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‘Conspiracy
So

Immense’

: BOSTON
ne of the ugliest and most dan-
gerous political operations
seen in our country in years is

now under way in Washington. It is the

Reagan Administration’s campaign to

win a hand for war on Nicaragua

by smearing as pro-Communist all who
disagree with the war policy.

It is 1igly because it uses the tools of
Joe McCarthy: invention, fear and in-
timidation. ‘It is because it
points the United States toward the use
of its own military forces in Nicaragua.
William J.

rt_in _brown wra
“ sta Disinformation and Pub-
lic Manipulation Plan.” He took the
copies back at the end of the meeting,
but officials began leaking it. "

The operation, is timed to coincide
with President Reagan’s push for
$100 million in new aid to the contras,
most of it for weapons instead of the
present ‘‘humanitarian” aid. The
idea is to picture opponents of that
policy as pawns of Communism and
the Nicaraguan Government. -

Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secg;
tary of State for Inter-American Al-
fairs, said the C.I.A. report show
“how ela%rate an§ sﬂﬁoﬂu are %e'
San ’ plans to manipulate

and the press.”” News agencles

quoted a senior Administration offi-
cial, unnamed, as saying:

“What you have here is a Commu-

nist government, allied with the Soviet
Union, undertaking a very well organ-
ized effort with the -help of certain
Americans to change
gress. That is not 4 Federal crime, but

T
_paign. Joe Y Was an 3
The people running this operation

a vote in Con- -
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it is something that Congressmen ap-
pear to wish to know about.”
You can, almest hear the voice of.

4 {
vast’ disinformation campaign by thq !
Government of Nicaragua has as much |
; and as much poison, ad his -
talk of “‘a so immense.”
But there is so more insidi-

renberger of Minnesota,
was troubled by just that point — the

‘use of intelligence resources for a

‘“transparent political tactic.” The
aim, he said, was to ‘‘portray every
sénator and Congressman who votes
against lethal aid [to the contras]jasa
stooge of Communism.”

Moreover, Joe McCarthy was a
cynic. He did not believe those fearful
tales he told; he just thought they
would help him politically.

Elliott Abrams and the others who
are pushing the war on Nicaragua do
believe. They are zealots. They are
convinced that the Managua Govern-
ment must be overthrown. That end
justifies the use of any means, and
disagreement is treason.

"The zealotry is what makes the
present campaign so dangerous.
There is no reason to believe that the
contras, with their proven ineptitude
and cruelty, are going to get any-
where in Nicaragua with $100 million

more_from the United States. When -

they fail, the zealots’ logic will re-
quire the intervention of U.S. forces.

The launching pad for a U.S. inva-
sion has been prepared in neighboring
Honduras. Over the last three years
the Reagan Administration has spent
millions there on airstrips, barracks
and other supposedly temporary facili-
ties for maneuvers.

It is still hard to believe that the Rea-
gan people would actually send Amer-
ican troops into Nicaragua. But we

have to keep remembering that the

issue, for them, involves something
more than rational calculations. The
Speaker of the House, Tip O’Neill,
warned the other day of the effect of
arming the contras and then seeing
them lose. ““The shame of our defeat,”
he said, “will bring our troops in
there.”

Assistant Secretary Abrama has
been sensitive in other areas — in help-
ing to get Jean-Claude Duvalier out of
Haiti, for example. But on Central
America he has the certitude of a Savo-
narola. Disagree, and you are “anti-
American.”

McCarthyism may well intimidate
some members of Congress; it has
done so before. But I do not think it will
work with the press and the public gen-
erally. This country’s best friends in
Latin America are advising us ur-
gently against military intervention.

gives the same advice. To re-

History
_ turnto the game of overthrowing Latin
‘ governments is against every Amer-

icaninterest, moral and practical. [
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