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" CIA zeros in on
Mexico corruption

Wiretaps called coufirmation.of clippgssy
of dishonesty in pohce,,elected offiifhls

By Joa Standefer

and J. Stryker Meyer

Stalf Writers . EEES

The CIA has been conducting a
wiretap operation in Mexico that has
corroborated allegations of corrup-
tion among law enforcement and po-
litical officials in that country, Zhe
San Diego Unidh has learned.

The CIA’s cooperation in drug In-.

vestigations 1s a recent departure
from its traditional role of intelli-
gence-gathering, sources say, and re-
sulted from pressures generated by
the kidnap-torture slaying of Drug
Enforcement Administration agent

Enrique Camarera Salazar last year -

in Guadalajara.
Pollcy differences recently sur-

faced between the CIA. which began.

passing information relating to drug-’

related corruption to the DEA, and
Department of Justice lawyers, who
are planning future prosecutions.
The CIA passed along the incrimi-
ndting conversations for “Intelll-
gence purposes conly,” said one
scurce, while the Justice Department
wants to use the wiretapped cpnver-
sations as evidence [n any coyrt
als that arise from the current m
tigations.

The wiretap operatxon éaq donc.

-
~

without the knowledge of ‘the!Mexi. .

can government, £42 sources sald, be-
cayse of fear that the operatlon
wolld be'endangered.

U.S. Attorney Peter K. Nunez was

called {6 Washington, D.Ghflns( week '
to discuss the.cads, the sogices said.”
Nunqz wouldsiiot comment’ on ma“w
trip, but other ‘sourcea AR the spf!
agency s no longer pr tng lnfo
matica to the DEA, S

The extent of the" wtretap Opera-
tion could not be.cohfitmed.. Al-
though one source in the intelligence
comgumty séld.it involved taps on’
the telephones:-of 'saveral high gov-
ernment officials, otheiz a0 the:in: «
{ormatiop ,passed to the came
from"a tap onstho Mexico Clty tale. .,
phone of 3 UL citizen in contad}”
with numerouspolice officials, statéds
offxc}als and d{ig traffickers. :

“If the CIA*3 doing more, they're
not telling DEA;” said a Justice De
partment offigfal who would not
spoak for attribhtion.

A spokesman for the CIA yestor-
day had no comiment.

. The. wiretap pf.the American citi-
zen ralses a legal question.

For wiretap -evidence gathered in
a foreign jurigdiption to aused in a
US. court,, ‘a:*Jistiée " Departmeént
sourf§8’ said, the wiretap generally

g; pbe in adgprdance with that
untry's lawirdfoweven ghe source
added, in théNcass of Mexico —
where vast nygfabers of government
offl ais t‘ 8d-to be in Jeague
with'akd} Yrdiftbkers — to apply for
a legal wiretag might be tantamount
to alprung‘thnmpocu
Continved
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The source said there was no dis-
pute between the CIA and Justice
Department. but merely discussion
about how far the C1A would be will-
ing to go publicly. including possible
disclosure of methods of operatiofs.
to authecticate (ke wiretaps.
Jusuce Department needs (o knuw
that information before any prosccy:
uon is undertakea. the source sd.

Another source said the wi<
tapped conversations ga;hercd in
Mexico are nolable fcr thesr candor.

~There's no pretense, no ;ublle'.y.‘
said the source. “They just sav,
‘Bring 20 kilos of s--- (heroin) here by
wmorrow o 'l have your b—s cut
off. No cute talk like in tbe Us.
where people might say. ‘How many
oranges do you want? "

The cooperation of the ClA in a
drug invesuigation has becn 3 ranty
until recently.

Many DEA field ageots a_nd super-
visors who have worked in forcign
countries relate stories about past
cases where a drug trafficker bas
been Largeted. only (0 have the CLA
intervene and discourage the investi-
gation on grounds that the trafficker
was working for Lbe spy agency.

That was pussible because law ea-
forcernent agencies working io A for-
eign coantry must report the names
of their foresgn tnformants (o the
CIA station chief at the cowolrys
U.S. embassy.

This massive investigative effort
was undertaken after the kinapping
and tortureslaying of DEA agent
Camarena. who was seized oo 3 Gua-
dalajara street on Feb. 7. 1985,

“Operation Leyenda™ is the name
of the year-and-a-half investigation
into the Camarena murder. “Leyen-
da” is Spanish slang for “lawman.”
nickpame hy which tke gung-to
Camarena was known to Lis col-
leagues The iovestigation ircluded
presenung evidence before a federal
grand jury in Washington. DC. last
year. The probe recently shtited to 3
federal grand jury in San Diego and
is beaded by two special presecutors
from Departmect of Justice head-
qoarters.

Sources say US. investigators in
Mexico reached and otherwis= Jevel-
oped so maay contacts that they did
pot keep the ClA fully inforr:ed of
their acuvities

Atter tugh-level discussions, the
sources say. the DF.A agreed to make
the ClA aware of ther iclurmaots
and the spy agency. 1o turn. agreed (0
provide to the DEA information it
developed pertainiog to the Camare-
02 killing or to drug-related corrup-
tion in Mexico.

The interagency cooperatiod
comes cpearly {ive years after Presi-
dent Reagan signed Executive Order
12333 on Dec. 4. 1981. authonaag the
Cl1A to “collect. produce aed dissemi-
nate intelligence on foreign aspects
of narcotics production and traffick-
iog

But the order ir.cludes clcar Liow-
tations oo what the CIA can do when
its surveillance javolves 2 US. citi-
zen 1n a foreigt country.

It requres the CIA to use “the
least intrusive collection techaiques
feasible” and expressly prohubits the
use of such wexchiigues as “clectronic
survetllance. urconsented physical
search or menioring dewniees unless
tkey are ... approved by the altorey
geperal.”

The order states that such approv-
al &5 nol Lo be granted “uniess the
attorney geperal has determined in
each case that there is probable
cause to believe the (surveillance)
technique is directed azainst a for-
eign power or an agent of a foreign
power.” -

A Justice Deportment spekesman
vesterday rcfused cornment on this.

CIA spokesman George Laucer
yesterday said (he agency has a
standing policy against discussing Its
operations and. therefore, would not
comment publicly on (ke wiretap
allegaticns.

But a senior intelligence official
said the US. intelligence community.
including the CIA. collects informa-
tion on parcolics and passes it on lo
other guvernnient branches. includ-
ing the DEA.

The ofticial, who spoke oa the con-
dition that be not be identified. sad.
“Narcotics in Mexico is not (the
ClA’s) cupcake. Other organs of the
Unuted States government are deepiy
enmeshed 1niL”

The State Department aod DEA
lead the U.S. anti-drug effort 1o Mex-
ico, including the gatheriag of oar-
ccucs-related intelligeace. the offi-
cial said, acding (kat the CIA's role is
to provide rarvotics wivrmation that
olker agenctes cannot get
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Tbe cthicial cevuncd (o say
whethor that iocluces ninrmsucn
frcon wircleps, eloLlrone intercopls
or vther {vrms of surveiliance

An adouzistrat:oc cfficial faruhar
with US intelhigence activities 12
Mcxico said yestercay, “You bet . .
(the ClA1 colleets information on
narcolics (there acd in other natoas:
IUs one of the ageary's proriues ™
The adimistrat:on official atso Je-
clined W be idenufied

White Housc spokesinan Dog
Mathis sa:d he is absolutely certaw
Lhere 1s 2g exchaape of drug-related
inforimaton between the State De
partmer.(. the National Secority
Council and the DEA. But be had ro
comment og-any CLA role.

DEA Administrator John Lawn
was in Palermo. Sicily. yesterday
and could pot be reached for com-
ment. DEA Public Affairs spakes-
inan Williaro Aléen said the agency
would make o comment

Contridwting to this story were -

Coples News Service Washington
correspondents Benjamin Shore and
Marcus Stera.
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UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
19 November 1986

SAN DIEGO

A CIA spokesman Wednesday denied a published report claiming the
intelligence agency listened in on the conversations of several high-ranking
Mexican officials in order to find evidence of corruption.

The San Diego Union reported Wednesday that the CIA 1listened to the calls

of Mexican officials without their knowledge in order to find evidence of
corruption involving drug dealers.

Information collected was turned over to the Justice Department and Drug
Enforcement Administration for use as they saw fit, The Union said.

In a statement issued in Washington, CIA spokesman George Lauder said the
hewspaper's story was false and misleading.

"'The CIA doesn't normally comment on stories concerning alleged CIA

activities,'' the statement said. ''We are making an exception in this case
because The San Diego Union's story is false and misleads the American public.
'‘The suggestion that the CIA has been targeting Mexican officials in
connection with narcaotics trafficking is false.'®

The newspaper said one source believed the wiretaps were on the phones of the
high-ranking Mexican officials. Another source said the taps were on the phone
of a U.S. citizen who lived in Mexico City and that the government officials
were heard talking on the lines. The unidentified American had contacts with
drug traffickers and government officials.

The Union said it was not known if the operation was continuing.

An anonymous source quoted By The Union said some of the taped conversations
were quite candid.

''There is no pretense, no subtlety,'' the source said. ''They just say,

'Bring 20 kilos here by tomorrow . . .' No cute talk like in the United States
where people might say, ‘How many oranges do you want?'‘'’

The investigation grew out of a probe into the murder of DEA Agent Enrique
Camarena in Guadalajara, Mexico, last year. There were allegations that Mexican
law enforcement and government officials were cooperating with the drug
traffickers who allegedly tortured Camarena to death.

The unidentified sources told The Union that the DEA agreed to give the CIA

a list of its informants in exchange for whatever drug-related information the
agency came up with in foreign countries.
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UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
19 November 1986

DATELINE: SAN DIEGO

The CIA 1listened in on the télephones of several high-ranking Mexican
officials in order to find evidence of corruption, The San Diego Union reported
Wednesday.

The newspaper said the intelligence agency listened to the calls of Mexican

officials without their knowledge in order to find evidence of corruption
involving drug dealers.

Information collected was turned over to the Justice Department and Drug
Enfarcement Administration for use as they saw fit, The Union said.

The newspaper said one source believed the wiretaps were on the phones of the

high-ranking Mexican officials. Another source said the taps were on the phone
of a U. 5. citizen who lived in Mexico City and that the gavernment officials
were heard talking on these lines. The unidentified American had contacts with
drug traffickers and government officials.

The CIA and Justice Department had no comment on the matter and The Union
said it was not known if the operation was continuing.

An anonymous source qUoted by The Union said some of the taped conversations
were quite candid.

‘'There is no pretense, no subtlety,'' the source said. "'They just say,

'Bring 20 kilos here by tomorrow . . .' No cute talk like in the United States
where people might say, 'How many oranges do you want?'''’

The investigation grew out of a probe into the murder of DEA Agent Enrigue

Camarena in Guadalajara last year. There were allegations that Mexican law
enforcement and gavernment officials were cocperating with the drug traffickers
who allegedly tortured Camarena to death.

The unidentified sources told The Union that the DEA agreed to give the CIA

a list of its informants in exchange for whatever drug-related tnformation the
agency came up with in foreign countries.
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' Story on Mexico wiretaps
prompts denial by CIA

By Michael Hedges

© THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A report in a San Diego newspa-
per that the CIA tapped the phones
of Mexican police and government
officials to gain information in the
slaying of a U.S. drug enforcement
agent has provoked an unusual of-
ficial denial from the CIA.

“The CIA doesn’t normally com-
ment on stories alleging CIA activi-
ties. We are making an exception
because the San Diego Union story’
is untrue, and misleads the Amer-
ican people,” the CIA said in a
statement late yesterday.

The story published yesterday
quoted unidentified “intelligence

\}\nﬁhincl"o n“hmc >
Qonw e paA

sources” as saying taps were placed
on the phones of high-ranking Mexi-
can officials and that the informa-
tion gained confirmed charges of
corruption among Mexican officials.

The newspaper said the operation
was conducted without the know-
ledge of the Mexican government
because of fears that would endan-
ger the probe into the kidnapping
and torture-murder of Drug En-
forcement Administration agent En-
rique Camarena Salazar, whose
body was found in March 198S out-
side Guadalajara, Mexico.

“The suggestion that the CIA has
been targeting Mexican officials in
connection with narcotic trafficking
is false,” the CIA statement said.
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State Dcepartment officials also
denied the report, saying, “Any sug-
gestion that we are targeting Mexi-
can officials is untrue.”

The Mexican Embassy in Wash-
ington said it was considering a
response, but had not released a
statement at press time yesterday.

The office of Karin Winner,
managing editor of The San Diego
Union, was contacted yesterday, but
she did not return calls by early eve-
ning.

President Reagan signed an ex-
ecutive order five years ago autho-
rizing the CIA to “collect, produce
and disseminate intelligence on for-
eign aspects of narcotics production
and trafficking.”

It requires the CIA to use “the
least intrusive collection techniques
feasible” and prohibits the use of
“electronic surveillance, unconsent-
ed physical search or monitoring de-
vicesunless they are. . . approved by
the attorney general.”
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, WASHINGTON —Justice De-
partment and CIA officials, in a
¢ase that could serve as a preced-
ent on a key element of the
Adminstration’s anti-drug policy.
ace struggling to resolve differenc-
e3 over the use of narcotics evi-
ce gleaned from a wiretap in
ico, government sources said
esday.
e conflict marks the first time
that officials have confronted the
entral question of how to use
nsitive information from the CIA
under a national security directive,
igsued last spring, ordering intelli-
gence agencies and the military
services to take part in the Admin-
istration's drug law enforcement
campaign.

CIA officials are said to fear that
an attempt to use the disputed
information as evidence in court
could “blow a source” that has
been providing information for
several years. The data at issue are
recordings of a suspected trafficker
who is a resident alien in the San
Diego area, sources familiar with
the matter said.

“Suppose they (the Justice De-
partment and its arm, the Drug

Enforcement Administration] want
to put the agent on the stand.” said
one source familiar with the CIA’s
reservations. “He won’t be of any
use in Mexico from thenon.”

Meanwhile, addressing another
question, the CIA.issued a rare
public denial Wednesday of a San
Diego newspaper report that a CIA
wiretap operation in Mexico had
corroborated allegations of corrup-
tion among Mexican law enforce-
ment and public officials.

“The San Diego Union story is
untrue and misleads the American
public,” said George Lauder, the

CIA’'s chief spokesman. “The sug-
gestion that the CIA has been
targeting Mexican officials in con-
nection with narcotics trafficking is
false.”

Justice Department officials also
denied the story and expressed
concern that it might rekindle
resentment in Mexico of DEA oper-
ations there.
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LOS ANGELES TIMES
20 November 1986

s DEA Reported at Odds on Mexico Wiretap

y RONALD J. OSTROW, Times Staff Writer

Controversy involving U.S. dis-
satisfaction over lack of coopera-
tion from Mexican law enforcement
in prosecuting those responsible for
the 1985 torture-slaying of DEA
agent Enrique S. Camarena gnd
charges of Mexican corruption
drew protests from Mexico and
raised fears that DEA agents would
be banished from that country.

CIA and Justice Department of -

ficials would not comment on ‘the
current dispute over the CIA wire-
tap, which is understood to be
unrelated to the Camarena investi-
gation.

Knowledgeable sources said that
the tap was installed after Presi-
dent Reagan, on April 8, issued a
top-secret national security deci-
sion directive that enabled the
government to use military sur-
veillance and intelligence capabili-
ties in its drug fight.

The directive, an unclassified
version of which was disclosed by
Vice President George Bush on
June 7. for the first time said the
international drug trade is a na-
tional security concern, because qf
its ability to destabilize democratic

allies through the corruption of
police and judicial institutions. 3

In Tijuana. Mexico. Mayor Rene
Trevino Arredondo canceled a joint
meeting of the Tijuana and San
Diego city councils. scheduled for
today, in the face of the reports that
the CIA tapped the phones of
Mexican police and government
officials.

Luis Manuel Serrano. a spokes-
man for Arredondo, said Wednes--
day that cancellation of the meet-
ing, which was to have been in San
Diego, was to protest what he
called a “violation of Mexico's sov-
ereignty by the CIA.”

Times staff writer H. G. Reza in
San Diegd contributed to this story.
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G; Justice feud 95_. %Em
2—@&8 bugs to get ki

By Michael Imaomm

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The CIA and .-:wmo.o Department
are feuding over whether informa-
tion from a wiretap operation in
Mexico should be used to prosecute
top-level drug traffickers, officials
of buth agencies said yesterday.

Justice Department sources said
wiretap transcripts supplied by the
CIA referred to Mexican police and
government officials involved in
drug buys with traffickers who were
being targeted by the CIA.

CIA officials denied that the infor-
mation they passed to the Justice
Department would link Mexican of-

ficials to crimes, but admitted they
were concerned that Justice Depart-
ment prosecutions will expose CIA
agents and informants in Mexico.

““There are problems with Jus-
tice,” 8 source said. “There is infor-
mation they want to use in prosecu-
tions that would blow séurces.” The
CIA officials . claimed the intelli-
gence was intended to give investi-
gators leads and not to be presented
as evidence.

On Wednesday the CIA, in a rare.

formal statement, denied it had tar-
geted Mexican officials with the
wiretaps; as reporfed c«..«?

Diego Union newspaper, but 3».:2&
to elaborate. “The suggestion 52

W T 21 MVo/E6

..Q> :meoo: BnnoE.w Mexican of-
ficials in connection with narcotics
trafficking. is ?_mo A mm_n the
statement:

Yesterday, Justice Ucvwzana of-
ficials said that while the wiretap
operations had not targeted any
Mexican police or government offi-
cers, “it is always vomu_c_o to pick up
things you didn’t expect.”

The CIA has been ucvu_wﬁn the
Justice Department with wiretap
material as part of the Reagan ad-

ministration’s stepped-up war on-

drugs, said .-:ucoo Uovunannn offi-
cials..,

. The iz.oSv Banqs_.im- B be.

:mog in several drug vnonoocconu in

/04

Southern California being prepared
by the U.S. Attorney's Office there
involving cocaine and heroin smug-
gling, officials said.

Peter K. Nunez, U.S..attorney in
San Diego, came to Washington last
week to discuss using the material
with Justice Department officials,
the officials said.

Mr. Nunez did not return a report-
er’s calls yesterday.

Federal officials are reluctant to
use the information because corrup-
tion of police and government offi-
cials in Mexico is a politically sensi-
tive issue, said Justice Department
officials.

But a senior CIA official in Wash-
ington denied that any information
passed by the CIA to the Justice De-
partment on drug traffickers
showed any conEEE: by Mexican
officials. T e .

.The . conflict :mm not Un@: ‘re-
mo_<8 according to officials.
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