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OLL 84-1568
17 April 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: HFA Staff Briefing on the Middle East

1. On 17 April 1984, House Foreign Affairs Committee
staffers Thomas Smeeton and Marian Chambers along with
George Stephanopoulos of Rep. Edward Feighan's (D., OH)
staff and Bob Dobeck of Rep. Larry Smith's (D., FL) staff
were briefed on Middle East drug trafficking patterns. The
briefers were | of
DDI/OGI/1SID. Briefing material was held to the SECRET
level.

2. Ms. Chambers explained that the House Foreign
Affairs Narcotics Task Force was planning to hold public
hearings sometime between May and July 1984 on Middle
Eastern involvement in the drug trade. The briefing
consisted of a general overview of the flow of drugs from
pPakistan-Afghanistan through the Middle East to Europe and
the US. The entire cycle from the growing of crops to the
manufacture and distribution of narcotics was discussed.
The Hill staffers were particularly interested in the role
played by Syria and were told that there is insufficient
evidence to depict Syria as an increasingly major player in
the drug ring, although Syrians have long participated as
traffickers. The briefers agreed to evaluate the content of
press articles (attached) dealing with the Middle East and
drugs and will provide comments in the near future. The

briefers were unable to suggest possible witnesses to
testify at the planned public hearings. Fﬂg;g;gg;g;gg;ggw

Attachment: As Stated

Distribution:
1 - OLL Record Copy
1 - OLL Chron Copy
OLL/LD{ (20 Apr 84)
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LEBANON

This is a siory that should have been disclosed to the entire world years ago and
although we are positive that the government of the United States knows of all the in-
sidious, treacherous traitors involved in this exposure, they do nothing about it.

Our informant,a journalist who has been a professional correspondent for almost ten years
reveals that he has been informed reliably by Western journalists who have covered the
civil war in Lebanon that it is "suicide" to write about the 'true story of Lebanon'. Inas-
much as the U.S. media will not touch it and knowing of our reputation of bringing ouft
readers the 'facts' regardless of the consequences -- we are proud to participate in dis
closing this TRUTH to readers throughout the worid.

This is a true story about hashish and what it is doing to Lebanon, where the drug is
made. Lebanon is one of the world's hashish capitals, if not the largest. The Lebanese
civil war is fed, nourished and heightened by payments from the hashish trade. United
States Marines are being killed by bullets bought with Lebanese hash.

On Sunday, October 23, 1983 a driver crashed ‘a truck he was driving loaded with high
explosives into the Marine headquarters in Beirut. Another driver with a similar truck with
explosives crashed the French unit, attacked in the same way at the same time. The world
knows of it as the Lebanon Massacre with a total loss of lives 305 to 310 at this writing. But
what the world doesn't know is that both drivers were loaded with hashish yet the media
just refers to them as suicide drivers. Military reports the same.

There has never been an exposé that detailed the nature of the Lebanese hashish
economy. Nor has this correspondent ever known of a story that traced the connections
between the hashish trade and political leaders in Lebanon -- and in Israel. The journalist
mentioned above was warned that he would be killed if ever he returned to Lebanon. That
is why almost everyone quoted in this story must remain anonymous. The sources are Israel
police and drug dealers, Western intelligence officers, Lebanese citizens, and journalists
who have covered Beirut and the Bekaa, the valley where almost all the Middle East's hash-
ish is grown. Some of them deal with Lebanese officials who are deeply involved in the trade.

The hash trade is organized so that everyone can get a cut: the Syrians who control the
marijuana fields, the Palestine Liberation Army and the Syrian-controlled Palestinian army,
the A-Saika, which provide convoys, and the various factional militias -- Christian, Druze,
Moslem, riahtist, leftist, Falangist, Communist -- are paid off in money or hash when a con-
voy passes through their territory.

Convoys and individual truckloads go out of the Bekaa (the name means "valley") to
what are known as "illegal ports." Without a central authority to collect taxes or import

Over
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duties, the profits to be earned from controlling a port -- whether Beirut itself or a mere
jetty -- are steaggeringc. Published accounts in the relatively free Beirut press indicate
that a port doing business in contraband can earn about a BILLION dollars a year in
"custom duties." It is the aim of every militia to control a port. Profits are staggerina''!

The Syrians themselves, for example, control Tripoli in the north, where the Palestine
Liberation Organization has been ensconced since last fall. Persistent intelligence reports
link Syrian president Hafez Assad's brother, Rifat, with major drug smuggling operations,
including the smuggling of opium out of Turkey. But the Syrians appear to lack the con-
tacts for major export operations.

iAost of the hash exported from Tripoli, therefore, is taken by small fishinc boats to
North Africa. The boats are owned by a Christian family -- the Franjiehs. The Franjiehs
control one of the Christian militias, which are officially the Syrians' enemies in Lebanon.
It has been turned into a political as well as a military power. Franjiehs have been presi-
dents of Lebanon. Their long-time rivals are the Gemayels, who first usurped the Fran-
jien's position as the most powerful Christian family in the mid-'70s. The Gemayels, inciud-
ing Lebanon's current president, Amin, are up to their necks in the hashish trade.

In the 70s, when they were looking in Lebanon for allies against the Palestinians, the
Israelis beqan to provide support for the Gemayel forces. Bashir, younger brother of Amin,
began meeting with Israeli officials in 1977, and six months before Israel invaded Lebanon
last year, Israeli's then-defense minister, Ariel Sharon, visited Gemayel in Beirut. After
the Israeli invasion, Bashir was made president of Lebanon. Barely a month later, he was
assassinated; Amin took over. While the Beirut harbor was one of the few places in the
country where Lebanon's lecal government had control, Bashir's interest went well beyond
the law, according to Lebanese and Israeli sources. "He used his militia to run the port
like a personal fiefdom. Hash went out, and that's where he was making a lot of .noney,"
an lIsraeli source said. The source, who visited Beirut undercover in the mid '70s (when
Israel was still officially at war with the Lebanese government) said that while Bashir was
exporting hashish, Amin (now president of Lebanon) was importing stolen cars, whiskey,
electronic coods such as stereos, and other products stolen or smugaled from Europe.

According to some reports, the PLO's hashish operations were rot geared to fillino the
PLO's treasury but instead, as in the Syrian-controlled areas farther north, were for the
personal gain of PLO officials. To get an idea of how much money is nvolved, you can turn
to An Nakar, a prestigious Beirut newspaper that regularly publishcs "stock” reports on
the late-summer hashish harvest. Typically, an acre of marijuana pli nts will produce about
four tons of hashish. By the time the hash reaches Europe and is braken down into small
units for personal use, it is worth $10. a gram -- or $40 million for an acre's worth.

Estimates of the extent of the marijuana fields in the Syrian-controlled portion of the
Bekaa, the area between Syria and the coastal mountains, vary from 2,500 to 25,000 acres.
Most of that land is owned by Lebanon's Moslem community, in particular, by the large Shia
clans who live near Beirut and in the Bekaa. Peasantslease the land and take the somewhat
minimal risk of tending the crop and producing the hashish. Their greatest danger is not
frory law-enforcement agencies, which are paid off, but from raiders from other families.

It is impossible to estimate how much money flows from the hash trade to Lebanon's
various warring factions. But it is certain that the country's entire political establishment
has profited enormously from hashish. As a senior Israeli police officer said, "Lebanon is
a signatory to all those international agreements prohibiting the distribution of hashish.
But that signature is about as solid as the smoke that comes from a hash nipe."

Hashish is the only commodity in Israel with a price that has not risen in more than a
year. With the nation's annual inflation rate topping 150 percent, that's no small feat.
Police officers, hashish dealers and intelligence agents interviewed for this story agree
that the amount of hashish in Israel has increased tremendously since Israel invaded Lebanon
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Most of the hashish is smuggled across Israel's border with Lebanon. Whether it is
correct is anybody's guess, but 15 tons -- with a bulk value of about $7.5 million - - amounts
to 3.75 grams of hash for each of Israeli's four million residents. While hashish is being used
by ever-wider segments of the Israeli population, its distribution is controlled by criminal
forces as nasty as any in the world. And there are signs that the criminals are receiving
help from Israeli soldiers in Lebanon -- and from the Israeli government itself.

The usual method of transferring hash from one country to another is to have a Leba-
nese dealer toss the contraband over the border fence, But the Israeli military occupation
of parts of Lebanon has created vast opportunities for enterprising soldiers. Hash has been
found in tank and cannon barrels, for example, and inside fuel tankers returning from army
bases in southern Lebanon. It has also been found inside ammo boxes, empty artillery shells
and standard issue knapsacks. And while the soldiers who are caught go to jail, the Leba-
nese official who apparently controls the border traffic operates with official Israeli sanction.
A cousin of southern Lebanon militia commander Sa'ad Haddad made headlines recently when
he was arrested along with several Israelis. They had been caught making a midnicht hash-
ish transfer at the border. Haddad is the renegade Lebanese army colonel who decided in
the mid-'70s that it was better to make a deal with "the Zionist devil," Israel, than let areas
he controlled be inundated by Palestinian guerillas.

Haddad then controlled an area containing 150,000 residents, most of them Moslems, but
the American press, in a common sort of oversimplification, described him as the head of a
Christian militia. In fact, Haddad's militia was a ragtag group of Lebanese Christians and
Moslems with a few European and American crazies who had signed up to fight "A-rabs and
Commies." Haddad acted as proxy for the Israelis in southern Lebanon during the '70s,
allowing them to move troops around in his fiefdom, which bordered on PLO-held areas.

Haddad was de facto ruler of the border area. Little went on there without his knowledge,
and israeli police sources say they are anxious to question Haddad about hashish routes
through his territory. But Haddad is "the property of the Israel Defense Forces' - and the
IDF has been under orders from Prime Minister Menachem Begin who said: "We must sup-
port the Lebanese colonel. Do not interrogate him." Meanwhile, Haddad's cousin and his
associates are on trial in Nazareth District Court.

From August to October, hashish floods the streets of Baalbek, the main town in the
Syrian-held Bekaa. Fighting stops in the Bekaa during the marijuana harvest. Sometimes,
however, a stray artillery shell will set a field on fire. When that happens, newspaper ac-
counts maintain, the warring parties will put down their guns and join in stopping the blaze.
Saving the hashish, to increase the drug's use by more of the world's younger qeneration,
is more important than fighting the war.

Eyewitnesses who have visited Baalbek during the past several years say that in fall,
after the harvest is in, hash may be bought there by the Kilogram, ton, truckioad or con-
voy. Westerners, including U.S. military personnel, can buy small amounts in the street,
but they run the risk of ending up in Syrian custody. (Hashish possession is illegal, after
all.) And Syrian prisons make Turkish prisons look like country clubs, according to sev-
eral Westerners who've been in them.

Larger transactions, and safer ones, require intermediaries, extensive security precau
tions, and "protection" payoffs to the numerous independent Lebanese militia.

The drug itself is made in one of three ways, all of which are relatively primitive. A kilo
of hash costs the producer $3 to $4, including the pickers' wages. Its price in Israel runs
from $800 (lower-quality, bought in bulk) to as much as $5,000. (The profits are staggering).
The best Lebanese hash is called "cherry," or "duvdevan" by the jews. It's briaht red and
is made by hanging non-flowering female marijuana plants over trays in shaded areas and
letting the resin drip into the trays. It is considered the ultimate high.

- 3 - Over
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The next best hashish is made by letting the juices from a sort of marij uana compost
" drip through sieves into burlap-covered trays. This hash -- which Americans call "Leba-
nese gold" -- is allowed to dry until it's almost powdery. "Cherry" hash, on the other
hand, is almost like opium, tarlike and resinous.

Lebanese gold -- "zahay" in the jew's language -- costs $3 a gram or less in Israel.

The least notent type of Lebanese hash is made by putting a lot of chopped marijuana
into very large pots over wood-burning fires. It's like making a marijuana sauce -- water
is added, and the mixture is boiled until it becomes thick. It is then put through a sieve
to remove sticks, seeds and dirt. Users sometimes call this type of hashish "camel dung",
but is usually just called hashish -- or "nafas" by both Arabs and jews. "Nafas" is strong-
er than marijuana, but it is much weaker, users say, than either duvdevan or zahay. It
costs about $2 a gram in Israel and this is the sort of hash usually exported to America,
according to intelligence sources familiar with the trade routes.

An estimated 90 percent of the drugs smuggled from Lebanon to Israel come overland.
Tight "Israeli Defense Force" naval patrols prevent foreign vessels from approaching
Israel's coastline between Rosh Hanikra and Gaza.

"Nothing takes place inside Lebanon without the local militia knowing about it," said
one important reliable source who demanded that he not be identified. He had visited
Lebanon in the course of his work before the Israeltinvasion. "It is a country where what

is legal and illegal is an after-thought in the needs of personal gain and ideological war-
fare," he said.

Another source, who was not talking only about the hashish trade, added that it was
futile to expect Lebanese authorities to eliminate or even limit the hashish trade. Leba-
non's commerce, like its politics, is dominated by a few families, he explained. "Each of
those 'respectable' families, with their long traditions and devoted religious beliefs, is
similar to the American Mafia," he said. "Imagine ten or 20 Mafia families, operating
against one another, splitting the territory on the basis of force and negotiation".

A Western Intelligence source was even blunter. "Surely the Israeli police are not so
naive as to believe they are able to make any real progress with the Lebanese when it comes
to hashish," he commented. "After all, hashish is as vital to their economy as oranges are
to the Israelis." "Besides, too officials of both Israel and Lebanon are reaping millions."

Nevertheless, in the recent peace negotiations with Lebanon, the Israeli police
managed to include a secret appendix calling for the two countries to cooperate in law
enforcement. That cooperation will have to extend beyond hashish. As one senior official
told us, "Heroin is now being produced in Lebanon -- and it is of better quality than the
Turkish opiates formerly smuggied through the country."

A year after Israeli troops entered Lebanon in force, Israeli police sources say they

are having little success in combating a "hashish invasion" going the other way. Tons may
be confiscated, but the market is unaffected.

With international cooperation lacking, drugs are going In and out of these countries
without inspection and a high-ranking official stated: "Lebanese hash is going through
Israel to Europe and the United States. Several Tel Aviv dealers admit that hash is being
smuggled out of Ben-Gurion airport, the Tel Aviv Marina and the air and seaports of Eilat.

Eilat, at the northern tip of the Gulf of Aqaba, is a favorite vacation spot for Europeans.
The temperature never dips below 75 degrees, and it almost never rains. Other police
sources agree that Eilat is a major smuggling route out of Israel. The tourists find cheap
hash there and they can easily get it past customs men harrassed by midnight flights of

drunken Swedes. One source said smuggling out of Israel is much easier than smuggling
into the country.
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The past 15 years have gone a long way toward undermining Israel's dreams and the
dreams of every Arabic country wi thin her (Israel's) reach. Like a plague, the State
called Israel has afflicted every people of the Middle East and although our liberal, corrupt
Congress of the United States has granted this counterfeit country Billions of American
dollars (10 BILLION furnished by American taxpayers since 1964) they, Israel,have stooped
as low as Lebanon in participating in the illegal growth and distribution of such deadly
drugs. Total U.S. aid to Israel now stands at 29 BILLION dollars -- while America retches.

In some way, the Lebanese hash trade -- growing and spreading like a corrupting
disease -- is a symbol for what has been happening in israel.

There are portions of this report that we were warned a second and third time NOT to
report. We have been reminded again that the professional media, newspapers, magazines,
radio and television, will not disclose this story because it involves too many in high

places -- and the warning has been "HANDS OFF" -- "DO NOT TOUCH UNDER ANY CIR-
CUMSTANCES."
If this is true, and | have been convinced that it is so -- it is an additional disgrace

to the American Government's already tarnished record. Inasmuch as American intelligence
knows of this vast and death-dealing hashish trade in Lebanon, WHY has not the President
of the United States been made aware of this baneful, despicable practice -- the making of
dangerous, habit-forming drugs so easily obtainable -- especially while thousands of U.S.
Marines and Sailors have been stationed in Beirut? Or has this also been part of the over
all plot in the destruction of our American youth? It is obvious that our pro-communist CIA

and State Department couldn't care less while hundreds of American boys have already paid
with their lives.

Ronald VWilson Reagan, President of the United States, why don't YOU tell the people
of this once great nation WHY our troops are in Lebanon. 1'd like to think that it is as
distasteful for you to have ordered the Marines and Naval units into an area so many
thousands of miles away from our shores as i1 is to me. And how do you intend to explain
to the parents who have lost their dear sons who were hardly on the threshold of life?
Mr. President, you have honored and entertained Menachem Begin of Israel, who knowingly
issued orders NOT to interfere in Haddad's illicit, unsavory trade, and Amin Gemayel, Pres-
ident of Lebanon. Both are abhorrent creatures, worse than murderers.

The American people have been betrayed! And you, Mr. President have been unfaithful
in your duty. As a citizen of this country, | must respectfully request that you immediately
confirm the content of this report -- the truthful answer to which | am positive -- then,
without further hesitation, order the Marines out of Lebanon. And inasmuch as I've gone
this far in exposing the Lebanon story under penalty of "death" -- and while such news-
letters as this, WESTERN FRONT, has the ability to release the truth -- | shall tell the
people of America WHY our boys are in Lebanon.

The most powerful organization in the United States is the Israeli Lobby. This jewish
organization, after meetings with those in power in Moscow and Tel Aviv decided that 'war'
must be provoked. Russian Soviet aggression is jewish aggression and the U.S. government
in reality is merely a puppet. Does anyone dare to disprove this?

The Reagan Administration received orders to send Marines and Naval units to Lebanon
so as to preserve the territory Israel has already occupied in Lebanon plus a plan of further
occupation by Israel in the near future, which hopefully would involve the United States - -
thus another war. Better heed this as a warning, fellow patriots. Let your voices be heard!!

Mr. President, your allowing William Clark's demotion to the Dept. of Interior concerns
millions of Americans. He was not only your National Security Advisor, but a close friend.
Robert McFarlane, the Clark replacement is a Kissinger protege, a trained Trilateralist and
of further concern is your forma! visit to Gen. Chun Doo Hwan, military dictator of South
Korea. If you continue your present 'pace' you soon will be without any friends.

Over
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As we close 1983 and enter the New Year of 1984, communication throughout the worid
and the close contact the nations have with one another is equivalent to all nations being
of one tongue. Again ambitious and powerful men, whose power today comes frrom their con
trol of money, are telling the people of the world that world government is inevitable, na
tions cannot be recognized because all men are of one blood, so nations must submerge
their sovereignty into a world government, even though Jehovah Himself divided men into
nations (Deut. 32:8). These wicked men say that all religions are of equal value, Jehovah
is not the Almighty God but is only one of the gods. They say we must have a world police
force, a world court before which individuals and nations who will not submit can be brought
for trial, a world parliament, a world bank, a world health organization, a world institution
of learning, a world economic system, a world religion, and some of these institutions they
have already established. They believe victory is assured to them. What they haven't told
you is that the one world government and its police force is to be headed only by jews.

Will they succeed? They cannot, for their time has run out and the stone of Jehovah's
Kingdom under Christ is about to strike, destroying their hideous image and sweeping the
earth clean. But we must not forget His words; "Occupy until | come".

Dear reader, surely you who read such informative newsletters as this are well aware
of the intri gue within our own government -- and the stench by the masters of deceit is
increasing so rapidly that it is chilling to think about America's younger generation and
what they will inherit.

Last October 14th Ronald Reagan declared a national economic emergency but we are
certain you did not learn about it via the controlled media nor did you learn that President
Reagan deceived the citizenry of these United States when he adopted this illegal cover up.
Your President now has total dictatorial powers. He can close the banks and he can freeze
your bank accounts -- even your standard of living. He can close off the export of capital.
He can call in (and confiscate) gold and silver and revalue both if he chooses to do so. He
can call in and issue new currency, devalue the dollar and even slap on total wage and
price controls. You MUST believe the truth -- it is the bankruptcy of the IMF and the
New York banks which has brought about the execution of this criminal and fraudulent
assumption of power -- and the peonle should voice their objections LOUDLY before it is
too late.

Your sons and daughters face 'death' in No-Win wars. Yes, even your grandchildren!

We haven't time to go into further detail. Surely you recognize the vital urgency of
"right-wing" leaders and "conservative groups" to gather together so that we may adopt
drastic emergency measures to combat these aliens who are destroying us from within.

THIS, concerned and Patriotic Americans, is our last call to the sincere leaders in
this former 'land of the free'. If you are "right" and wish to attend the "Summit Conference"
being held in the Los Angeles area, February, 1984, contact WESTERN FRONT immediately.
This gathering is by invitation ONLY. There will be no press and the doors will be closed
to any seeking admission without an invitation. If you are sincerely interested in the future
of America and have proper credentials, we will grant you admission. However, you must be
a recognized right-wing publisher or head of a reputable conservative organization. Time
is indeed short but inasmuch as this may be the most important meeting of this century, we
will separate the pretenders from America's sincere, dedicated and honest leaders.

Please bring your subscription up to date if delinquent. It's our 'life blood' $15. yearly.

CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD OUR WORK WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

"If my people, which are calied by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." ( 11 Chron. 7:14)

- 6 -
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The military focus in the Middle
East has shifted from Beirut to the
Bekaa Valley in eastern Lebanon,
where Syria and Israe) are building

up their forces. At stake is one of the _

Middle East’s most fertile areas But
the most important crop isn't melons
or wheat; it's hashish, . .
Intelligence sources in Israel, Leb-
anon and Washington agree that
hashish production has ; creased
e TITE, when the Sorias e

pied the Bekaa Valley as a United

Nations' peace-keeping force. Some .

sources suggest that hashish is one
reason Syria wants to stay there.

A classified *narcotics intelli nce
estimate,” preparea—v_nmegl; of
the CIA and shown to my &ssociate
Dale Van Atta, estimates that the
valley's annual production of hashish
was 230 to 260 tons, almost double
what it was before the Syrian occu-
pation. Nearly 75 percent of the crop
has ‘been going to Egypt each year,
. .the report notes. “Generally, only
‘one crop is grown per year,” the nar-
cotics report explains. *It is . . . har-
vested from mid-August to mid-
September, before the advent of the
rainy season.” 5

In other words, the Lebanese
farmers are harvesting their crop
right now; at least they're trying to.
The intelligence experts say this
year'’s hashish crop is not nearly as
big as usual, because of the Israeli
invasion. But no one can guess the
exact size of the crop because, as one

. report notes, “the flow of narcotics

intelligence from Lebanon has been
seriously curtailed because of the
turmoil there®. . . .

Anywhere from 9,000 to 13,000

acres of the Bekaa Valley are devot- .

ed to cultivation of cannabis, the
plant that produces marijuans and
hashish. Because of the valley's lush-
Dess, an acre yields a.3,080-pound
crop. This can be transformed into
more than a ton of marijuana, or 35
to 60 pounds of hashish : :

When the
“some of the abandoned by
Christian villagers Iwas] confiscated

by Moslem farmers and put into -

cannabis cultivation,” the narcotics
estimate reports. It adds that “the
livelihood of two-thirds of the val-
ley’s population” depended directly
on hashish cultivation under the
Syrians. Before the Israelj invasion,
the Bekaa Valley was controlled “by
approximately 20 family organiza-
tions,” each of which had ijts own
“well-armed, paramilitary  force
whose arsenals reportedly contain
automatic weapons and, in some
cases, tanks,” the report states. .
Lebanese authorities have gener-

“‘ans moved in,’

ally winked at the lucrative, illicit -
traffic. It is an irony that the hashisk
trade has been one of the principal .
areas of close coopcration,bclwger-
Moslems and Christians. ST
“Traditionally, Christians  have
controlled most of the businexs und‘
financial arrangements of the hash3
ish trade, [including control of] two?
of the major hashish export citres in
the north,” says a classified report<?
“Moslems, on the other hand, have'?
been the hashish cultivators™ o
Clearly, this unholy alliance is gt~
operational, waiting only for the Sye=.-
ians and lsraelis to settle their.dif-.:
ferences and let the hashish traffic._
get back to normal. . e
Post-Election Purge: ter the .
Nov. 2 elections, President Reagan 1
expected o authorize a major purge.-
of Cabinet members and White ™
House aides. The ax will probably
fall between Thanksgiving " ang”
Christmas, when most of Washing™
ton has its mind on tukeys, sugar-”
plums and lame ducks. e
Administration insiders say thoge ”
headed for the block include Labet -
Secretary Raymond J. Donovan, ‘In" -
terior Secretary James G. Watt” Ed< .t
ucation Secretary Terrel H. Bell and>
Housing and Urban Development ..
Secretary Samuel R. Pierce Jr. JIn-.
the White House, Office of Manage”
ment and Budget Director David A_~:
Stockman, communications assistant ~
David R. Gergen and counsel Fred .
F. Fielding are reported on the hit .~
list.
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” War Is Giving a Drug Lift
To the Syrian Connection

By JACK ANDERSON

HE Syrians aren't clinging so
stubbornly to Lebanon's
Bekaa Valley just to protect

their flank against Israeli attack.
They're aiso protecting a multibil-
lion-dollar drug traffic involving
top-ranking Syrian military and ci-
vilian officials.

High-quality hashish and heroin
are smuggled out of the valley
through Syria to various Western
capitals. The smugglers are given
safe passage by the Syrian military
~ in exchange for lucrative pay-
offs.

From intelligence sources, my of-

~ Jice has obtained a confidential re-

port that details the whole sordid
story. Here are the highlights:

— A pivotal role in the dope
traffic is played by the feared
Syrian secret service, Al-Istikhbar-
att As-Sourigt. It was the SS. as it is
called. that brought in Turkish ex-
perts to grow opium poppies in the
valley. The secret service uses the
money from drugs to bankroll ter.
rorist attacks and to recruit and
control spies — as well as to line its
own pockets.

— Like Chicago gangsters in the
1920s, Syrian generals have carved
out their own exclusive territories
to keep things on a businesslike
basis. One dust-up did occur be-
tween two rival generals, Moham-
med Ghanem and Ghazi Kengan.
Terms of a “‘peace treaty” gave Ke-
naan the take from smugglers in the
Lebanese city of Shatura., while
Ghanem exacts tribute at the Syrian
border post of Al-Massna.

— THE northern Lebanon truck
routes are controlled by Syrian se-
curity chief Rifaat Assad, President
Hafez Assad's younger brother. His
minions share income from the
northern drug roads. with Ali Eid,
an Alawite Moslem agent in the
port of Tripoli. The drug convoys,
under Syrian army protection, trav-
el the bleak, sandy roads from Baal-
bek, Lebanon, into Syria through
the remote village of Sarghaya.

— Syrian military helicopters
have been used to ship tons of hash-
ish from the town of Nihaa in the
Bekaa Valley to Syria, whence it
goes to Europe. Drugs bound for Al-

(
}

exandria. Egypt. are shipped from
the Syrian-controlled Lebanese port
of Anfa aboard the ship Hassan,
under the watchful eye of Syrian
agent Mustafa Al Farass. Last sum-
mer, Egyptian officials seized 3,200
kilograms of Bekaa Valley dope.

— THE list of officers enriching
themselves from the drug trade is a
veritabie Who's Who of the Syrian
army. The intelligence report lists
names. _

— Also fingered in the intellj-
gence report were Syria's defense
minister, Mustafa Talas, and Army
chief Hikmat Al-Shahaby. They
were reported to be dealing with
Syria’s top drug dealers, Ahmad
Mustafa Al-Lakkiss and Hussein
Abdel Ghani Tleiss.

— One top drug dealer, Jamii
Abdel Karim Hamieh, from the
Bekaa Valley village of Taraya, re-
ceives full Syrian military protec-
tion. “When his car passes through
a Syrian checkpoint, the Syrian sol-
diers do not dare stop it or question
him,” the report states. “Hamieh
also has close ties to defense minis-
ter Talas.” .
-~ == Drug arrests involving the
Syrian-controlled traffic have been
made over the last two years in
Egypt. Spain, and Greece. Canadian
and French Interpol agents have
nabbed drug smugglers in Lebanon
in an effort to stem the flow of
dope to their countries.
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“Its been proposed and
seconded. NO more Dbait
biting untll they act on acid
rain.’”’

BLUNDER OF THE WEEK —
More than a year ago. three Fi6s
tighter planes crashed and the cause
has never been nailed down. One
reason is that the planes were not
equipped with flight-data recorders
— the black boxes that are required
on commercial airliners and heip
crash investigators figure out what
happened.

The crash prompted the inspec-
tors-general of Air Force. Arm..
and Navy to recommend develop-
ment of a standard flight-data re-
corder to be installed in all mihitary
planes. But some of the Pentagon
brass are resisting this eminentiy
sensible move, on grounds that it
would be too costly.

My sources suggest a different
reason: that some military officials
would rather not kpow if a crash
was caused by defective equipment.
That would embarrass not only the
plane’s manufacturer, but the Pen-
tagon people who were supposed 1o
make sure it was in A-1 condition.

The case of the missing black
boxes will come up at heanings bv
the House Government Operations
Commitree.

* * »

CONFIDENTIAL FILE — A re-
port from an anti-Khomein: exile
group in Paris offers grisiv evi-
derce that the ayatollah's murder-
ous tendencies have not abated
after five years of butchery. The
“People’s Mojahedin” learned that
11 of their supporters in Tehran
were executed in November. When
relatives were allowed to coliect
the bodies three days later, the re-
port states, “signs of torture were
totally evident on all 11 bodies and
the victims' blood had been drained
before execution.”

— The Pershing II missiles are
being deployed in Europe on sched-
ule, but the peace movement will
have other causes for protest in
coming years. A Pentagon report
lists 30 new high-tech weapons that
will be ready by 1995 — and sug-
gests putting them in Europe. Some
of them are nuclear weapons capa-
ble of inflicting heavy damage or
Esstern Europe early in any con
flict.

Climited Cont.on C..adicae.
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Cuban Radio Mususes
Rt Al rwaves

NO ONE doubts the dedicatioa of
Cuban-Americans in South Florida
to the anti-Communist cause or
their love for President Reagan.
Their commitment
to la causa can ex-
plain — but not
necessarily justity
— actions such as
the radio mara-
thon that raised
$210,000 this
week for Presi-
demt Reagan and ‘
eamsionall can- !
didates who favor
a free Cuba. Ac- Martinez
tous, which even if not illegal, are
contrary to the way things are done
in the United States.

History explains much. For 2§
years. the Cubans who fled commu-
aism in their homeland have been
frustrated. They were frustrated
because many of them had backed
Fidel Castro's révolution and then
had to abandon théir homes, prop-
erties, and, in many cases, families
to flee to the United States. Hopes
of 8 quick return suffered a severe
setback when the 1961 Bay of Pigs
invasion aborted. The reality that
exile might last a long time started
during the 1962 missile crisis.

OTHER setbacks followed. Wa-
tergate. Cubans supported Presi-
demt Nixon to the bitter end. The
prodhibition against U.S.-based raids
against the Cuban regime embit-
tered many militant exiles. The fali
of Anastasio Somoza in Nicaragua
and the subsequent takeover by the
Sandinistas was a shattering expe-
rence. The Somoza government
had provided launching bases dur-
ing the Bay of Pigs invasion and
supported anti-Communist efforts
afterward.

Twenty-five years of one defeat
after another. Along the way, a
generation of older exiles died and a
n8W crop of Americans of Cuban
heritage was born and reared in
South Florida. Cubans who stil]
coasider themselves expatriates live
side by side with those who are
Americanized and would return to
Cubs only to visit. Still the anti-
Communist cause, that sacred
causa, binds the vast majority of
them.

President Reagan provides the
first high that Cuban-Americans
have had in many years. It is a
Mount Everest high. The President
provides support for la causa and
Cuban-Americans sense that his re.

campaign is a winnabie
battle. After so many defeats, the
MtofaoudvianrylnNovmber
will be 0 good . . .

THIS expiains the exuberance of
the thousands who called three
Spenish-language radio stations
Monday to donate more than $210.-
000 to the Coalition for a Free Cuba
political-action committee. This ex-
plains the vehemence of the radio
&mmouncers and newsmen who im-
plored listeners repeatedly through-
out the 19-hour marathon to eon-
tribite to make sure “our Presi-
dent” is re-elected and has the sup-
port he needs to fulfill his promise
on behalf of “our cause.”

Immediately came the critics.

. among the most conservative
Cudban-American leaders of the Re-
publican Party, were upset that the
fund raisers were using the Presi-
dent’s name to collect funds that
also would be used to help Demo-
cratic congressmen and senators.
The Cuban-American Republicans
bad a reason to complain. The fund
raiser put them in a bad light and
dried up some of their sources of fi-

nancial support. The radin mara.
hon aiso mt & message to “;uh

ington that said: “Cuban-American
voters are not necessarily Republi-
can. They are one-issue voters who
will cast their ballot for candidates
of either party who support the
Cuban cause.”

Others questioned the legality of
the issue, though lawyers from
three separate corporations and the
political-action committee had ap-
proved the fund raiser.

Still another group said this was
a throwback to politics Latin-style;
where radio stations and aewsmen
respond to political parties or ideol-
ogies; where the principie of sepa-
rating objective news from subjec-
tive commentary is blurred.

This last criticism. while flawed,
is the most valid. It is flawed be-
Cause partisan — or ideological —
news organizations are not exclu-
sively the vice of Third World or
Latin “banana republics.” The sys-
tem of newspapers, radio and tele-
vision stations, and even news ser-
vices aligned to a particular politi-
cal partv or government is wide-

8pread in much of sophisticated,

modern Western Europe.
Nonetheless the criticism is valid
use the practice of 3 news or-
ganization dedicating itself to pro-
moting a candidate or political
party is oot the norm in the United
States. When black radio stations
— particularly Les Brown's — did
something similar . in the Miamij
mayoral election last year, it was
wrong.

This is one of the dangers. Wouyjd
Miami's Cuban-American commun;-
ty like to see severa] English-lan-
guage radio stations launch fund
faisers or campaigns for candidates
rugaing against Cuban-Amerteans>

would Cuban-Americang do
one, five, or nine years from now
when a Democrat not sympathetic
to the Cuban cause wins the Pres;-
dency and decides to even the score
with Spanish-language radio sta-
tlons? Would they fike to see subtje
political pressure used o force their
local slmxish-language stations to
do similar promotion jobs for candi-
Or causes not In the best inter-

est of a free Cuba?

I do not question the patriotic
fervor of colleagues who justify
their. open advocacy for President
Reagan with heart-felt convictions.
But I do question if any local or na-
tiona! political candidate, now or in
the future, can trust their journalis-
tic objectivity. [ do not question the
motives of the promoters or of the
radio stations' owners. But | do
question the wisdom of their ac-
tions.

Locally it can exacerbate divi-
sions between Cuban-Americans
and the black and white American
majority of Dade County. White
and black Americans will react and
question its legality. In their minds,
it is just another reminder of the
alienation. of the foreignism. of the
Cuban-American community  in
South Florida. Nationally, it can
come back to haunt Cuban-Amer,-
cans.

The fact that Cuban-Americans
believe the cause is right does not
justify the means that they used to
further la causaq.
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MOSCOW Reports Righti

'~ "+ ByJOHN F.BURNS

7 7L specialioTheNew York Time |
“.'MOSCOW, March 23 — Yuri V. An-
dropov's drive to root out official
malfeasance gained a new hero today
when the Minister of the Interior of-
fered what amounted to a public apol-
ogy to a 28-year-old merchant marine
mechanic who had been the victim of a
five-year vendetta by the police.

. The minister, Col. Gen. Vitaly V.
. Fedorchuk, who is a former head of the
state security agency, published a let-
ter on the front page of Literaturnaya
Gazeta conceding that the prosecution
0! the seaman, Nikolal Rozovaikin, had
been “absolutely unfounded.” Litera-

with complaints about wrongdoing.

Speaking of Mr. Rozovaikin, the
paper said: ‘'He generated a wave, and
the storm nearly destroyed him.”

_ His troubles began in 1973, when he
graduated with honors from the mer-
chant marine school. He led a group of
students to the prosecutor’s office to de-
mand an investigation into the disap-
pearance of money earned in summer
jobs after an’inquiry at school had
dragged on for months. )

When he returned to Odessa after a
period at sea, he found that several in-
structors sympathetic to the original in-
quiry had been transferred or retired.

Fresh attempts to revive the inquiry
Jed to what the newspaper described as
a smear campaign based on the fact
that Mr. Rozovaikin had recently been
divorced and on his subsequent dis-

1g-a Case of Injustice |

turnaya Gazeta is a weekly newspaper
often used to reveal wrongdoing that the
authorities want corrected. . - -

. In the latest case, Mr. Rozovaikin, &
graduate of a merchant marine school
in Odessa, set out 10 years ago to find
out how several thousand rubles belong-
ing to students had disappeared. His ef-
forts brought him 20 months in jail, dis-

of work as a sweeper on the docks. .
. Friends' pleas finally caught the at-
tention of someone at Central Commit-
tee headquarters, and an inquiry began.
Today, Genera! Fedorchuk listed half a
dozen policernen and lawyers who had

been reprimanded or otherwise disci-

‘missal from the academy. He was also
dismissed from a paid job as an organ- l

izer at the Young Communist League.
When he traveled to Moscow to seek
redress, he was arrested by the police
after the Odessa police had asked for
his return as a *‘dangerous criminal.”

For 20 months, he was in custody
awaiting trial on charges of ‘“‘parasit-
ism” and “malicious- hooliganism.”
The case was based on an incident in
which housing inspectors investigating
a complaint against newighbors of the
Rozovaikins were said to have been
abused by Mr. Rozovaikin and physi-
cally attacked by his brother, Viktor.

*“Whoever concocted this indictment
knew perfectly well that Viktor Rozo-
vaikin had been paralyzed since early
childhood, was helplessly incapacitated
and physically incapable of attagking

missal from the party, and three years

’ blmed; and he described the outcome as

a harbinger of what the public could ex-
pect from Mr. dropov's. drive “w0
strengthen socialist legality.” .

Mr. Rozovaikin was said to have re-
gained his party membership, work as
a shlpboarJ mechanic and admission to
‘the seamen’s academy. The inquiry
into the missing money was said to have
been reopened. -, Lo

‘ Some Russians may regard the case
as something - of ‘an exception that
proves the rule. Literaturnaya Gazeta
acknowledged how heavily the odds

.counted against a person seeking re-

dress, even at a time when Mr. Andro-
pov has asked people to come forward

i anyone,” the newspaper comment?d.
After a six-day trial, the brothers
\ were finally acquitted.

et e e

— — s

Nikolai Rozovaikin was working as &
night sweeper on the docks when the
Party Control Commission in Moscow,

a watchdog body, took up the case. It fi-
{ nally acted against the policemen, or- *
dering the reprimands, transfers and
demotions that were announced today. .

Referring to the Odessa police, Gen-
eral Fedorchuk, the Interior Minister,”

said, “Their inquiry was conducted in a
superficial manner and on a low profes-
sional level that produced gross viola-
tions of socialistézgality."

Wl
i
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Uvercome Economic Problems
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Frenely Leader Seeks S 't for I : '

R v kg ..LS}‘!‘[)”’"I:-J.‘?-i Plan of Rigor Adapted to the Times’
‘:' “R‘)I’m%‘?;‘:ﬂl?:}ﬂi? _ the first Socialis:t leader ot ¥ raiice T TTOre i
v PARIS, Mﬂ,@ 2‘_’\ day é!’fer' tﬁr‘mﬁing" _ than two decades, he is torn between polit-

Mis Socialist government to an_inner core of
N5 ministers, President Francois Mitterrand
Yonight warned French.citizens of a tough
struggle as they seek to overcome France's
Yrowing economic problems. .

;1 Speaking in-a rare natiopwide television -
“r

oadeast, Mitterrand emerged from a
lengthy period of sell-imposed silence to de-
Jend the econoniic policies of his 22-month-
ld administration of Socialists and Commu-

Juists. He appealed to citizens to help the

ng'cw government win ‘an cconomic battle on -

three fronts—inflation, unemployment and
‘foreign trade—by -saving more and buying’
Prench goods rather than foreign products. .

The 14-minute broadcast from the Elysee
Palace evidently was designed to reassert

Mitterrand's leadership following a setback

in municipal elections earliet this month and
a string of economic failures, culminating n
the devaluation of the. frgnc -earlier this

~ week. The presid_ent,seemed#eager to dispel
.the sense of political vacuum that” was cre-

ated here during the past twd weeks while he

" was pondering the government shake-up anc
* France's future economic.course. -

“It is high time to stop this infernal ma-
chine [inflation] . . ..That {i§ why I shall

“struggle, and the’ government . with me,
. against this evil, and [ shall mobilize the

country to this end,” Mitt’erg{aﬁd said.
Details of a new austerily package to ac-

company the franc devaluation are to be re-

vealed Friday at a meeting of the new gov-

ernment headed by Prime Minister Pierre __

Mauroy, who led the last government and
was.reuppninte_d by Mitterrand yesterday.
"The package is expected to include measures
to cut imports and reduce French families’ -
purchasing power. oo

The tone of Mitterrand's speech tonight,
together with the composition of the new..
government, reflected the difficult political

- and economic compromises he is making. As’
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ical pressures from his left-wing electorate to
protect working-class living standards and
the demands: of bankers-and industrialists,
for more rigorous economic policies. o,
Political commentators here said that, while

. Mitterrand is aware of the scale of France's

economic problems, he also is. convinced that
nothing can be achieved without support of the .
trade unions and left-wing activists.

Mitterrand tonight insisted that gréaler'
social progress had been achieved under his

administration than in the previous half cen- -
tury. But he also acknowledged that progress.

in reducing inflation, which is running . at
about 9 percent, had been unsatisfactory.

“Yes, this policy is right . . . in spite of the .
difficulties we have made way on this ardu- -

ous road and carried ont more reforms In a
few months . . . than France has khown for
half a century,” he said. .
As if to underline the urgency of the new
government’s task, figures were issued today
showing that France ran up a trade deficit of

maore than $1 billion in February. Although
this was an’ improvement over January, it
was still far short of the government's ubjec-
“tive of reducing the deficit ta $6 billion this
- year and eliminating it hy the end of 1984

. Mitterrand said that France had no inten-

. tion of molating itself from, the rest of Fu-

“rope or forgetting Cits obligations to the
North ~Atlantic Vreaty Organization. This
passage appeared to be designed to dispel
fears among other Europeans, particularly
West Germany, that France mizht  be
tempted to follow more protectionist policies
as a way out of its cconomic ditficulties.

Describing  the government’s econuInic
program as “a plan of rigor adapted to the
times,” Mitterrand said it would include
measures to reduce the trade imbalance, cut
inflation, keep the social security system in
balance, develop savings and maintain a hold
on government spending.
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“toward the street gate, which is decorated
- with upended canisters of American-

“raeli Air Force.

App

Brital o ;veéxs ol Drecg\r(eadvfl?g aa?ase 2008/08/21 : CIA-RDP90B01370R000300490006-0

town, invitingly close to the unguarded
Syrian border and long the market for .
) (,\ cars stolen in Lebanon and sold in Syria.

N Moussawi took exception to the Army
on grounds that it was being trained by
U.S. marines instead of fighting the Is-

raelis as he felt it should.

Army barracks there. . -
His Iranian allies for the most part
have been less turbulent—except for the

Brital affair—although not as lamb-like

as the Iranian ambassador claimed when

he inaccurately insisted recently they had
"been invited by former president Elias
Sarkis and were unarmed. :
Last month someone blew up the stat-

ue of the late Gamal Abdel Nasser, the
Egyptian and pan-Arab Sunni Moslem
leader, ‘and " daubed " its desecrated “ped-
estal with Islamic slogans. .
Ensconced in two mosques—one pro-
claimed “Martyrdom Headquarters”—

and a rented building on Baalbek’s main |
street, the Iranians have treated Baalbe-
kis to a profusion of poster and mural art
extolling Ayatollah Ruholiah - Khomeini
and condemning his enemies. T
“Death to the Americans, death to Is-
rael, death to the Russians,’ proclaims a
Jarge wall inscription next to a powerful
fist on a mural. Khomeini's name now
grace§ a central square where the Leb-
anese police hesdquarters is located.
. Qutside their own headquarters, & rev-’
olutionary guard with a submachine gun |.
looks out from a sand-bagged position

made cluster bombs dropped by the Is-

A revolutionary guard “pirate” radio
station daily broadgasts eight hours of

revolutionary songs, Islamic propaganda ||

and enthusiastic interviews in Arabic
But few Baalbekis appear to listen.”

Last Nov. 22, Moussawi had celebrat-
ed Lebanon’s national day by storming
the government office in Baalbek, tearing
down President Amin Gemayel’s official

rtrait and unsuccessfully attacking the -

_“We QON'L LIKE weul, 8 iweves

‘“WWe know about the executions and

think they're as crazy 8s Qaddafi,” the
“They are just
another occupation army,” the teacher
sighed. The larger occupation forces—the
Syrians and Israelis—were reported to be -

reinforcing their positions 25 miles fur- !

colonel who rules Libya.

ther south.
." "War is inevitable,”

ruins. It once catered

deserted. Leafing
distinguished visitors,

said an employe at
the Palmyra Hotel, opposite the Roman
to the rich and
powerful of the world but now is all but
through the book of
from Kaiser Wil- [
~ helm to Charles de Gaulle, he said for-

lornly, “Sooner or later an Israeli general

~ will sign his name.” "

By George C. Wilson

Washington Post Staff writer
VILAMOURA, .Portugal, March
93—A meeting of North Atlantic
Treaty Organization defense minis-

" ters that saw pressure build for an

interim proposal on- nuclear missiles
in Europe wound up here today.-
US. Defense Secretary Caspar w.
Weirberger and NATO Secretary
General Joseph Luns indicated, how-
ever, that it would be some time be-

_fore such a proposal is forthcoming.

Luns, who on the eve of this con-

. ference had called Reagan's pending
" zero option proposal “not attaine -
_able,”-today said it would be two
. months before the president could

. submit a different one to the Soviets,

. if he chooses to doso. .

.- The zero option calls for the So-

*viets to retire their entire force of
8520 and other medium-range mis-

| - siles ‘in -exchange for the United

Ws\« f
L&

— Junul_huu_ Randal

NATO Officials End Meeting -

I

States' forgoing the planned. deploy-
ment of 108 Pershing II and 464
cruise missiles in Western Europe.
Luns said today that “the reason I
expressed some doubts” about the
viability of the zero option “was the
completely negative attitude of the
Soviet Union.” He added that “there

- might be an interim solution which

would finally, we hope, lead later to

the zero option.”

If there is an interim proposal,
said Luns, “it can obviously only be

"made” after the new round of us..

Soviet missile negotiations recon-
venes in Geneva. The current session
is scheduled to recess next Tuesday
and reconvene 60 days later.,
Weinberger is expected to put up
a fight against any sudden switch
from the zero option when he re-

turns to Washington Friday. After

the talks here, Weinberger flew to
Madrid for talks with Spanish offi-
cials.

7
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By GUILLERMO MARTINEZ
QI The Héraid's Editorial Board

NO ONE doubts the dedication of
. Cuban-Americans in South Florida
.to the anti-Communist cause or
their love for President Reagan.
Their commitment
- to la causa ¢an ex-;
. plain — but not
"' necessarily justify ¥
— actions such as*’
the radio ‘mara- -
' thon that * raised
,$210,000 = this-
week for: Presi-
, " dent Reagan 'and’
r'congresgional can- .
{Ydidates' who mmr
s free Cube. Ac- ¢ ” Martinez
tlons, which even If not lllegal, are '
contrary to the way things are done -

; ln the United States..
. History explalns much. For ‘25
years, the Cubans who fled commu-
nism in their homeland have been
, frustrated. They were frustrated
* because many of them had backed
Fidel Castro’s revolution and then

to flee to the United States. Hopes
of a quick return suffered a severe
setback when the 1861 Bay of Pigl
invasion aborted. The reality that
exile might last a long time started
during the 1962 missile crisis.

OTHER setbacks foliowed. Wa-
tergate. Cubans supported Presi-
dent Nixon to the'bitter end. The
» Prohibition against U.S.-based raids
against the Cuban regime embit-

» tered many militant exiles. The fall .

* of Anastasio Somoza in Nicaragua

" and the subsequent takeover by the .

Sandinistas was a shattering expe-

- rience. The Somoza government

‘ had provided launching bases dur-

ing the Bay of Pigs invasion and

" supported mu-Communllt eﬂom
afterward.

Twenty-five years of one delent

after another. Along the way, & .

" a throwback to politics Latin-style;
$1 respond to political parties or ideol-

" "'news organizations are not exclu-

 cal party or 3overnment Is wide-
had to abandon their homes, prop- -

erties, and, in many cases, families- -

e WS W A S LV“U“UVU &

thon also sent a message to Wash-
ington that said: “Cuban-American
voters are not necessarily Republi-
can. They are one-Issue voters who
. will cast their ballot {for candidates
- of either party who support the
Cuban cause.”-

Others questioned the legality of
the issue, though lawyers from
three separate corporations and the
political-action committee had ap-
" proved the fund raiser.

Still another group said this was

spread in much of sophlstluted.
modern Western Europe.

Nonetheless the criticism is valid
because the practice of a news or-
ganization dedicating itself to pro-
moting a candidate or political
party Is not the norm in the United
States. When black radio stations
— particularly Les Brown's — did
something similar in the Miami
mayoral election last year, it was
also wrong.

This is one of the dangers. Would
Miami’s Cuban-American communi-
ty like to see several English-lan-
guage radio stations launch fund
raisers or campaigns for candidates
running against Cuban-Americans?
What would Cuban-Americans do
one, five, or nine years from now
when a Democrat not sympathetic
to the Cuban cause wins the Presi-
dency and decides to even the score
with Spanish-language radio sta-
tions? Would they like to see subtie
political pressure used to force their
local Spanish-language stations to
do similar promotion jobs for candi-
dates or uusu not in the best inter-

where radio stations and newsmen

ogies; where the prineiple of sepa-
rating objective news from subjec-
tive commentary is blurred.

3" This last criticism, while flawed,
Js the most valid. It is flawed be- .
_vtause partisan — or ideologlcal —

sively the vice of Third World or
Latin “banana republics.” The sys-
tem of pewspapers, radio and tele-
.vigion stations, and even news ser-
vices aligned to a particular politi-

st
!

.1Irwaves

est of a free Cuba?

I do not question the patriotic
fervor of colleagues who justify
their open advocacy for President
Reagan with heart-felt convictions.
But I do question if any local or na-
tional political candidate, now or in
the future, can trust thelr journalis-
tic objectivity. [ do not question the
motives of the promoters or of the
radio stations’ owners. But 1 do
question the wisdom of their ac-
tions.

Locally it can exacerbate divi-
sions between Cuban-Americans
and the black and white American
majority of Dade County. White
and black Americans will react and
question its legality. In their minds,
It is just another reminder of the
allenation, of the foreignism, of the
Cuban-American community in
South Florida. Nationally, it can
come back to haunt Cuban-Ameri-
cans. .

The fact that Cuban-Americans
believe the cause Is right does not
justify the mgans that they used to
turther la causa.

War Is Giving a Drug Lift

To the Syrian Connection

.. , s
A7 LY exandria, Egypt, are shipped from
the Syrian-controlled Lebanese port
. of Anfa aboard the ship Hassan,
THE Syrians aren't clinging 30 ynder the watchtful eye of Syrlan
stubbornly to  Lebanon's goane Mustafa Al Farass. Last sum-
their ?f-‘:l‘k‘ :;‘:}:g’l J;’::“'g 1:{?::;‘ mer, Egyptian officlals seized 3,200
They're also protecting a rhultibil- kilograms of Bekas Valley dope.
lion-dollar drug tratfic lavolving — THE list of officers enriching
top-ranking Syrian military and cl- themselves from the drug trade is a
veritable Who's Who of the Syrian

vilian officials.
High-quali*y hashish and heroin  army. The intelligence report lists

* are ‘smuggled out of the valley "pames.
- Also fingered in the intelli-

through Syria to various Western

By JACK ANDERSON

- heritage waa born and reared In

capitals. The smugglers are given
safe passage by the Syrian military
— in exchange for lucrative pay-

generation of older exiles died and a
new crop of Americans of Cuban

gence report were Syria's defense

minister, Mustafa Talas, and Army

chlet Hikmat Al-Shahaby. Thc[‘:
e reported to be dealing wit

ﬂ
South Florida. Cul Approved For Release 2008/08/21 : CIA- RDP90801370R000300490006 0

BLUNDER OF THE WEEK —
More than a year ago, three Fl6s
fighter pianes crashed and the cause
‘has never been nailed down. One
reason is that the planes were not
equipped with flight-data recorders
— the black boxes that are required
on commercial alrliners and help
crash investigators figure out what
happened.

The crash prompted the inspec-
tors-general of Air Force, Army.
and Navy to recommend develop-
ment of a standard flight-data re-
corder to be installed in all military
planes. But some of the Pentagon
brass are rosisting thls ominently
sensible move, on grounds that it
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