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ROLE OF AMERICANS
[ITLIBYAN WARFARE

GONFIRIED BY U,

Stata Department Depzcts Anji
Aid to Quaddafi's Attacks- =
as ‘Reprehensible’ Act -

ByBARBARACROSSETTE ' .|
SpecialtoTheNew York Times .. .. 3]
WASHINGTON, Nov. 2 — The United
States teday confirmend that Americans:
had been involved in military support |
activides in Libya.and called the in-
voiverzent “reprehensible*> | .
Accerding to Dean Fischer, a State
Department spokesman, American citi-
zens have been servicing planes of Col.-
Mvammar elQaddaii’s Libyan Air:
Feree, incinding 0-130 transports a.nd
CH-47 belicopters.”
Mr. Fischer also said that he muld
ccnfirm that American citizens had also
served as crew members on charter.

flights from Libya to Chad on United] |

African Airways, a Libyan line used to]
ferty troops and equipment. But, the
States Department spokesman added,
*‘Our information is that they have nct
been pilots” cn either the military or
troop-carrying charter planes. Libya, a

hasbeea warringin Chad.
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‘Against Interest of Peace’ ;

He added: *'1 want to repeat that we
fird it reprebensible and-agdinst the in-
terest of peace and security in the re-
gica, for anycre, including American
citizens, to contribute to Colonel Qadda-.
{i’s ability to carry out policies of ag-
gression, subversion and terrorism.” -
. Several pilots and technicians re-.
cently returned from Libya, who were!
interviewed by The New York Times,
said that without the personnel and ma-
: terial that bad been found for Libya in’

l the West; Colanel Qaddati would have
Fhad difficulty sustaining the mterven-
-tionjnChad. -. Lol T

-Mr. Fischer’s comments appeared to
‘indicate that the United States had
“known for some time about the involve-
ment of American citizens in, Libyan
mnﬁaryettombuthad mtmadetbein-
formation public. On Oct. 23, the State
Department had said that there were po
“indications that Americans were: in-
volvedwiththe Libyan Air Force., -~ -
U & HeImplies Talks WithC.LA. -~ *
" Mr; Fiscber said today: *“We choose
‘not to publish all the information we’
“have, particulary sensitive information
"based on ronpublished sources. When
we are asked questicns relating to-such
activity we are obliged to get authoriza-
tion from other parts of the U.S. chern-
ment inorder toshareit.” -
" Mr. Fischer indicated that therehad :
been discussicns.with the Central Intel
ligence Agency abcut reports of Ameri-
can involvement in Libya. Mr. Fischer:
saidbecmldnoigomtodataﬂsotsuch
discussicns. © .
* ‘The Central Itxtellxgence Agency has.
repeatedly denied that it has any in-

mer agent, whois now under Federal in-
dictment for illegal transfer of explos
ﬁmmﬂbﬂvﬁauaﬂxyﬁwm’rﬁp

i pnﬂad that recruiting activities in the
i United States and Exrope by Mr. Wilson

tmtlslnmd.whmnbyannwps
. bave been in virtval occupation-since
1ast year. mub,nmmbacﬁngthe
Chadian - Government .-of Goukouni
Quedded against ‘still active
_pear the border.with ths. Sudan, which
_hasbackedtherebellion.. . . ‘.
Ammmm:-Ameﬁm!ntdB-
gencaofﬂdnh.l.ibn which has pur-
chased an arsenal of military supplies

| terial assistance’ to effarts by the Or-

‘volvement with Edwin P, Wilson, a for- ;

(pany controlled. by Mr. Wilson. This
o { would put Mr. Wilscn’s program outside |

from the Soviet Unicn, is severely short

e

; + of people tramnea 10 vse ana maintain

the weapous and other equipment. With-
out Soviet advisers and the pilots and
technicians recruited in the West, the of-
ficials have said, Libya’s armed forces .
wouldbe immobﬂxzed. -

The pilots who were mterviewed b_{i
The Times said that Americans were |
flying air force aircraft, including heli-
copters bearing the beyan Air.Forcein-
signia, r.hat were used in the interven-
tica. e 4

- John Anthony Stubbs a Bntxsh pllot ;
who worked for Mr. Wilson in Libya
earlier this year, said that-he had flown |
dozens of transport missions to sguthern
Libya, near the border with Chad, car-
 rying arms and other:supplies. He said

( that the C-130’s he flew brought in fuel
} peeded by 'Soviet-built-.and Soviet-
| manned MIG tighters.*‘We were logisti-
? cally keeping the’ Russxans MIG’s air-
i borne,” hesaid.

" U.S. Wou]dAidO.A.U.

- Michael D. Bedwell, a former United.
States Army pilot. who returned from
Libya Oct. 8, said in an interview that
*if the Americans left, nct one Cluncox.!
‘helicopter would be flying."”
Mr. Fischer said today that the United
States would be willing to give “ma«~

ganization of African Unity to replace
Libyan troops with African peacekeep-
ing forces. The organization, backed by
France, has been trying to assemble:
such a force for several months. »

The State Department would not com-
ment today cn the legality or illegality .
of the American citizens® involvementin
Libya. It referrad questicns on the sub- !
jectthe Justice Department. - i

The Justice Department has said that:
the recruitment of American pilots and

-technicians would not appear to Violate
Federallaws.

Officialsinthe department said thatit
was illegal for Americans to enlist in
military forces of a foreign government.
In the case involving Libya, Americans

| were recruited and paid bya Swiss com-

‘11 thejurisdiction of Americanlaws.

s

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27_: CIA-RDP90-00552R000606440003-0



