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nR. CHAIRMAN AND MELBZRS CF THE COMMITTEE:

#s Commandant of Harinee and spokesman for our Corps, I desire
to discuss certain features of the pending measure. ,

I have never opposed the principle of unification, although
I have exsressed strong disapproval of the objectives underlying
tne original Collins Flan for outright merger of the armed forces.
I am in accord with the over-all objectives which the bill now
under consideration seeks to attain.

Since reading some of the testimony which has been given be-
fore this Committee, partiéularly that of Ceneral Eisenhower =nd
the Under Secretary of War, r, Royall, L1 have become increasingly
concerned about the danger of lessening the degree of civilian,
including Congressional, control over our military establishment
by concentrating great powers in a sirgles individuval. As a
result of this testimony I have become anprerenslye of the results
that may ensue unless those powers asre more eiarply defined and
there 1s a clearer meeting of minds as to just what authiority is
vested in the Secretary of Hational Derense.

, I think 1t 1s apparent to éveryone that this is a bill of
the broadest national character, with a heavy impact upon the
¢ivilian as well as the military structure, I am sure that any
imperfections will be adequately dealt with by other witnesses
a=zlled before tri: Ceomiitbtec, witnecces whe are losders in the
- fields of government, education, science, industry, and labor. and
who are competent to speak in the broad fterms necessary., My ouwn
- comments will be confined to the military aspects of the bill, and
~within that field I shall 1imit myself still further to those
. Qefects of immediate concern to the marines.

Stated concisely and with respect to the Marine Corps, the
~defects of the bill are twofold:

Fipst: It affirms the existence of the liarine Corps
without expressly stating the rolss and missions
vhich the Corps is expected to perform.

- Second: It comple tely excludes the iarine Corps from
participation in the Joint bodies and agencies
which the bill would establish,

In the balance of my statement, I shall elaborate upon these N
defects and attempt to convey to you their full imporst.
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The failure of the bilI;to.assian specific*functions to. the
Marin jGo”ps is a source of ‘grave concern’ to - -me; Tor it allows
: he: Corps to be stripped of everything but name——to reduce 1t to
a:role.of military impotence. -1 -wish fo. Awell ‘upon the posiflon
of extreme vulnerability in which the Corps: will be placed by
enactment of the 0111 in its present f rm. : :

Unless a statutorv statement‘of the missionsvof ths mar*ne
Corps is included, its functions become dependent solely upon the.
arbitrary 1udgment of the Secretary of National Defense. The -
size,.the character and the organization of ‘the Corps will Iie
in. nis hands. -There-1s not a single specialty which the Marine
Corps: has brought to a state of perfection which cannot be sum—
m 11 “transfe d to some. other service,

$§otionr106,of tne bill- ; sy
the:Marines and which goes no further than to affirm ths presence‘:
of:- ;Aarine Corps within the. Department. of" the, Navy, contains ne i
guaraniee that 'the Corps will retain -a s} ingle ‘one’of the charac-. :
teristics it has uOdaJ, with the one exception of its neme. As an
guarantee of vigorous iarine.Corps existence, Section 106 is S
completely without deaning unless 1t ig acco %anied by a staiement

of wnat ths roles and missions of. tne ﬁarine orps shall be,

Aﬂbclieve that Congresq and the people haye.a clear-cut idc¢~,

8 to the sort of mHarine Corps they wish to 'maintain. I believe

thot they wish’ to maintain in the future the same kind of a Marins

Corps:they have xnown in the past--one’which servés aboard our :
shipsrof war and guards our naval stationsw—one which protects

: ‘one- who.ch has developed. amphibious warfare: and wh’ ch
,tands ready Ain"substantial’ force to sail with' the fleet to wage

There is‘only“one‘way to 1nsure that tne nation shall have
this: ind of” harine Corps, That 1nsurance—~thap guaranteeaqis a

egardLit,as highly,appropriate, as vell s-urgently neces-
i.that Congress speciBy’the Tunctions of” the,Corps.nuTQ do so’
18 n ;more-than to state the reasons for its existence. ;«hen ¥
Cong ess calls. the: severel armed gervices. into
nizes'a specific need for ench of the several: components of

national security., The very,existunce of each' omponent is

qskwitself whether the traditional need for an “amphibious fiyhting’
forcefin-beinv st111 exists-—wnethsr ‘the- need for a Harine. Gopps




If it determines the Herine. Gorps,
Axist then it should be set forta -in law-~othe rWise tne imyl c
and legally ignored.

vhe other'defect of.tne bill as it affects the Marine Qorps,

s the exclusion of Harine representatives Trom the joint bodies
,nd agencies to ‘be. est“blished or given, statutory recognition by
‘the bill, From the Joint .Staff down to the Central Inte1ligence
Agency, the participation of Harine officers 1s not mentloned.

As the bill now stands, it denies to these Joint bodies the
‘wealth of experience and unlque knowledge of a Corps which literaily
epiltomizes Joint op wtions. S ) :
, &he Earineﬁuorps has participated in joint opera ations through-
out Ats entire ‘existence, - The joint doctrines of. both tne Army.
and “the Navy today are in large part the -résults of the" rescarch,
tudy, and thinking of Marine officers who, for:twenty years
prior to Pearl Harbor, devoted ‘their conscientious gnd- wnceasing
efforts to the formulantion, and perfection .of :the’ methods and
teéchniques of ¢ phibious warfare in Jjoint operations. 1 ask that
Marine officers be included in the several Jjoint . tonrds and -
gencies. I ask it because they have n distinct and substantiai
gontribution to make in the. field of iqtgr—service coaniin tion,~
: 'contribution ‘born of their experipqce. -

ted An-my onening remwrks, ﬂnd I repcnt in closipg,

:that“I qm in accord with the objectives which this bill secks to
pbtain. With respect to the larine Corps, the necessary changes
are.few in number and simple in characier——the inscrtion of o
rglear statement of the status and functlons of. the Corps, and a
‘8light rewording-of certain sections to.provide for Marine Corps
representation in the: appropriate. joint bodieg and agtncies..rl
am.prepared to submit drwft imendnents which will accomplish.
these changes.‘ :




