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Newsmen arénf sples

The Central hgence_
Agency announf'a{ﬁ:%’ls that
it would hire no more newsmen.
. as spies, and we applauded ;

. Now Adm Stansfleld Turner

“the CIA director, says the poli-~
 cy has been modified to permit ~

l the use of journalists by the -
' agency with the: approval of the
- director.

' This modification should be
‘rescinded and the CIA should
return to the ban on ‘“‘any paid.
“or contractual relationship with
- any full-time or part-time news
| correspondent accredited by
any U.S. news servxce newspa-
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per, periodlcal radlo or TV net- .
work or station.” .
If not, Amencan newspersons.

. -abroad will lose credibility with

their foreign news sources and
with their American audl-

. ences. ;. .
- Foreign correspondents can
‘serve their country better by:
‘providing the American people-

with a-full, unbiased, indepen--

.dent account of foreign affairs |

than by providing a cover for
espionage.

Reporters serve society in an
important role, one they cannot
perform with credlblhty if any.

of them become secret agents
i EELL . . e %
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Admiral Stansfield Turncr, d:rcctor of ;clllgcncc
‘Agency, created something ‘of 4 ‘zomhimotion at 4 meeting of the..
Ametican Society of Newspaper Editors in Washington last month.
when he said he *‘would not hesitate’’ to tecruit a journalist for 4;
covert operation “'when it is vitally important to the nation. '

It may be a sign of the tension of the times that the. CIA"direct

made such a statement—and was 1mmcd1atcly backcd ‘up: by |
President Carter—after intelligénce. agency policy :against’ such a-
practice had been established only a few years ago. In 1976, George
Bush, the current prcsldcnnal candidate who was then CIA director, -

announced tegulations stating that the CIA would not enter into any,

paid relationship with any full-time or patt~t1me news éortespondent -

accredited by a U. S. newspapet, news agcﬂcy. pcnodlcal
television network.

Admiral Turner's statement to the cdltors a.mount
wholesale repudiation of the 1976 policy and at the same tin rvcd
notice to any enemy or potential enemy inimical to ‘thi :
the hunting season is open on newsmen:; CIA repudidtion of . the
policy against employing newsmen had the immediate effect of
justifying expulsion of correspondents from Iran and any other

; tadio ot

country unfriendly to the . United States:'on the ground that
¢ suspetted of being spies. . h

Ametican journalists either ate spies ot af
Neither the change in policy. or; Tutfier’s announcement of the
change could possibly serve any useful purpose in the cause of

~week’s_ill-fated attempt to"rescu¢

ntry that .
perform a mote uscful function from the standpoint of the national |

national sccunty since it could only g

.information which_this country obtains thtough. thc news media
about what is gomé on'if fotéign countries; Why. the CIA or. any|
other government agency fot that’ matter: would ‘want. to put
estraints on the free exchange of news with other countties escapes

~any reasonable explanation. ‘Why. Tutner, with ithe; backing of

President Carter, made such a statement at a time of éxéteme tension
in our relations with Iran s cqually difficult t6 understand. -+
‘The importarice of maintaining ouf’ abxhty to obtain riews from
other countries was well. dlustratcd}b .4n incident; followmg last
:hostagcﬁ in.Teheran.
Following the rescue attempt, a g ent briefing was held fot
the benetit of the families of the hostagcs; ‘Afterward, 2 member of
one of the families said the bricfing was ‘'boring’* and that he got
more out of the news reports than hé did from the government.
1;The incident served as 4 good example of the robability that
newsmén who ate left alone to pursué their work in foteign countries

and international mtctcst than they would as pmd undeicover
agents.!

Beyond that, ncwsgathcnng by forcxgn correspondents is already
hazardous enough without having the director of the CIA announce
to the world that some U.'S,; corrcébondcms may be agents in the
pay of the American government: ™ /
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*lic’s; eyes ‘and ears’ broad is difficult = _group, however,-there are & few who |
nough these days-in'many parts of the . wil| take the bait and muddy the wa- *
world.without the added burden of dis- .~ ters for the rest. Beyond that, the fact
rust and even danger of being suspect-. = that ‘the CIA is known to countenance -
ed'of being a CIA agent. . ="' » 70~ such hires is enough to cast ‘an.unneed~
_ hos réi~:: - Then there is the'inevitable problem ¥ ed shadow over journalism. -3 ‘
left’' by George Bush, then “director of.i;"" of"divided loyalties:* which gets: first’ . - When Mr. Carter appointed Admiral "
the agency, in 1976: He issued a flat “**“priority from such:a doublé agent, his - Turner in 1977 he asked his appointee "
prohibition on hiring: newsmen or put--- ” responsibility to report.the news ‘or - for assurances that he would conduct |
ting.them under contract and on send- ° serve the government? Finally, how the CIA “strictly in accordance with .
 ing agents out under *‘cover” of beinga  would such a journalist report on the the law and with American values.” ~_ |
. journalist. s el o CA itself; -an agency frequently in  Admiral Turner’s policy, which has .
: qu»CIA’directdl}~St_an5field171‘um§i§ fieed of investigative coverage? ' "' 1 been supported by President Carter, is
- has saidetre-waived that worthy rule on ' You may-ask, can’t journalists take ='a danger to the press whose first re- |
three - occasions and- “wouldn’t hesi- " care of the problem merely by refusing  sponsibility is to report the news to the
tate” to waive it again-if he felt the - to work for the CIA? Certainly, they ~American public in straight-from-the. |
situation was “‘unusual” enough to re- | should. In.any *large professional _shoulder fashion. ..~ . b
quire it. It turned out that noneof the~.| . . o 0 70k L aRnE L LEL e """'""'"""'"

We thought : ne: time the' question
of the Central Intelligence Agency us<
ing- journalists as-agents — had bee
settled in the-publicjinterest — by. th
| CIA’s banning the practice. - &

That, at least, igihow matters were!

2oy

three .journalists actually’ served.- as |
agents, but the CIA had been prepared ©*
* touse them. = iy T <nfE
Admiral.Turner;
with the American-Society of ‘Newspa
per Editors earlier this month, said he
could see nothing amiss with.the prac--
tice. I don’t understand the connec-..
- tion you make betWeen serving your
* country and being free,” he told.the ed
itors. “,jYOll_.t;an_c_lgcpovﬁ_x;.’;.-;;rk:;; R
Well, we don’t understand how"th
admiral ‘can fail to-understand’ why=;
{ doing both is intolerable for a responsi-3:
. ble journalist and why his even sayin,
he approves the practice creates-
rious problems. - " S
The role of the journalist as the pu

- S . -

" discussing,
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_under certain ‘‘very.
exceptional jcircum=:

.approve recruiting’

: of the three rnstances had crrcumsfances
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oj reporters

At ~ne point in the recent convention of i
the American Society of Newspaper Edi-

. tors in Washington, the sound of an:egg

hitting the fan nguratrvely could be

aeard.
it came when Adm Stansfield: Turner,

the director of the Central Intelllgence .

-

Agencv told a crowded session.. L,.the -« GIA, FBI owany other government intelli--
nation’s. daily: news- z

paper edrtors ‘that ..

stances, ‘hef would!

R

had done:sé on three
occasionss in“ the.
three.. yearsw.since.-..
President _Carter.’.
named him director. .. -
of Central Intelli= ="

fallen together so that the newsma.n had

One of the frrst edrtors on hns feet in the-
following: question‘ period was A..M. Ro-
senthal, who-as executive editor of the
New York Times shares responsibility for”*
the safety and integrity: of one of-the big-
gest stables of foreign correspondents in”
American newspaperdom.: i

““Do "you-think. it's’ worthwhile to cast
into doubt the.ethical and: professional
position of every foreign correspondent?”
Rosenthal asked. “This endangers not'
only the ethics of our work but the physi- -
cal exrstence of our forelgn correspond-
ents.” el el

Rosenthal. was echoed by several other.
editors. All of them seemed surpnsed ‘and:.

" perhaps embarrassed by. their surprise; to.’

learn thatriTurner three yearsyago ha
aitered theipohcy :which had. beenj
nounced by-his predecessor as CIA Chief;"
the current presrdennal candidate:George._
Bush. - »we R sl ,w,*&%ﬁw‘,%
Bush had declared that it:was'CIA pol

recruiting’ news stnngers of foreign
tionality: R :,,

Endently most of the editors, includmg -
me. thought that was still CIA~ policy:. h
- Equally evrdently, we were wrong. .

Later, in an editorial, the New. Yor'

Times stated the position which I think *

most (but not all) United States edrtors N
would share:r ... - : &

“We-argue from the premxse that free N
American inquiry around the world has a -

reater-value than any occasional mtell!- .
gence’ mission. American reporters cannot -
long function-abroad if forced tooperate:y
under a cloud of suspicion. They*need to
be what they i‘epresent themselves

W

Sanmzed Copy Approved for Re

as agem‘s

mdependent seekers of mformatron whlch
they communicate to the public. .

In a memo: to client newspapers. ‘H. L.
Stevenson;” editor-in-chief of-the world--

‘wide United Press International news ser-

vice, said, *'UPY’s policy forbids the volun--
teering of-information or working for the

gence or law enforcement agency.”..... . -

all group:

pported hi

» Adm. Turner didn't back down, and lat-_
:qr Presrde Carter, in a conference with a:

| No ‘journalists' presently -are: employe

ation: wherem the real seeumy of the
lhited States is involved:. ... I think a.
-of correspondents are- patnotic enough
‘do this”” "

v-of an Amencan reporter depends-abso- -

; ltnely on: his not being the paid or unpaid
: secret operatrve of any.agency .but his

wn news employer — especiallynot of a.
government_agency, and even.more espe~
.. cially not of.a government intelligence
:agency, valuable though that agency
mrght be to national secunty £

{ The-work of American reporters and
photographers overseas is dangerous .and

" difficult enough. without the added hand-

“icap of-their government’s:spy. chief hav-
ingrannounced that one of them ]US'C rxught
be a secret agent. - :

I'do recognize — as some of my rellow

ra'

editors do not — that the: stated- policy of §
thes CIA director in some:cases may be

bwde the point. In all too’ many. countries,
the press is.totally controlled by the gov-

ernment, and Joumahsts areerther spie:
oFlgovernment tools, or:both? =1 s‘!
-4 :;such 2 country, all the. demals of the
ctor of Central Intelhgenca mrght well
no be worth- the paper. tovwrite them -
down on. Foreign correspondents are like--
'ly*té ‘e.assumed: to be spies because the’

;:’loca‘l‘t ‘can; hardly conceive that they

" ¢y never to use an American newsman as W
* an agent, although he did: not. rule out.:- -

't be. Besides, if theé head of the
sian KGB were to solemnly declare
th“ivthe Soviet reporters-in the United

Sovi it 'government, ; would- .
imAOf course.not? > *

fro

cnnt em'— it wouldn't' surpnse me a bi

i

;,Patriotrsm isn’t the pomt The credxb11r~ »

Statés arefree and mdependent of the -
we_ believe

: at least to "Americans- it ought to.«
mattér that ‘most foreign- correspondents"!
realide they must not accept.commissions
the CIA or other government agen-*
ciesd [The: CIA' may continue:to try. to re-.

- bat-heart-wrenching though the partic-§
ular’aiimation might be; it is the reporter’s
o his readers to-turn owu the re-

1
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New CIA charter shouid pmh:bn‘

® v

the use of ;oUrnal sts ‘as spies

THE controversial issue of  existing. relanonshxps of thls In recent weeks, Congress

the use of journalists as in- sort O PR ... has been conducting hearings
telligence agents is back in SR :;w;' ..~ on the drafting of a proposed
.the news again, as.a.resultof.. As. recently as- November;- charter for the CIA. Not only

comments by Adm. Stansfield. 1977, Turner himself issued a - _.should the regulations prohib-
Turner, .the director’ of theh:j."‘:{’lén'gthy“se't“of ‘regulations' 're-' ting the use of. journalists.as -
Central s Intelligence Agency jterating " the ban: on using: intelligence agents- be. in-
(CIA); at the recent-meeting: journalists®and also. prohibit:z.: corporated -into. that charter, -

of the*American.’ Socxety offxm ing: the’"CIA‘* from; "’usmg ‘the
Ne\;vspaper Editors -in “Wash X name or facilities of any:U.
ng 0“-4 Lo ‘:‘3',.",‘ news orgamzatlon as a “co -

Turner told the convemng v r or agency act v‘mes
editors:sthat he ‘‘would not

hesitate” to recruit a journal--

or any exceptlons

-.One of the prmcxpal roles of :
- o, 3 the press is to maintain scruti-
However“) the last sectio : ;‘g’ °ft§°."emme“t ?blt’; tf do-
g . those regulations said. there - this, the-press must be entire-
f‘s;hfe%r 1taxsc 31’;‘;&3;:;::&%2 _would be no exceptions to the }thlndepengen:;f ggfir“me“t §
to the natlon R ““~‘prohibitions except ‘with "the- " 1h€ €. Dy.'ne of. any.
-specific, approval. of the CIA journalists as - ag,f;"ts casts

Thxs would seem to. put the director. And-there were _Suspicion on all" journalists
issue right back where it was >, those who warned at the time ~ and raises the possibility that
before 1976, when George*? tt;lat l:hxstlgst sentence negfat:d one of them may be a spy i

_ = *all the other provxsxons of the:

r}13c‘;t.lsrk11ceté1 ex:'etglflzﬁ{:nscm:t{at?:g‘ fregulatxons S weecs In da f‘"’e’gﬂ COUHU‘)’, who
that the agency would not en- : - }\voul talk confxdfn nalfly ttg an
ter into any paid relationship.. - In the. light of Turner’s re- w;nser;;an r:sp}(glie;r ‘;hat '3;:
with. any full-time or part- :: cent: -comments, it now ap- re rtex): \?v(;s a C}; A- agent?
time journalist and, as soonas - pears those doubters - were po gen!

feasible, would terminate any. nght L e —g‘p‘i)r‘::ros ::g:ﬁg :i;e;vl(; ;2::

- was a possibility that their ar-

S gt

foms: .ﬂnfs/ﬁ qence, Jlm-. ticles were strictly CIA propa-
YIASHINGTON, DC- 20003 - ganda or, at any rate, based
Front  Ediy’  Other on information: “planted” byd
AL 2 ' the government? "7 ¢
HUNTINGTON, W.VA. : L *i
HERALD-DISPATCH - Indeed,- the CIAs recrult-ﬂ
APR 2 2 1980 ment of journalists as_in-
MOBRNING ~.43,007 ‘telligence agents could

SUNDAY -- 50,287 - endanger the lives of all U.S.
. joumahsts abroad if some for-

' eign government: suspected

 that they were intelligence op~

" eratives and not. really forexgn ;

correspondents v

- For these reasons, xt should
be obvious -that the CIA" and |
the press need to keep.?each
other at arm’s length.”

we&“" .
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Central Intelligence Agency were riot communi-

" seas as well as allowing CIA

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/09 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100110021-5

CIA and ]ouma.lzsm don T mzx

By John R. Finnegan
Executive Editor

It was.clear from the question and answer:
session that the editors and the director of the

d D"‘l

cating well.

The director announced he
had.returned to an old CIA
policy- of using newsmen as
sources for information over-

§
¥
3

o

agents to pose as pewsmen. -
One - thing - that« bothered
newsmen. was that he had re-:
turned::to+: the - policy - three
years«ago:and. most edxtors A
missed the switch. =~ =7 v &
The other: thing -that both-» : 3 |
ered newsmen was that Admi- -~ . Finnpegan 1
ral Stansfield Turner, the CIA head, seemed to
have no.understanding of the reasons why jour-
nalists object to being used by the mtelhgence :
agency -

]

The occasxon for thxs encounter was the con- :
vention of the American-Society of Newspaper
Editors. in Washington, - D.C., 10 days ago.-
Turner. was there to explain the “new look™ of
his agency and to get support for proposals L
pending before Congress.. ‘

He said the CIA has been more open in 1ts
operations since 1975. “We are on the front pag-
es all the time. The result is that today the-in-
telligence profession must adapt so that it'can
be more open with the public, yet control that
openmness so that we can still do our job effec-
tively.” .’

Some edxtors took that to mean the CIA
wants to be open on'its terms only and, as.one
editor commented, “What’s new about that?”, .

The openness - pohcy bas four dimensions, -
Turner said, including impact on internal oper-
ations and organization; work with the rest.of -
the-executive branch; relations with Congress -
and dealmgs with the pubhc and the medla

. Internally, the agency is movmg towa :
‘“more corporate” structure which he describes.-:.
as being more consultative, more collegial: and**'/

“better orgamzed for- long range. decxsiona o

making.”

He uses legal counsel more today, he sald 'He,,
tries to. keep more key people in the agency
informed of overall decisions.

2 ~‘»-, O

“The disadvantage . . . is that as you increase-- s merican editors were emphasizing: that any

the number of those who know about a secret-:
activity, you also increase the level of risk tbat

_that actmty will be compronused he sand. -

As for relations with the executive: branch
there are more intimate ties with policymakers
and their deliberations. “We can be more effec-
tive in-
tional
theu' concerns really are. A minus, however, is -

9.
fent o . . . . LN

'mae editor’s motebook

> is expect:

; Turner wants to cut the- number to the two CIA

’%to provide the CIA with names of informants

. will ever be revealed. The argument is that for- '

or informants could be jeopardized. .

" ‘FOIA, Turner admitted. But there is a “percep- -

- “unique case” if a CIA agent was sent into a

" mere fact the CIA would. use. journalists to-do--
. its’ work undermines- their-integrity.as. mde-a,;

. ments but -was unwilling to see the problems 4

roviding the data which they (the Na- - PoSed by American newspeople.

urity Council) teed if we know what * '

that the probability of a damagmg leak of se-
5 cret information is geometrically proportional
; to the number of people who know it.”

There is greater interplay with Congress,
Turner said, which “helps us to keep in touch
with the public, and helps us {o understand what

” The primary ‘disadvantage is “the-
danger of leaks. In terms of leaks, Congress is -~
no better or worse than the executnve branch.” =~

law requiring the CIA to notify seven commit-
tees of proposed covert or secret actions.

He also wants “hmlted rehef" frorn the F‘ree-
dom of Information Act under which the pubhc :
can ask for data concerning CIA operations. He
claims that foreign governments are refuctant

for fear the names will be released under the.
FOI act. They want a guarantee that no names .

eign governments think the lives of their agents

“ No names have ever-been released under the

tion” abroad that our courts- rmght permit re-
lease under the law.  * . .

Admiral Turner, understandably, does not
want to jeopardize those sources.

But Turner does not understand the journal- -
ists’ opposition to his policy of using newsmen ,
and women as CIA sources abroad which also
could jeopardize their lives. True, he said that it
would be a “unique case” when he would ap-
proach a journalist and seek assistance in infor- a
mation gathering. True, he said it would be a-.

terrorxst orgamzatlon posmg asa reporter s st
- "But he did not. seem to understand that the Y

pendent newspeople and could put theu' hves in-
peril in forexgn countnes. IR RN e

TR S

“He expmsed surpnse at the assumptlon
that you are no longer free if you have a rela-. -
tionship with us. I think’ you can serve your. -
country and still be free.” - RS

He was -absolutely - blind “to the’ problem :

hint of attachment of journalists to the CIA
* makes them appear as arms of the government

and purveyors of propaganda L

He could see the fears of foreign govern-

/’ reds d'z.ewz ence, .gnc.
WASHINGTON, DC 20003

He is aslnng that Congress’ amend current |

In any case, ‘he is following bad publxc p? cy;
whxch I hope ‘American ]ournahsts will refct_

FREN B =
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. old controversy last week with his ‘assertion to a
convention of newspaper editors that the CIA has
used journalists for intelligence purposes on at
least three-occasions and:would continue to do so.
The policy i§ a mistake. MR

_ Mr. Turner’s argument, which President Cart-
‘er apparently accepts, is that if the national securi-
ty requires reporters to become spies, then they
oughttodoso. - :

The argument sounds plausible but really isn’t.

always welcome in most foreign countries. The as-
sumption is false; in a-Communist country, a re-
porter would be foolish to risk contracting to pro-
vide information to the CIA. He would immediately
'~ assume a risk of imprisetiment or, at least; expul-

harder for his successor, not to mention his: col-

¥
§

try to their readers back home. The CIA, of course,

! jgleans considerable information from stories filed

| Reporters As Spies?

o CIA,.Direéto‘l'vf,Stansfield Turmer stirred up an ‘bAy-‘foi'eignncbrrespdﬁdehts:'7f..-v e TR T

~ the press as envisioned by the country’s founders.

It assumes, for instance, that U.S. iournalists are . . bility. More to the point, how does such 2 policy dif-

ferentiate the U.S. from more resirictive societies

- . sident to suggest the issue turns on the question ofa -
- reporter’s ‘‘patriotism.” It is, rather, the question .
_ of how a reporter is expected to fulfill his responsi-

/bility of informing the public if thelatter has reason

_sion. Moreover, such activity would make it much '
leagues, to continue providing news about the coun- . -

_spy assignment. The CIA ought fo inter its pqlig;;#/

CoN

.

Worse, the CIA’s campaign to”recruit joﬁ}nai—' '
ists as part-time spies damages the essential role of

That role is necessarily one of independence from
government, no matter how well-intentioned an’
agency’s appeal might be in terms of, say, the na-
tional interest. That does not mean, of course, that -
a journalist has absolutely no responsibilities as 2
citizen. It does mean, however, that a journalist
who volunteers to be a spy destroys his own credi-

where the press is often viewed as an arm of
government? . v T S T
"~ It is fraudulent for Mr. Turner or even the pre-’

to question his credibility because of a government
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‘The co_rruptmg hond ;

v.»'*

Adm. Stansfield 'mrner, director of the -
Central Intelligence Agency, betrayed a
lack of understanding of the C leina’
frée society when he:said ntly he had .
approved the use of:jouwrnalists in “intelli-
gence operations and&would not. hesxtate to
do-so again. .0 .

"Speaking ‘to theé‘Amencan Socxety‘*ofv
Newspaper EditorsTurner said that in

three separate instances-he had personally - -

approved the use of’ journalists for secret
intelligence activities: but none had actually
been used. Turner:also.said he had no
current plans for involving journalists but‘
“that, if he felt a particular- situation 1!18-
txfxedthelruse, “I wouldn’t hesitate.” = - *5
‘Nor is: journalism: the only professxon:
Turner made clear, which might be used as-
a cover for CIA activity. ‘‘We fully share,’” .
‘he-said,.*‘the recognition. that ]ournahsm«»
rehgion and academia have a special place*?

in- our country. At.the-same -time,- wew._-
recognize that there-may. be unusual -cir-:;

cumstances in. which an- individual who is-
also a member of one of. those professxom,
maybeusedasanagen LR :

“Apparently surprised’ by the negatxve
reactions of the editors who-heard his

why you think if you accept an assxgnment
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© say, are opposed — as we are — to_.any

« Probably onI}; the Presxdent can over-|
remarks, Turner said: “I don’t'understand -

u.\»‘ :

from me’ you are. not free
. Most news orgamzatxons needless to

RS

. attempt to harness the free-press to. the|

. purposes of the state. Any such. exercise|

. would compromise the mdependence of the|
- press; generate suspicion in the eyes of the

- public and make it difficult for the press to
keep the confidence of its sources.:
"~ A. M. Rosenthal, éxecutive edxtor of the
- New York Times,. put it well when he told
" Turner: “You have put into question the
- real. purpose of American correspondents
and you have cast doubt on. the -ethical
posxtlon of every American correspondent
abroad.” ", 4

"The work of foreign correspondents -
and of ministers, missionaries and
educators who work abroad is dangerous
enough- thhout Tumer addmg new risks;
and liabilities. ¢ LA
*It is bad enough that Tumer has con51

ered the .use of these. professxons in. the
past.”But what is worse is that he still sees
- nothing wrong with it and would ‘engage in
i-such practices: if, m his opunon, the sxtua-
txon justifiedit, - -

“rule Turner’s wrongheadedness, and: he
should do so atonce. st
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) can’t understand why news: organizations
.are- so opposed to his plan. to- use foreign
‘correspondents. to gather intelligence for the
agency whenever he and the presrdent consider
it necessary. . ;

He got into a heated argument over this at

_the recent meeting of thé.American Society of

Newspaper Editors with several newspaper
executives, including A. M. Rosenthal, execu-
tive edxtor of The New York Times and a

4Pu11tzer Prize-winning former forexgn corre-

spondent himself.

“What you are saying is that if you accept an:ii

assignment from me to get some information:

. that can be very vital to.our country, that you
have lost your freedom,” Turner declared.

' that you make between serving' your country :

. is that neither will face reality:~.

“I'm sorry. I don’t understand the connection

and being free. I think you can do bo

" Previous CIA directors have gotten ‘into the
same argument with the ASNE that Turner dld
without reaching any:resolution, and the reason

Eanli- N FNE-RE

They prefer to speak in lofty" terms about a,
free press, independent of- the government, on '

) ‘the one hand, and patriotism-on the other.

"The reality i8 that American- reporters .

. overseas frequently swap information with CIA

agents on & purely informal basis, just as

Washington correepondents covering a congres- :

sional investigation frequently swap informa-;

tion ‘with the investigators, and just as pohcev ‘
‘ reporters swap information with the police.

We'll bet dollars to doughnuts that Roeenthal

E followed thxs prsctxce when he. was.- overseas,

B
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Medlafz} '

IA DIRECTOR Stansﬁeld Turner says he»'

. and pamcularly when he was reportmg fr m

‘the CIA puts correspondents on.the payroll, as |

- collect intelligence. Such talk instantly puts

" cloud. -

‘CIA agent.  This inevitably makes his work 4

S -Turner and his successors would do well
; snmply to let nature take its ‘course. They-

' correspondents. . , »

¢ - national - secumy, theyll let the CIA know

Eastern Europe. ».«: e
There S nothmg wrong with it. R

An obvious problem arises,. however, when',

the agency formerly did. They then begin
" serving two masters, and this can have perfectly
‘outrageous results.:- -

In the past, for example the CIA sometxmes
used correspondents on its payroll to spread
m:smformattou known as “black propaganda

In doing so, it not only subverted the press, it -
commxtted a crime against the public.

Another obvious difficulty arises when CIA -
. directors talk about using correspondents to

-"every American correspondent overseas under a

Every- correspondent becomes a suspected

_ more difficult by choking off his sources. -

" The ‘result-is -less mformatxon for both rhe
Amencan pubhcandthe CIA. TR

shouldn’t put . correspondents on the CIA-
- payroll, and- they shouldn’t talk about usmg

3

The 'correspondents wxll continue to swap
information with the CIA because it serves their .
- professional _interests. And, if they learn
anything they consider of. vital importance to ;

" aboutit.."
After all they are Amencans.
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Journalists

As CIA Ageﬁis

CIA DIRECTOR Stansfield
Turner had delivered a rather
routine address on the operations
of the Central Intelligence
Agency last week before a ¢on-’
vention of the American Newspa-
per Society in- Washington when
the time for questions arrived.
An editor asked Director Turner
how he felt about allowing the
Spy agency. to use American
foreign correspondents, a prac-
tice halted ‘when. George  Bush
was CIA director and in the
midst of a public outery. '

Mr. Turner drepped a bombsh-
ell on the assembled journalists
when he said that he had changed
the policy to allow the use of
newsmen for secret intelligence
operations only in specific
instances and only with his per-
sonal approval. -

The editors were dismayed and
shocked for they were under the
impression that CIA regulations
still barred the use of American
journalists as agents. They said
that they had been unaware that
current regulations allowed
exceptions to ‘be made with the
specific approval of the director
of the CIA. B : .

A.N. Rosenthal, executive
editor of' The New York Times,
immediately was. on his feet,
stating: ‘“You have put into ques-
tion the real purposes of Ameri-
can foreign correspondents, and

you - have cast doubt on the:

ethical position of every Ameri-
can correspondent abroad.”

CIA Director Turner, a former
admiral in the U.S. Navy,
seemed unshaken in his position.
He said that while he fully shares
the recognition of journalism,
religion and academia to have a
special importance to our coun-
try, at the same time he recog-
nized there may be unusual cir-
cumstances .in which an
individual who is also a member
of one of those professions may
be used as an agent.

Editor Rosenthal shot back,
*“Do you think it’s worthwhile...to
cast into doubt the ethical and-
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"be ashamed if he needed a law to

-physical existence of foreign cor-

free to utilize newsmen for

professional position of every
foreign correspondent?*
Director Turner said it would
be “naive” to think that a foreign
government. would assume that
journalists of any nationality are
free of association with intellig-
ence agencies. He said he would

protect his ethical reputation.
We are sorry indeed that the
head of our Central Intelligence
Agency today does not under-
stand the importance of keeping
our journalists free of the slight-
est taint of becoming involved in
a spying mission. When the CIA
ties with journalists were dis-
closed several years ago, report-
ers, felt this endangered not only
the ethics of their work but the|

respondents, especially those
covering not so friendly nations.
Although Director Turner says
that no American journalists cur-
rently are working undercover
for the CIA, there had been three
instances when he had approved
use of correspondents in CIA
operations but plans did not
materialize. Nevertheless, the
very fact that he is now on public
record stating that the CIA is

spying has harmed all journalists
working abroad. Such practice
violates the traditional independ-
ence of the press from govern--
ment and makes it difficult for
other journalists to retain the
trust of their sources. For exam-:
ple, in a country like Iran, the,
possibility that a foreign corre-
spondent was a CIA agent cer-
tainly would endanger his life.
The use of journalists as intel-
ligence agents has long been a
sensitive subject with news orga-
nizations in this country. A's with
most editors, we. thought this
issue had been well debated and
buried and we are appalled to
learn that it has been revived
under the Carter Administration. .
This is a- serious matter that
deserves the attention of the |
President and the Congress.




.....
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The CIA and the press

Stansﬁeld Turner’s remarks to the,« press thelr dlspleasure at some policy
effect that he doesn’t see anythmg of the West, they often harass or expel

EN

e

~wrong with his Centzal.Infglligence

using journalists. . for m-»--

Agenc
"femgence purposes is damagmg to

Western journalists—often on

charges of spying:

g Statements such as CIA Director -

American: newsmen working: abroad:.” Tumer’s-—made last week to an edi- :t
and to Americans athomewho rely on . tors conference in Washington—can
 them for information. 77 "% only further confirm the suspicions of
It would De naive o, think that oreign‘governments that U.S.:jour- -

newsmen and CIA" 33011‘5% have: no-.* ‘nalists double as CIA spies—and sub- -
contact-at all. Journalistszand CIA: jeetU.S néwsmen to close scrutiny. -

agents: can and have: been- mutually When thxs happens it becomes more
useful to each other by trading what- " difficult for the journalist to report -
both deal in—information. And .in'* accurately ‘and -completely, for his
some foreign posts,. partlcularly those ‘. accesssto news sources and to in--:
with small U.S. diplomatic missions, " formation’ becomes restricted.  How -
it is virtually impossible for exther not franMy would you talk to a reporter if. -~
to have contact: with the other:...:  YOU suspected hewasa CIA agent" Or:

YAt

which both understand that the’ news— Th o )
man is dealing with the CIA’ person. as - e,Amet'xcan overseas press tor
a government news. source, with the preserve its”credibility” and -its pro-i;!
reserve and skepticism that lmplxes fessmnal standards, should be on
and a situation in which- the CIA has«: gu ard agam st CIA efforts to subvert .
an arrangement mtl\the newsmanto o o 54 thenng T
furnish the agency with mformatxon-— . Some forexgn go ments may
using him as an mtelhgence source Or ' mever come around to aceept journal-
as a mlddleman in- making: contacL “ists.as objechve gatherers of informa-
with potential intelligence sources: - txon, rather-than someone. seekma to~i,}f'
- That kind of arrangement should pry into their innermost secrets, or at <
_ be abandoned by; the A1 '-fbestablased observertrymg to make’
 practice and as: a;Thatter ¢ :
. policy, for jt’make fiall newsmen
suspect as potenhar espxonage agents,
~ and increases the: nslrthat they; hke
* American dxplomats,A will become
used as pawns mmtematxonal poli-
tics.-It also vmlates' the tradmonal

'legence work it makes the task of %
overseas reporters that much-more -.:
dxfﬁcult. And.that. ulhmately affects :
* independence of the préss from the.’ the quality and accuracy of the news -~
government and makes it. more dif- - ,reports to the Amencan puhlxc- !
ficult for journalists to retain thetrust S

- of their sources. . - = m———— . , s
. ‘The Patriot Ledger welcomes expressions..

In a number of other [ untrxes-- oo .
um 0 . ;of epiniens by our readers. LetterS should be

ctual, temperate in language, and as brief
. as pessible. All are subject to editing for style

fas L2

whose govemrnents often- use the1
journalists: as - mtelhgence-gatherers

—Western newsmem are regarded a8

foreign agents. When Russia or East
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and readability, and to cendensation. Letters - - |
“sheuld ‘contain the author's name, valid ad- - -
 dress. and telephone number to aid in.veri- ¥
 fication. Neo anonymous letters, pen namesor - §

initials are accceptable. Poetry or copies of ]!

‘laHeare cant ta third nartisc will nat he
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. - rector of the Central Iitelligence Agency, to under-
: stand why the natiors newspaper editors object to .
any attempt by the CIA to récruit news reportersas

secret agents w for concern. .

Still, given his military background with its
emphasis on discipline and patriotism and the his-
tory of the clandestine agency he heads, his atti-

tude could be explained even if it could not be -

accepted by the editors who heard him at the annu-

al meeung of the American Society of Newspaper'

Editors in Washington last week.

But now Turner's position on this question has
been given the enthusiastic endorsement of Presi-
dent Carter. That is real cause for concern, for
although the President, too, was Navy educated, he
has had many years of experience in civilian gov-
ernment service and as President is supposed to

understand and uphold all aspects of the Constitu- -

tion for the people. He should know better than
Turner the pitfalls of the policy he so heamly
.approves.

Referring to 'I‘umers statements before the
editors, Carter said over the weekend that “in a

. rapidly changing international situation, whereon
occasion ‘our nation’s own security or existence

might be threatened, we do not want to publicly

foreclose the option of taking certain action that

mxght be necessary.” St

* THE PRESIDENT makes it appear the pressis

unpatriotic if it is unwilling to allow its members to
be recruited for CIA secret agent work while con-
tinuing to pose as journalists. That is far from the
truth. Rather, it is that the press regards its patriot-

ic duty to be the preservation of freedom of the -

press. And that freedom cannot be preserved if
members of the press are to do double duty, as
Turner and the Presxdent indicate they should be
willing to do. ’

Once even a single member of the press is
known to have been recruited as a CIA agent, the
effectiveness of the entire American press is handi-

! capped The sources which now are wnlhng to pro—

- e e =

-,Carter Should Know Better

o i THE FAILURE of Adm. Stansfield Turner, di-

: CIA-RDP90-00806R000100110021-5

vide mformanon to the members of the news me-
dia, because they trust them, will refuse to provide . -
that information, even to those journalists who -
have not been corrupted by affiliation with the CIA -

or other secret intelligence agency. They all will be
suspect. And the result, it must be stated again, will

less about what is going on.

* be that the people of this nation will know lessand

The American press has been fighting for :
years to maintain its ability to report and distribute
unbiased news worldwide, despite the strong ef- -
forts of some Third-World and Communist nations °
to use the United Nations Educational, Scientific .
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to control - -
that flow of news. It has bé®n modzTately success- |
fulin that struggle up to now, but what chance does ":

ithaveifitaccedesto'the idea of American journal-

ists using their writing positions as a cover for CIA
work? Who will believe that a CIA agent posingasa
reporter can deliver unbiased news? Do we accept -

the reports’ of Communist nations’ reporters as

truth? Of course not. We recognize their reports as -

part of their government’s propaganda. We cannot

afford to allow our press to become victims of that §

same sort of System.

Turner, in speaking to the editors last week :

files. He suggested revision of the act to.protect - :
agencies such as the C1A from such probes. Whathe ...
was asking for again was the right of agencies such
as the CIA to have their own secret sources of
information, to gather and hold and use whatever -

they regard as proper information. Yet, by asking

deplored the requirements of the Freedom of Infm{-
mation Act which have given foreign nations —
even Communist nations — access to this nation’s

also the right to recruit journalists to be his agents,

~ Turner — and now presumably the President, too

- suggests that the nation’s press should not have

. the right to gather and use information indepen-
- dently. Turner and the President should be consis-

tent. And to be consistent they must recognize and
uphold the right of the press to refuse to do double !
duty regardiess of the mternanonal smmnon the
nation faces. )

..
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7 The ClA’s Use ot
Amencan Reporters

e T Honoluly, Co.)
Should an Amencan newspaperman ever report back lns Star.Buuetm

findings to the Central Intelligence Agency? (Cir. 6xw. 117,9gg,
The reverse happens all the time. CIA ‘men in American )
embassies overseas — the open ones, that is — are among

the best information sources available to 'correspondents APR
about- developments in the countnes where they are sta-- 15 ]930
tioned. .

They are well informed and partxcularly useful in prov:d- J [[\
ing background to a correspondent who may be in a coun- | s Pcpg

l:'.fr,~-1888
try for only a short t;me Ges e way SEE .

-Good jou.rnahsts tap this - knowledge, but doublecheck
their mformahon;as they: would wlth am/ other souree. and X
. generally find xt rchable. s : - e

: “Never for money" was. the_gmdelme suggested ‘bere two
years. ago by three-. ‘foreign ~correspondents attendmg a
University: of Hawaii  Round Table on* Aslan News. spon—

. sored by the Gannett Fellowship Program.7 4 . - "

Keyes  Beech, now of the Los Angeles Times. Dennxs
Bloodwoerth of .the London- ‘Observer, ‘and. Rxchard Halloran -
of the New York Times, all said they talk to intelligence
agents overseas even exchange mformauon ‘with them, but Er

_ would:’eonsid prostxtunon to- accept paxd CIA "assxgn-

.ments. ’ : X

Beech termed hx&relahons w1th overseas agents mutw

ally benefxcxal o ot s
All of this bears on a new ﬂap among Journahsts over an

f amendment to the 1976 CIA policy that it would not use full-::

_tuneor part-time U S. gournahsts paid or. unpand for. mtel-u, w
’ = ,,g},gwg :

P T

specific appmVal of the CIA director. "~ o7 ' o
Under this ‘amendment;:- he- told- the Amen an Socxety of
Newspaper Editors, three asslgnments for. newsmen' were
approved by him, but never carried ont because of changed

- Turner defended the pohcy._
newsman- helping his” government secure’ unportant infor- *
mation,. so lontas he remains. ethical-and: nest m what
he reports to- lns Journalist!c audience.’

" The faets)are that contacts always have been frequent
and that no ‘matter what we say or do, most foreigners will -
be suspicious anyway that newsmen are sometxmes
"sp]es »”; e -,,.._W::f' A ~t.@-, h"wws\. o urnxuuxv.,;mw Fews s e ]

'nns will displease some of . our joumahstxc brethren but
we: think the allowance of excepﬁom speclfically approved
at tbe hizhes' 3!

A Thelosses nrnahsmwﬂlhardlybeasgreatasal-'
leged. The zam ‘to:the nation presumably could be slgmﬁ-
cant or else the exception shouldn't be approved SRa

Btlneal vlrinng and. reporting still remams the respon-

—— e rm A 3 L2 22
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(Honolulu Col

Advertiser R,
(Cir. BxW. 77,597

being agents_of the U.
nent, especially the CIA. N
williieonvince -
0. jotmalists, .
’ ) ST

1e” the:Cantrali Intelligénce “Agency”
is remavalvof: thesban on’use, of:
. Ameriean journalists as spies. 7% |

With: Iran;, Afghiafistan and.otheér '’
foreign policy.failurés fueling a sort *
of ‘hysteria.about iAmherica’s: ability.-

to conduct:covertibperations: (even

? Bt the absence of any
HTaudacious: statements ~}ike i Turner’s ..
cast into.suspicion”all :American
¢ Jéorrespondents. abroad It makes
though better. intellig s¢ollection.. HHeir. job-of ‘honestly gathering news .
“and analysis:would:bé. mor useful),. Tmore difficult. Indeed, in. some™
plans for- a: CIA:zeharter-havesbaen: Fplaces it puts themt in physical dan-=
virtually scrapped..With it, regretass ger for no good reason. it also -
bly, went a ban:on CIA”use of ‘aca-° “undermines. the concept of press .
demics, clerits and journalists. Yfreedom. i - RATHTRILIFTL BN

SR A i e TR S This i something Turner and peo~
IN 1976, AFTER investigations’ jple like him do.giot seem to_under
and public outery over CIA~ex- ;«;s'tand‘or accept. He does not see why ™
: cesses, then-director, George. Bush - gjé'um‘a'.lists should refuse to work for *
{ssued regulations prohibiting tise o, jthe.CIA, or why. ‘other:journalists -
full or part-time correspondents:for- “zshould object if colleagues do such
American fewspapers: or broadcast - Ework.::*]:think a lot of orrespond- ,
stations ift. secret operations. It was g"cntb‘faié patriotic enough :td do this
“also. understood: CIA agents would. | (assist the CIA),” he said. .- ©
not go abrosd posing: mericam Fa iy T ERFSERS AR 7 SN,
journalists: LM e {3 PATRIOTISM IS NOT the ques— -
fion. Presumably in"the name of pa-: 4

-t e

R

S el

“In 1971, SenatorDaniel Inouye, )

who- then chaired the Senate Intelli- .1 triotism, many journalistsi have in "]

gence Committee, told the'American ° {the past cooperated with the. CIA in " -

_Society of NeWspaper. Editors that in - Yeverything from providing #/covers” .
‘the future theCIA. would have:no%, find’ planting “'misinformation™” |
“paid ot;‘.,contg.;qtual;.gfrelafi'dn's}g; fplaying <a<role i the overthrow of ./
whatever with accredited U.Sv¢orre==< fthe elected government of Chile: st recs

_spondents abroad, ~.o:: 2= 8 8 But’ those: were exceptions’ and~
The argument then' was.whether>: feven journalistic attitudes that toler-’ |

" the CIA >would be ‘sllowed? ta-uses fated sich-abuses have .changed -
even foreign journalists. 355 SHGZAR Hor the better AUNSL. -
In Washington-last-week:thé-edi-s3 §<Most-people.in the news ness..
tors heard. quite another-story: from:# ;tgday;;believe,,ine the words of  the .
Cla Diroctor:&aﬁdi‘cl‘dﬂwug;an?g; Y : .

- Star : fespected:Columbia: Journalism Re-

agency w,ilt‘iu,s’ef;lt_ﬂgggijc‘a_nfjournaf View; that journalists ecan best serve. ..
fsts, he said; Liwhensit:Ls=vitally: < their country .. . by fulfilling their
important: to- thé -nation,”. Since..he;; obligation to inform the publie.” =i oy
became directorsin- 197%; three such  * That free and independent inform-
plans were-8 prdved but.not carried - ‘{n :

e € T
' o e %55 )

unist:~- their patriotism. And

" NEWSPEOPLE from - Communit .. -
‘countries, like Soviet TASS:report-~ 1y what ' the{CIA actions. serves to

ers, are taken-for- granted to be“Tundermine... ‘. G % cciii ol
agents cf;.thei!,l:éxmﬁesr'm.’:m‘.“{'f"; /. A peasonable. CIA charteris still

|l asa af tha wasld-Ameriean fournal. % Hesirable '~ and in it should be a
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Patnohsm a search for truth \“}

Stansf 1eld Turner direetor of the

“cases: was? thes Job camed out

CIA, does-not- understand how-a because the proper cxrcumstances

journalist ‘can regard. the search
for truth as the highest form:of*
patriotism, a goal that can only be>
sullied by doing side jobs for: a spy
agency . . ‘As. X, ’ﬂ . .
Nor does Turner understand the
meaning of credibility;as it is used
in the news sense. And it appears-
he either doesn’t understand or’
doesn’t appreciate the hazards he
creates for overseas journalists
- .when he says he would use them as
spies.
* Turner, an- Annapohs graduate
‘(classmate of President Carter)
and a career man in the Navy,
professed surprise last Thursday
at the attitude of editorsto whom
he spoke at the. American Society

in Washington, -

have a special importance to this
country, but that he also recog-

nized the possibility of “unusual ’
circumstances in which an individ--
.ual who is also a member of one of *

those professnons may be used as%
an agent.” o Co e *

Most editors thought C IA regula«
tions ruled out using™fSWMalists.
Turner .said current regulations,
made public more than two years
ago, allow such exceptions to- be
made with approval of the director.

Turner said he had allowed three
exceptions, the journalist agreeing
in each case, but that in none of the

‘bureaus ' were

-did not: materialize:; The - general’
reaction by ' many of the editors to
this revelation was shock.. .

.. Ask this question of. the-journal-
lSt, or his’ employer or his customd {
er, ithe recipient of the news he.
speaks .or writes. Is it better for
your country:that-the reporter
gather and present-the- facts as
completely'and accurately as pos--
sible; or that he mix in secret side -
jobs done on behalf of the govern- -
ment?

The two tasks are not compati-
ble. If the public had reason to feel
that a reporter was engaged . in

" both types of service it would not
-accord him the credibility that it
-does when it thinks the total aim of -
of Newspaper Editors conventlon.

news gathermg is an mformed

-»’consutuency* TET
Turner said he reahzed that
journalism, religion, and academia*

And editors whose orgamzatlons
have overseas correspondents and -
understandably
alarmed at the revelation. There
are countries. where the .mere .
possibility > of correspondent
being a spy could endanger the hfe
of the news gatherer. . -

.- These ‘aspects. seémed to- gwe
’Iurner no problems. His schooling,
his career, his experience all have

given a top priority to love of
country: He cannot see that manip-.
-ulation of a system intended solely

to inform the population could do
far greater damage to his country
than the fauure of .a few spy
missions. - .

")
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IN OUR OPINION . . .

Press must not even look -
like an arm ofthe CIA -

For an agency whose middle name is
intelligence, the CIA often doesn’t live
up to its description.

As a case in point, take this week’s
disclosure by Director Stansfield Turner
that the Central Intelligence Agency has
been recruiting U.S. journalists to help
the CIA. :

American jowrnalists ore umnder-
stardably valeed as inteiligence opera-
tives becamse they wsaally have de-
povermments. Moreover, a6 journalists,
they cam move arownd freely and ask

5 thowt . aChOnS.

’ _Amkjumaﬁismm:aspatﬁotic‘

as the members of any other profession,
this practice is not in the national
interest and ougit to be halted.

In fact, it supposedly was halted
during the Ford administration when
George Bush was head of the CIA. But
former Admiral Turner disclosed that

three years ago he revived the use of

q lists in intedli
tions as long as the CIA director
approved of the specific cases. Are the
grownd rwies to be changed every time
the CIA changes directors?

So far darimg the past three years
there have been only three such cases.
Bwt that’s enough to poison relations
between the press and its overseas
sources of information.
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The press is supposed to be a
completely independent undertaking,
not just another arm of the federal
government. That’s one reason many
news sources are willing to talk to
reporters.

But overseas news sources can
quickly dry up once they start suspect-
ing that foreign correspondents may
also be doubling as CIA agents. When
that happens, the public is deprived of
valuable information. For that matter,
s0 is the government. The CIA, in fact,
regularly reads various news media to
compiete the picture the agency gets of
what's going on in various parts of the
worid.

Moreover, once the CIA starts using
the press to gather information for it, -
this practice feeds the suspicion that the
agency rnay also be using the media to
spread reports furthering the work of the
CIA. '

Yet, incredibly, Turner professes to
see no harm in the CIA’s occasional use
of journalists and even accuses editors
of being ‘‘naive’ when they object to the
practice.

What Turner is doing raises serious
doubts about his judgment and

strengthens the argument that the CIA
should be run by a civilian, noy/{

former military man like Turner
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Who’s.Naive, Admiral?

TR IAGT BT

ADM. STANSFIELD TURNER Tepeated to the
‘nation’s newspaper editors meeting in Washington.
‘last week what he had told both the Senate and

iy

e Egt

U ticials consider them valuable a8 intelligenc

""" about the world freely and ask searching questions|

House intelligence committees earlier this year.
Namely, that in three separate instances since he
became head of the CIA he. personally had ap-
proved the use of jouPITATISts for secret intelligence
operations. ~ - AN IR i

" He said that in none of thé Cases were the
journalists actually pressed into service and, in -
response-to a question, that there are now no -
American journalists actively employed or paid by: -

the CIA either in the-United States or abroad.

That would have been-good news-if Turner *

had stopped there. Unfortunately he.didn't. "
" He went on to say he has no plans to use or hire
any journalists for his spy operations, but that if a

situation presented itself in which he felt such a
practice was justified, “1 wouldn’t hesitate” to re-
cruit one. it '

As if that wasn't enough, Turner continued in

his appearance before the:American Society of -

Newspaper Editors by saying he was surprised at

the negative reaction of the editors to what he had. )
thought they were “na-
B R T

just said. He told them he
ive.” T I L
I don't understand why:you think if you ac-

ot

cept an assignment from me that you are no longer .
free,” he said. He added that he failed to under-

stand “the connection you make between serving
your country and being free . <

WELL, TF THE admiral ‘doesn't: understand -

that connection, it is he who- is naive; not the
f nation's newspaper editors. ‘- o

The concerned news media of the nation have

made the distinction clear many times in the past.
If Turner doesn't understand it, it is only because
he either didn't or wouldn’t listen. = - -

The case for keeping news people out of the *-
CIA’s official spy business is simple enough. . :

It is found in the vqyfx}t}}_at w@ptelligepce
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 operatives. News people usually are able to mova\

. without arousing; suspicions.. Experienced news
_. people develop good sources in foreign capitals,
...» sources which are often more willing to talk to
them than to known secret agents of governments.
" _They trust the news people. -.. = -2 = .o koo
" "Butif these news people become agents for the
intelligence services, the news people’s value im-
mediately is destroyed. Their sources will dry up
because they no longer will be regarded with trust.
They will be just:secret agents like all the rest.
" 7 What is worse, however, is that not only will
the news people who turn secret agents lose their
value, so will the honest news people: who have
refused to join the cloak-and-dagger game. All news
ppeople will be suspected of being secret agents. And
when that happens, everybody loses. The readers,
listeners and viewers of the news no longer will get
_as much information as they did when the press
was totally free of taint. And the intelligence agen-
" cies will get less information in the long run
they do now. Ai e

’

<1151 el
‘adyini =~

- AS A/ M. ROSENTHAL, executive editor of The

"New York Times, told Turner at-the Washington
_meeting, “You have put into question the real pur-

pose of American foreign correspondents and you,
_ have cast doubt on the ethical position of every
., American correspondent abroad.)’ .. . leewrs
; Isn't that clear enough, admiral?

itz

.

AL HIEE

;" Unfortunately, there is nothing illegal abou
~ Turner or any other intelligence agency director
" trying to recruit news people for spy work. It
" should be made illegal, hawever, if this nation is to
protect the rights of its citizens to have access to all
~the information in the world. It is not the right of
the press that matters in all this, but the right of the
people of this nation to know what is going on. That
can be protected only when people like Turner
learn the true meaning of the First Amendment |

ot ¢
ey
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QIA_I\;’;kes _,
To ‘News’ Agents
Director Reveals -

By WILLIAM RINGLE~
TODAY~—Gonnett News m
WASHINGTON — Dur-
ing a clash with editors over
the use of reporters as
agents, the director of the
Central.lotelligencewAgen
revealed Thursday- that
three U.S. correspondents -
had agreed to be covert CIA
informants. e
Although Adm. Stans-
field Turner said that as the
three situations had unfolded
the CIA had not needed the
reporters, a number of the
editors remained upset. -
Nor were they mollified
by his assurance that a
3-year-old CIA directive re-
quires his specific approval
before news reporters *‘in
very exceptional situations”
would used.

' A number of the'editors,:

including New York Times
Executive Editor A. M. Ro--

senthal, were surprised and

some were even incredulous-
that the CIA had announced
such a rule,
Turner said that he had
changed a policy set by
former, CIA Director George
Bush that U.S. correspond-
ents would not be used..

House records show that

" Turner did describe the new
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%30 |

Ties |

.« -

- ;;"", '_'}‘ B
policy publicly on April 20, :

:1978, at.a-hearing of the.

"House Permanent Select
Subcommittee on-Intelli-
gence’s oversight com--
mlttee. TR . _jf ) “*

Turner’s exchange with
the editors occurred during a
question-and-answer session
after he spoke to the conven-
tion of the American Society
of Newspaper Editors.s

Use of reporters as a
cover for CIA information-
gathering was disclosed in-
post-Watergate-investiga-+
tions of U.S. intelligence.

- Rosenthal and others
contended that if such.a
practice were followed, even -
with the limitation Turner -
imposed, a host country-
could never be sure whether.
a U.S. correspondent was a+
CIA agent or._a bonafide-
_news reporter;’ ..~ .
»* Many editors see the
practice as *‘directly counter-
to the spiritY of the U.S. Con-

- stitution’s First: Amendment;
which prohibits government -
interference with freedom of
the press, said Editor Rich-

' roll, that’s

;tgh;,jr,urner‘s,a'id thé'v~t‘hi;e‘e :

_able” to work with the CIA,

1 ¥8%:'1'd be ashamed, if I’

were.you, to have to have a
law to protect my ethics,’” he
told the editors. “You can be |
suborned by the military in-
dustrial compiex, by .busi-
ness, by so many people in
addition to intelligence.” :
. As for the freedom argu-
ment, he said: “What you're
saying to me is that if you
accept an assignment from
me to get some information
that might be very vital to
our country, you've lost your
freedom. I don’t understand
that. I reallydon’t.
*You're sort of saying .
that if you accept a request
to serve your country —
maybe for money, maybe
not — that you’re no longer
free. .. If you slant the news -
because you’re on our pay- |
bad, you. aren’t
free.”. . - »

‘correspondents he had en- -
listed were “‘perfectly agree- .

but that *“the circumstances
did not mature in the way we,
had expected’’ and ‘“‘we’
backed off.”- ' :

ard D. Smyser of the Oak
~Ridge (Tenn.) Oak Ridger,.
“moderator of a panel tha
questioned Turner. )
But Turner could not

comprehend their attitude. . -




