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Bach vear the situation on t e labour rarket Lecowes nore and mnore
catastrovhic, During the last three years capitalist society, on the
whole has besn able to boast of a favourahle economic¢ situation, 1In
most ¢ountries and in most industrises output has increased, and profits
and dividends nave increased accordingly, It was only in the secord half
of 1929 that the tendencies towards arn ecopomic depression beran *fo ~3ke:
themselves felt more strongly, developins towards the besinnin- of 1070
into an open crisis, : )

Whilst capitalist economy has continued sorrily, to develep, the
position on the labow market has grown steadily worse, For under post-
war capitalism there is s tremerdous rezeyws Jadtour gérmy even Avvi -~ ¥
and the slishtest depression in the economic situaticn even though seca-
sonal, is all that is required for new hundreds of thousands of workers
to be thrown out onto the streets,

At the end of 1929, when the developines world economic crisis
had ounly Jjust set in, there were 6 million workers thrown out of the fac-
tories and workshops in the united States; three million were resister-
ed on the labour exchances in Cermany; two million in Britain; one milliénm
in Japan, three guarters of a million in Italy, half a million in Yexico,
400,000 in Czecho-Slovakia, 350,000 in Austria; a like number in Poland;
300,00C in Hungary, and so on without end, Altogether, by the “Happy
Few Year", in the industrial countries of the world alone, there were
SEVENTEEN I'TILLICN UNEMPLOYED, ¢

What 1s the explanation for this Ypermanent erisis" on the la=-
bour market, which knows no abatement at all? Even in those periods when
& slirht improvement does set in this improvement is not in the least able
to bring unemployment down to the level which before tr~ war could be
considered "normal", What is this new element whiech makes wemnloyment
the determining faaetor in the position of the entire workin-~ class? what
throws these millions of workers out of industry for months an& years
thereby doominc millions of families to starvation and need surpassing all
deseription? Why does capitalism take no measures aceinst this threatens
ine increase in the reserve army of labour, most of whom will never mofe
return to industry?

' The reply to these questions consists of one word—-~rationali-
sation, Capitalist rationalisation, when it was applied in a few counte
ries only squeezed & part of the workers out of the rationalised indus~
tries, and the number of commodities required to cover the demand vas pro-
duced by & smaller pumber of workers, If the capitglists suceceeded in in-
oreacing their sales, and especially im. inereasins their trade in foreien
marxets; if, thanks to lowered costs of production, they succeeded ipn win-
Bias; new rarkets---true part of the dismissed workers were taken badk,
unenployme ut automztically spread to the country which had lost its mar .
keta, On an intern-tional scale-——and this is the only seszle that the
interns tiomael proletariat can accept---any successful application of ra-
tionalisation measures implies protracted loss of work, implies ~roving
wnemployment, :

Does this, however, refute the reformist statemént that, by ~iv-
ing strans support to rationalisation in "their own conntry", the vorkers
will be able to eliminate crises and umemployment on a nationad -goale?
Taking this theory as their argument, as is known, the American twrade
unions went so far as to nominate their own enrineers who were to rationa-
lise the plants for the employers; the Cerman reformists, puttirs forvard
this argument, tried to force the workers to accept capitalist rati-nalige-
tion uncomolainingly; the English reformists, with this self-same areumcnt

becara tne agents of capitalist rationalisation in the working class
¢damp , bd
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The vervralst areument was iacorrect even it the rmtionali sation
of 1dustry took place im one or in only a few countries, Nfor ?n view
of the tremendous irnovations which ean now be introduced into industry,
in the best of cases only a vart of the workers formerly employed can coti-
tinue working, The campaign of rationslisation, started in America, and
continued in Germany, however, has now become an International rase,

Those countries at whose expense the 4Irst "successes in rationalisation"
were achieved have also copgmenced to reorsanise the ir industries, In a1l
countiries a widespread reequipment of the industrial apparatus is goins
on; the most important industries, the largest consumers of labour power
have considerably restricted wheir requirements in this respeet, and hun-
dreds of thousands of workers in the world mining industry, hundreds of
thousands in the metallurgical industry, in agriculture, in the textile ipe
dustry, etec,, are now superfluous, In all countries the so-called
"struetural" unemployment of cepital ist ratiomalisation has increased tre-
mendously, and the vietims can entertain no hopes of being included once
more in industry, even durine the most favourable seasong, This struetue
ral unemployment in the most important industrial countries hasg by far
exceeded the million marks, Rationalisation, as the chief means of effesct~
ine capitalist "stabilisation," has led to exactly the oppos ite results,
By throwing a whole army of workers out of industry, it restricted the
internal merket in =211 countries, Simultaneously, the industrial possibi-
lities have inecreased so sreatly that thev exceed by far the purchasing
power of the world market, That whieh seemed the salvation for capital-
ism, when it was used in only one or two countries, is now resulting in
an economic catastrophe, The efforts of gach ceparate oeapitalist coun-
try to smin the advantace over its competitors by cheapening mases produg-
tion, is endin#s for the capitalists in mass overproduction, chaos unfa-
thomatle, an acute orisis, and, for the workine class, in unpreasedented
unemployment, the final dimensions and duration of which 1t 18 impossi-
ble to foretell,

In this connection a few words should be said about the relaetions
between female latour and unemployment, The prole tarian women suffer
doubly from the consequences of this "era of unemployment™: as the wives
of the workers, and as hired vwarkers, The poverty and burdens imposed on
the workers' wives during unemplovment are ondy too well known to need
any going into, Durine unemployment many proletgrian women leave the iso-
lation of the ir"sheltered home™ and are dravn into the vortex of the class
strurgle,

On the other hand, numerous proletarian women who hitherto knew
nothing ot hired labour are themsclves farced to re ister on the lavour
exchenge thanks to the evermore frequent unemploymént of the "bread .-
winner "

Driven by relentless need, these women in most casges &6 prepar-
ed to work f~» the lowest wases, in the worst conditions, 1f thie can in
the least serw to slleviate the position of their family, (1)

It voes without saying that a very larse number of these women
present themselves on the labour mazK:ts in the capagity of hired labour
power, takine their stand in the permanent urmy of hired workers ard enm-
rloyees, Thus we see ti e paradoxical phenomencn, that unenployme nt,which
turns part of the non-toiling proletarian women into indrstrgal workers,
in tne self-game way creates conditions whieh still further extend ang
deepen unemployment ,

T e G o v P B v e o o s e

(1) Besldes women, forverly indspendent craftSmen, Journeymen and pea~
sants are =lso drawn into the industrial apvarstus in the capacl ty
of hired labour Tower,
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The ever-srowing anplication of female labour and unskilled
labour power in general, which we are now able to cbeerve, ig facilitated
and promoted by the consequences of rationalisation, which divides com=-
plicated processes of labour into simple operations and transfers hea-
vy muscular work to machines, etc, This fncreased number of women tak-
iny up hirved labour primarily in industry (the emnloyers beins attract-
8d by the low wases paid to women), this industrial mobilisation of a
new section of the proletariat, is takins place despite the fact that a
huge reserve army of workers is knocking at the doors of the factories
in all countries, The employers' greed, their desire to inereese thei r
prof'its by exploiting the cheap labour ~ower, drowned their fears of the
social and political c¢onsequences of too protracted and stubborn unem—
pvloyment, This expladns the two-fold feature which we are now able to
observe--—on the one hand, the increasing employment of the industrial
labour of women, On the other hand, as the economic erisis grows ~reater,
we see the growins number of unemployed women,

Rationalisation is the eh ef cause of the mss unemployment,
llowever, 1t is not the only cause, The permanent depression in whiah
various important industries, employin-~ many millions of workers have
found themselves ever since the woma war, plays a most important part,
I'ention shouldb be made of the minin- anf textile indvstries as two of
the most important branches, 1In both these indus tries the depression has
been made more acute by the orranisation of similar industries in coun-
tries which were formerly huge marxets (for the textile industry, in the
Far East,etc,), or by the reorsanisation of the industrial apparatus for
war purposes, Encland suffers especially from the results of this devee
prent, one-fourth of the workers f§vﬁmer1y being employed in the indus-
tries whioh are now passing through ' a crisis,

Sinee the end of 1929 the world crisis has become the most im~
portant factor in the growth of unemloyment

In many resvects, as a result of its huce dimensions, unemploy-
ment has bocome the determininz fasetor in the position of the wo rking
classes, Even in those countries where social-insurance is relatively hich-
ly developed during unemployment, only the minority of the unemrloyed are
in receipt of a very small -art of their former earnin~s, paid out s bene-
fits, Thus in these countries, too, unemployment implies lowered living
standards for millions of proletarian families, fallinz far below the fix-
ed living minimum, It likewise implies fresh burdens for those who are
still at werk, who are forced, from their already miserable earnings, o
support the unemployed members of their famjilies,

It soes without sayvine that this applies 811 the more to those
countries where there is no unemployment Jinsurance at all and where the
entire burden of maints ining the unemnloyed is imposed direotly and exclu-
sively on the workin:s class itself———and these countries comprise the
overwhelmine majority, including the United States, 1In view of the pre-
sent mass nature of unemployment, all +the workins eclags achievements
gained in  wa-e agreements and durine economio disputes are not only wip-
ed out, but for the most part are mar e than made up for by losses in wa-
7es a8 & result of short time and unemployment,

Yoreover, espeoially during the last few months, there have been
numerous examples of the heroie stru~zle conducted by the unemployed az=
ainst starvation, Simultaneouslys however, in a number of countries, this
nériod of permanent and ever more acute Mess unemployment is eharscterig-
e¢d by a numerieal falline off 1in the economic stru-gles organised on the
initiative of the employed workers, i

In some bi~ industrial countries durins the last two years the
number of strikes, as well as the number of involved, snd their dure tion,
had decreased, The initiative of t'e worxers, direoted at strusgles to
improve their working conditions and wages, has been weakened under the {n
fluenee of unemployment and the defeatist arnd Zisruntive aotivities of
the social~fascist leaders that acoompany this, The working elasg igsrot
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vel fully in a position o courdirate fhe sctivities of ermvloved and un-
%mpioyed: At the same time the initiative 0ol the employers, ~who arc con-—
ducting an offensive against the workine class, has drawn new strensth
fro- the mess unem loyment and the still further worsened conditinns of
lTabour, It zoes without sayinzs that the conditions required for the suc—
cesg of this employers! offensive, based on mass unemoloyment, is the
active assistance of the soclal-Tascist leaders, The cepitalists have
succeaded in akinz the broadest possible use of this support, At the
most ciritical moments the reformist leaders enter the bourcesis ~overn-
ments, they take upon themselves, and in some countrics even moncpolise
police functions thev have become active orcsanisers of strikebrerakine in
unofficial struggles of tre proletariat, ete,

Needless to say, however, this weakened activity of the work-
ers who are still in industey, resultant upon the préessure exerted by un-
employment, can only be temporary, The revolutionary vaneuard will all
the more desisively concentrate its forces on the tagk of overcomning this
tendeney~—-on the task o7 unitine the forees of tne employed and unemploy-
ed, who even to-day cuite often are split by the treacherous tacties of
tie reformists, It 1s the duty of the vanzuard to oresanising their struse
vles, and by mobilising the rasses wno suffer most, by uniting the move =~
ment of the unerployed and employed to lcad the proletariat to decisive
strugsles aga inst capital,

=0 =000 0= Ome Oxr Qo

CNITED STATES
=0 = Q=000 w0 =0 =0 wQ) w0 = Qe O wr Qe

There were at least 6,000,000 unemploved in the United Jtates
lest vinter, Lo precise firures re-ardin~ the amognt of unemplovment in
the country exist, for the dollar kines make wide use of the tactics of -
fered by throwi .« out smoke-sereens not only in wartime but also in the
war asainst the workers, Mo State labor exchanges exist no State bene-
fits, nor any other measures for relievin~ the unemplo,ved°

Everything is beins done by the sapitalists to ereate the impres-
s1on that unerployment is only the gonsequense of some sort of oresanisa-
tioral hiteh in industry whieh ean be overcorme, and will be, with the ag-
8istance of the "orsmnising talents™ that it is common knowledze every
$meriean bossesses, For this reason, the absence of any statistics sover-
lng unemployment is nerfectly logrical . Why should one show in black and
wnite to the workers the full extent of the erisis, why sharpen their un-
derstanding to a comprehension of their position, and rouse them to "un-
desiruble demands and decisions " It is far more sengible to rloss over
the crisis, to hoodwink the broad rasses, and to console the unemployed
with false hopes of a speedy batterment ir their lot, ‘

In the whole of this business America's emnloyers of labor are
not interested in the fate of the unemploved but in the problem of how to
use the labor power thus rapoine waste, We will therefore attempt here to
ret at some idea of the extent of unemnloyment and the position of the un-
em-loyed according to the figures that serve the Americen eapitalists to
analyse their production, Of particular importance in this re-erd is an
analysis of the index of rroduction and employment of labor; and here we

by

ray first eoive that of the Federal Resgerve Board, viz,:

Yeapr Produetion in Bagia Industries Ratio of Employment
e e 1192325 equals 100( 1n'Workin§ Plants,
1927 1‘% 104

1924 96 96

1025 lo4 100

1926 108 101

1927 106 99

1928 111 o7

1929 118 100
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This mezrs thut from 1923 to 1929 jroduction rose by 17w, the
nunmber of workers in production fallins at the same time by 4,
A still more unfavoreble nicture 1is drawn by the firures of the
U,5, Labor Statisties bureau whose indexes cover nearly 3,500,000 indus-
trial workers and railrociers, According to this index, the development
of employment in the manufacturirg industries has been as follows:
Employment in l'anufacturing Industries (1925 eguals 100).

b
1923 108.,8
1924 98,2
1926 99,2
1926 100,0
1927 96 .4
1928 Y3,8
1929 9ms
October 98,3
November 94 .8
December 91,9

The reduction in the number ~f workers is seen to still creater
effect in the indexes covering the various industries than in the average
index, as the following tabtle revealsg

Textiles: 1923 116,1
1929 99 .4

Vood Industry

&Paper Pulp 1923 110,1
1929 97,9

Leather :

Industry 1023 1107
1929 92.8

Tobaceo

Industry 1923 116,9
1929 93,6

In this redustion in the number of employed workers(with produc-—
tion mounting all the time) you have the results of the steadily expand-
ing mechanisation and rationalisation of rroduction, This is supported
by the fisures of the U,S, Labor Statistics Bureau relative to the inacrea-
se in output per workinge hour, Here we compare 1927 output with 1914 and

19256:

Percentage Increase in 1927 compared with 1914 and 192 0
v 1914 l§25

Iran & Steel 55

Boot & Shoe Industry 24 8

Tanning 41 b

Stockyards 26 4

0il Refining 82 2

Paper 40 10

Cement 54 l2

Automobiles 178

Rubber Tyre Production 298 11

Flour ¥illing 59 11

Sugar Manufacture 33 0

In some branches of industry output per working hour has rigen
so hi~h that in spite of the considerable inerease in production since
1914 the totel number of workin~ hours have even fallen off ABSOLUTELY,
In otheiibzinches of égdustry the increase in working hours bas been
very slisht indeed, t us again consider the materials offered b
Labor Statistics Bureau, ' y the

BLAST FURNACES: the index of worlkine hours fell fro 0
1914 to 77 in 1927, " 100 in

In BOOT & SHQE "ANUFACTURING the number of wor h
during the same periog by 1%, production increasing by as%i"g ours fell
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PANNING the number of worklns nours in 1927 had fallen by ldw,
1 OIﬁNREFINING productivn inerensed 44 times, whilst the number
NOY urs increased only 2% times, )
°f woxkingliothe CENMENT industiy groducti:nzinereased almost 100%, but the
' workinz hours rose only by abou Ot o ’
pumber of Ig thi: resard the AU%QMOBILE indus*ry is of special interest,
Here the index of employment rose most »f alls
1n 1923 1t equalled 93,0
apd ip 1929 it equalled 116.9

Despite the absolute srowth in the number of working days in
this Lndustry, it constitutes obe of the most brilliant examples of a
‘shrinkase in’ the demand for labor followinsg on rationalisation, Whereas the
pumber of working hours has risen by 158% compared with 1914, the produc~
tion of this industry Uad scuns, =8 . 1827, hy 613%,

In the mapufacture of RUBBER TYRES & s5till bisger difference is
seen-—-the number of workers having risen by 97%, and production by 673%,

In conclusion we may cite an example where the amount of produc-
tion remains practically unchanged, while the nroductivity of labor keeps
rising, In the FIOUR MILLS praoduction has risen by 2% altogether whilst
the output per hour has gone up 59% so that the total amount of working
hours has fallen off by 36w,

Ve may rive further ficures recariins the reduction in the number
of workers in 1929 compared with 1926 in the STEEL INDUSTRY (given on Page
530 of tiic "Arerican Federationist" for Nay 1930) ¢

Resgemer converters 244 less employees in 1929
Open~Hearth furnaces 8% " " "
Puddling Mills 18, " ° " n
Blooming mills 9% " - " n
Plate mills 1l% * " " "
Bar mills 179 " " " "
Standard rail mills 4% " " " "
Tin~-plate mills 6% " " " o

The increase in the productivity of labor shown in the above exam-
plesare characteristic of the development in vractically all U, S, indus-
tries in receni vears, To & certain extent the slight reduection in the
working week has lessened the inf luenee of this process on the amount of

empl ent in the country; yet nonetheless U.S capitaligm has alrea
rggcﬁgg tha% 1imit whergyfh% basic industried ﬁave‘ceases to of%er agy‘

ever-widenine field for the absorpiicn of labor power, From 1910 to 1920
the number of workers ensawsed in the different industries, mining, and
railway transport increased approximacely by three million, Since then
rationalisation has resulted in the labor market first experieneing ste-
snation and then a retrosressive movement , According to figures of the
labor Department, from 1923 to 1927 one million workers had been thrown
idle in various branches of industry, 100,000 in mining, &nd alse 100,000
in railroad transport, These 1,200,000 workers thus squeezed out of pro-
duction have flooded tue labor market tosether with the one million work-
ers who have been thrown out of acriculture and are now lookines for work
" i{n industry, These figures are already out of date now because the race
that 1s always ~oinz on betwsen the rachine and human labor power still
continues and under the ﬁonditﬁons created by modern capitalism mescheniza-
tion kseps on squeezin§ forkers out of produetion,
"The American Federationist™ of April 1930 (page 455) gives a
few examples,~~-Here they are:
Ty eight years, a rubber company insreased its output from
32,000 units 8 day to 57,000 units, or about 78 per cant, At the same t me
its produstion force decreased from 24,000 to 16,500 or about 30 percent,
‘ A sugar refinery erected to produce 2,000,000 podnds of sugar
a day with £00 men four vears a-o now oroduces 3,500,000 pounds with 400
men , , ‘
A textile mill employine 5,700 workers who produced 137,000 yards

of cloth, changed its machinery and methods almost ouvernight and produced
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ame yardase with 3,100 men,
the s yRailroad effiéiency has compelled 200,000 men to seek employment
in other fields, Instances could be multiplied,

Yany thousands of musicians are unemployed as a result of the
introduction of the "talkies,"

These are the three factors responsible for struetural unemploy-
ment in the United States:. the throvine out of workers from industry, also
from eacriculture, and the growth of population,

Naturally , not all the workers belonsing to these groups remain
without work, A number of new industries and industrial areas have been
formed which cansbsorb labor power, Ih the automobile industry, in the
apparatus of distribution, in the theatrieal industry, cinemas, and else-
where, in the municipal services, 1liberzl professions, etc, the absolute
number of employed Bersons has grown to a fair extent, althoush relatively
it has decreased, he number of persons in work "have inoreased, thoush
ma inly outside the producinﬁ industries---in the professions and in per-—
sopal and other services, thoush the greater part are in branches catering
for the needs of the big bourgeoisie,

Mitchell, member of the Y4over sommission to study reeent chen-
ges in American eoconomic conditioms, most optimistically decleres that
following on@he :€Xtension of economic activity, espeecially in the group
coming under the heading of "miscellaneaus™ industries, and on commercial
activity, the possibility has been created during the last seven years
of using the labor power of &pproximately 4,500,000 wage earners,

Other observors arrived at the s=me conclusions, Leo Wollmen-—-—-
also a member of the Hoover Commission---comes to the smclusion that
from 1920 to 1927 1,400,000 new workers were absorbed in trade,970,000
in transport and communications, and 630,000 in the building trades, The
"miscellaneous" industries have been responsible for the biggest abscrp-
tion of labor,  This group inecludes mueicians, sta-e artists, employees
of banks and insurance companies, notel employees, barhers, cimema workers
garage hands, automobile motor mechanies, ete, The number of persons
encaged in this group has grown almost to 2,500,000,

In the same April issue of 1930 the "American Federationist®
gives (page 456) the followinz examples of the growth in employment:

"In the last eiesht years, however, the increased automobile
Bales have necegssitated employment of 750,000 or more salesmen and garage
employees, New hotels have added 500,000 to their staffs, Telephone com-
panies added 78,000 to their wage rolls, Bobbed hair and the popularity
of beauty: parlors, it is estimated, have taken another 200,000,"

wow, even if we do accept all these most sntimistiec calecuktions
as correct; and further take 1t that ag from 1920 from four and a half
million to five million new workers have been placed in jobs, what is the
importance of this increase if the consequence of squeezing workers out of
industry and agricul ture-=--plus the result of the gravth of population-—-
means that not less thasm nine million candidates are lining up to clsim
these jobs?) Thus, during a single decade, as the result of strueturel
changes in industry, a Beserve army counting not less than four million
persons has been created in the USA,

The other side of the medal of the much-vaunted prosperity of
Ame;ioa—-—with all its industrial successes, its ereation of new branches
of industry bringing in millions in profits, with its fantastic stosk ex=-
change oirculation, and its wealth, automobiles, laboresaving machinery
and so on---is this srowing army of beggars meny millione strong, an er-
my of workers squeezed out pf production, of men who ar~ not needed, who
are "gurplus™, and army of wnemployed, '

It must be remembered that such a level of unempleyment is the
: normal accompaniment of American prmverity, No statisties cover this

unemployment, nothing is done to teke keep any track of it whatever It
remains the hidden side of the medal of prosperity, Ascording to fiéures
of the 4American Federation of Labor, durineg the last twenty-seven mon ths

before the crisis the average of unemployment amongits members was 9%,
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After the economiec crisis had developed, tne number of unemoloye&finf
creased considerably, Producti-n rapidly fell, The first to ‘cel the
blow were the luxury trades, but the crisis dit not stop there. ‘In the
automobile, iron and steel and even in the coal imdustries---everyrhere--
we see a considerable decline in production, For the space of six months
the volume of production droppred as much as it had inereased nreviously
in five years of prosperity, It will be readily realized what effect
this has had on the lator market, Amons trade unionists unerployment has
increased more than double, During the first months of this year over
20% of union members were out of work, & position the like of which nas
not-been seen for yvears back, Amons the buildinc workers unemnloyment
has agtually risen to 43w, Unemployment (we take the fi-ures for March
1930 has hit hardest of allat the centers of the metal manufuctures and
automobile industry---Birmincham, Alabama, 204 unemployed; Chicago 286.;
Vleveland 254; Detroit 25w, Unemmloyment is also very hich in the “tex-
tile centers of the Iorth which Jjust before the crisis were already suf-
fering from rmch unemnloyment due to the mieration of this industey te
the South,

It can be recorded that the usual summer 511 in unemployraemt
this year is not nearly so considerable ac is renerally the case, Even
Hoover's campaign has failed to 1ift constrnetion to la st year's level,

With the constant excess of labor porer that is soines bersging,
only the stron-est and most suitable unemployed worke rs capatle of yielding
& profit to the boss can count on srettines any work at all, even 1f that '
work be temporary, At 40 years of a~e the worker in the USA has reached
the dead end when 1t becomes most difficult for him indeed to find a new
Job, & guesticnneire circularized by the All-America Association of In-
duatries brourht +the fact to licht that 304 of the plants questioned |
have fixed a definite age limit when it comes to hirins new workers—-—-
in most cases 40 years, the maximum being 45, These ficures do not show
what percentace of production fells to the sahre of this30% of working
plants and what number of worke~s thcy employ, btut even the "American
Pederationist"" recosgnises that they prekably represent the majority, for
as a rule it is the bic-est nlants that wenerally apply the boss policy
most consistently., In many e mloyment bure vw® a necessary part of the
fittings is a prominent notice: "If you are fsfty vou need not apply, e
want speed and production," 1In this connedtion it is interestine to take
note of the Influence exerted by the . TROUP INSURANLCE system effected by
plants for their employees, =t the present time this system is another
excuse for the employers to rejuvenate their lator power, The point is
that the risk end exnenses bound up i*h i:s rine workers inecrease the
older +the insured persons are, and for this reason in practically all
plants which have intr:duced group insurance a nerfectly definite and in
most cases very low age limit has been set for new workers taken into the
firm's employment., "Then what rust & man over 40 do? ™ The director of
one of these plants was asked, "Keep his old jcb," was the lasonie answer,

William Green, President of the AFL, states that the losses in
wares suffered by the working class owines to unemployment durineg the
first quarter of 1930 exceeded & billion dollars; and it must be kept in
mind thgt he was going on the fizure of a total of 3,700,000 unemployed
which 1§ considerably below their actual numbers, ’ '

» In face of th. s unemployment the AFL is only worried about one
thing---how to safeguard the country a-ainst Bolshevism and save capi tal-
ism from unnecessary losses, 1In an article under the bombastic title of
"Constructive Progress or Doles", Green is a~ainst the introduetion of un-
employment benefit and demands instead that capitalist economy be develop-
6d 8long planned lines, In addition, he very modestly susgests that the
%pemgloyme?tlcensﬁs aﬁtharized by Conrress "should be a recular feature of

ne decennisa census’---every ten vears! lore for the curiostit f th
thing. th anythin - J.ve . ve mav T 18 ny, o T2 K e
orgaﬂlsa%gon %ecently g~voc§teﬁ t gt?ggaagg %%Etcg%%galwgggéﬁ‘oglgss

—
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“year's rest" (1) ror the purpose of reducing unemployment,
: Owins to the abserce of any uvnemploved relief whatever, the po=
sition of the out-of-works :n this, the richest country in the world is
at least just as bad as in the most backward countries of Europe, 1In
spite of the wonder-talk of the enchanted reformist bureaucrats and bour~
geols hack-writers visitin- Americe recardine the hish wases paid in that
country, the mass of the workers possess practically no savings of any
value at all, On the contrary, owins~ to the wide distribution of the
installment buying ‘in America which epables them to purchase all manner
.of things, the broad masses of the people simply morteaze their wages,
For $1ic spaason, with the oncoming of unemployment, large numbers of un-
employed workers find themsleves in a hopeless fix, They cannot even use
their things aswsecurities, Hunger awaits them and the loss of comfart

A common feature at such times are the long gueues lining up to
enter the few flop-houses (where the only canvenience for the worker is
a chence of spendine the night in some cellar lyins on some old news-
papers he rey have picked un); then the endless breadlines queueing up
to et the bread issued by the "rich philanthropists™ of the land; and the
lines, thousands lons, thet take their stend im the bitter cold of night
at some factory--ate just becsuse the rumour has sot around that "hands".
are needed-—-these are all fucts that throw a hard lisht on the position *
of the 6,000,000 unemployed who maX dron dead where they stand for zll
the boss cares 1in the wealthy Unilted Stetes where the dollar sun never
sets on the Mor~sans, the Rockefellers, and their like,

Qe Qo Qo Qam Qo oo O o O wwr() =) o oo

GREAT BRITAIN
=0 0= 0=0=0~0=0=0~
In @yitein there =re no bic fluectuations between winter and sum-
mey unemployuent, no abrupt swineine of the pendulum of unerployment twow-
ineg idle hundreds of thousands of men and women at a time as 1s to be
clearly seen in the case of couwstries with highly rationalised industries,
In Britain ther: exists & lot of nnemployment which for some
time now has been slowly but steadily elimbing upwards still hi-her, Be-
ginnine from 1923 unemployment amon~ those coming within the scope of the
National Insurance Scheme has been movings at the followin% ratio;

1923 - 11.7%
1924 - 10,3%
1925 - 11,3%
1926 - 12 6%
1927 - 9 7%
1928 o 10 ,8%
1929 - 10,6%
1930 Junp, -~ X 8%
Feb, -~ 13,1%
Merch - 14%

Trie reveals thai the British bourgeoisle's propnecies that the
decline i uneuployment otscrvable in 1V27 was going to continue proved
unwarranted, .
Owing to Britain's bi- export trade, the country is so close-
ly bound uwp with international ec¢onomic conditions that the result of ra-
tionalisation in other countries had already besun to make themselves felt
& good while back on her own labor merket--—-at a time, too, when ration-
alisation in British industries had veen develdped only to a very slisht ex-
tent, However, with the formetion of "His Majesty's Labor Movernme nt" a
new phase was besun, With real zeal and enthusiasm its laborist Minis-
ters are getting down to thejob at this belated hour of rationalising
British capitalism, Ths abrupt rise in the unemplovment fisurcs in recent
(1) By this fyear’s rest® thne American Federationist understands the
granting of a years's holiday paid for by industry to a definitéd percent-
age of the workerg-——about 5,5, )
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months is due i ccasiderable measure 1o tre<g silsrte o7 Lobor's infg-
ters, The relative stability of uvpercloy-ent---sven glthou~h at a hi-h
fi ure---that was charscteristic 2f recent vesrs has under:-one a chanrce
which sees the intensification of unempl yment, as tne followine tatle
shows:
Nurber of Insured Une:ployed in “reat Pritain epd Torthern
Ireland (dn thousands],

Month LMeer 1928 T dges 1930
Japuary 137E 1191 1434 1534
February 1208 1139 1430 1532
March 111K 1071 1168 1731
April 1075 117y 1198 -
May 1016 1143 1166 -
June 1082 1139 117a o
July 1065 1354 1188 -
August 1076 1387 11w e
September 1075 1364 Lk’ -
October 1132 1421 1279 s
November 1172 1439 1323 -
Decerber 1121 1565 1552 -

These figures by no means indiecate the total nunber of the un-
employed inthe country, There must be added a luree number of uusmploy-
ed drawing Poor Relief as well as a larce number drawins no benerit
whdﬁm&éra accordine to fisures of the MNational Unemployved workers'! mo-
vementi which is well irformed as to the numbers of the unemplorsa not
drqvinc benefit aml struck off the re ister, the actual nuvber of une-
oo loyed exceeds the number drawing benefit by not less than tnree-
quarters of a million, The former Couservative "overument snod the
present Labor Government can divide the noucrs ejually when it comes to

which of them has done most to dcurive ¢ioh lurge rurbers -f the unemp-
loyed of the ™dole™; in fact, uuder "Lator™ itheve have been more unenmp loy-
ed struct off benefit, anmd they ar: “ecolu % us, During its firet six
months of office the Labor “overnmant devrived the unemnloved of the sum
of £2,568 6566 (wnich is peariy 49 ni{llim rarks), by turnin~ down appli-
satlons for benefit (after suoo ». 1l:wtion has bYeen refused, a second ap-
plication may cnly be submittsd ic¢ six wesks tine), .

Unders Kgrgaret Bonfleld's direction the econditions governing
the iggue of Eeneflt for women have also been rmade worse, By operating
the 1nfamous "not geouinely seckilng work™ clause fod all it is worth, the
Lator bovern@ent withdrew the dole In the space of six months from 4,369
women §ore than did the Comservative “overpment in the same number of mon-
tg:°u.”urthar' }ne 2ibor Tovernment has bestsn 611 records ever set up by
3 8 gUgsirvaﬁchquvernment in operatine the no leas notorious clause
wnavle to fipad suitable employment™ by taking 3,000 more women off bene-
it than the Die-Haris cver 114,

The followins tuble showe the distribution of uwnemployment in the

cowntry:

Approxinats No, Persuotags unemployed at end

Insured, &.3d e OF Hlarpch 1330,

16 to 44 Me o Women Total
o July 1927 . .
Waiean 582,190 - 25,1 14,1 23,0
Northern Irelsnd 285,400 21.3 13,9 20.4
Northwestern Area 2,119 .500 18.8 20,9 9.5
Scotlaad 1,270,390 17.1 16.6 17.0
Northeastern drea 1,985,540 7.3 14.7 167
1dlands 1,793,090 12,5 13,1 12,1

Altogetner, in these arcas (which are of outstendips importance

industrielly and where over nine mil. A W g ; .
ment 1s over 18y, ine milllon insured workers live), unemploye
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On comparing the above firurcs with tiuoge areas in & "favorable”
position to whiech bourgeois economists make reference so often, we find
the fisures to be:

London Area 2,214,430 8,6 4.7 7 A&
Southeastern Area 894,200 8,3 5,6 7.7
Southwestern Area 839 ,200 10,4 7.1 9.6

On analysinc unemployment from the viewpoluat of its distridbu-
tion amonc the different industries, we see that in practically all in
which @ large number of workers are employed the percentase of unemployed
is at its mximup, as the followin~ table reveals:

Mining 1,074,710 insured and 14,b% unemployed
Building Trades 825,980 16%
Engineering Trades 586 ,750 13,84%

Cotton Trades 554,790 27 1%

Steel & Rolling Mills 178,720 26 1%

Shipbuild ,&Repairing 204,500 27%

Wool & Worsted Yarn 239,060 21,9%

Municipal Services 164 ,430 v 27 ., "%

Dockers &Water Trans- Co

por Workers 171,220 36 ,1%

It is plain that amon- the industries most hardly hit by unem-
ployment are to bve found »recisely those industriec based mainly on the
export trade, <Ihis means that the solution of the problem of unemloy-
ment in these branches of industry depends to a certain extent on no in-
ternal measures that can be applied in Britain,

Just let us take the TEXTILE INDUSTRY by way of example, In
this industry there are no less than 1,300,000 insured persons (nearly
800,000 women and 500,000 men), In the ocotton branch alone over half a
million workers are employed, Seven-eirhts of the total ocutput is expart=
ed. DBritain's share in the world trade in cotton geocds in the neriod
190 to 1912 stood at 70w, For the period 1923-25 it had fallen to 50% ,
sinse when this drop has continued all along, The vemsequence is appaling
unemployment, In the cotton branch 274 of the workers had no work at
all, For many years the short-week was widely adapted in this industry,
sash worker being employed no mors than three days & wefk, a4t ths pre-
sent time less than one-third of the cotton workers are emvloyed & iull
week, In engineering and in coal minines the positim §is the same, It
is utterly impossible to et back to the 0ld level »f employment for the
workers, and in some cases for the regson that the countries for whose
markets these industries used to produce have themselves become n¥Frdncsrs;
and in some cases have even Dbecome dangerous competitors in other warkgte
fommerly held by Britain-—-e,s, the Japanese textile industry in China,
India and elsewhere, 1In Britain you set today a constant swrplus of l&bor
power in the different key industries which the British bourgeoisie have
at last been compelled to reckon with, ‘

In 1928 an industrial committee was set up to effest the trans-
ferense of unemployed workers from depressed areas which was instructed
to study the position on the Labor market and to assertain which districts
and industries would probably never azain be in a position to provide work
for their unemploved and also to elaborate suggestions for the tranefer
of these workers to other distriats and other t-~des, About the middle
of the vear the committee published its report uicn put an end to all il-
lusions that might ever have been entertained recardine the charaster of
the unenmployment Britain is sufrfering from,

Let us now briefly consider the question of whether it is pos-
sible at all to undertake any such transference of labor (here advanced
as a remedy) within the framework of Britain's industrial maochine,

We have already seen that unemployment has all the important in-
%gg;rig% ?ggast;n %ts arigﬁ I;OWi hgg abo%t bein ~ able to transfer lador

) us 0 another? n e debat
taken place in Bgitain much wei~ht has been i:igéﬂﬁniﬁ?%°yment that have
industries as asainst the "old" ex b % at are called the pew
d e 1) h ! port trades, Iy i: on then that Brifain
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must lay her hopes, They are developin% favorably and it is they,we are
told, that cun settle the protlem of unempnloyment,

Yet, it only needs a comparison of a number of insured workers
in the "o0ld" and the “new" branches of industry to convince oneself tha §
in all the most important new industries lumped torether there are not
employed even half the number of workers engaged in the textile industry
alone, This the followi ne fisures show:

"01d" Industries No.Insgured Workers,
Coel Mining 1,074,710
Shipbuilding 204,500
Textile Industry (All Branches) 1,215,420
Iron & Steel Trades 178,720
Engineering 586,750
"new" Industries No, Insured Workers,
Ghemicals,'ineluding Explosives & Rayon 124,280
All branches Electic Trades (Approximate) 196,010

lanufacture & Repair Motorcycles,Cars & Planes 245,410

This being the position, it is not at all surprising that the
only plan the Baldwin Government could submit to solve the unemploy-
ment probleme—-the transference plan-had the bottom thoroushly knocked
out of 1t, Baldwin appealed to 150,000 British employers begeine egch
of them to find a job for at least a sinsle unemnloyed ran, In a month
he had an answer from 1,000 of tkem---taken altogether, they were prepar-
ed to find Jobs for 2,000 unemployed, The further fate of this plan is
enveloped in a dark obscurity ’

v The transference of labor power is impossibdle at a time whepn *
the ey industries are beginninc to find hundreds of thouseands of their
workers needless for them and are therefore squeezing them out of pro-
duetion; whilst the "new flourishine™ branches of indus try can only ab-
sorb thousands altogether, at best some tens of thousands of worke rs,

The attempt at orcanized transferensce of lator was bound to
end in complete failure, Under the pressure of extreme need,hewever,fair
numbers of unemployed men have attempted to enter new trades, And the
result? From the middle of 1928 nearly 90,000 miners, 4,000 shipyard
workers , 80,000 textile workers, and 30,000 workers formerly employed in .
steel rolline mills have changed their trades, What is the position with
regard to unemployment in those branches of industry entered by these ?
Workers? We find that the percentage of unemployed in the industries ‘
in question was:

Percentage of Unemployed in New Industries,

Middle Ausust 1928 Middle larsh 1930 f
Automobile Industry 9.8% T 0 8% ‘
Distribution 9 ,.4% 8,.8%
Chemicals 7 0% 9,3%

In the machinery of distribution, which has attrected a larse
number of unemployed owing to the r¢la tively favorable prospeets it of=
fers in rezard to emplayment, unemployment has inereased over 3% end at
the present time Has already acquired the cehracter of chronie unemploy-~
ment, With things in this way, even emieration is proving ineffectivew——m
this outlet thruch which the industrial countries up to now have used
to get rid of a part at least of their surplus labor vower, During the
last few decades practically al. the old immigration countriec have set

ota barrie ge i t infl T o
%gigﬁsh emp{re fia%‘ué%if qu telgecgﬁtiy }%m%agaﬁggéib{gttgorgggig %getha

11lusion that it is possible to trangfer surplus labor vower within the
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X g " have been

) f the Empire, For a lons time yarious covernents

gkifi%ﬁilg financigg emisration until at last even the rosiest >f propa-
~andist descriptions by the "4nister for the Colonies can ng lonser

ide the actual conditions prevailing  in the Dominions and olonies.h
he rmajority of the immlicrents leave Britaln without any funds, In the

solonies and dominions the lator market is ~lutted, Once arrived over-

geas, these people find themselves in cuch dire distress that ghey are
shor%ly after driven to try =211 possiltle means to cet back to Britain,

The hopes thus nlaced on enisration as a reans of reducins un-
employment at home have been entirely croundless,

The Conservative Govefament proved powerless to reduce unemploy-
ment, while as regards His Va jesty's "Labor" Goverunment, its wholeheart-
ed endeavors to promote rationalisation have only swelled the ranks of
the unemployed,

The Labor fovernment was successful at the Ceneral Election be-

cause of its pledese to cive foremost place to the oblaining of work for
the unemployed and to set to work immediately to perform that task along
practical lines, Within ten months after it came intodffice, the number
of reristered unemnloyed had increased by 400,000 persons!

Sinee the Labor fGovernment cannot, and does not want to, take
the only rosd that can cut down unemployment, that offered by reducine
workine hours, all it does is to kick up a lot of noise and to boost tho -
se slizht measures it is applyins which even the Conservatives describe
as lacking determimtion and revealin~ cowardice and the most limited
of outlooks. Mr, Thormes, Lord Privy Seal, has played the commercial tra-
veller for the 1gritish bourgeoisie with the object of promotin~ EZmpire
trude, but unemployment has grown despite all his clownish tricks-—--and
keeps srowing, The bourreoisie are be~inning to get afraid of the radi-
calisation of the masses amd no longer beliave in the talents of J.H,
Thomas, Lloyd George recently sot up in the House of Commons to state
that as far as the propaganda of communism was concerned he was not so
mach frichtened by Stalin's ectivities as by the activities of the Lord
Privy Seal (Mr,Thomas),

After the experience of the TUSA, Cermany and elsewhere,there
can be no doubt whatsoever that the rationalisation measures being appli-
ed in Britain will mean the further extension of unemployment, The la-
bor Government is congiciously selling the interests of the unemployed
and the workins clasgs as a whole to promote the interests of capitalist
econony, ©On January 2lst this yveasr w v, J . H, Thomas frankly announ-
ced that :"It was perfectly true that the effect of certain schemes of
rationalisation which he was encouracing because thev were in the inter-
est of the country must be to add to the unemployed and not +to decrease
them°8 %t was no good running away from that fact (Times, January 22,1930,
rage o.), ‘

The national Unemployed Workers' Movement which is working in
a ceascless strugerle carried on day by day to orcanise the Dritish unemp-
loyed and to defend thelr rights, at the sare time raises the whole pro=-
blem of unemployment as it effects Fritain, poses the problem in all its
bearings, and in its practical activities ~ives nrominence to those ob=
Jeotives and aims and objects for which workers and workless alike can
wage a Joint struggle if they wish to shake off the eurse of constant un-
employment that hangs over two million British proletarians,

=0=0=0m 0w 00 =0 =0~ Q=0

GERMANY ,
~0=0m0=0=0=

: fcgr?ag{ is & classi% exgnmple o now wunemvloyment can be used as
a means o: rinsins pressure to bear on the whole “orkins class, In 1928
g?;;eigdggtgi sgiii bgre thiiga%o of the nrevious year's boom, the em- -
> m £ on 2 soli rout azainst all the demands for hie
wases, basing their objections to any advances in wares on their assegzt
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tion that "wase demands were handicapping the development of the boom
and preventing the stamping out of unemloyment " (this, be it noted,
ri-ht as the peak of the boom and at a time that was considered a favour-
able season, the mumber of unemployed then standine at over three
quarters of a million), Two or threge months later the employers began
shoutin~ that "demands for hisher wagses were spoblin~ the boom and were
bound to lead to wide-spread unemployment Hence =11 that was left for
the emoloyers to do was to take a little further step towards a counter-
attack and to throw out the slogan of "lower wares to prevent unemploym
ment." 4&nd if we follow up the campalsn the capitalists were wacing in
every paper and j urnal throuchout the lenzth and breadth of the:land,
and watch the campaisn they conducted durins the nerotiatims on wases,
the parliamentary nesotiations, and durine the differ-nt economic f1 ghts
that took place, then it is easy to see with what steady insistence the
employers kept working avay to exploit for their own pockets the dlstress
oreated by mass unemployment, when the unermnloyment fisures mounted to
%,500,000=-~0f which number no less than one million were drawine no
benefit---the employers launched a brutal att ck in favour of cutting bene
fits to still lower rates, until now this campaisn has already become
an attack all alons the line on the entire system of social insurance
as a whole,

The following table cives the curve of unemp loyment in Germany
for the past three years:

o e P S D 0 OO e St O U o S S D S L R T W S SO S 7 - — D o b 2t e W~ STV RS W W N P

Month Seeking work ( in 1000s) Tot on benefit ( in 1000s),
1927 1928 1929 1930 1927 1928 1929

Japuary 2,536 2,012 3,008 3,394 571 541 712 911

February 2,434 1,933 3,229 3,407 547 481 607 452

March 1,910 1,679 2,671 875 466 581

April 1,613 1,386 1,951 B39 486 559

Hay 1,362 1,246 1,503 488 489 593

June 1,192 1,207 1,494 444 482 564

July 1,041 1,164 1,466 408 508 593

August 945 1,162 1,476 386 508 593

Sept, 867 1,159 1,627 376 494 617

Oct, 884 1,308 1,760 488 654 599

Kov, 1,265 1,762 2,100 504 346 713

Dec, 1,926 2,549 2,956 527 916 963

Minimam »

No,Unempl, 867 1,154 1,466 376 344 359

Maximum

No,Unempl,2,636 2,02 3,229 575 716 963

It is most important to realise the meaning of these figures,
The naturel decline in unemployment that occurs every springis usuelly us-
ed to awaken uncrounded hopes in the minds of the unemployed that there is
likely to be & speedy improvement in their position,and, and this is the
main idea, to undermine their determination to brine about any betterment
in their lot for themselves, Yet, as 1t hap-ens, this deception that has
been practiced so often exerts its defirite effect every time it is used,
Almost every vear, the decline in unemployment in the springtime sees a
slackenins of the unemployed movement, ‘

In 1927, when the boom was at its heicht, it wacs discovered
that owins to rationalisation the lowest level to vnich unemployment fell
mas over three cuarters of a million, althoush pre-war Germany's lowest
uncmployment level had been round sbout 100,000, According to filgures of
fhg akonyugkturslnstigul 8 ndobastitut o8 5oeeialy, 05 381818 89 85%xs

mately the same level 211 throush, Yet the lowest level of unemployment
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) t 67 vhich means
4 from 837,000 to 1,154,000, end then rose to 1,453,000, w
?gg?t;% £€20d8;t914% times hi~her than the average pre-war fi~ures (in

e at 8% 1es hisher),

e ’ dﬁozigeois eeonlmists are now talkinc alremdy of a further in-
crease of the army of the permanently unemploged, and we f;nd E,Ban%mann
(writing in the m"yirbschaftsdienst" ——-Industrial Hews Serv1ce---§tafi£i
~penly, “hea dealins with the discussions on the steady worseninufo e
uneuwployment and insurance conditions, that the averase numbervo t'gnem-
oloyed for the year was actually over 800,000, Already in 1927, the num-
ber of unemploved was equal to 1,049,000, in 1928 to 1,016,000 and in .
1929 to 1,454,000, In other words, the annual addition %o t?e numbg? g
permanently unemployed is placed at aporoximately 300,000 per annum w ig
corresponds to the annual increase in the number of versons reaching work-
in- a~éa This compels Bandmann to take it that in 1930 the averase nun
ber ol unemployed will rezch 1,700,000 and that this gumber will continue
to inercase t1ll the "happy " year when the reducer birth rate of the war
years wil. have its effects on this lncrease and brine it to a stop. N

It must not be thought, however, that a larese number of the youth
actually become part of the army ol the unemployed, On the contrary, for
a certzin number of years---that is, until thelr weees catch up with the
level of wa~es pald the othcr workers---the voun~ workers have evem bettew
changes of findings worl, 'Due"to the fact that thev ars paid a lower wa-
~e, they squeeze out the "older workers; aud it sounds like irony when
we say that ™the daggerous age" in as far as it brings unemloyment to
the worker, is rounfl Bbout 23,

Bandmann's statistical data are very far from the truth. But the
influx of fresh labour power on the labour market now represents only two
thirds of the pre-war inflnx, which is fresh proof of the profound inter-
nal erisis by whieh German capitalist economy 1s affected: since it 1s
not in a position to absorb even this addition to the labour army, notwith-
standing the fact that it is below t-e normal, ‘

" The peak of the "crisis winter" of 1926-2% was overshot last
year by something like one million unemployed. Rirht at the beginning of
the economic depression, unemnloyient exceeded even the dimensions it had
reached in the abnormally cold winter of 1828-29, Even such & completely
"pawligble" witness as the "Frankfurter Wirtschaftskunde™ (The Frankfort
BEdonomie Recister), has been compelled to confirm the following facts!

" ..The rate at which unemployment is spreading is increasing
~ Prom year to year, and the labour market is glutted to & grester extent
%18n misht have been expected, considewrins the changes in the curve of pro-
dtetion, How are we to explain this astoundins discrepancy? Productim
has maintained itself at the same level because the place of human labour
power has been taken by mechanical power, and labour productivity has in-
oreasoed to an extraordinary decree; to be brief, because rationalisatim
has thrown out of the process of nroduction many of the workers formerly A
as sroducers, These facts are sufficiently well known to all, "

It has to be recosnised that when the bourzeoisie write for their
own consumption, so to speak, we cannot deny that they understand the
causes of unemployment and th.e hopelessness of the outlook for the unemploy-
ed,

To-day, in the present conditions of the economic erisis, it is
perfectly plain that there will be a considerable inerease over last summer's
unemployment level of 1,500,000, From the be-innine of this year there has’
been @ considerable cut in orodudtion in many important industries, 1In
January and February the turnoeer in commodity produwetion was 15% below
that of the g¢ame period last year, In the iron and steel trades the curve
of ~rocduction hes been falling all the time; and from the en~ineering
branclf the news is that there is a further reduction in the number of or-
ders,

In espectation of a fierce stru:gle on the world market, German
industry is adopting nrecautionary reasures, &t the present time Cerman
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em is witnessing a fresh and most powerful process of coneentration,
gigifgiézgs have already taken pnlace in the iron and steel trades, in min-
in-, in the eleetric trades, and in tanking, These mercers have been res-
nsonsible for further contractin~ the labour merket, With plants shutting
down, and »roduction being intensificd still more in1tbose plants left
working, thousonds of workers are beine thrown out of industry, The con-
sequences of the unification of the ~errman Bank and the Discount Bank
are known to all-—-7,000 clerks wer: thrown on to the street; and any
amount of further cases of a similar nature could be cited, . .

Simultaneously, with this orsanisational mer inc~, rationalisatien
{s beins pushed ahead, Cutput is beins inereaded, vet the number of work-
ers keeps*falling relatively, and in some cases even absolutely as well,

From the purliched balance sheets of the Siemens and Halske and
the Siemens-Schuckert firus, which had a gross profit of 31 million merks
and 33,200,000 mrks respectivelyv, and paid out dividends of 4% and 10%
it is to be seen that, comvared ith 192N-25 their turnover in 1929 had
increased by an all-round 50, wailst the number of workers ned increased
by only 224 all told.

For a very short space of time, the ICF Chemical Trust dismiss=-
ed nearly 7,000 worxers out of a totazl staff of 112,000, working hours be#
ins reduced 2t the same time by one znd two hours & dav, bringing them
down to 8 hours in all departments, Yet these measures did not affect the
volume of production in the slichtest,

A 1like tendeney o development is shown by the figures for the®
Kleckner Concern, For the past vear, the number of workers employed in its
metal plants has been reduced by abomt 8%, compared with the average
monthly number of workers in 1927-28, Yet this has not reduced production,
and has actually increased it by 1w, In the Kleckner Concern's mines,
the number of workers has been reduced by aboubt 45w; yet nroduction has
taken the opposite rmd of developrment, and has increased by approxime-

tely 9%,

In the Rulir mining industry many technieal novelties have been
introduced whereby, providine they arc used to f£he full, over 100,000 min-
ers will prove superfluous,

This means that rationalisation in its manifold forms, torether
with the economie crisis, nas prevented even the temporary reduction of
uncemployment in VYermeny this year that usually comes in the summer months,
It {s highly improbable that the figure will fall below two million,

The crisis has affeeted the trade-union orranised workers Just
as much as the wiorcanised, #nd whereas certuin trade unionists evidence
an outlook that is typical for a labour aristocracy, dreem of a secure ex-
istance, and sometimes even feel they stand apart from their fellows at
the bench who take their share in the class strusgsle-—-the appellines scour-
g6 of unemployment 1is tearing these dreams to shreds, and giving the
dreamers @n object lesson in the fact that, in 1ts epoch of decline, capl-
tal%sm is not in a yposition to maintain any broad stratum of labour aristo-
crats,

ILast winter unemloyment ros: to 56% in certain branches of the
building tredes, But,even in what are called the boom branches, unemploy-
ment th's year is hicher than it was last vear, this beins most evident
in the case of the wwetal trades, #t the cnd of 1929 and the be~innine of
1930, unermployment stood at an zverage of 20,3%» in all unions affiliated
to the General Federation of Trade nions of Gerrany, as compared with
16,7% last year; and in February of this vear this average reached 23,7%,

A few words require to be said concernins unemployment among the
clercal workers., Amons them it is remarkable for its duration., Among
this grade of wage lebour the creation of a body of sermanently unemployed
loomed up lon/ a~o, These permanently unemployed are recruited nainiy
%Bomhiggefpggiaggegh%hg%d@ﬂeglegks and office worke rs, who can lay slaim

appened to be gettins'at work, Cases of

being out of work for years on end are not infrequent amones these works rg
[ ]
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equence, the number not drawina benefit, 1.e., struck off the resl
igrfogz gtill farger than arone the industrial worferfo Hgnce én€é?23%f§gg
instance, when unemployme%ﬁ w%s it ijt:;stkge1rrhtr,1 gggéfyzrkers and 65%

N truck off e books o ose 0 .

employees gigeti the way in which the terms for obtaining unerplorment bene-
£1t have becn rade more and nocre strinsent, all as the resuét of the asiis-
gance given by the reformists at the time of the Coalition overnme?f 0
which they were rembers, natters have ~one t o sugh lensths that at the pre-
sent time nearly one million urnerployed, which Is atout every third unem-
ployed worker, do not get benefit, This robbery of the unemploved has hit
the seasonal workers most of all, zlthough, as it is, the bene?its paid out
are far too miserable to allow of any one living on them, and just barely
save the recipient from starving to death,

Zach nassing vear sees the position of the unemnloyed getting
worse and worse. Reeurrent uncmployment is besinning definitely to cut
down the ceneral level of those sections of the workine class narticularly
affected by this evil, This especially affects the older workers, who are
first to have to turn up at the labour exchanses when there is any slight
improvement in trade whatsoever, or any seascnal fluctuatimms, while they
are the last to be civen jobse,

The periods of unemployment are becoming lonser and longer, The
statistics show that on October 15, 1929, 40w (or three guarters of a mil-
lion), of the unemployed drawin~ benefit had not been working for anything
from three to £ix months=--znd this was at the be~inning of the winter
period of unemloyment, The fact should also be teken into consideratioh
that the average amount of benefit per family equals 78,83 marks, or near-
ly one=third of the livine minimum for a family of four persons,

Is it any wonder, then, that in 20 large Prussian cities the
death rate exceeds the birth rate and that In 1929 the death rate was 13%
hisher than in 19287 Or, ar~ain, that in Berlin over 55% of the post-war
marriares are childless? Is it any surprise, either, that in Berlin over
1500 people committed suicide last year?

The number of suviéldes among the unerployed is growing at an
alarmines pace, 0ld and youns, men and wmen, seek this last way out from
an indescribable poverty by turnine on the ~as, Cases of the suicide of
whole families are not infrequent,

Now that the appalling distress of the uncmloyed is being mani-
fested 1in all its hideous nakxedness and it becomes perfectly plain that
throughtout the whole of +this summer at least 2 million workers will re-
main idle, the employers are cetting ready to rain fresh blows upon the
working class, Their aim in doine so is to rob the uzemnloyed once more,
and to cut benefit ri~ht down to the point of the complete abvolition of
that miserable help the vWnermployed are bLeing riven at t-e moment of writ-
in~, These blows are being dealt at the unemloyed, but the astual tarset
1s the whole proletariat, The ferman workins class is be-innins to real-
ise moreclearly then ever that this attack on the unemployed is, at DMot-
tom, dir-cted aminst all the . orkers as a cless, That they are realis-
ing this can be seen from the circumstance that the isolated actions
of t-e unemléyed srovine into ceneral action by the workers and workless
together arainst dismissals, acainst the robbing of the miserable bene-
f1ts siven the unemployed, asainst the ermployers' attack, and for the
7-nour working day,

=0 =0=0=0~0=~0 ~0=0=0 =0

POLAND
Q=000 —Omr Qe
Since the deflation unemployment lms increased very greatly., The

rapidly developins economic crisis, however, vwhich &t nresent hac svbmerced
the country, has paralysed the most important industrial centres of Poland,
and Lodz, the heart of the textile industry, at present is like a dead
town, The larcest mills arec 'urdly vorking three days a week at present,
in the textile season, !ost of the small mills ars not workin~ at all, Tha
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erisis iz the result of the indeterminate situation on the markets, +‘he
world markets have been flooded with textiles, Durineg the last few years
the internal, especially the peasant ~arket, has becn an important consu-
mer, tut at the nresent tine this internal ~arket has likewise been flood-
ed, and, at least as a result of the acrarisn erisis, it is incavable of
takin- any more coods. In Lodz, durines the sprinc scas-n, only 300 vork-
ers out of the huce army of unemployed were siven work at the mills,

Despite this, the ofi'icial ste=tistics recently show a c~reat
fall in the number of unemployed for the Lodz textile industry, The PPS
"ROBOTKIK" (May 13,1930) gave the followinec explanation for this phanome-
non:

"Durine the last week 926 orkers received emplovment and 426 be-
came unemnloyed,

However, the statistical data show a drop in unemplovrent of
3,948, Any unemploved worker who does not register, or who is not at home
when visited by the imnspector, is immediately erossed out of the unemploy-
ment 1ist, This is the seeret of how unerployment decreased in Lodz,"

Ve see the same deoression in the building industry as in the
textile industry, The conditions seem too unreliable for bankinc capital
to invest in construction, Even now many buildines besun after the Plsud- - .
ski putsch are uncompleted, Atithe end of 'arch, when the buildins season
should'have been in full swing, hardly a thousand workers were ~iven work,

' A qrisis is also widespread in the metallur vieal industry, In
the pining industry unemployment is inereasin~, and "free" shifts '(Fuer-
sehechten) being introdused,

Great unemployment is noticeable even among the asricultural la-
bourers, despite the spring sowin- season, ageordins to "Robotnik", un-
employme nt among these workers has reached the firure of 300,000, appro-
ximakely 20% of all the agrieultural labourers,

Gven the official statistics reflect the worsened economic si-
tuation, In view of the fact that thece statisties are based on voluntary
recistration, that the entire apparatus to cover unemnloyment consists of
one central bureauw, 22 district bureaux and 437 loeal acrencies, thet unem-
Ployment amones the agricultural workers 1is not taken into accownt at all,
the ofricial statistics reflectin: increased unemployment undeniably have
a certain importance,

Registered unemployed in Poland.

1927 1928 1929 1930
November 139,919 94,132 125,068 240,765 January
282,668 February
December 165,268 126,429 196,427 295,612 lMarch

284,062 April

If we add to these figures only 300,000 acricultural labourers
we gee that we have to reckon unemployment in Poland at present at not less
than 600,000,

Short-time is also very extensively worked y sometimes cutting
the workins week to two days, The workers emploved short-time and who have
large families for three days a work earn less than whet they would receive
as unemployment benefits, '

At any rate, only 50, of =211 registered workers lave the good
fodtune $o0 receive unemployment berefits, The averace family ~ets only
half the miserable wages of a skilled worker as unemnloyment benefits,

The eolossal increase in unemnloyment, which at the end of Yarch
affected atout ode-third of the industrial wo rkers, sionifies the eeconomie
bankruptey of Pilsudski's regime,

~0=0=0~0=0=0~0~0mg_
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CZECHO - SIOVAKIA,
—0=0=0=0=0~0— 0=0=0=0=

‘ " 9 i in unemployment is
As from autumn of 1929 a noticeable increase ,

to be seen, Until recertly, unemployment in recent years has ma%itaigei
itself at rmuch about *he same level---exceptins gegsonal fluctuations—-

all along°According to the last census, there are 3,913,206 indusirial
workers and office employees in Czecho-Slovakia, By the terms of the

Chent System of insurance used in the country, only trade unionists are en-
titled to benefit and that for the spece of three months, All the TU
organisations of Czecho-Slovakia taken tosether have & total membership

of 1,773,979 members according to the figures of the trade unions them-
selves, the data being undoubtedly much exarsgerated, This mean s that on-
lv some 40% of the worke rs are entitled to benefit, while 60% or over two
million have no chance at all »f gettines this benefit,

It should als»> be taken into corsideration that when it comes to
the question of reducing staffs the bosses are more lenient towards members
of the "reliable™ orcanisations such as the fascist and reformist unions
than they are to members of the revolutionary unions or to the anorsenis-
ed workers, The consequence is that the ~ercemtage ar orsani sed workers
among the unemployed---and, it follows, of those drawing benefit--- is
redueced still more,

It requires to be further pointed out that all trade union cen-
tral orgenisations exa-gerate the number of their members; and asctually,
only one-third of the whole nroletariat is orzanised at the most, Members
of trade unions are entitled to obtain unemployment benefit for the space
of three months only, Now, as it happens, unemployment todayvwery often
lasts considerably longer, Which means that a considerable number of unem-
ployed trade-unionists are not covered by the statistics which, acecord-
ing to calculations of the Red Trade Unions, count in only one-eighth of
the total number of worke: s actually idle, In examining the follow'ng, of-
ficial table, therefore, all these reservations must be kept in mind:

Number unemployed drawine benefit in Czecho-Slovakia
1928 1929 lm§ 30

Total Men Women Total- Men  Women Total Men Women

Jamary 20,369 16,248 4,121 21,819 22,330 9,489 39,199 26,285 12.914
February20,131 16,121 4,010 36,147 26,729 9.%13 40,566 28.030 12 511
March 17,734 13,608 3,136 30,526 20,905 9,621 '
dpril 16,683 12,156 4,528 26,835 16,344 10,491

May 16,336 9,510 7,046 21,866 11,280 10,086

June 13,486 6 ,793 6,675 19,436 9,790 9,646

July 13,627 6,910 6,717 15,859 7,639 9.220

Adugust 15,588 7,122 8,466 18,470 8.501 10,173

Sept. 16,569 7,166 9,390 19,468 8,532 10.936

O¢t, 13,228 5,932 7,296 16,248 7,442 8,806

Nov, 12,632 6,125 6,407 17,108 8,894 8,214

Do, 19,698 12,644 7,054 30,170 18,434 11.736

Unemployment ias affected the Cerman digtrict
larger numbers of industrial workers are oo‘centrat:dsigoiﬁgsgfngiié ae
The crisis in the textile trades is »f n chronic nature the
country being affected by the general world textile erisis, Since i918 over
300.m111s have been shut down, It wgs not so very recently that a big
textile plant in Brno was elosed down and a munitions plant took over the
building for its own vuse---a most symbolie act, to say no more, As far as

the extent of viemployment amons telr workers roes, th
Y s % o y e texti L
is followed by the maggl trades with the rlass indﬁstry as & %goégdgegggd,

In the glass industry the introduction of modern machin

. e
thrown a large number of workers out of jbbs, Just an instance; in: o?%ge
?gnufactyring, a new machine minded by two workers -roduces 15,0008  day,
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whereas the daily output per worker using his hands and mouth used to be
500 Bottles,
In the Jablonec district where rany vorkers encared in their own
homes manufacture cheap glass ornaments, the industry is passing through

a marketing erisis which is due pnrtly to Japanese competitiamm, The posi-
tion of these workers 1is being made "orse still br the introduection of
mechanical means of producin~s these ornaments on a mass scale, The offi-
clal statistics do not cover these unemployed handicraftsmen who are very
badly off{sindeed,

No general investisation into the influence exerwvised by ration-
alisation on em»loyment in industry hgas yet been undertaken; but a few
exdbles excerpted from the "Social-Democrat" for April 2, 1930 show that in
Czecho-Slovakia there is a direct connection betwemn ratiomalisation and un-
employment, One textile mill in the Trautenau district has been able by
means of automatie dryers to get rid of three-fourths of the workers en-
saged in this department, Thanks to t e introduction of a new special ty pe
of machine, a certain Slovakian pulp mill has raised its vroductivity 13%,
In theTéplice district one chemical plant has introduced synthetic ammonia
produetion accordins to the American system employed by the U,S, Nitrogen
Engineering Corporation, The initial cost " though expensive, of the equip-
ment necessary for mamufacturing by this process has justified itself to
the full and the money has already beecnlearned, since two-thirds of the
workers formerly employed by the plant are now no l>neer needed, 1In this
same district of Teplice a factary manufacturing eleectric bulbs has intro-
duced new machimery and organised work at the belt, with the restul that
it has doubled its output, One of the big breweries at Pilsen (Plzen) has
introduced bottle washinz machinery which cleans 3,000 bottles per hour
*he passing on of the bottles throucsh the machine for fillin~ and cork:
éng tgegoﬁasiggaghinproved tg such an extent that rroduetion has in-

rease w e same number of ;
gresse talg Mo ont of workers in the bottling departmsnt; and

In ealeulating the number of workers actual -
ing on the present number of uwemloved nersons drawini %gnggigllqigdsggo
that nearly 300,000 workers , or almost one-tenth of the whols proletariat
are completely idle, Just as large is the nurmber of work-ers ecmployed a
short-week& some of them goins into work only three days a wéei, 7
tem is tota?; relief nrovided the unemp}oy?d by the terms of the Ghent 8ys -

Twoy ig;g uate elther as re-ards guantity ana quality,

m on unorscanlzed workers have fo o

any such relief, The best proof of the totaﬁi;gdggigg; ﬁ?a%ﬁgeghgitgett%ng
is seen in the fact +that even the hope of gettings benefit does t sysqam
ce the wunorganised to join the unims, (The minimum benefit 1s ?ﬁ o e
Czech trowns e dav, the maximum amount°24 crowns é day, for thz ace
ggﬁegfmogths)o The introduction of the Ghent System has'rgduced tﬁgaﬁimff
table Sﬁogfgnsthentitled ?o draw peggfit by two-t“irdsoy he following

£ e unemployment benerfit raid out indicates the hue
Czecho-Slovakian bourgeoisie have saved on this item, 76 sum the

State Unemplovment Benefit: Expenditure ,

1919 - 26,532,480 Czech

1920 - 94,978,185 oh orovas

1921 - 76,159 845

1922 - 209,398.718

1923 - 333,031,994

1924 - 140,056,921

1925 - 20,850,000 (The CGhent System was not enforced

in the first quarter of thds year ]

1925 - 5,867,334 (foi the three guarters after the
1926 - 20,052,423 atroduction of the Ghent System)j
1927 - 17,815,457

1928 - 13,972,784
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But the other side tothe medal is this that union funds, due to
the ehronie crisis affectins tic¢ lator merket, are practically spent en-
tiruly on rrovidins unemployment benefit, +*hus, for instance, 20w of the
total receipts of the social-lemocratic United TU Centre was already beins
spent in 1928 on relievine unemployed members, <he amount of uremployment
benefit was ten times rreater than that paid durins strikes, Tnis is
the best proof of the fact that the Ghent system has not only enabled the
Government +to save an enormous amount of money, but does much to trans-
form the r:formist TU orsanisations into subordinate or-ans of the machi-
nery of the capi‘alist State,

=0 =0 =000 ~0 =0=0=

AUSTRIA
~0=0=0=0=0=0=

Unemployment in austria in 1930 reached the highest fi~ure since
1921, In this smell country, with a total population of 5 million, there
were nearly 350,000 re~istered unemployed, More than 25% of the industrial
workers wer wu-temployed, It should be pointed out here that the economic
crisis only intensifi@d +the existing crisis on the labour market,which al-
ready vas fairly severe, Ythis can be seen from the following table (figu-
res given for end of larch each year,)

In Recelpt of Seeking Receiving 0ld- Totel Receiving 0ld-
Y e a r Benefits Employment Age Pensions, Ase Pensions and
Seeking Employment, -
1925 175,580 200,563 - 200,563
1926 202,294 224,972 - 224,972
1927 208,345 236,260 - 236,260
1928 193,449 219,632 23,729 243 ,26)
1929 225,035 252,318 34,809 287,127
1930 231,240 270,759 45,011 315,780

From this it is clear that 1in Austria too there is & great dig-
crepancy between the number of unemployved in receipt of benefits and the
number of unemployed resistered on the labour exchances, The real number
of unemployed is still hi-her, Unemplored over 60 years ot ace, who get
a special old-age dole, should also be considered as persons not in receipt
of benefitg, Whilst the unemployment benefits fluctuate between 17 and 23
schillings a week, the unerployed in receint of old-age pensions get al-
tozether 40 - 50 schillings a month ( the averare waves of an unskilled la-
bourer is approximetely 43 schillings a week),

The wunemployment benefits are absolutely insufficient, but still
worse is the position of those unemployed who have been deprived of the
right to benefits, especially in the small towns and distriets; they then
have to set "ppor relief." While the vosition is verv bad in Vienne, in
the small provinecial  ndustrial towns and distreits, where quite often the
entire population depends upon sne plant, the position 1s absolutely des-
perate, The unemployed, deprived of the richt to benefit, have to be help-
ed by the municipalities, but thesc bodies declare that they ars unable to
o anything because of their own material position,

It 1is rcported that in the nrovinces there is literally nothing
left in tie homes of the unem-lored to be nawned, ‘hole Temtlies sleep on
the bare floor, Whilst the starvines unemployed have to bear all the to rture
of the cold and frosts in the winter, their bedding and clothes are nil-
6d up in the pawnshops, Those unemployed who still ha%e & roof over thetr

heads can consider themselves lucky It will not be too much to say than
gge Egmeleas unemployved in austria”in very fact are becominc cavemeg %égh
y vhe newspapers print stories of the hovels  from whieci ‘ie police

drive out the inhabitants, A favourite plac~ *o 114 these .&,ieos Lovels
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A tv are the kennels under the bridses on the Danube, In its majestie
otsigggr %he law "forbids both rich and pcor to ~i<¢ .o under the bridres,”
he police, who ecan give the unemployed neither work or bread nor homes,
can at least take care that the wearying sicht of these homeless should not
offend +tne vision of the bourcsoisie,

The Social-Democrats, who in Austria have been rid of the task
of indeperndently dealins with the wnermployed which their collearues in .
Sermany carry out so %zealously, are engaged instead in doine nothing, The
need of the unemplayed this winter survagsed anvthing seen durine the
last few years, A&t the same time, the Ghristian-Social Covernment prepar-
ed to still further worsen the vnemnloyrent insurance conditims, The
Social-Democrats contented themselves with uttering 8 few empty phrases,
doing nothing, and warnine the workers amainst the Communist slaorene
winlch demanded the introduction of the seven-hour wotkins day and that be-
nefits be increased to the level of average warces for unskilled labour—
ers,
=0= 0= Q=0=0 = =0=0mw0m

UNEMPLOYMENT IN ITALY,
~0=0=0 =0 ~0=0 0= Q= 0w 0=~ O

d4ccording to the faseist statistics, the averase number of unemp~
loyed durin~ the last few years hag stood at 300,000, 1In January 1930
the number of completely unemployec reached the figure of 466,000, MNusso-
lini, who recently made & speech »n unemployment, declared that modern his-
tory in foreisn countries has been inseribed in blocod, The executioner
of the Italian workine class in his statement sdded only three superflu-
ous words--~- "in foreiern countries™, because the histary of our days, in-
scribed in blood is especially inscribed in blood in Italy, Not only
400,000, but not less than a million workers can fimd no jobs 1in the wi-
dely orcsanised fasoist industrial apparstus, The position of the unemplo¥-
ed 1s so desperate that even the fascist terrcr is unable to reatrain them
from street actions and often matters go as far as armed clashes leaving
degd and wounded behind,

Even the em-~loved vorkers can only drag out the most migerable
existence, A4s regards the unemployed, their benefits amount to one~third
of the average waces, namely, 2,50 = 3 liras a day., The purchasing power
of these benefits-is expressed at present in 1 kilosram of white bread
(2,62 liras), There are few so fortunate, however, who are in receipt of
these benefits,

Faseism is feverishly trvine to stop the further srowth of un-
igxploymento Amon~ the measures thought up by them we micht notethe follow-

g2

In the ~lass and porcelain industry a special "e ort" wage ha
been introduced, 10-15y, lower than the "normil"° pThix ie ggne in ogder go
promote ex%ortﬁ andtstog the extention of unemployment,

n ¢ automobile industry, when workin- short time the rke
are paid for not lecs than 40 hours a week, As a result, when thewgoﬁiz?dn
improved the workers have to reke up the difference,
of unemploﬁééng?e efforts of fascism, however, arc unable to stop the srowth

=0 ~0 =0 = 0=0*0= )=

Approved For Release 2008/05/27 : CIA-RDP90-01226R000100130004-5



Approved For Release 2008/05/27 : CIA-RDP90-01226R000100130004-5

SCAEDIEBAVIA,
=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0~

Phroughout the whole of SCANDINAVIA there is much unemnloy-
cent of lom~ duraticn among the indvstrial workers,

Takines NORWAY fiist, we find tnat in recent years there has
becan an averace of 25,000 workers tdle every month, During these years
{1t hos been on very rare occasions that trade unionists have had less than
205 of their wunion membership out of work,

In SEEDEN the number of unemployed TU members lsst winter
rose to 53,000, which is 165 of the total TU membership in the country,
During the last three years the average amons trade unionists has been over
1C., uniemployed,

In DENMARK th® number of unemployed members of trade unil-
apists has averaced as followss 22,3 in 1927; 18,45 in 1928; and 15,3% in
1929,

THE DO MINTIOINKS,

In AUSTRALIA, whieh only a few years a~o boosted as THE country for
British immiegrants, unemosloyment is on the spread, At the oresent time
Australia refuses entry not only to "yellow" immirrants but also considers
it undesirable to have immigsre nts comin~ in fron Europe as well and even
from England, the "dear lfotherland,” This has not prevented the growth
in unem-loyment among the industrial workers, unemployment due to both
the Australian and interrmm tional economic crisis as well as to the »rocess
of rationalisation that is be-innine in the country, Amon~ trade union
members there were 7y unmemployed in 1927, 10,84 in 1923, and 11,1% in
1929,

, In NE ZEALAND the nercentase of uncmployed amons TU members was
10,1, in 1927, 11,1, in 1923, and 9,54 in 1929,

CAKADA,
=0-0=0=0~0=0~

In CANADA, we see an atrupt rise in the amount of unemployment,
The perccntace affected amcng trade unionists in 1929 was 4,5, this ave-
race risine to 5,7 in 1929, and climbing to 10,8 in Jamary 1930 as a-
gainst 6,3 in the same month ol the previous year,

These figures take no account of unemlovment in agriculture
which is tne ey industryin the Dominions and wamnloys lerce numbers of
vorkers, Yet the farming industry has seen in recent years the introduc-
tion of technical imvrovements w ich have entirely altered the whole sys-~
tem of cu-ltivation and brought about an extremely restricted demand for
labtour., The result has been a tremendous development of unemployment amons~

the land workers and a consideratle reduction in the periods during which
they are cmployed,

The Dominions xnow no State unemployment insurance of maintenan-
ce Tor the unemployed or any otber form of vrelief; and as they are very
near to "ecatchine up with and out-distancins® the llotherland, the emigre-
tion of unemployed vorkers from the British Isles to the Dominioens has
ecome to an almost comnliete stop, :

() o () v () our Qoo Qe
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It is rather difficult to rive concrete firurey for the count-
ries ol the Near and Far East, Quite often trere 1s no ceneral census of
the population, and only very rarely cen unemployment statistics be spoken
of,

In general, it should be established that unemployment is very
widespread in the countries of the Near and Far Eest, Below we will dwell
in brief on unemployment in the most important countries of the Near and
Far Bast, but preliminarily it is necessarv to volnt out one fact whiceh is
4 very specific feature in the unemployment problem in the East,

Adcording to the figures of the Red Cross, in 1929 2 million
persons died of starvation in China,

The Indian Year Book for 1929 notes that 5 to 6 million people
dle annually in the Indian provineces from infections diseases which are the
result of poverty and bad working conditions,

The fisures of the Red Cross and the Indian statistics, to whiech
we have Jjust referred, characterise the position of the mny millions of
peasants in the EBast as g whole, peasants who exist on the starvation level
quite often hardly ranaging to keep onto it, The chains of feudalism are
still strong , and feudal exploitation, side by side with the backward-
iess of agricul ture, have as their result that millions and hundreds of
millions of aecricultural toilers are on the lowest possible physisal level
so that ea%h %ﬁisﬁs %stiiabée to cause unestimable &amaqeo ’

n e Wewm 8 evelopment of capital ’
tury influenced the develonment o? a;’gricmlbulr)-alalilsalguif'l gﬁzngénggeig:h&gfn—
velopment of canital ism the working hands freed in the‘countrvside f d
employment in industry, Capi‘alism broke the chains of feudélism o

In the Zast, however, capitalism, which is on the downwarg
trend, carries out industriz lisation at & vepy slow pace The desi e
the natiornal bourseoisie fop indus trialisation have to cénte d g;res :
saSgtagg of'intirnagional imperialism, In view of the fact ?ha%givgit the
vroaucticn is clearly manifest in all the rost in ortant bre 1
try, internatisnal inperialism does itg o n ragches of indus-
set for its ranufactures for as long as pSSSfbfg refiiﬁhggg ggsgtai s,
iiig‘a?toggo?gggegf fguda%ism, intefnatimaal imnérialism has becozeefés

;o ooy tr modernises agriculture, 1t does not stri g
the acricultural over-population (whie ’ strive to divert
ploymen@) into industrial channeis b;ht&ﬁnfgiytiessecific corm of unem-
into an “industrial proletariat ) N Fricultural workers

Lais forn of unemployment, of he gopses
égrzhengagétalisf press——-"famine ag a ™ sult of fggnggg girveqt and civil
the 2 tP emies", ete,, ——-ig widesprea(ﬂthroushout the East‘ Her 1v
o sgiil'ighgiei be it said, the indust {a1 vopulation for the mos%ewagt
{ndecs nsignificanti minority, 1ie over-population of th on-
mnn%s réif, the villase Population, becor 1s & specifia form of une; ?on
sant°u o 5 qnemployment in the Zast is ¢ (o of the factors prom tinp 4 -

_ prisings and revolutionary peasant iovement g Th 5 o Dea
are most closely comnected with. the rea ons vhie& Vive rive gy Tor this
employment of millions of industriall wo; g ; iveyIise to the -
o ‘Or ers in the Eamtern countries,

which we reag

‘O_O”O—O—O—Q—C 0~ 0w

TURKE °,
=0=0=0=0=0=0 O~

In one respect Turkey'is & typical exa .
‘ b mle or the unemployment w
2t the present time relsns in the Hear Fa t, The slow pace at wiich fg?éién
cg igg%’p%gﬁi %g,aég gggﬁ&o%i?iing ghetrg e of industrialisationo ~In the i
UStry, unemployment is most rife. " Booan o138 ell &8s in the building ir
1 . ) 5 - : -
au e of the lack of finances, the
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number of workers emnloyed is steadily decrzasine, and in addition the
pumber of unemployed is being still further incrcased by the larce nuanb -~
ers of latourers comins -in from the countryside, in the vain hope to find
work, The position of tne unemplove? is desperate,

ECYPT,
=0 =0 =0~0=0
The world textile crisis has wlso artected Erypt, vhich 1s one
of tue chicef cotton-—-cultivatine caxvntries in the world, There is creat
unernloyment among the workers enva~in- in sowin , cinnine, &nd the fur-
ther handlins of cotton, Creat unemvloyment is likewice noticesble in the
transport industry,

PALESTINE,
Qe Q= Q=0 Q= Qe D=

Palestine deserves notice as it is one of the few countries where
unesuloyment has diminished recently, Approximately from the be~innine :
1929, new capital investments increaced the demand for workine hands,
which creatly facilitated the liguidation of unemployment,

In SYRIA and PERSIA, too, we observe an inereased demand for la-
tour power as a result of the industrialisation and moderdsation of these
zountries,

*

JAP AN,
—~0~0~0=0=0=0=

In resnect of unemployment, Japan stsands out very prominently a-
monsst  the IPar Eastern countries, Unerployment amons industrial work-
ers is yut at a Tisure of between one and two millions, In Novernber the
director of the Unem»loyment Bureau in Tokio mentioned 1,200,000 as a
ficure for unemployment in Japan,

There are various causes for unemployment, There is the depression
the ckisis whiech was the result of the earthgqmake, hag not yet been
overcome, Again, the boycott of Japanese coods on the Chinese merket and
the denreciation of the cilver currency also has sreatly affected Japan,

India is introducing protective tariffs arcinst Japanese textiles,
The Exchance cerash in smerica has affected the export of Japanese silks,
ate,,etec, The greatest number of vnernloyed in Japan is seen in the
textile industry, reachins the fismre of 350,000, 85% of these being
women workers,

In turn, rational isation is al so responsible for unemnrloym at, The
textile, metal and other industries are installine the lateet .achinery,
and, as a result of the extreme Intensification of labour, productiop
often exceeds many times the increase in labour power, Despite all this,
the reformist trade union federation welcomes rationalisation in the name
of the workers,

Again, the completion of the public recstoration works in the spring
of this year played 1ts rart in increasing unemnlovment, The emmloyers
lose no opportunity ot takine advantar~e of unerployment to attack waras,
In one of the bis textile nills whien em-loys 40,000 vorkers, wares were
slashed by 30w, In the cement industry wa~e e¢i‘s amount to 25 per cent,

Poverty amons the workins class and esvecially amonc the unemployed
is steadily-growing, The “ress(for instance the "Japan Times"), l-r0ks
upon unemployment ag the direct cause for the increased number of sui~
cides and crimes, The eovernment,which save rreat zssistance to the silk
minufacturers, promiscs to ‘aks rmeasuree to help the unem-loved, but 1t
still keeps back the draft btill for unsm:loyment benefits vwhich was drawn
up ten years a-o, Even the "Japan Times" declares that by this action
the gover:ient is cersatin~ the impression among the ~eople that 1t r~ives
reference to the capitalists, Tne “"inister for Finsan >
Sroposal to assirn 1 million yen for ugemﬂlo;ien%rggngggéneitdzﬁg Zgze
time endorsing a subsidy to industry to the [isure of 10 miliion yen,

o
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UNEIMPLOYIENT IN INDIA,
=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~—

There are no unemployment s*atistics in India, Up till very recent-
ly the government organs did not deal with questions of unemnloyvment in
the workins class at all, on the ~rounds that this nroblem is not urcent
for India, Neither did +the -ress deal with these questions. The Indian

bourseois-nationalist papers pnay more attention to the guestion of un-
employment among the Indian intellectuals, Under the nressure of bour—
"eols nationalist public opinion, some of the provincial ~overnments bvf
India (ladras, Bengal, Punjab, United Provinces) even formed special unem-~
ployment committees, which were instructed to study the causes of unem-
ployment amon: the intelligentsia and to suceest means to combat it,
Likewise the Bombay Goverrment throurh the Bombay labour Bureau conducted
an investi~ation as to unemployment amon~ the intellectuals, Several Pro-
vineial «~overnm nts considered the reports presented to them by the com=-
mittees as to the causes of unemployment, and the measures to combat them,
but the matter di1d not <o any farther, In particular the ladras rovern-
ment acreed with the ospinion of the committee that there are two chief cau-
ses for unemployment amon~- the middle class: a) the incorrect understand-—
ins of the objects and tasks of education (the covernment has in view the
desire of the Indians to get chiefly, a <eneral education, and b) the hos-
tile attitude ol the intellectuals to a-ricultural labour,

It should be noted here that the extension and development of pe-
neral education in India,.to the disadvanta~e of special and technical edu-
cation, has hitherto been supported by the Indian “overnment, and there-
fore unemployment amones the Indian intellirentsia to a econsiderable ex~
tent is the vroduct ofthe system of education accepted and supported by
the Government itself,

There is no information as to the rcports presented by bhe unemp loy-—
ment Committees, resulting in any concrete measures beinc taken either
by the Indian Tovernment or by the vrovincial sovernments,

As rerards wnemp loyment amonz the industrial vroletarias t, there is
very scanty information on this head, The question of unem loymat among
the industrial proletariat of India only be~an to attract any more or less
serious attention very recently, It becan in 1927, when rationalisation
measures vere carried out in a number of industries (in the railway shovns,
at the Tata metal works in Jamsedpur, in the cotton industry of Bombay ,
the Jute industry of Calcutta), which resulted in mass dismissals of the
workers, The followines facts of worize s bein~ dismissed as a result of
rationalisstion during the last few years are %o hand;

1, Railway Tramsport.

a) As a res:.lt of RATIONALISATION in 1927, 2,200 workers were
dismisced from the Bensal-Nerpur railway shops in Khgaragpur and Nagpur,
conscquent upon which & gtrike-lockout of railwaymen was declared in Koha-
ragpur 1in September 1927,

b) In 1928 as a result of retiomlisation 2,600 workers were dig-
missed from the Lillooah r=ilway thops of the East Indien railway, which
likewise served as one of the reasons Tor the protracted railwaymen's
strike in this railway centre, . )

Lt o c)tfpprgximitely the same number of vorxrs, and likewise as a
resu of rationalisation, were dismissed in 1928 fro the rai
the South Indian Railway, | " e rallvay shope of

d) Very recently (April 1930) as a result of the strike on the
“reat Indian Peninsula Railroad, ontﬁgis line alone 22,000 workers have
been dismissed for partic ipatine in strike,

Aout 2i Marine Trapsport.
cute unemployment is fo bc observed amogg the Indic 3
o . T 1 amog, ian scame
affecting several tens of thousands of men, o
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3. Yetallursdcal Industry,

Txtensive dismissals have been carried out, as a resv1t of ra-
ticnalisation, at the Tata metallurgical enterprrises in Jemsnedpur, Ia
reply ‘o this a strice was deciuied iu 193, instine O months, Tils &t-
rike was ~articirated in by 30,000 metal workers, The followin- axzrecment
was arrivel at as a result of this strike: the strikin~ workers to te re=-
instated in azcordance with the reguirements of the factories under the
new ccheme., Thosge workers who 30 not receive cmployment for twelve months
are to te considered in reserve, and enca~ed as vacancies occur, However,
the emnlovers made ho undertakings as to givin~ them work,

4, Jute Industry,

dccording to neysvhnrer information, as a result of the Bensl
dute industry .oing over fron the two-shift system to one-shift, mnd the
apslication of rationalisation measures, there are approximately 60,000
unerp loyed now, It is possible that this firure is somevhat exa~cerated,

5, Cotton Industry,

The depression, and the crisis in the chief brenches.of industry
in India, and especially so in the cotton industry, which have teen made
51111 more acute by the nresent world erisis, result ed very recently
{1930) in mass dismissals, Particularly large numbers of workers have
rean tarown out of the cotton industry of TFombay durine the last few months

Tne president of the Philanthropic Leasue of Social Service in
Bembav, Kanekar, in his verbal statement to the Whitley Copmission declar-
w aT tone berinnins of 1950, that in the opinion of the Leacue, at that
time 1n Bombay, there were not less than 25,0000MENPLOYED TEXTILE WRKERS ,
15,000 of whom had lost employment as the result of 7 mills closing down,
and 10,000 as the rosult 6f dismissals at other mills, Since then fur-
ther dismissals have been carried out in the Rombay textile industry, Ac—
sording to appromimate calec-lations, there are NOT LESS THAN 35,000~
40,000 UKEMTLOYED TEXTILE WORKE:S at present in Bombay, Unemployment
comtinues to grow in the Bombay cotton industry, The=e is no informetion

on usem-~loyment in other industries,
=01 QO Qe Qe Qe

. In 2ddition to the above extremely inadequate data, we give in-
Tormation on unemnloyment in the Bombay vrovinces from an article, entit-
led "The Trafedg of Unemployment," published in the "Bombay Chronicle" of
august 20th, 1929,
o Accordins to the author of thisg article there sre unemnloved in
Bomba y, . o

2) 16,000 skilled labourels -in the textile industry, railways,
tramways, municipalities, electrical and rmechanical workshops and under-
takings; b) 12,000 dock laboure¢rs, in motor car, taxi and other vehicular
transport industries; e) 10,000 ships' orews, ships' saloon staf?, waiters
in“hotels, cooks, confectioners and other domestic servants; 4) 10,000
building werkers, i.e,, masons, stone-~chipvers, nezinters, etc,; e) 14,000
pecple en-aged in intelleetual labour., The author of the article ineindes
among the nnemployed likewise 12,000 vetty shop keeners and merchants (ev)
dently who have been ruined, 4,000 persons vith no fixed abode and who ne-
ver worked for their livelihood, 3,000 pieckpockets and-netty thieves and
vagrants, ©,000 "floating" population: bankrunts, unemploved 1in hithew
positions, ete_, 10,000 beggers, oshle-todio? fa?ers‘.lep“OVS, Invalids,
CRN .

The follovdns frocets are known ebout the or-inisction of the nn-
employved,

the chai In~%927so&Q‘Vn§,,1ovedw}§ioeiation weg orserised tn Eombay, anfes
e ¢ g%rmaqsnxp 2¢ vinwalle; a labonr leader, wrich set itself the ob et
ol seeking work for ‘Ghe vnerployed, irrespestive ~f elass, »clietou
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views, sex, etc
" In 1929 & Union of Unemnloyed Youth was set up in 'adras (evi-

dently of the middle eclasses) which set itself the object of awa%eninﬂ
public opinion to the cuestion of unemployment, which had acquired threat-
enin- dimensions in India, There is alsi a Tnion of Unemployed Youth in
valcutta,
In 1926, the Bomtay City Corporetion, which had even nominated
a committee to study the causes for wnemnloyment amon~ the intellirentsia
and the working class, pessed a resolution for the orcanisation of a Labour
Exchanee or Unemployment Bureau in - Bombay, ,

It is likewise known that soge of the workers unions (for 1ns§-
ance, the All-Ben-~al Teachers' Association, etc,), have special unemploy®
ment registrars, whose functions include Tinding work for the unemploy-

ed,‘ The unemnloyed movement has ~reatly stremgthened in Indias recent-
ly, There are reports that measures are teing taken in Bomba v and Caleut-
ta to or-anise the unemployed, the initiative emanatin~ from the revolu-
tionary left wine, The unemplered in Calentta took an aetive vart in
1930 in celebratin~ Unemployment Day (March 6th), The une mployed textile
workers and railwaymen of EBombay hold systematie demonstrations with revo-
lutionary class slorans, under +hne leadership of the left wineg,

These, in seneral, are all the dats which we dispose of, Zven
from these it is cvident that ugemyloyment In the most important :nduse—
tries of India, chieflv in the cotton and jute industries, has by now ac-
Gured very larce mensions, and especially in Bombay, has affected tho-
ge sections of . sers who hsve Tinally btroken off gll connections
with arricultuic .. .re villare,

0 mOmQ Q=0 Qe Den
) o r

The position on +tne Chinese labour market to a very large ex-
tent is determineg by the critical sita tion inside the country, The war-
fare of the ~encrals nasg ruined rart of the indrstrial districts destroy-
in~t trade and still further lricreasine the poverty of broad straéa of the
peasantry and tine urbvan ponule tion, i '

The mianias 1pdost vy ol Chitria i¢ vawsine throuch a crisis The
equipment has becn vartizally destroved, +{he taxation imposed by othe mi-
litary autiorities is extremels hirn and absclutely arbitiary° In view
of this, the number of w yrkers emrloved durine the la st few years has been
practically nalved, . )

Similar consecguenceg ¢ tae civil war, seen in the fall in the
aunber of the wokkers employved, are to e observed in the other indus=~
trigs,_ Simultaneously the effects of the world economic crisis are algo
makine themselveg felt in China, ™he teg vlantations suffer from Indian
and Ceylior competition, The tobacco and match industries 2&re passing
var ough great difficulties, 411 indvstries nrodusine articles of luxury frr
the forei#n bour;~eoi gie are now under-oine g depreséion The silk inéus~
t?y, which reeently becan +o feel the effects of Japaneée and artificial
Silk competition, on acecount of the orieis in the Uniteq States, is now
£indin~ 1t very Qifficult to find reckets, ' '

atters are very musch the samz in th : RV
dery and porcela in Jndustiieso e earpet veaving, silk embroi-
o It is absolutelg impossiile to determine the number of unemployed
+he press new and accin ~ives casual sli~ht information ag to separate ais .
triets or ind v i en b Few of thsge [Ygures,as they heve &

LS R P N . - .
el MO e h L s g e

3 .

Thus jaccorstn - ner )27 repor -

‘ y A COratL JooFheber reports, at the berinnin®™ of the yveu
in Wuhan thercqwere moie than 100,000, iu Tiuntsin between 140 and 150 thov
sand unemnloyed, The pumber of unemnioyed gseamen wasg put at 60,000 '
. o -t ] v
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2 e toba natch  industries there are 15,000 unemnlored, ete,
te NOb;ﬁgoSi:iwgzszureav of Research, whier calelates *“te rums er

of iuiglles in Shan~hai et 154 each desy, nuts unems loyrent am?§~1§2i 4§71
dustrinl proleotarieot of Chnina &t Folf o million, 1In Sll,prﬂde}ngté.nﬂ -]
is a very cautious estimate. Legidec this uner: "lowment am?nﬁ tgw iu¢ug~1
trial workers of China, however, we lkkewise huve o tear' 0 riac tng "9 —f
ossal potertizl unemployment in Chine among the village noor, an 1Qea, 0
the &iﬁensions of this potential unem»loyment can be.vained f:o? t?ehagnu
nual flisure of two million deaths fror starvation, which was ectabtlishe
last ycar in one of the stricken provinces,

=Q0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=~Q~=

LATIN AMNERICA,
=0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0~

Unemployment, which existed in Central and South America evsn
before the world economie erisis, has ereatly increasqd as & result of this
crisis , as is known, the chief oceunation in most »f these countries is
asriculture, conducted on the one-field system, This form of arriculture
leads to the development of big plantations, the ruinatiqn of smzll pea-
sunt farms and the formation of an arricultural proletariat,

The erowine mechanisation, especially on grain farms, has rreat-
1y diminished the demand for asricultural labourers, and has civen rige
to structmral unemplovment even in these a~rarian countries, -

Thus, for instance, in ARCEITINA in 1926«1927 there were
11,440*combines, and in 1928-1929 there were already more than 25,000 dom-~
bines, Besides this, many other agricultural machines are now beinc used
and the man power employed has decreased by practically 80%,

The imports of aericultural équipment from the U",S,A, to YEXICO
increased by nearly 25% in 1928, As a Tesult of this development the ex-
propriation of smell landowners ana rentiers has ecresatly increased; the un-
employed army is crowing, :

The mechanisation of asricultur: is not limited to rain cultiva-
tion, Strong efforts are also made to replace man nower by rachines 4n
the maize and beet plentataions; there can be no doubt that shortly the
demand for man pewer will have substantially diminished on these plem ta-
sionsg, .

Coupled witn the technolozical causes for unemployment there are
the consequences of the world economie erisis, The fall 4n prices for
colonial products has #iven rise to an scute erisis in all the cor-tries of
Tatin America, At the coffee and cotton plantations, at the sugar-oane
plantations———everywhere mass_ unemployment is the rule., Often the workers
acree to be taken on for eep only, but even in such cases very few oan
7ina emplogment. ' “

_ 'he boursceois press of practieally all the countries reports
raids by the unemnloyed on food warehouses ard that they attack and fal}l
upon "peaceful eitizens," The unemployed flood the towms in thousands in
vain hope of findinz work, The bourceols press of Arcentina reports casesg
of unemployed raiding traing carrvinge orovisions, The bourseois press of
Beuwador, where rass dismissals wer- earried ovt as a regult of the fall in
prices for cocoa and the bad cotton yield, reports incresged activity of
armed bands consisting of unemployed,

All thesc reports, however, ereatly exa-perated and sensatious
they may be, undoudbtedly prove the terribvle poverty of the tnemployed ao-
ricultural proletariat of Tatin America, However, unemnloyment is not onle
rife in a~riculture, Industry, thoueh weakly dev-loped {n these cowntries
hae «1s> been sreatly afiected by the erisis, The drop in vrices foo sl
g?i resulted in lexico in a crect restriection of silver output, 1In the ‘

industry the number or "orxkers has been ecut to apovroximat oly one-thirg
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In the textile industry the short week is very extensively worked, and
mass dismisscls are being carried out, In view of the prohibitive measu-
res carried out by +tie United States aceinst immicration from "exico un-
employment is made still rreater, &accordine to official data the number
of unemoployed in !lexieo last winter reasched the figure of 300,000, The
vnitary Irade Union Federation, nowever, holds that the numbe®~ of une m-
ployed is more than helfl a million,

In other Latin American countries, as- in Mexico, output in the
lirht industries is being restricted ang unemnloyment is very widespread,
In Aresentine and Uruc-uay the nack-houses are inacriticarposition, In the
textile industry of Brazil, where there are altozether 140,000 textile
worzers, in the winter of 1929-1930 there were more than 30,000 unemploy-
ed,

The only country on the American continent relatively only slight-
ly affected by unemployment is Chile, But without & shadow of doubt, as
a result of the increased produetion of artificial fertilisers in the
countries where the produets of the salt-petre industry are sold, a crisis
is not very far off in this industry, which will affect the entire econo-
mie life of the countr{. ‘

N:view of the unsatisfactory statisticel data 1t our disposal,
it is difficult to establish an exasct fizure for unemployment in the coun-
tries of Latin America, Without fear of exasgeration, however, it may be

stated that unemployment was not 1less than 1,500,000 in the eritical pe-
riod of last winter,
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tionary union failed to orzanigse an alected astrike comriittea. As g TO=
sult of the work carried out b, the "Xnights of Labour" towards tre ard
of the strike I00 pew aenbers was _ained (before thig the strike only -
2ad 18 members in the district), and 22 workers joined the Party, Aftar
I0 vreeks of strugzlo the refornists liquidated the strike, calling a _
Jinerqéuageting which the unorganised and those‘belonging to the revelu-
tlonary“#8re not poerniitted to attend, At thig packed neoting the refor-
wests sained g fekority vote for calling off the struggle. -

¢ zegggle orkers! §trikg in Rggﬂ&;.

The textgle workers!' strike (8,000) started as 8 result of the em- -
ployers' refusal to gturt a waze increage,

The toxtile workecs have an agreement whoreby the employers are
Supposad to incrsase %5598 1o accordance with the increase in the cost
of living index, and for nearly a wvhole year the textile workers' wayes
in Renaix were not increased despite tha fact that the o8t of livin
inlex kad zone up considerably duriang this period, The workers declared
8 gtrike degpite the refornists vho vT¥opcsed that the enployers' do-
Cision be awaited, Then, decliding to suash the strike, which they do-

" clared "wild®, the refornigts applied an grtful suanoeuvre, They intro- )
.~ duced their nemberg into the strike coanittee, who opposed the strike,
in order to smash 1t from within, ' ,

At the meoting called by then they succeeded in getting a resolution
passed expressing corfidence in the strike cormitted, which advoouted -
thio regumption o work, asgserting that the euployers would increase WAZGS
The strike onded ig rost of the workers voing psrsuaded, and after 10
days of struggle work wag resumed, but 15 days later tho struggle wasg
enewed and the demgndg of tho workers were corceded. Neither the RILU
sufportars nor the CP took any part in thig struggle.mThey limited then~
8alves to superficigl agitation,

Miners' Strike in Limbourg,

3,000 miners in Limbourg entered upon the strugrle in February 1930
8gainst the new rogulations broposed by the employors. Most of the morke
9¥S in this district are foreign borm and unorzanised., The Mineowners
brought all possible prossura.to bear on tham, counting upon them go-
cepting averything, being foreign-~born. The strike broke out gpantansously
despite thg reformist and Christian trade uniom'buzeaucratu, aud the Come
bunlists led it, electin§ 8 strike coumittes ang pregonting a sevieg of
doiandg; abolition of all fines, improved labouy proteotion, wage in-
Oreases, retention of the eight-hour day, and negotiations only through
the strike commlttes. The eaployers applied for belp to the police, 4
state of martial law was declared. Meetingg wora bLrokea up, and the ro=- .
volutionary leadusrs viere arvested. The re ormists did their best to ;
Spread rumours that Purt of the strikerg had already reswuned work and
thus they succeeded ip smashing the front of the atrikers, )

- Most of the workers resumed work, and the @trike ended im defeat, As
a result of the struggle the influence of the "Knightg of Labour" and
of tue Comumnist Party increawed @uong the workevs, :
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