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LETTERS TO THE EDH OR

R =

The Post’s editorial of July 28 [*De-
stabilizing” Jamaica”} is both nloglcal
and factually incorrect. i

e i

Prime Minister Michael Manley does
not need to “declare a state of ‘emer- -
gency and suspend elections” to-serve-
out his term: Elections in Jamaica are.
not due until early in 1982, but the"

prime minister announced his. inten- -
tion to exercise his constitutional right '
to hold .earlier elections.- He -will .an- :
nounce the date'as soon as he is advised -

by the independent electoral eommis- .

sion that the néw electoral process ne-
gotiated with the opposition is in place.
The decision "is- undeubtedly: his to -
name the date anytime between now

and 1982. He has decxded upon fall 1980

- The state of‘emergency approved by

_the Jamaican Parliament in 1976, which :
" was lifted in 1977, was very effective in

dealing with the “destabilization - that

was then taking place. It is widely be-,

lieved that the unfounded references

.‘Destabzlzzatzon m:‘-

Tan

toa state of emergency. and to mﬂxtary
solutions fed to sections of the overseas
.media by certain forces in Jamaica are
part of a campaign whose purpose is to.-
undermine the:capacity of the govern-
ment to: deal effectively with the de-
stabilization - that- knowledgeable - ob-
servers agree is now taking place: - .

-+ The government of Jamaica has been
assured by the security forces that they
-are quite capable of dealing thh the
matter under existing laws. - . 1. i g

» Speaking 'at-a ‘press’ ‘conference -in fi

New York- recently, Prime Minister:

Manley made it clear that he did not ac- *

- cuse the U.S. government of undertak- .
ing this Iatest round of destabilization.
"He.saidithat he had. accepted assur-

#:.ances glven by the Carter administra-

“tion: thar the U.S. government .was not
involved‘and that he had no: evxdence
tosuggest otherwise, » 37,

Since Louis Wolf [editor of the Wash-
ington-based “Covert Action Informa- .
tion Bulletin”] identified 15 Americans

in Jamaxca as CIA agents partxmpatmo
in a destabilization campaign, Prime
Minister Manley has made no state-
ment that alters the dovernment S posn—
tlon

" The Post’s statemem: that Mr. \Ianley

“actively supported Mr. Wolf’s action” .
is false. I'totally reject the implied sug-
gestion that the government should’
gag or in any way interfere with any
branch of the media. I also reject the

.suggestion that the government should
suppress “the right of our.youth to

peacefully disseminate information or

.~ express their views, however much we
‘may dxshke or- \d.xsagree w1th such

views. i - e
leen a sxmx]ar sxtuatxon in’ your

country, would The Post have dared to

suggest to the president that he influ-

“ences the press to”suppress news or

commentary or that he influences, dis-
ciplines or gags the youth arm of his'
political party to the point where they
are prevented from expressing a point
of view in a peaceful and lawful man-
nier™T dare say. you' would rot. The
Post’s sugvesnons are an affront to Ja-

‘maica:- and-alltother Third.. Worlds

democraczes to our, people and to our
way oflife... ;.5 Tastossy wrn LR ET

.. Jamaica is not a dxctatorshlp It ls}mt

a fascist state. It is among the strongest.
democracies in this hemisphere. Thein-.
ten’uon ot the government, of Jamaica.

isto strengthen not weaken our demo-

cratlc tradmons and: 1t wnll pa;r the

price ‘of “articles ‘such' as, The Post's
rather thanbe diverted from that path._
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