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L Wunlnlton Post Staff wmer REERR
Working smce last December a‘small State

top-secret report that descrlbes four decarles.
of U.S..involvement in Iran,, The Washmdton

The: report con51sts of"a°500-page overwew
and about’ 60,000 pades ‘of government docu-
ments. The overvxew mcludes a 100-page’ sum-

and issues. ';.f'

* It..is._said-‘to_. COntam no bombshells, bhut
rather to acknowledge in official form U.S.
conduct that has never: been admitted in the;
past and ‘that™ has in some"nstances been
denied. ;' 5

The documents however, are’ sa .to mclude
sensitive - pnvate commumcatlons between
US.. officials -and “highly " ‘classified- govern-.

Papers ofa decade ago cause a furor 1f made
public. = - T Lo ungans. haaawcds -
The report was complled on personal ln-
structions ' from- President "Carter, who ac
_cording to one source familiar w1th the’ prol-
"ect, wanted to. know “what was on the Tecord
in pr:eparatmn for mternatxonal trlbunals ”w
with the idea of making mucir of it'publie.”™ *."
’An inquiry by such a tribunal was enyisioned *
"at.the time “as_a likely ‘step in the. nedotlated
release of the Americans held hostage in Iran:"

“ Nothing came~ of it*then,”but in the fast®
few days, statements emanating from Iran
suggest once again that an inquiry into U.S.
activity in Iran over the years will be.a key

equu'ement for release ‘'of the hostages. "“
'?g‘he U.S.i"government has agreed - to *coZ)
{ operate, providing -the hostages are released
“at; the ‘outset - of such an inquiry. The Iran
papers, - if: the; .report may be called that - (it»
.has been’ given no-name: by the government), .|
*wonld be . used ‘to -prepare much of the.U. S.
response to any inqun'y today. The«gove d
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" that the United States admit “guilt” and apol-.

.:sald Carter: and national ’ securlty .adviser ]
-Zbigniew Brzezinski have refused researchers’

.would give-critics of-U.S.~policy a field-day,-
‘and would show Carter in a very unﬂattermg

_they, want.-It will make them very mad.”:>"

.conclusions -orvjudgments. were: derived. Es

el
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ment however pow has no 1ntentxon ofv mak-j
ing any-of the report public.-- S 7S
“Iranian leaders have demanded occasionally

ogize for its conduet toward Iran. .One high-
ranking administration official.told The: Post
that-the study does.not constitute an apology -
but is “a kind of full laying- out of our rela-
tions with the shah.”” .. ... .y

Several- sources famlllar w1th the report
told The Post that if its supporting documents
were aired, every president from Franklin D..
Roosevelt through Carter would be subject
to substantial ecriticism.

- At the- same time, howaver the sources

requests for specific material describing their
own actions during™ the prolonved Iraman
crisis. -

One source said the report. as it now stands

light despite his failure to prov1de matenal.

Another -said,. however, . that: if what. the
Iranians want is an..admission. of -U.S. guilt’
for activities in- Iran, the report “is not what,

In’-response to an inquiry from The Poﬂt?
yesterday, the White House had no. comment

State Department spokesman John Trattner
said last night, “Thxs is'not fhe Pentagon. Pap-1
ers . .. there is no ‘study’ as such, only a col-
lection of documents and factual summaries.
on past U.S. relations with Iran, This compila-4
tion"did net focus on ‘U.S. misdeeds,” and no,

sentlally, it 1s an mventory ‘and nothmg more

'The report is said to be 5o secret’ that’ only
20 people in government know of its existence.
A great many people contributed to portions:

;OF 1t but did, not know. they_were helping put
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'95 years.. Four members .of the State

1

together such a history, one source -

" told The Post.

Only. two copies of the report and

_the accompanying documents are said

to exist, with one of them being held
by Brzezinski, who now is in control
of the study. The other copy is said
to be locked in- a place where only
two State Department officials have
access to it, apparently to prevent
leaks or, accordmg to some sources,
to keep Brzezinski from makmg
changes or destroying. material.’

The study grew outiof a request by
Carter for a- white- paper—a document
that could be made public and would
justify the U.S.vole in Iran for the past

Department’s policy planning and in-
telligence ofﬂces were ass1gned to con-
duct it RN :

Anthony Lake the dxrector of the
policy planning staff was put in:over-
all charge. The operatlonal head of
the study was Philip Stoddard, who
worked. on it while on leave from the
intelligence office at State.

Almost immediately, the study team
decided to push the period covered
by the report ‘back from 1953, when
the CIA assisted in a coup that re-
stored the shah of Iran to power, to
1941, when the United States first be-
came deeply involved in Iran.

The ‘team also- concladed that the
material should not be-prepared as a
white paper'to be made public. “If

the Carter .administration  got into
drawing -judgments*about' the policy
of each .administration, they would
have ended up conde'nnmg elements
of every policy, includmg thelr own,”
one-source said..: -

" Initially, Carter resisted the chanve X
to a secret study, saying, according to
one source, that ‘“we have. nothing to
be afraid of.” He was persvaded to
go along by former secretary of state
Cyrus R. Vance, who reportenly told
him that a white pavéer would need-
lessly antagonize officials of past ad-

ministrations and reilect. pcorly on -

the president during ms 1eelectxon
campaign. o

Files from the Defense Denartment :

and State Department were immedi-

~ately_made avax[§§!_;____ém€_‘gé'sm
ers, virtually in their entiret The

CIA provided access
"from 1ts fﬂes, Buf wouIa not part W lth
the flgs Mm—ur‘
The w1thheld CIA ma*erxal was
pxece ogether throug tscussion
stalf _an Toug, State

Department files pertammg to
activity.

One source told the Post that mate—
rial supplied by Vance and by De:
fense Secretaiy Harold Brown will re-]
flect unfavorably on them. The report,
for example, is said to make referénce,
to an admission by Vance that he paid ]
insufficient attention to the mounting
.Iranian- crisis because he. was- dis-
‘tracted by arms limitation talks. with]
.the Soviet Union and the Camp_ Davut

‘Middle East peace negotiations.=. . ;.3

.who knew better.”,

‘the region to give“in to the shah.-

-responawe partner ‘in Amencan pol-
-iey:®

Brown, according to the source, is:!
said to have concurred in recommen- !
dations urging the shah to crack down i

on dissent in Iran by turning the mili- '

tary there loose on demonstrators.

Sources said that Carter and Brzez- |
inski refused to part with some infor-
mation regarding their own roles on
the grounds that presidential commu-
nications traditionally are not im-
cluded in such studies. Further, they
are said to have maintained. possible '
publie disclosure of such information
couid endanger the lives of the 52
American hostages.

One source said that. in hxs view,
however, Carter and Brzezinski
seemed to be acting less in regard for
tradition or safety of tne hostiages
than out of a desire to keep criticism
from being directed at them. Another
source quoted Vance as saying that
Carter would wait until after the elec-
tion’ before deciding whether to pro-

vide -documents -that: have- been re- |
quested from him. g -

Similar papers'of former presments
Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford
also have been-withheld. In addition,
apart from what was left behind at
the State .Department and-the Na-3
tional Security Council, many of the
relevant files of.Henry A. Kissinger,
former national security adviser and +
secretary of state, are sald to be miss-
ing from the report..

‘In essence, one source said, the Iran
papers; contain “no shocking, previ-
ously unsuspected skulduggery,” but
rather are replete with material that

confirms * ‘everyone’s preconcelved no-
tions.” a

For' “example, that ‘source. saxd the
study does not discuss in any detaxl
the ‘role of U.S.'oil companies and
arms suppliers in the formulation of
policy toward Iran, but it is said
to show clearly that government poli-
cy was responsive :to. the. wishes of
those - special interests. .-

Sharply contrasting pictures emerge
when people familiar with the report
attempt to characterize it. One person
said the story told by the Iran papers
“is one of the United States repeat-
edly having its chain jerked by a guy
fthe: shah] who every ambassador
found impossible to deal with; Ulti-:
mately, it was capitulation by those

T LA PR e

That source said the report showsf
that-at every step of the developing -
relationship, serious objections were-
raised by top foreign policy advisers
to .providing ' additional_ aid to..the
shah, but that. each- objection was
gradually overcome by the Sheer force
of the shah’s will. Each. time, it -was-
deemed essential to the security of ,’,

‘Anotiter. source, however, said the
papers ‘would reinforce the percep-i
tion. that. the shah was, if not a: U.S. ]
puppet, -t least a most willing.and ]

-seen by the Post, is said to have a

The report, none of which has been

100-page section summarizing rela--
tions with Iran from 1941 to the early-
1970s It is said to have 15 to 20
shortersectioNs ToCUSINY O the CIA'S
assistance to the shah in 1953, on U.S.

‘fluence over the Iranian military, on

“riod of the shah’s. collapse, and .on -

.Information™Act.* For the:-same rea- "

“be..no-- “final” copy, ,thus makmg xt

'sources, ‘should the. Iranian govern-

. ment would be drafted, taken from the
= Iran: papers “to eat a certain amount

eerd AP i i Se N

-

_cials, another major study on the U.S.

not had access to the sensifive docu-

r,the right information,” one State De-
‘partment official said.

‘ate -study: is-‘to assess how well ln"‘

_.formulatmg US. pollcy toward Iran..x

human rights policy in recent years in
fegard to Iran, on U.S. military ifi-

the eitect since 1972 of . U.S. arms
sales to Iran, on U.S. contact with |
members of the Iranian’ ‘military who '
were plznning a coup during the pe-

tne decicion last October to admit the
shah int, the United States. :
One -reason the report: has” been’
given Lo name, the Post.was tcld, was
to make it more difficult for Congress
tu- demard it.or for media fto seek
aceess . to if through the Freedom of

son, cne source said, a_decision was
made %0-keep the report in a-perpe-
tual “ar aft” stage so that there would

exemnt from: FOr, requests. oy
l\ccordmg to "State s Department

ment demand an American “apology”
for the release of the hostages, a. docu-

of crow,” - but not to express full.
wrongdomg ‘The document would be
in accord with an Islamic tradition
that allows one to atone for past
actions without-total humiliation. . ...

- One high-ranking State Department.
ofﬂuax said such a-document could be;
‘considered an apology. No such docu—
‘ment would be released until a firm',
agreement on release of the hostages-
was in hand, he said. “We don't want
to give them any more of what they
want witnout anything in return.? . .

According "to. administration offi-

role in Iran is being prepared- ByThe ]
Senaté Intelligence Committéé under ]
‘the—directton  of Staffdivector Wil- |
liam G. Miller, a former Foreign Serv-

d
‘iceofticer station In _Iran and a

critic of U.S. relations with the shah.-
‘The Senate panel staff, however, has

P

mentzijon provided to the- State De-
partment study group. -

“"We aid not withhold the informa-
tion, so much as they did not ask for
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The expressed purpose of the Serr-

telligence - ‘information was ‘ysed m
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