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Arkady Shevchenko

It’s more important
to be free than go back

USA TODAY: You're about
to become a US. citizen. Do

country. There's no question
about that. But for now, I have
a new country, and I don’t
think that anything will happen
in the Soviet Union which can
change my mind. I've never
had any regrets.

USA TODAY: What about
your family? Your wife Lina

you

SHEVCHENKO: I didn't ac-
tually leave them. I gave my
wife a full chance and opportu-
nity to make up her own mind
and decision. I strongly believe
that the Soviets eliminated her.

USA TODAY: You were a
dedicated communist. Did
you feel like you had betrayed
your country by defecting?

SHEVCHENKO: Yes, I did
betray a regime, an elite. I lost

all my beliefs in the system.
But I have no feeling that I've
betrayed my country and the
people.

USA TODAY: Did the US.
gwemmentbotchtworemt
defection cases — Miroslav
Medvid, the Ukranian sailor

SHEVCHENKO: Partly. I
cannot say that in my case. But
I will be frank, I didn't like the
idea that the FBI said I had to
be in a safe house, never ap-
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USA TODAY: Is it neces-
sary for the USA and the
USS.R. to have talka? -

SHEVCHENKO: It's abso-
lutely essential and inevitable.
We live on the same earth.
With absolutely no dialogue, 8
miscalculation could escalate
into a major confrontation,
leading to & e, to nu-
clear war. Both we and Soviet-
style socialism would be buried
in the same grave.

USA TODAY: Would you fa-

- vor a return to the detente of

the Nixon and Carter years?

SHEVCHENKO: No. 1 was
with the Soviet ent,
and I knew what the Soviet
Union under Brezhnev's lead-
ership actually had in mind at
that time. The Soviets gained a
lot during the period. There
was an enormous military
buildup, and they increased
their sphere of interest.

USA TODAY: Do the Sovi-
ets really want normalization
of relations between the USA
and the USSR.?

SHEVCHENKO: On one
hand, the Soviet leadership
doesn’t want any major con-
trontation with the West and
the USA in the near future be-
cause of their preoccupation
with domestic dilemmas. They

viet Union
the USA and the world even-

SHEVCHENKO: It's a fanta-
sy to think that the Soviet lead-
really has a specific
timetable and kind of a master
plan of how to dominate the
world. It's rather a philosophi-
cal concept in which they be-
lieve that capitalism contains
elements of self-destruction.

USA TODAY: Should what
Nikita Khrushchev said at the
United Nations — “We will
bury you® — concern us?

SHEVCHENKO: 1 was pre-
sent when Nikita Khrushchev
said that. He was sorry he said
it. We were trained: “Don’t tell
about this revolution. Don't
frighten them about bloody
revolution and everything”

USA TODAY: You briefed
President Reagan before the

Geneva summit. What did you
tell him?

SHEVCHENKO: Several
things. One thing, which I've
been saying for a long time,
was that I have a strong belief
now that the Soviet Union feels
comfortable with its present
military balance. It is really in-
terested in arms control —
there is more fiexibility, which
might even lead to more arms
control agreemeats.

USA TODAY: What else did
you tell President Reagan?

SHEVCHENKO: He wanted
to know from someone who
lived in the Soviet Union
whether it's really true that the
Soviet leaders believe in Marx-
ism and Leninism or if that's
just a cover for retaining pow-
er. 1 assured him there are
some who've lost belief. But
the core — Gromyko, Gorba-
chev — are true believers.

USA TODAY: Do you think
Gorbachev's call for bilateral
disarmament by the year 2000
is serious?

SHEVCHENKO: No. The So-
viet Union has never been seri-
ous about that. That is a utopi-
an idea. They will never trust
us like we will never trust
them. They will never trust an
American president — Demo-
crat or Republican.

USA TODAY: How do the
Russians view Reagan?

SHEVCHENKO: Hatred
mixed with respect — hatred
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because they cannot forgive
the president two things: one,
the strong effort at the begin-
ning of the administration to
modernize the strategic force,
and secondly, Reagan was
open and frank as far as the na-
ture of the Soviet system.

USA TODAY: Did Reagan
seem to have a grasp of the
intricacies of Soviet govern-
ment?

SHEVCHENKO: 1 think he
did. I cannot say that he knew
or even should know absolutely
all the details of everything
but I think he has a very clear
understanding of what he is
talking about. He is equal if not
superior to some of the Soviet
leaders. He has an understand-
ing of Soviet objectives and

thinking.
USA TODAY: Is Gorbachev
different as a Soviet leader?

SHEVCHENKO: He is a
hard-core communist, a prod-
uct of the Soviet system, a be-
liever in the Soviet system. He
has an acute sense that unless
the Soviet economy is modern-

ized, the tremendous technol-
ogy gap with the West eliminat-
ed, survival of the Soviet sys-
tem will be at stake. It's not so
much because he is concerned
about the well-being of the So-
viet people. He is concerned
about the future of the system.
We can expect a major effort
to reallocate the resources in
the Soviet Union from the mili-
tary to the civilian sectors.
USA TODAY: Last sum-
mer, Edward J. Epstein, in

the New Republic, called your
book, With Moscow,
“a fraud,” said that you

“made up sources and even
fabricated direct conversa-
tions.”

SHEVCHENKO: There is
only one year which I con-
fused. And when you put the

right year in, everything would
be in its place.
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SHEVCHENKQ: No, I didn't
feel that I was a spy. It was a

CIA or the American govern-
men e.
USA_TODAY: Did you get
paid by the CIA
SHEVCHENKQO: I have nev-
er been on the pavroli-of the
ClA.

USA _TODAY: Ne, but they
gave you a year to live
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film rights from your books.
Have you adjusted well to the
capitalist system?

SHEVCHENKQO: Of course,
some of the things are a little
bit exaggerated, I feel a suc-
cess in the United States, and 1
like the system. My dream is to
be absolutely financially se-
cure in the nearest future, and
then to join some solid, serious
academic institution.

USA TODAY: You live
openly. Aren’t you worried
that the KGB will track you
down and kill you?

SHEVCHENKO: The KGB
has a long memory and a long
hand. My public profile is my
defense. Anyway, I'm ready to
take all these risks because it's
more important for me to be
free than to go back to the Sovi-
et Union.
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