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‘Covert’ Means ‘Last Resort’

In the afiermatb of the Bay of Pigs
debacie in 198). Presideni Kennedy
waniec & postmortem from someone in
the Wnite house whe hed not-been di-
rectiv invoived: so he asked Walt Ros-

tow for 2 recapitwiation of bow it weni. !

SO WTONg.

The repori was secrei. But 1 recall :

“moelibly what Rostow™toid me was his
bottorn ime: leaving aside the execu-

tiop of _the_operation.—he Lhought -t !

_oniv fair w bear in mind that “the ClA
oniv-gets terminai cases™ when conven-
tional means have faiied. The CLA wes
being asked to unde covertivawhat the -
policvtnakers on high had beenamable
to ‘preven: overtiv. for whaiever rea- -
sons -lack of foresight iceological
heng-ups: domestic political Inhibi-
1ions: clumsy dipiomecy: & mistrust of
.1be potenus! of umelv foreign 8.
Fostow's rui o’ last resort gues W the
hean of the corent controversy over the
Reagan acminiscration's Cenwral Amer-
jcan policy & 1 ks nicely iaic oul in & e
cen: repon: b U House Permanent Se-
jec: Comnmitte on Intelbgence. ]

-Contrany 10 the compiaoms .of some
critics wino woul heve prejerred & mish-
mesn o biparisan compromise, the
foree of Tve TepoT © M the vefreshing
parcy-ime preasion with whicb the 1ssue
ic joinec. The nipe Democrabc commit-
Lec mempers tel! why they voted to end
cover: Cls suppor: 10 insurgent forces
insige” Niceraguz. while voung an exiré
& miliion ir over: help to Honduras
and B Salvedor. The money would
mostiv be for bullding barriers and in-
sialiing ragas, sensors and otber sophis-
ficated equipment to choke off Ncara
gua’s Supply lmes to the kfn'st:veoelsmv

£l Sdivaaoz. The frve

Republicans tel

why thev think this
 greveiy undercut the

approach would

l
|
f

i

" “The argument was Over means, how-
ever. no. ends. The importance of El
Salvaoar's salvauon from commmism
ic taken &s & given So is the Mandst-
Leninist menace from Nicazagua. The
El Salvador insurgency ‘.‘c‘\epen.ds for
its lifebiood . .. OUISKIE ASSISLADCE |

from Nicarague and Cuba,” the Demo-

crazic majority freely concedes.

At.this point we confront Rostow's
Rule: the commitiee Republicans would
turn the pauent over to the ClA for cov-
ert treatment They are careful to argue
& distinction between coverthy aiding
Nicaragyan insurgents for the purpos ]
“interdicting” supplies w0 Ei Salvador |

. fwhich as ell the -current law permits)
and actuallv’ conwibuting - 1o the nsur-
gents’ prociaimed purpose of overthrow- .
ingthe-government in Manague. -

- <Batthe minority ‘members speak of ~
“attempfing to ‘disarm or neutralize
Nicarsgus” in 2 wey thal -nnmasks
therr. {and . Ronsld Reagan's) resl-oe-

eof !

sigrr to unbio the pest by replacing the !
Seodmysta regime with one more con- |
geral £o LS. interests. 1t is,-with ap-
propriste .modification, the “bey of
Pig< eniality. al work. _

“The mejority arpument. Quite sim-
oy, ¥s that this won’t work. The CIA
will be “muft” by being asked tc “con-
tinue an attion whose principel eie-
aneuts are known 10 all the world.” And
this common kpowiedge will fuel- hos-
ﬁie}gﬁgﬁgmda in & hemisphere with
Jong memories of heavy-handed and
imperious Yangui intervension.

More important. if the administra-
tion’s own cries of alarm are w be
taken seriously, the vear-long “inier-
dictior;” mission hes failec: when it fis
the administration .argument of the
‘moment, we are toid that El Salvador
is endangered by an -ever increasing
fiow of supphes from Nicaragua.

The administratiop (and the com-

- mittee Republicans) would aiso have

"us believe that inciting insurgency in

. Nicaragus will turn the Sandinista

government inward in its own defense, -
" .chscourage external adventurism, ep-

courage & willingness o negotiate. To

which ‘the commitiee Democrats re-

-spond thst the results have been just

‘the opposite:

- “Inflicting 2 bloody nose on nations
- achieves & purpose no different with
_ nstions than with individusls. It tends

1o instill e deep desire 10 return the
- ~fgwor. “The Sandinistas are no different.

Their-policies have not softened. They

have hardened.” -

What's more, 2 U.S.-supported
Nicaraguan insurgency actually *tends
10 bind the Nicaraguan population—
even those with little enthusiasm for’
the Sandinisies—1iogether .against the
threat of atiack.”

The Democrate arpue that their

. open approach is the best-way to show.

US. determination and commitment.

. The Republican answer reads like a,

declaration of bankruptcy. “With the .
stakess0 high and with the uncertainty
of US. -resolve, the -povernments in-
Centra! America would be unwilling 1o
work -with us in the over: program 10
reduce the fiow of external support 10
the Salvadoran guerrilias.™

If thet's so—if our friends won't’
work openlv with vs in thelr own de-
fense—ther, the US. position mey be
so weak thst it cannoi be salvaged by
either overt or covert mesns But
OVeTT-versus-covert is nonetheless what
the curren: oebate is all about And
Rostow’s Ruile is an apt reminder that
when vou are talking “coveri.” vou are

talking last resort.
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