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U.S. Officials Linked to Airlift of Contra Supplies

By JAMES LeMOYNE:
Special to The New York Times
SAN SALVADOR, Oct. 13 — Amer-
ican officials at least indirectly sup-
ported Nicaraguan rebel supply flights
out of El Saivador, according to two
sources here.

They also said a longtime Central In- '

telligence Agency employes identified
by an American jailed in Nicaragua
was invoived in the operation.

The two sources have closs knowi-
edge of El Salvador and have contact
both with C.IA. agents and the men
flying supplies to the Nicaraguan
rebeis from E] Salvador. Both sources
said they support American aid to the

.rebehanddmotospukbauunthq
are angry about the “‘amateurishness”
of operations to aid the rebeis.

| “If United States officials in Wash-
 ington are saying the U.S. Government
,'had nothing to do with this, they are
wrong,' said one source.

|projects here. They said his work may
be indirectly financed by the C.LA.
through private Cuban-American
groups in Miamf.

Eugene Hasenfus, an American who
worked for the C.LA. in Asia and who
was shot down last week over Nicars-
gua on a flight to supply rebels there,
told reporters in Managua that he was
supervised by two C,I,A. agents in El

Salvador named Max Gomez and
Ramon Medina. S
The two sources here described Mr.
Gomez as a hardened but charismatic
veteran of clandestine wars who wears
Che Guevara’s wristwatch and carries
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'the revolutionary’s photo in his wallet.
They said Mr. Gomez interrogated Mr.
iGuevara for American intelligence
services shortly before the Argentine-
born colieague of Fidel Castro was
killed by the army in Bolivia in the late
1900’s, :

Army command is tired of taking
ty a clandestine effort
that it American of-

‘Salvaderans Are Furieus’

“Do you think the Salvadoran Gov-
ernment would let hundreds of guns
and big airplanes fly in and out of here
for more than a year taking stuff to the
guerrilias if the U.S. government didn’t
tell them t0?” the source asked. ‘‘The
Salvadorans are furious for having to
take the rap on this.”

The two sources who spoke in El Sal-
vador said they did not-have sufficient
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tails of official American for
tthe Nicaraguan rebel supply mon. But
they both said it existed and they de-
scribed a large operation that appears
to have been designed to remain nar-
rowly within the technical limits of
Congressional restrictions on C.I.A. in-
volvement with the guerrillas.

In practice, however, C.I.A. agents
may have violated the restrictions, ac-
to accounts provided by the
two sources. While an effort was made
to maintain ‘‘deniability’’ of C.1A. in-
volvement in the supply operation,
C.IA. agents in El Salvador and, possi-
bly, other American officials based in
Washington, he organize, occasion-
perhaps even finance,
supply effort, one source said.
They also asked the Salvadoran Air
Force t&&mlt it to continue, the
source

“The C.l.ﬁ;‘t may not Mvelenm this
day-to-day, agency people are out
Mt);\ the gllv.bnn Alr Force all the
time and [ can tell you they had a hand
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one source bitterly, hcrlhm man-
agement of the Nicaraguan Is as
“a mess.”




