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__"By*a: pleasant_coincidence; courts in.

both -Chicago.-and. New York acted si-

multaneously on Tuesday to settle litiga- -

}, tior: growing out-of misdirected govern-
"ment-harassment of constitutionally pro~
tected acts: PR :

" In Chicagoy

Judge Susan Getzendanér-

.8ave preliminary-approval to the settle~
mentof: class:action. suits..against the"-
. FBI-and the CIA..Though somie individu-_ -

:al plaintiffs are unhappy with the terms,
~ 10 Serjous objection is anticipated to -the
 settlements®} becoming- final. ; For- their
part;:the:CIA has; affirmed. its statutory
- inhibition- against” domestic “spying : and:
the FBI has:-ddmitted it*made some:
_mistakes it'i 1ved not-to.repeat.:
" In"New- York; :the Police Départmen
thas “agreed to-a- three-member .. board -

-[two--police.” officials “and - a.civilian

-appointed. by-the ‘mayor] ‘to oversee fu.:

ture :investigative “ work: that.” .might
“threaten 1st. Amendment rights.. It also-
% agreed:.to release old Red Squad. files, as
. has already-been done in .Chicago. With--

out a trial; the New York Police Depart--
" ment ‘and. the: plaintiffs there:struck a
- agreement satisfactory to both -
"'A Civil Liberties Union- ofticer in New
York: says "the- settlement: “‘established-

- the principle that, the needs of legitimate - poses to defend in' court is not’its pres-’
law enforcement do. not require interfar- -

- ence with:-1st ‘Amendment rights:** Po-"

lice: Commissioner’ Robert -J - McGuire - New; York City ‘in- accepting. an' agreed’

'says that the activities’ omplained’nf in"
the- lawsuits .ended no later than 1971,
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and that the agreement shows “an en-
", lightened approach .to balancing - the
rights of political activists and the police
responsibility for maintaining public or-
der and investigating erime.? . «uy >
.. Agreed settlement of these lawsuits
...deserves -;gavhearty‘,;-;welcome.;;r_'rheln_old

“‘Red Squad” silliness added nothing to
"-:the publi¢: safety, -but”instead: diverted
» Police - resources ™ into T activities: with
either negligible or negative effects:.Red
 Squads”:anties -were. an"embartassment
. both to-law “enforcement and. to citizens

¥

arassed for fully protected acts.™

efore. Judge Getzendanner has. elected
'80.to-frial:rather than join the CIA
andFBI.in: entering into an agreement
. with: the plaintiffs. That is the- City ot
-"~Chicago: ‘Yet'the terms of an agreement
" hetween the' plaintiffs and Chicago were
" worked: out long ago, and acceptance: by
- both'sides séemed likely. Someone in the:
., City . administration,* however, has’at-

It is: unfortunate - that. one “defendant }

~ least tentatively. decided to go to court.
' This decision, if it 'stands until’ the-trial
-‘expénse and embarrassment. x T -
- I Chicago, as in New: York, the Red.
*+Squad.is an-unsavory memory. The con-
.duct. that the Byrne administration pro-

ent conduct.-Mayor Byrne would: do welf
~“to:line-up ‘with_the CIA, the. ¥BI, and

. date,” will ‘involve . the city in Ppointless |
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- -settlement, rather than insisting on de- :
‘f- fen.di_g‘gﬁthe indefensible.;. . 110 3hiA R 4




