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Pentagon Acts on Dynamics Director

By BILL KELLER

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 26 — The De- _

t.
fense Department said toda

[CDYRAmicCS L Oorpo
his

bribery case.

If the move is successful, Pentagon
officials said, General Dynamics
would be responsible for denying Mr.
Crown access to any classified infor-
mation. If the company failed to do
80, its own security clearance could
be jeopardized.

‘It means he can't deal with us on
any classified material,” said Glenn
Flood, Pentagon spokesman. “You
can’t say it would force him off the
board. It’s up to General Dynamics
how to handle it.”

An aide to Representative John D.
Dingell, Democrat of Michigan, who
first raised the issue about Mr. Crown
in February, said the removal of the
clearance ‘‘would mean that he’d
have to get off the board; he couldn’t
handle classified information, and
assume that the board deals with a lot
of classified stuff.”

Penta officials said the move
reflected a new policy of being ‘‘more
selective”” in granting military con-
tractors access to classified informa-

tion. That policy, they said, was part

rt to cut back on the

3 earances
Biliars i eyt e wake of & e saleola
Nng sg scandal earlier

General cs, the third-larg-
est military contractor, makes the
F-16 fighter plane, the M-1 tank and
the ' Trident nuclear submarine,
among other weapons.

The Pentagon said there was no
particular reason that a board mem-
ber would have to have security
clearance, but Mr. Crown, who has
8.9 million shares, or 21 percent, of
General Dynamics stock, has been 2
particularly influential board mem-
ber. For example, he piayed a key

role last May in choosing Stanley C.
Pace as the successor to David Lewis

industry fund that attempted to bribe

members of the Illinois ature.
Mr. Crown was named an unin-

dicted conspirator in the case and

grantéd immunity from prosecution

in exchange for testimony.

The Pentagon lawyer said that De-
fense Secretary Caspar W. Weinber-
ger last February ordered a review of
Mr. Crown’s clearance after the mat-
ter was raised by Mr. Dingell.

The investigation found that Mr.
Crown’s ‘‘admitted misconduct’’ and
the fact that it was not disclosed to the
Pentagon until 1962 violated new Pen-
tagon standards for granting access
to S'l:m information.

Ikle, who is responsible for security. )
The effort to remove Mr. Crown’s




