar Haro said he reslgned his '
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_poht for personal reasons, Mitchel-{ ‘"

son said later that his client had re- :.

.| .signed because his prmcnpal backer "
in . the’iMexican “government had .:,-
1.failed in his bid for the presidential b
.1 .nomination. In any case, Mitchelson +
{.said, the resignation had nothirig to "
-{.do with-‘the car theft ring, allega-~ -
{ tions of CIA connectxons or Amen--'
_can news storles

ne In its;March 26 story. the: Umon'
- said Kennedy's attempts to prose--r

:-.,

‘cute Nassar ITaro for his role in an !
'$8.4 million autd theft ring were "

-"Lhwarted by top U.S. Officials™ be-

cause the Mexican. lawman was."a
most ‘important “source m Mexico .-

e Implncnted in News Repozt

“The ring «;mnggled stoter: cars y
from Oranpc and San Dicgo coun-
hes for saleiiy Mc\dco : v

% The newspapcr said that a fodcral

scaled indictments agamsl 28 pcr-:
sons involved in the ring last year.:
Last July, the story said, 14 sus-

-pects, including three Mcxxcan DFS

agents, were arrested.

. *Fwo of thesc suspiets xmphcatcd

f Na .s.lr,' the ncw:, aper. 6:ud Ken-
William H. Kennedy, fired as U.S. " . e

skl

AS.

>_a_

‘ “take the matter up. with the DFS’
S - purchasing agent.

nedy was'given as a source fox Lhe
-.story. ’ o d
y "’l‘hat s not truc Mltchelson said
Vednes'la:y “There was oniy. one
member of the DFS ever involved
n this (and) Nassar had fired.him
i . 1don't know whe‘eMr Kenne-,
dy got his information -7 < but (it)
is very, very mcompletc And Mr.
‘Nassar:wasn't being protoc’ed by
he CIA or any olber avnncy in this?
country.” T
- Nassar, Haro ldcnuﬁcd the fnred
+DFS agent as Ricardo Rodnguw
He said he. fired the man in April,
» 1981, for. getting into a drun\en al-
tcrcatmn at a sports stadium, * >0
“.He also said another man named
"C)pnano Rodriguez, whom he had.
epeatedly :turned down when he
~dipplied to join the DFS, had offered :
. to sell him a yellow van. But, said
* Nassar Haro, he told Rodrigue7 to

S

% »%
.r'

e 4
+.The. Union: story s said— tmd the
¥ Time story ‘°<cnllallv wpealed—»
that an FBI ir’ c*m'ml 1eported sce-
ing Nas.x $°70 “reccive a ntolerx
‘ycllow van iras. M*ofhx«s ageuts.”
" Mitchelssn sai that ‘néither. the,
3 new:mper nor tha ‘magazine tried ;
) Lo reach Nassat Haro for comment |
“on their stories. “He' was comacta- :
ble,":the attorney said. "and no one i
contacted him.” =~ : . 30 - vy
.. Nassar.Haro said he. has ,bnen
working as a buuness consultant. m
;_Mexxco City. R
*«1"“The slory is obv:ous » Mxtchel- -
‘son ‘said: *“What’s happened is that
“Mr. Kennedy came into office’last
_Noévember, picked up the remnant’
;Of an investigation. . .- One of the:
‘thieves (in the auto theft nr'g) said !
‘that they “delivéred. . 25 a. yellow !
.van'to" Mr. Nassar, -Mr: -Kennedy. |
ir{xay have chosen to, behevei
7,6 o : et
.+ He said Nacswr Haro “probably 135 ;
ans indispensible source because he |
‘has 'devoted “his (professional). Me
tocatching certain terrorists
But I éan't tell you why Presxdent 4
Redgan or anyone else put pressure ;
.on Kennedy toresign.” ve: % i, 5vic]
i { Nassar Haro said- that as head of.
the DFS he has only ‘exchanged in-
formation” of mternaumal 1nterest
w:ththeFBI
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