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24 April 1984
EICER%GVA/ SHRER: Nicaragues is again in the news tocay, enu uur '
TIGHETING speciezl Centrzl Americe cerrespondent, Charles Krause, is again just

e 3
teck from there. Judy Woodruff will hancdle both developments. Judy?

wOODRUFF: Jim, in Niceragua the government is reinforcing its troops near

the Hondurzn border. The Szndiniste leacdership expects new attacks by the
U.S.-supported rebels known &s contras. Lest week, government troops fought
w0 mzjor tattles with the contras, and accorcing to the Nicarzguan defense
rinistry, 120 rebels and 19 Sandinistz scldiers were killed in the fighting.
Tne Nicareguen government has been pressing its claim that the UniteGVStates

Is trying to destroy the Sandinista revolution. Reporter Charles Xrzuse, on
assignment for this program, tezlked Sunday night with the head of the
Sendinista government, ‘Comandante Daniel Ortega. Krzuse asked about :
American activity directed &t Nicaragus, including aerizl spying by the CIA. 5

DANIEL ORTEGA (Leader of Nicaraguz) (translated by Krause): We believe
there is a continuity of the flights from the bases the United States has in
Fanamenian territory, flights, also, which leazve from Honduran territory and
from Salvadoran territory. These have been continued. We know that the
North American government, more specificelly the Pentenz... the Fentagon,
has completely measured tc the very last bit of territory for their military
purposes, which they can use both for ClAgents (sic), CIA agents, in their
terrorist zctivities, such as mining, or they can use for broader actions,
such &s an invasion by the United States of Nicaraguz. That's the point and
the goal of these flights, and they intend to keep the information bp to
cate Dy continuing the flights.

KRAUSE: Well, now, the Reagan acdministration has justified nining your
poris becauvse it savs that you are trensshipping arms from Nicaraguz to the
guerrilles in El Salvador. Is your government involved in shipping arms to

the guerrillas in E]l Selvader and providing other assistance to them?

CRTEGA (translated by Krause): VWe've been very clear sc far as zffirming
chat it is not the pclicy of the Nicaraguz government to carrv out
ectivities like this transshipment of arms. Our support has Been limited to
the political areas. 1In fact, we've been.very, very assertive in presenting
internationzlly, both in the United Nztions and to the Unitecd Statés,

-

specific proposals te try to find a political solution to the problens cf E
Salveador. :

YREUSE: What is the Reagan administration's objective with regard to your
government? ORTEGA (translated by Krause): They're trying to destroy the
Nicarzguan revolution; that's what they want. Why? Because they do not
understand the changes which are going, which are being gone through in
Nicaragua. These are errcors which have been carried ouvt by different
adninistretions, &nd now this administrztion is carrying it out again. They
6o not uncerstand, in Latin America, the desires cf the pecple, and that's
what lezds them to carry out an erroneous policy zs in this case. One day
they pose ong thing, another day, znother thing. And one dey they szy the
problem is the arms traveling to Selvador, and next day they say, no, now
it's these zlleged centers of transmissions. They themselves say publicly
thaet there nc longer are arms trafficking, or zt leest it's diminished
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