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| U.S. Pilot’s Jail Stay
In Angola Irks Him
And Stirs Questions

* * *

Is Florida Ferrying Outfit
Unlucky, or Is It Engaged
é In Risky CIA-Style Jobs? «

v

By STEVE MUFsON
Steff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

As pilot Geoffrey Tyler tells it, he was on

‘2 routine flight from the U.S. to South Af-

rica. delivering a small plane to a business-
man there. On the night of Feb. 4, 1981, he
was on what was to be the longest Jeg of that
journev, the 1lé-hour trip from Abidjan,
Ivory Coast, to Windhoeck, Namibia.

As it happened. the trip took about 21
months longer than expected. A forced jand-
ing, Mr, Tyler says, accidentally put him
down along Angola's southern border, where
South African troops and rebel Angolan
forces have periodically staged attacks

‘against the Soviet-backed Angolan govern- '

ment. Upon landing, Mr. Tyler was met by
250 Angolan government soidiers, who sur-
rounded him and tied him up face down in

The Angolans had reason to be wary of
Mr. Tyler. An active U.S. military
officer, he was the third US. pilot
“aecidentally” in Angola in 8 year.
over, all three worked for the

33-year-oid pilot views the mishap as simply
an unfortunate accident that resulted in ate-

In 2 larger context, however, Mr. Tyler's
‘misadventure thrust him into the center of a

controversy over US. &id to Angolan insur.

gents. And, in drawing attention to the ob-
scure aircraft-ferrving business, it raised
questions about the ethics and advisability
of exporting atrcraft and other equipment
abroad when their end use is uncertain,
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In response to congressional inquiries,
the State Department has denied any con-
T " nection between Mr,

203 Tyler or Globe Aero
% and the US, govern-

K, ment. Mr. Tyler's
colleagues at Globe

-
&

;’anee"’- says Phil
j - - Waldman, a former
Geoffrey Tyler  Globe Aero pilot who
?;;xsght out the company’s former owners tn_

the US. Typically, ferrying companies .act
as an agent between buyer and manufac-
turer; the tuyer pays a fiat delivery fee to °
the ferrying company, pius the pilot's salary
" On uneventful flights 'R 45 "lonely, quiet
things are go-

“You feel as if

mﬂn ism sm

. mu

solitary flights also entail occa-
hospitable than Angula.

10 18 hours at 2 stretch,

oceans that release ‘no

only three or

. to -a ditferent

id Collogan, -the editor of

! magavine. The pilots, he -

S2YyS, are ‘s bit of o different breed; they're
fiying over, 3,000 or 4,000 miles with nobody ;
to talk to, Dot & damn thing to Jook at except’
the ocesn..and -ff sornething . goes wrong,”
thel}; m;’e w"-w e -.4'.:;:.‘-.--.
r. Tyler is typical of many ferry pllots.
Rootless and restiess, he jearned-to iy as 2’
teen-ager. He attended the Citadel, a mili-
tary college in South Carolina, joined the
Army and spent seven years in South Korea,
Colorado and Iran. While in lran, he man-

STAT

supplies for a 25-bed American hospi-
tal. He Jeft in 1978 after two years, weary of
what he regarded as a dull desk job. Return-
ing 10 the U.S., he separated from his wife

-and moved to Florida to become a flight in-

~| - prices. On these flights Giobe Aero pliots of-

structor. In 1979 he joined Globe Aero.

The ferry business then, unlike now, was
booming. Gold prices were soaring, and in
places like South Africa and Australia de-
mand was strong for such Juxuries as small
private aircraft. In 1981 Globe Aero em- .
ployed 25 pilots—it now has eight—who de-
livered 450 planes. The company had cap
tured most of the South African market.

Globe Aero charges & buyer between $500
and $1,000 per delivery to South Africa. Its
unsalaried pilots certify each plane as fit to
B and receive $2.000 per trip. The buyer
also picks up expenses of $5.000 to $12.000-—
depending on weather conditions and tuel

ten cut costs by skipping an optional -stop in
Gabaon. ' ‘ :
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