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The articl2 on the MX missila sys-
tem (At whom is ize MX point.
&d?”") by Dr. St=phen.8. Zatuchni on
April 22 was so repleta with errors of —
fact and comprehension that I fe2)
obligated to he'o straighten out the
‘Tecord.

It would be interssting to kiow
how DewZatuchayas concluded that
21t is _cCheapwy, casier and faster to
deploy mor missiles and warkeads”
tian o build [AX shelters. In reality,

we conld sour coner=ta and pile up
dirt.-:to build more snelizrs cheaper
than, and- just as {332 a3; the Soviats
ccuid build missilss ard warheads —
their hizhest technology products.
'3t is astonishing, indeed; to leam
from Dr. Zatuchni that the CTA De-

lieves. the Soviets cooid rapidly ca-

_ploy 0¥ wardeads. Ire CIA ex-

s I deal with think such a move
would dramatically curizil tneir

- overall military program, destroy

inar vital civil nuclear power pro-

grams by Ziverting nuclear materi-
als, forca cancelaticn of thermr for-
eign nuclear cower relaced commit.

ments, and n "eneml hav'a senou.s

_{_n_} By con!'ast, ..zx will cost about
one half of 1 percent of the total fed-
eral budget over the years it takes to
deploy (cample!ion in 1989). Thisisa
small price to-pay to strengthen a
vital element of our stratazic forces
‘which provide secunty for the 1 iree

.world. ..

‘Dr. Zatuch.m says MX may cmt as

‘much 23 $9 billion. He must have

his-own inflation projections. If he
tells me how much a Chevrolet will
cost.in 1983, L will tell him how much
MX will cost in that year. Our real
estimata is about 333 billion in 1920
dollars, whiclr is about £0 percent of
the amount we have spent on our
Minuteman missile force, 63 percent |

bomber flzet, o about 80 percent of |
what we X'ave spent on our Polaris/
‘Poseidon nuclear mxssﬂ&carr_-,rin
submanne force.

- Dr. Zatucani apparently behavs it
would be cheaper to rebase Minute-
man in MX shelters than to build
rew missiles, In fact, a smaller mis-
sile like Minuteman would require a
larze number of shelters to insure
survival of tie numbter of washeads
needed to meet cur deterrence objec-
tives. A large missile, providing for
the economv of laree scala is a wav

Q“ .'.1 tala @ o B

,!

and w-= now have to overhaul some !

of the earlisr models. A new missile !
is justified to ke‘»p maintenanceand-:
support costs low in the juture, )

Dr. Zatuchni suggests that if a |
missi]2 can {lee to a sheltar in a few ;
ralnutes, an airplane cerrainly can '
too, thersby: implyng endorsement
of an airbasing conceot. With a bit of
reflection he might -have- realized
that the sheiters into which the mis-
sile can move are several hundred
times a3 resiziant to nuclear blast as
the airplanes, so an airplane has.to
g0 a lot further to be safe. This cen-
sldmt'cm plus the large number of
new alr bases implied-lead to the :
conelusion that airplane basing of |
MX would b= 50 to 100 percent mors
expensive than land basing. This re-
sult was publicized last year when
we completed our desizn study.

The idea of small diesel powered
submarines has been worked cn
since about 1967 and still looks poor.
My oftice has recently published-a
summary of the current information.
How Dr. Zatuchni thinks a diesel
powered sub, visibly snorkeiing f.vs
hours a day, will be securs i3, a r:xys-
tery to me:. Our fleet of. m:ssilei
launching suomarines is a vital part
of our deterrent, but it would be dan-|
gerous to concentrate too large a’
fraction of our eggs in that I::::\sket.l

Even'if we did want more missilss at |
sea, the eitective and ecor\ontcal
.way to get them ther= is to build
more of the long range, capable Tri-!
dent submarines, rnot mcapable‘
mini-subs patrolling in coastal .wa-
ters (which would then bacome a;
rich hunting ground for Soviet artx-
' submarine forces). . B

,  Dr: Zanichni'is terribly concemnd'
that the location of the MX missiies!
can be detacted by what he states to'
be present U.S. reconraissance ca-
pabilities. He must sleep uneasiiy, |
indeed, it he believes that these reJ

- ol yhat we have spent ‘cn our B-32.! ' sponsible for his defense are sofam-’

;ous that it wouldn’t cceur to them to |
'zeat MX against our own detectiou'
mpaonhtiw. for which thay are ansol
‘resgonsible. Svmple concrete Jr"ohts :
and various eiectronic black-boxes !
will be vsad to keep the transporters :

and shelters always loaded to the'
same weight, sending out appropri. !
ate emissions, and solve the prodlem !
:which bothers him. ,

(S. L. Zeiberg is deputy unders-c-
retary, Strategic and Spcce Syav
tema. Department of Defense) ;
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