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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL TEESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1956

By WiLLiam Kveewicz

Soviet leader Mikhatl Gorbachev re-
cently Intensified his propaganda cam-
paign against President Reagan’s Strate-
gic Defense Initative, decrying it as a ““vo-
racious monster’ and “‘fundamentally in-
humane.”” Accusing the U.S. of an "arro-
gance of power,”” he said: ‘“Many peopie
everywhere are legitimately wondering
why, by virtue of what right. should the
whole worid be held hostage to the SDI.™
“What we need,” he said. “is Star Peace
and not Star Wars.”

What Mr. Gorbachev didn't say, of
course, is that strategic defense has long
been an essential part of Soviet military
doctrine and that Russian scientists have
been devising ballistic missile defenses for
more than 20 years. In fact, according lo
the Central Intelligence Agency, the So-
viets have outspent the U.S. on strategic
defense since 1976 by a factor of 15 10 ).

The significance of what the Soviets ap-
pear 10 be up 10 is that & reflects a deliber-
ate shift from detervence, on which the au-

own ABM efforts don't in any way violate
the accord.
The Soviets have spent heavily on stra-

tegic defenses since the early 1960s, The
CIA says that “‘over the last two decades,
the Soviet Union has spent roughly as
much on defense as it has on its massive
offensive forces.” This includes building a
“city under a city” in Moscow to protect
tens of thousands of key political, scientific
and military personnel. Secret under-
ground rail lines have even beén con-
structed to evacuate the Moscow elite far
outside the city, the CIA believes.

tegic nuclear defenses—apart from antiair-
craft and civil defense—have averaged $/5
billion to $20 billion or more a year since
1970, dwarfing America’s investment even
with the Reagan SDI program. And this

be on borders and face outward tnierety
warning of an attack). Bul the Kras-
noyarsk radar Is orienled inward, covering
some 2,500 miles of Soviet territory inciud-
ing key missile fields. and would be usefu!
in resisting a strike.

The Soviets are also developing compo-
nents of a new ABM system that allow
them to construct individual ABM sites in
a matier of months rather than years, ac-
cording to a Defense Department report. It
estimates that such mobile or component
ABM systems could by the early 1950s be
quickly deployed 10 strengthen Moscow's
defenses or guard key areas in the western
USS.R. and east of the Urals.

‘The Soviets have aiso developed new
surface-to-air missiles and tested them in

‘Taken sogether, all of the Soviet Union’s ABM and
ABM-related activities are more significant—and more
§ -than any one considered individually’ —DoD

Russian work has gone far beyond labors-
research and experimentation.
The Soviet Union has the worid's only
operational ABM system. the only
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an ABM-mode wsing their sophisticated
airdefense radars. Moreover, the Russians
are designing Kkinetic-enmergy weapons,
which use the high-speed coilision of heavy
metal particles such as tungsten to kill an
incoming warhead. :

“Taken ‘together, all of the Soviet Un-
lon’s ABM and ABM-reiated activities are

fense report “Cw-
maulatively, they suggest that the USS.R.
be o rapidly an

the concern about Soviet strategic
is overblown. They say that the Soviet ra-
dar systems and surface-to-air missiles are
most likely intended 10 stop enemy aircraft

. rather than ballistic missiles, and thus are

permitied under the ABM Treaty. Further,
OppOReRIITels DRResgIRJSDIApRpRIITTS L0y

maintain that the Soviets really aren't ca-

rockets and nuclear warheads. According

Moscow’s Bigger Star Wars Drive

10 the CIA, Russia hits devoted far greader
resources to this work than the 'S over
the past decade or nmore. Indeed. the So-
viel direcied-energy program s led by
Yevgenty Vehkhov, a vice president of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences and deputy d-
rector of the Kurchatov Atomic Energy In-
stitute. He is also chief science adviser to
Mr. Gorbachev, whom he has known since
their days in college together.

“In directed energy technologies, the
Soviets are in a comparable, or highly
competitive, position with respect to the
United States,” the ClA says. "In laser

fenses™
mitted by the ABM Treaty.
M . Moscow has pursued an ag-

campaign against Mr. Reagan's SDI pro-
gram. The U.S. Arms Control and Disarm-

viet Union has an “honest dia-
logue™ on SDI “‘by refusing even to ac-
knowledge that it is engaged in research-
ing advanced strategic defense technolo-
gies. The Soviet position cannot be taken
seriously. Indeed, it must be understood
for what it is—a cynical tactic to avoid ac-
countability and to gain a unilateral ad-
vantage over the United States.”
Moscow takes seriously the potential for
strategic defense. Kremlin pronounce-
ments 1o the contrary are only an attempt
to kill off U.S. SDI development while the
Soviet Union gets ready 1o fleld its own
multilayered strategic defense network.

Mr. Kucewic: is a member of the Jour-
nal’s editorial board,
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