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ARTISLE APPEARED

-

/) By Ben Bradiee Jr.

4

Globe Staff

Two central figures n the Iran-
contra affair - rerired Ayr Force
Maj. Gen. Richard Secord and his
Irantan business partner. Albert
Hakim - are part of 5 renegade
team of former and current gov-
ermment agents who have traf-
ficked (n arms and narcotics since
the Vietnam War to support anti-
communtst Insurgency warfare
around the worid. according to an
affidvait filed this week in a little-
publicized federa] lawsuit n M-

amy.
gagan White House.
thmum Lt. Col. Oliver North. the
cecently fired Nationai urity
%

ly operation to

lonal ban on ©

ald and to help factlitate the secret
sale of arms o iran. the lawsuit
The charges are spelled out in a
95-page arfidavit ttled Mondav In
a $23 8 milllon civi suit broy
c Tony Avir an and Martha
; husband-and-wlte free-
lance urnalist team. a alnst two
dozen contra leaders and severa]
mtlitary officials,

The lawsuit, filed in May after a
{nvestigation. stems

f the Mav 1984 bombing o a
press conference helg bv contra
leader Eden Pastora in (o3 ca

f Killed

Y€ persons sere k;
and two dozen (n ured. includin
Avirgan and Honey. Fastora was
allegedly tar eted Tor 388a88na-
fon_because he had to

with a Hva
{action he constdered 3 QUQEE of

The Suit charges the defen-
dants with responsibility for the
bombing in the context of a larger
conspiracy to sell cocaine in the
United States to raise money to
buy arms and other supplies for
the contra war effort. The lawsujt
€xposed details of the contra sup-
ply pipeline and has taken on new
significance since news first broke
of the diversiop . profits from
Iran arms sajes e contras.

F@res in

are named

0

The suit Is being brought by
the Washington-based Christic In-
Stitute. a liberal Catholje pubitc
Interest law firm ang policy center
best known for winning a $j0.5
million libe} verdict for the famtly
of Karen Stlkwood. the nuclear
worker allegedly contaminated
while handling plutonium at the
Kerr McGee Corp.

Christic lawyers sayv they in-
tend to bring evidence they have
uncovered to the attenton of the
{adependent counsel to pe ap-
pointed !n the Iran-contra affatr.
Admong

Theodore Shackley. former deputy
director of the CIA in charge of co-
VETt operations. and his deputy,
Thomas Clines. retired Maj. Gen.
John Singlaup, chairman of the
World Anti-Commun;ist League
and actfve in assisting the con-
tras: Rafae| Quintero, 3 Cuban ex-
tle and ClA contract empioyee dur-
Ing the aborted Bay of Pigs inva-
ston; John Huyjj an Amertcan
businessman who OwWns a ranch
in Costa Rica that allegedly served

motion to dismiss the case. law-
yers for the defense charactertzed
the charges as nothing more than
“malicious gossip.

Many of the defendants in the
Christic suft are former assoctates
of Edwin Wilson. the ex-CIA oper-
alve now serving a lengthy feder-
al prison term after his conviction
of shipptng weaponry to the Lib-
yan leader. Col. Moammar Kha-
dafy. in the 1970s. In his affidavit,
the lead Christic attorney. Dante|
Sheehan. names Wilson as one of
at least 79 witnesses who are sup-
Plying the plaintiffs with eyi-
dence. particularly against Shack-
ley and Clines. his former assoct-
ates in the agency and (n private
business.

ﬁemcer—laaé HI.E UN'.Y
Iran arms case

in Fla.

lawsuit

In trying to estabish the frame-
work and contex: N which the
Pastora bombmg Dccurred. the

tiffs allege that the privately
flrmnced contra supply operation

group. distllusioneg by what ¢
perceived as the isolation;s; bent
of Congress ang the vicissitudes ot

Chile. Libya ang Nicaragua.

As deputy chief of the CIA sta-
tion In Laos in 1965, Skackley
and his deputy. Clines, heiped
forge an alllance With Meo tribes-
men and, through atr ang other
tactical support. helped one Meo
faction dain a monopoly on optum
trafficking, the suit alleges. In re
turn for th;s assistance. the \fen
leader turned over a percentage of
the drug profits to the ClA.

The suit alleges that the
Shack)ej,' 8roup skimmed Money
from this fund and funneled ¥ ¢ a
secret bank account in Australia
controlled by Shack!ej.n Clines ang
Secord. who had helped ryn the
ClA's secret alr war in Lags from
1966-1968 ang that ~erindically.
Secord and Clines would carry
suitcases of cash g Australia -

Piefore the fall or Saignn n
1973 the Shackle_v group alsg SVs-
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tematically ptifered a large weap- 2.

ons cache from US stocks in Viet-
nam and hidden tt n ThaHand.
according to the afftdavit, where it
was later used n other "off line"
operations. One country where
the group was acttve, according to
the affidavit. was [ran. where Wil-
son. Secord and Hakim. who rep-
resented US business interests un-
der the shah. were based ‘n the
late 70s

In 1979. after the overthrow of
the shah and Shackley's and
Clines’ forced resignation from the
CIA because of their dealings with
Wilson. most of the network went
private. though Secord was stil] in
the Air Force as director of inter-
national programs. By 1979 the
sult alleges. Shacklev. Clines. Wil-
son. Secord and Hakim had cre
ated a number of corporations
and subs:dtaries around the world
to conceal their cperations. which
would later :nclude atd to the con-
tras and selling arms 1o [ran.
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