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' 'WASHINGTON, May 15 — Before
the Vietnam era, the important rel$-
i tionships inside the State Department
and Foreign Service flowed princi-
pally from family background -and

in the mid-1960’s and early 1970's,
working on and in Vietnam became
;the central link for the inside power-
jbrokers. - ‘.. -7

| " Now thef® is no single network that
pervades Foggy Bottom, no single set
of friends and allies bonded by one
‘common experience who help one ari-
“other into top positions and call one
another on the old-boy basis to iron

-out their bosses’ diﬂmeufbem |

 Now there are at least four often
.overlapping networks: of Asid hands,
of former Vietnam servers, of special
assistants and of old Henry A. Kissin-
ger hands who dominate European

" Like most networks, the bonding
amongthaepeopleoewnndearlyin
their foreign service careers. Uniike
most political networks, the bonding
is not based on ideological goals. Most
-of these officials are demonstrably

apolitical, although most tend toward -

the conservative side of policy for

‘ professional diplomats. . '

!". Many of them can be found either in

gge jc:gs on the sev?nh fioor that

Wwith Secretary of State George

* P. Shultz daily and directly or in the

"No. 2 or “principal deputy” slots di-

- rectly under assistant secretaries of

' state, If it can be said that the State
Department can be controlled at all,

- these are the pivotal positions. -

' _And according to a number of State
Department officials, the two men at
the core of the networks or those with
the most links are M. Charles Hill,

OId—Boy Network Is Dead

whose Job as_executive assistant to
‘the Secretary gives him an office with
adjoining  private doors to Mr.
‘ zl:n‘ltz's, and Frank G. Wisner, prin-
‘ - deputy assistant of
state for Africa. Mr. WMWM
‘to-all four networks, Mr. Hill to all ex-
| Without any of these links ex
.Asia but right up there
:dealings with Mr. Shultz and around
‘the building is Nicholas Platt, the de-
;partment’s executive  secretary.
!From his osed command
, post in the middle of the seventh floor
, near Mr. Shultz’s qffice, Mr. Platt de-
icides who will handle what issues and
rcontrois all formal communications
‘into and out .of the department.
! Said one official who is close to all
three men: “We’re not talking about
a conspiracy here. These are guys,
alongwithalotofotherguys, who
‘haveworkedtogethu-omtheyears
and trust each other and try to help
each other.” . N

The old Asia hands whose careers
have been principally based in that
area ‘include  Mr. Wisner and Mr.
Platt, along with Morton 1. Abramo-
witz, the director of the bureau of In-
telligence. and Research; Kenneth
'Quinn, a deputy to Mr. Platt; and Mi-

chaelH.Armaoost,theUnder_Se_cre- .

serving as Ambassador the
thfl Philippines, leapfrogged over his
‘colleagues a- year
Shultz picked him for the depart
ment’s No. 3 job. .

special assistants’ club in-
:cludes Mr. Hill, Mr. Quinn, Mr. Wis-
.'ner and John H. Kelly, now principal
ideputy assistant secretary of state for
'Europe. Both Mr. Wisner and Mr.
Kelly were deputies to the executive

in the recent past. Also in

this club is Arnold Raphel, the No. 2
man in the Bureau of Near Eastern
_'and South Asian Affairs, who used to
be an-aide to Joseph Sisco when he
was Under Secr for Policy in the
Kissinger era and later an aide to Sec-

retary of State Cyrus R. Vance. -

ago when Mr. !

/ho’s Who Now the

The Vi

Assistant Secretary of
State for Inter-American Affairs han-
dling and John D.
N te, now bassador to

A ' was Sec-
retary of State from 1975 to 1977. Un.
liketheothunetworh,thelﬁningu'
l;nqsstuckalm:t‘dmwvelywﬂn
-European area ' particularly to.
Sov:et-AmeﬁanmhﬂouAlmt

of two key

all of them _protégés
Kissingql!ﬁ?ﬂ_dmut&mnfeldt,
now at the Brookings Institution, and
Lawrence S. Eagl s DOW presi-
dent of ‘Associates, & con-
‘mﬁu&ﬁmmiw 'deputyork'
| up are now
assistant secretaries in the 3

irs bureau:  John Kelly, a West-
em  European expert; Robie M.
Palmer, a Soviet expert; and James
F. Dobbins, and arms control expert.
“ smmw
- In the Kissinger years, Mr. Palmer
‘and Charles Hill were the prime-
speechwriters for the - Secretary,

assistant to Mr, and Mr.
and was the -
ment’s executive depnnw

-whobroughtMr.Keuymer.mu
up to-that seventh-fioor office.

i There are, of course, other net-
‘works throughout the building, but
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