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Bulgarla Suspected of Smugg ng

e

\ Y By barrGllbert

) to The Wask m

ROME—Bulgamn cmnnsx.have lmen-beovnlyu
*~implicated here in:arms, drug and- clgaret.te smug-'
~'gling, according to several judicial and: police in-.,
" vestigators. High-level -officials -suggest that the
. East Bloc state may use the proceeds from. smug--
glmg to finance spying or terrorist acuvatles..» Lk

Bulgarian officials already have been accused o of
havmg a role in the: May 1981 attempt to kill the]
pope, and judicial investigators are studying a pos-"

- sible Bulgarian-attempt at involvement in.the Red
* Brigades:-kidnaping of.U.S.. Brig..Gen...James, [...]
Dozier- in late- 1981, Several Bulgarians. also are
under investigation for possible. mvolvemenhnnan :
- alleged plot to kill Polish: union leader~ Lech 3
" Walesa, All of the chargs have been strongly de“"’

- nied by Builgaria. ... :

The sum of the mformat.xon obtamed in’ t.he 4
- various- mvestngatnons of the Bulgarian ‘govern-*]
ment’s role in alleged criminal activities suggests
at least that Bulgaria has had little regard for Ital-

- ian laws in its desire to earn hard. currency, in the
view of observers here.” @ - A

More seriously; some: observers see a pattem of _

behavncr suggestmg that Bulgaria may have re-

:ﬂv—{,—.“‘—'j 4,.;‘:(”}." ‘-},,
placed C7echmlovakxa as :thes bast.».Bl
most eager to support terronst actwma her&as a1

- means of de;tahlhzmg\thls faithful- NA’I‘O coun-;
- try. In this.view, Bulgaria is-Serving as. the Krem<
lin's “henchman ~by planmng as;sassmatlons,

+yother covert: ‘operations. | el i
‘There have heen no? ‘new ‘major.developments'in

““the’ probe into the attemptto-kill. Pope: John: Paul

. 11 since the arrest last November-of..a: Bulgan;ﬁ
+ “airlines ofticial on charges'of ‘active” comphclty in
. the case and~the later mphcatxon of’two former’
“ Bulgarian Embassy officials in’the attack. But\the
_activities of .the magistrates i fnvolved in the papal
probe and the other. mvestlgam)ns involving. Bul-
garia suggest that the various cases may be related .
.. Rome magistrates-Ferdinando Imposimato_and:
: Domenico Sica; who. are assigned to- the case re~
lated to the Dozier kidnaping, and Judge Carlo

" Palermo, who heads"an mvestlgatlon into ‘a,major
~arms and drug smuggling ring, have- mterrogated:
. convicted papal assailant Mehmet Ali Agm in
* prison. The three:Bulgarian ofﬁcxals ‘weré impli-
. cated in the papal- shootmg pnmarlly by Agcea’s
. t.eaumony, ‘officials say. SRS T

’ Palermo -returned Thumda)r fmm,‘an»ll-da

“ment in what was termed a “continuous influx” of

 responsibility” on .the ‘part of the Bulganan gov- -
- ernment that he described as “intolerable.” - :

emment over the country’s state enterprises, it is -
clear that the government itself must be mvolved,”

ciolo’s reported contacts with-Bulgarian officials. --

‘left Union of Italian Labor, was that he sought to
arrange a meeting between Red Brigades terrorists

visit to Sofia, where he- mterrogated Beer Celenk

a Turkish businessman who has been ;mphcated
both .in smuggling and in the papal“attack. He
reportedly arranged to_offer Agca 3. rmlhon West
German marks to kill John Paul. . PR N

.-Palermo, a magistrate in Trento, is raponslble
for the investigation of a giant arms.and narcotics -
ring. According to his probe, major decisions by a
gang of Italians, Turks and Middle Eastemexs
were made at regular meetxngs in-Bulgaria. : -

“The .court documents in .that-case state that.
Bulgana is a narcotics producer as.well as a key
country of transit for the smuggling. They also say
that shipments of arms have been rerouted -from -
Bulgana to msurrecbomst groups in various coun-J
tries. ~soma oo LR g

A recent report by the customs pohce on cig- -
arette smuggling cites Bulgaria—foliowed by Ro-r
mania—as the principal culprit among East Bloc
countries in tobacco smuggling that has been
going on for at least a decade. * -

Late last year the customs police ﬁled a sult in
Trieste ‘against the officials of a. Bulgarian state
trading company, Despred, for its alleged involve-

ST

smuggled cigarettes from the-Bulgarian ports:of
Burgas and Varna: and from the Pmner and Soﬁa
train stations. ..

Socialist Fmance Mlmster Francmco Forte who
last month sent an official note of protest to the
Italian Foreign Ministry over the issue, said that
the evidence accumulated so far reveals “a.direct -

.- “Given the tight control of the Bulgarian gbv- B

Forte told The Washington Post. o
{ Another inguiry, involving alleged apxonage X
and terrorist activities by a jailed Italian trade :
unionist;-Luigi Scricciolo, is continuing into Scnc».

The Italan press has reported that one of the

accusations against Scricciolo, former head of the ‘l
international relations department of the center- |

holding kidnaped Gen. Dozier and- one or more -

Bulganan [Embassy officials. ... s i
e :;-; — _'- W*:,"
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