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Time to.Mend Fences

President Reagan’s top priority when he re-
turns from his China trip late this week should be
a major fence-mending effort on Capitol Hill. His

Central American policy has been blown all over

the Washington landscape in a stormy clash be-

Lween the legislative and executive branches. Mut- -

“terings about bad faith and a loss of credibility are

‘louder than at any time since Mr. Reagan took of- -

fice. Administration hardliners may be advising .
"the president to hang tough by threatening to hold -
congressional -critics — -especially Democrats — -
responsible for any Communist advances in the: -
Caribbean.. But Mr. Reagan should be Savvy:i .

enough to reject such tactics. :

Even CIA director William J. Casey, & quintes-

sential hardliner, has found it prudent to apologize
to the Senate Intelligence Committee for provid-
ing inadequate briefings on the mining of Nicara-
guan harbors. The committee was also. at fault in

not pursuing details on covert activities that were -

widely reported in the press. But Mr. Casey, a key
player in Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign, saw that™ ™

the politics of the situation required the soothing
of ruffled senatorial feathers. To have balked

would have killed what little chance is left of get-

ting appropriations to fund Contra forces fighting

_ the Sandinista government.

Just what the president thinks of Managua’s
Marxist regime was made clear, just before his
China trip, when he accused it of “savagely” mur-
dering Indian-tribes, persecuting Christians, driv-
ing Jews into exile, censoring the press and re-
stricting business and labor organizations. This is
the kind of rhetoric that is supposed to raily the
people around the president out of a fear of Com-
munism inthe U.S. backyard. But it also is the -

_.kind of talk that stirs fears of U.S, military inter- -

vention in Central America — a prospect that

-scores poorly in the opinion polls. .. .

Barring ‘an economic_downturn, which seems

- unlikely, Mr. Reagan’s greatest re-election labil-

ity is the perception that he is too belligerent —
too inclined to seek military solutions.

We would not want Mr. Reagan to minimize
what he considers a threat to U.S. national securi-
ty. But if he is to get the funding he needs tggus-+
tain war-wracked El Salvador and to keepipres--
sure on Nicaragua, he will have to improve hi¥"ad-
ministration’s liaison with Capitol Hill. Congress

as 2 whole does not wish to pull the plug on Cen-
tral America, and Mr. Reagan has to take care not
" to gqad his critics into just such a course. '
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leaves battle scars

By Terry Atlas

Chicapo Tribune
WASHIN_GTO.\'—ARbougb ClA Di-

rector William Casey made his

peace with angry senators last week, ;
thexr_ new accord left unsettled the
administration's controversial re. |

guest for more money to support
Nicaraguan rebels.

What happens next depends heavi-

presidential runoff election in K}
vador, and the

ly on the ‘outcome of the Mag 16 j
a-

amount of lasting

golitipal damage in Congress done -
v disclosures of the CIA's not-so- -

secrel war against Nicaragua. =
But it's clear that the Reagan ad-
ministration faces a difficulf battle
to get the $21 million it says is
needed to continue the “‘covert war”
ageinst Nicaragua.
. Aid to anti-Sandinista rebels, over-
whelmingly passed by

lic flap over the CIA’s role in mining
Nicaraguan harbors, is strongly op-
posed o the House, where Speaker
Thomas O'Neill [D., Mass,] has led
the Democratic opposition to the ad-
ministration's Central American pol-
icies, .

BOUSE MAJORITY Leader James
Wright [D:, Tex.], who supports the
administration’s request for more
military aid for E) Salvador, said
last week that he doubts that a

majority of the House is willing to - |

approve even $7 million for the so-

called contras, who oppose Ni- :
govern-

caragua's Marxist-orien
ment, )

And Senate sources said that be-
cause of the controversy, a vote
there on covert zid would, at best,
pass by only a slim margin.

The admunistration, prohibited by
Congress from trying to topple the
Sandinistas, said aid to the anti-
Sandinista insurgents is becessary to
pressure the Marxist-oriented “Ni-
caraguan government to stop su
-gortmg Jeftist guerrillas in nearby Kl

alvador. Money for the U.S.-backed
insurgents will begin running out by
the end of this month.

But Wright said that public dis-
closures of CIA activities, which in-
clude directin5 last fall's attack on
Nicaragua’s od supplies, and the re-
sulting controversy have left the o
eration “too thoroughly discredited”
to be continued.

Approved For Relea

the Republi- -
can-controlied Senate before thep pub- :

THE SENATE last month passed
an emergency appropriations bg]
that included $21 million for the Ni-
caraguan rebels, along with $61.7
million in military and medical aid
for El Salvador, after rejecting by a
2-to-1 margin an amendment by Sen.
Edward Kennedy [D., Mass.] to end
funding for the rebels. The House cut
the Senate’s figure for El Salvador to
$32.5 million, and provided no money
for the Nicaraguan rebels. )

A Senate publican leadership
aide said that continuation of the

.covert aid is *in trouble,” with sup-

rt in the Senate undercut by the
ggcent controversy. But he added
that “there may be some way of
“salvaging it” in the House-Senate
conference committee. .

As a-practical matter, congr,essmn'-
al sources said members of the con-
ference committee are likely to
delay action on the two versions of
the bill until they see who wins the
May 6 presidential runoff in El Sal--
vador, .

Administration- officials believe -
-that if moderate candidate Jose
Napoleon Duarte wins, as expected,
much of the congressional opposition
to President Reagan’s aid package :

 for Central America will vanish. -

“Duarte’s election will probably
set the stage for the administration -
to get- funding for E! Salvador in -
full,” said a senior State Department -
?féciida] who asked not to be identi: ;
1 . . Lo~

HE CALLED AID to the: Ni-
caraguan rebels less certain. He said ~
the administration may get less-
money that it has asked for,” but -
‘“will squeeze out something to keep -
it going.” STt
"~ In its meeting with Casey the
Senate Intelligence Committee didn’t .
~address in detail the future of the
ClA's support for the contras, sever- .

_al committee members said, .

““That’s for another day, said,

~ Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan ‘(D

p el
N.Y.], who withdrew his resignation
as vice chairman after Casey apolo-.
gized to the committee for failing to
adequately inform it of CIA activi-
ties in Central America.

Senate sources said Casey’s apdlo-.
Fy headed off the likelihood that the:
ntelligence Committee would Tre:
verse course and vote to pull the
glug on the contras, which would
ave doomed the edministration's:

;gress. The

“1 support the covert aid,” Sen.
Lioyd Bensten [D., Tex.) said after
the Intelligence Committee meetmg:_'
“‘And I think it can pass the Senate. L

THE SENATORS, embarrassed to-"
have been caught unprepared by dis- .
closures of the CIA's involvement in -
the mining, said their first priority
was to get a pledge from Casey that °
?et will better inform them in the .
uture. St

More than a. little senatorial ego |
was involved in the matter. :

- senators, particularly the_Republi--:

cans, were angered that House De- ™
mocrats, who were more aggressive
in their pursuit of Casey during his’
briefings, apparently knew far more :
about the covert activities, One’
House member said the information ;
was available for axgz committee
member who asked the right
‘questions, an opportunity the sene- -
tors missed. : o
What the senators wanted ‘from |
Casey was & chance to put a damper
on what some have caﬁed his arro-.:-
gant manner in dealing with Con- "
got that, along with a -
public apology 2nd a promise to be_,
more forthcoming in sharing his po-
tentially embarrassing foreign policy
secrets in the future. e
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Reagan’s Latin policy in disarray

By Pamela Constable
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON ~ Until recently, the
Reagan Administration presented a -
united front on Central America. Its
policy seemed a juggernaut, carefully
-orchestrated by a handful of key con-
servative aides, while congressional op-
-ponents floundered for an opening of
.attack.

“Today, there isa growing perception :
;among both critics and supporters that s
the Administration is lurching from >
.one political brushfire to the next, with
:no clear sense of where its regional poli-

cy s headed, while top aides compete. !
for influence and fail to cultivate con-
- gressional alifes.

At the same time, despite its reccnt
bipartisan vote condemning covert
mining operations in Nicaragua, Con-
gress remains painfully ambivalent on
larger regional issues. Critics are afraid

. to seriously challenge a popular Presi-

" derit, while supporters are emban‘asse:d

* at  Administration blunders, such- as
~the failure to {nform intelligence pancls
of the mining or to adopt all the recom- !
- mendations of the Kisslngcr Commis- |
_sion.

Admimstration officials assert their
regional goals ~ preventing a rebel vig-.
tory in El Salvador and pressuring the’ |
left-wing Nicaraguan government mto f
negotiations ~ have remained un%

- changed, and that thelr mﬂitary-oricnt-

" ed strategy for achieving those goals is
making progress.

' Privately, however, conservative
sources in the Administration and on.
"Capitol Hill now say they fear the policy
ie being undermined by internal con-
flict and poor communicafion among .

declsion-mak..rs. by a lack of coherent
planning and by insensitivity to do-
mestic political concerns. : !
“The foreign policy management of
this Administration has been ghastly.
When | read about the mining, I almost
fell out of bed,” said Mark Falcoff, an
. analyst with the conservative Ameri-
| can Enterprise Institute. “They haven't .
. thought through the policy, and they
have little sense of political reality.” :

‘Little i_n_texut exhiblted -

*Asthe e etaphasts on strateglcs such g
as troop maneuvers in Honduras and

““*There are so many different groups

working on parts of the problem that
no one has a good overview. Decisions
are made on the basis of one-line
memos, and there is no free flow of dis-
cussion,’ added one former military an-
alyst who now works on Capitol Hill.

Among congressional supporters,

there is growing confusion over who is
actually in charge of policy-making. De-
spite. the rising influence of military
and intelligence officlals, sources say,
many day-to-day decisions are made on -

the advice of White Fouse aides who -

have little experience in foreign policy,
and much expert advice never filters up
to-the President.

A Jot of good ideas never get proper-
ly staffed. There are too many actors,
and no one knows whom to go to,”” said
one Republican congressional aide.
“One day we're told it's (Kenneth) Dam
{an assistant secretary of state}, the -

-next day we're told it’s (national securi-

ty adviser Robert) McFarlane. And with
problems like the mining,- they keep

‘shooting their supporters in the back.™

Ideologically, observers say, there is
little ent among top officials -
in the Pentagon, the ClA, the National
Security Council and trusted White

-House aides such as UN Ambassador |
Jeane Kirkpatrick over the Administra- |

V ' that even within the military and intel-

in the driver's seat. In Nicaragua, the -
C1A has been calling the shots. And our
negotiators are on such a tight leash
_that it's impossible for them to achieve |
anything.” - {
Yet a number of observers suggest

“ligence communities, there is growing
_dissent over the direction of Central
“American policy. Pentagon offictals are-
“anxious to avoid the embarrassment of
r another Vietnam-lfke military quag- .

e .

 rire, sources say. At the CIA, they add,
* high-level officlals have been appalled
. at the clumsy handingof US covert op-

erations against Nicaragua, and doubt
:they will be able to foree its rcgime into-!
political concessions. . :

“Some people are convinced that _
military pressure is a valid instrument !
against the Sandinistas, but I have a
_ lot more doubts about that than 1did a
year ago,”’ said one Administration
source. “I'm no longer sure whether '
‘there Is a connection between the
means and the ends of our policy in
Nicaragua.”

Another Administration source dis-
- agreed, saying that continued military
,pressure is the only strategy that can
“convince the Sandinistas to abort their -
regional revolutionary atms. “I'm not
. afraid of Vietnam, I'm afraid of Mu-.

tion's primary goal: to prevent the | mich,” he said, referring to the 1939 .

ica.-

e

covert operations against Nicaragua in-
creasingly replaces diplomatic -ap-
proaches, analysts say, the views of
military and intelligence officials have

-supplanted the more cautious advice of

. professional-diplomats. Secretary of .’

; State George P. Shultz is seen'as having
:Uttle Interest in Central America, and l

Langhorne Motley, deputy assistant |

secretary of state for inter-American af- © ¢
fairs, is viewed as an affable Adminis- "

tratiort team player.

.- “The people who implement policy
' a]ways have the greater power in mak- .

ing it,”’ said Robert Pastor, a former for--

"eign policy aide to the Carter Adminis- =

-tration. “In Honduras, the Pentagon is

spread of oommunism in Ccnr.ral Amer- "

summit at which European leaders ae-

" cepted Hitler's promise of limited ex-
; pansionistic goals., -

*.-The recent contretemps over revela— :
ons of CIA involvement in the mining
.of Nicaraguan ports, observers say,
“highlighted both strategic conflicts and
political ineptitude within the Adminis- |
tration. While some top advisers al- |
ready see covert operations as a no-win
substitute for true regional policy, the
“White House has now further damaged
“{ts case by failing to take important
'congr&ssional allies into its confidence, !
“thus requiring a belated apology from
: C1A director Willlam Casey .

" Both ‘hands behind their backs’

As one conservative congressional
. aide familiar with the issue explained
. it, "the Administration couldn't sell its
policy, sa they decided to make it secret,
but then they did a crummy job of ex-
plaining it to the only groups who can
t intelligence operations into the pub-

€
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CIA Should Stay Out of Poricy

STAT

Role,

Involvement There Hinders Vital Intelligence-Gathering

By ERNEST CONINE

Assume that the situation’of the anti- gx
Sandinista rebels in Nicaragua grows hope-"
less and that U.S. intelligence sources in the [
area pass the word to Washington, Can g
anybody imagine William J. Casey, director |}
of the Ceniral Intelligence Agency, march-
ing to the White House and telling President
Reagan that the C1A’s not-so-secret war in §
the region is doomed to failure? 2 '

The answer is self-evident, which means |
that maybe it is time to consider what might |
be done to discourage CIA chiefs from
becoming involved in policy-making. .

It is hard for close readers of newspapers ||
or magarzines to go longer than a month or
two without reading an interview in which ‘
Casey assures us that the Boss is on the right B e
track in his policies toward the Soviet . PECEZESIwed
Union, the Middle East or Nicaragua. Is that
really an appropriate function for the head | fms
of the CLA, who by definition is supposed to

provide the President and other policy- -
meakers with objective information and anal- -

¥yses on what is happening in the world
outside our borders? Surely not. :
What we need is a tradition of C
directors who look an interviewer straight
in'the eye and say that assessing the wisdom
or stupidity'of policies being pursued by an

Administration in power is none of their -

business, that their only job is to provide .
relizbie intelligence. It would be nicer still if
CIA chiefs would tell Presidents and White .
House advisers that they would rather not
offer advice on policy questions, and would
prefer to limit themselves to presenting -
intelligence that policy-makers *need in’
choosing among alternative actions. - -
Unfortunately, it’s unlikely -to happen.
There have been notable exceptions, but
Presidents tend to appoint ClA chiefs who.
are personally clese and/or politically relia-
ble. Casey is a case in point; he has an
intelligence background, but is first and
. foremost a Reaganman. - ..: -~ .. o
Unlike British or Soviet intelligence
chiefs, American CIA directors are public
figures who appear on television and are
interviewed in newspapers. They make.
speeches and give public testimony before
congressional committees. All of this means
that they are thrust into the role of
advocates for Administration policy.

: Less visible, but perhaps more important,
is the fact that they can come under
- pressure to tailor intelligence assessments:

to suppart policy. During the Carter Admin-
istration, the Senate Intelligence Committee

worried that the much-publicized CLA study
. of Soviet oil production was being manipu-

lated by the White House 10 develop support

. for the Carter energy program. 7 " .
.. _Justly or-not, some people in the intelli- -

gence community itself charged that Adm.
Stansfield Turner, then head of the ClA, was
distorting intellicence estimates to make
them dovetail with the Carter Admin-
istration’s foreign policy.,

As one critic said at the time, “The great
trap of intelligence is to search for evidence
supporting your own view. ... . If you have
access to policy-makers, you can become

- sensitized into_justifying their decisions.”

The temptation is especially strong when
the CLA chief becomes directly involved in

policy-making, and stronger still when the

CIA isitself involved in covert operations.
When the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of
Cuba turned into .a deeply embarrassing

- fiaseo for President John F. Kennedy, it was .

pretty obvious that the failure was due in
part to faulty intelligence that over-
estimated the likelihood of an anti-Castro

.up

.- within the Defense Department.

.

OUT WHATS Gon™" '8
£ O, T GonG ™7 §
® Be FURIoUs [ B

e

TiSing in Support of the

Woul

the CLA have done a better job if it had not
been running the invasion? A lot of people
thought so. For a time there was serious
debate as to whether covert military opera-
tions should be done by the CIA, with the
recurring danger of warping the agency's

vaders.

inteliigence function, or by special units
- Nothing was.done, partly because-there -
are some good arguments against such &°
shift in jurisdiction. But the question is still
relevant, as demonstrated by the example of -
Casey and covert operations in Nicaragua.
With some reason, Congress is in another
of its periodic bouts of disillusionment with
CIA involvement in covert military opera-

-tions. But the mood will pass. As former
:Deputy CIA Director Bobby R. Inman once

said, “Every Administration ultimately -
turns 1o the use of covert operations when |

they become frustrated about the lack of"

Cantinued
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" To the Finland Station,

wction on Lenin, “He identi-
es himself with history”
<K}, in pointed contrast, said

Tre

N “ilson, “identifies history with

- L oselfr : -

Mr. Trotsky, meet Al Haig. |

Tne publication of Caveat —
v aich, let heaven forfend, the for-

L.er secretary of state hints may be :

tut the first in a series — is one of
those great non-events in the his-
tory of literature, or memoirs, or
backstairs gossip, or even indeed in
the history of history. Snitching in
self-defense is still snitching. And
insofar as Gen. Haig is up 10 some
serious, substantial purpose,
beyond simply fattening his take on
the rubber-chicken circuit, the
unrelenting pettiness, the self-
Jjustification, and the glorification
with the ever-present “I am” cause
the eves to wander and the mind to
glaze over. This may be “setting the
record straight” but it is not neces-
sarily what happened. 1 know
because, even as an ant among ele-
.phants, I was there. -

What did happen during Mr.
Haig’s 18 months as “vicar” was
that U.S. foreign policy was formu-
lated, debated, articulated, imple-
mented. Some of that policy was
good and effective. Some of it was
-bad and ineffective. Entirely too °
much of it, good and bad, was made
on the front pages of elite news-
papers, through leaks, on the basis |

ple took part: William P Clark, -

-burger, senators, congressmen,
sometimes even a president named
‘Reagan. And of course Alexander -
Haig. Memos became opriorvaction .

aigsetiortat
iStant revisionism

——

- :lands crisis— he stops just short of
. an accusation of outright filsloye_ﬂ;y :
o “and lays it off on British'“percep-.

of unnamed “sources.” A lot of Peo- . tion” gf her private pot-stix?ring i

’ % i Y P ite history and undermine his
Jeane }\Jrkp&trmk,'leham Casey, & rewrite history

Caspar Weinberger, Larry Eagle- ; -

ort at

papers, which became statements !

dmund Wilson subtitled the -and speeches and press conference ' -

:Q&As and the stuff of talk shows
-and interviews, by all those named
iabove and then some. The process
‘was messy. It still is. Occasionally,

| 'almost coincidentally,’ the U.S.

national interest is served. Often it
is not. And books like Caveat, an
exercise in instant revisionism,.
help not at .all: to the overall mes-
siness, they add vaulting egoism,
bias, tunnel vision, and partiality.

" This is really too bad. Gen. Haig
deserves better. His grasp of strate-
gic design in foreign policy is not-
inconsiderable. On:'more issues
than not — the Middie East; arms

* control, southern Africa, the threat

of state-sponsored terrorism,
Soviet imperialism — he was and is
more right than wrong. Even on
Central America (where he was
conspicuously not, as he claims,
“virtually alone,” where his allies
were named Reagan and Kirkpat-
rick and Casey), his recognition
both of the roots of the conflict and

- of the nature of the imminent dan- -
» ger is precise and compelling. :
+ - But here especially Mr, Haig’s -

-worst enemy is Mr. Haig. His nig-
gling, contemptuous disregard of
the role of Jeane Kirkpatrick, to
cite one recurring example, and his
outrageous misrepresentation of

her public posture during the Falk- |

own credibility as a witness to it. .~
Because of a friendship of sev-

' .eral decades and because m}i'ad;ni-
ration of Jeane Kirkpatrick
. borders on awe, I cannot let this -

particular point lie. All through the

book, Gen. Haig goes out of his way

to put her down — 1o put her in her
“place” as a pushy (if intellectually "
formidable) sort of. “Mrs.” Where

- others duiing the transition drop-

by to talk substance, she registers:
complaints about personal perks.
Her superbly successful negoti-
ation with the foreign minister of
Iraq on the bombing of the Osirik
reactor is never mentioned: we had
“some differences of opinion on.
this question.” Her trenchant ana-
lysis and recommendations of U.S.

“optionsinreaction tothe imposition
-of martial law in Poland are

reduced to a “not unnatural ...:

“ wish” to take the issue to the U.N.
- Security Council.

So, in the end, we have baqgbiting
and biting back. As I've said, that is
too bad. Al Haig almost certainly is
capable of more and berter than
that. His promise of subsequent
instaliments holds out the possibil-
ity at least of serious, substantive
reflections on the Reagan adminis-

-tration and U.S. foreign policy —:

but I don’t think I'll hold my breath !

inanticipation. ...

Charles M. Lichenstein, deputy
U.S. representative to the United
Nations Security Council from
1981-84, is now a senior fellow at
The Heritage Foundation.
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Anti-Casey Grumbling at the CIA

Members of Congress aren’t the only
ones upset at the 'secret war’' in Nica-
ragua being directed by Central Intel-
ligence Agency chief William Casey.

Growing numbers of CIA veterans.
fear that the operation is exposing the

agency to exactly the sort of pounding
from the press and lawmakers that
tore it apart a decade ago. Their ur-
gent plea: Leave paramilitary opera-
tions to the Pentagon.

* ok %

* K ok

There’s an outside chance that Danie]

Moynihan might withdraw his resig-
nation as vice chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee. Fellow
Democrats are urging the New York.
lawmaker, who quit over the CIA’s
mining of harbors in Nicaragua, to
stay on because nobody else in line
for the post carries his prestige,

R A I 4
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¥ J. Casey has amply fulfilled his
% 1981 pledge to lead the Central
s Intelligence Agency 1o “good new
days.” The decimated spy agency he took
over as director at the start of Reagan’s
term has been fattened by budget in-
creases that not even the Pentagon can
match in percentage terms. Staff has mul-
tiplied, intelligence collection and analy-
sis have vastly speeded up. Morale has
soared as public animosity engendered by
the assassination plots and other “dirty
tricks” of the 1960s and ->70s has faded,
The agency is again recruiting on college
campuses, where its initials were once re-
garded as an anagram of evil.

But by another test the agency at
times seems 1o be heading straight back to
the bad old days. Once more, relations be-
tween the CLa and Congress are being en-
verfomed by mutual distrust and anger.
Prominent members of both parties
charge that Casey not only broke interna-

" tional Jaw by having the CIA mine three
Nicaraguan harbors, but flouted the agen-
cy's obligation 10 keep the intelligence
comumitiees of Congress “fully and cur-
rently” informed of what it was doing. For
his part, Casey, in the words of one of his
Administration colleagues, “views Con-

.Y

gress as a bunch of meddlers, messing
around in his business.”

Vermont Democrat Patrick Leahy, a
member of the Senate Intelligence Com-
fnittee, warns that support for the ClA is
eroding because “many Republicans and
Democrats in Congress are saying that
they consider Mr. Casey’s credibility to be
at an alltime low.” Storms Minnesota Re-
publican Senator David Durenberger:
“There is no use in our meeting with Bill

Casey. None of us believe him. The cava-’

lier, almost arrogant fashion in which he
has treated us as individuals has turned
the whole commitiee against him.” To
dramatize his protest that Casey kept
the group in the dark about the Nicaragua
mining, New York Democrat Danie} Pat-
rick Moynihan vows to resign as vice
chairman of the Sepate Intelligence
Committee. .. ,

Some Administration officials are
concerned that Casey will never be able to
restore enough trust in Congress to win
continued funding for the covert opera-

tions that are the Cla director’s special

pride. Indeed, there are whispers around
the White House from pragmatists as well
as a few hard-liners that the best service
Casey could now perform for the C
would be to quit. :

There is little chance that Casey or his
boss, Ronald Reagan, will heed or even
hear such advice. Casey, who managed
Reagan’s 1980 campaign, is closer to Rea-
gan than perhaps any previous ClA direc-
tor has been to his President.

He has become one of the driving
forces in setting—as well as carrying
out—U.S. policy toward Nicaragua. The
Administration asserts that its aim is to
harass the Sandinista government until it
stops trying to foment Communist revolu-
tion throughout Central America. The
main instrument for achieving this is Cla
training, arming and financing of the con-
tra guerrillas who are waging war against
the Sandinistas,

Many lawmakers have long been
afraid that the CIA backing of the contras
would drag the U.S. into a war against
Nicaragua, and Casey’s briefings did not
always reassure them. One Senator told
TIME last week that the ClA director once
went so far as to present a plan for a possi-
ble eventual partition of Nicaragua be- |
tween a Sandinista regime in the west and
a contra-ruled state in the east. Though
the congressional committees cannot veto
any CIA activities outright, they can, in
Moynihan’s words, “push and pull® the
agency away from dubious schemes (as

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R00040004005375mued




LA e danloth ot o)
ced s mlembd

el e e g

.o Approved For Release 2005M

NEWSWEEK

A frps_trategi Congress is worried that the Reagan
administration is ‘casually playing war’ in Nicaragua.

" ™ ongress took its Easter recess last week,

but there was no break in its building
fury at the Reagan administration. Recent
revelations that Reagan’s CIA has been
directly involved in military operations
againstthe Nicaraguan government—with-
out Congress’s full knowledge—frustrated
and embittered legislators in both parties.
“We've been used,” complained House In-
teiligence Committee Democrat Norman
Mineta. The White House, said Republican

Sen. David Durenberger, a member of the
Senate Intelligence Committee, has treated
Congress with contempt: “The folks down
there think we’re a bunch of yahoos.” But
behind the intramural squabbling was a
deeper concern—that the administration,
by 1ts 'secretive machinations, has bungled

U.S. policy in Central America. While Con-

gress was kept in the dark, warned Demo-

cratic Sen. Fritz Hollings, the administra-

tion has been “just casxl] P
Thatwidelyheldco

W TR ;ﬂ% i
mething went wrong’

AN ol

ollary, that the CIA is unilaterally
running the war—immediately threatened

ome Front

critical elements of administration policy. |

The extraordinarily lopsided congressional

vote against using more U.S. funds to mine .

Nicaraguan harbors—84 1o 12in the Senate,
281 to 111 in the House—presages a fierce
struggle over the president’s latest aid re-
quest for the U.S.-supported contra rebel-

lion against the Sandinista government in !
Nicaragua and, to a lesser extent, the gov-

the administration could have
even more far-reaching ef-
fects—especially in an election
vear. Even the normally san-
guine White House acknowl-
edged that Reagan’s standing
with Congress has suffered
widespread and lasting dam-
age. “There’s a feeling they
were not dealt with in good
faith, that they were misled,”
saysa presidential adviser.
‘Nasty®: Proof, if any was
needed, lay in the bitter resig-
nation of Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan from his post as vice
_ chairman of the Intelligence
Committee. “Something went
wrong,” Moynihan explained,
“and the seriousness of this
must be expressed.” In particu-
lar, be protested a “breach
of faith”-—misleading admin-
istration briefings suggesting
that the contras, and not the
CIA, had mined Nicaraguan
harbors to destabilize the coun-
.try’seconomy. That breach has
apparently convinced some
...~ -.— senators that Congress should |
exact revenge. Tired of playing—and los-
ing—a cat-and-mouse game with the CIA to |
secure intelligence that it is legally entitled
10, the Senate may try to force CLA Director
William Casey to be more responsive. |
The Senate Intelligence Committee is |
|
i

LARRY DOWNING-—Newsweex

#H

TERRY ARTHUR—CAMERA §

considering requiring Casey to testify under
oath when he next appears, a procedure that
has usually been abandoned in the name of
collegiality; in addition, it is contemplating

ernment in El Salvador. But the
breach between Congress and -

L ASTAT
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activities—and demanding a response with-
in48hours. “Itstartsto get verynasty,” says
acommitteestaffer. The frustration over the
ClA’s failure to keep Congress fully in-
formed is compounded by genuine confu-
sion over what is actually being accom- .
plished in Central America. “I have noidea :
whether we are making any progress,” savs '
Durenberger, whohas supported the money
for covert operationsin Nicaragua.

Last week’s developments only added to
theconfusion. Bolstered by newrecruitsand
arms, the Costa Rican-based Democratic
Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE), led by
Edén Pastora—the legendary “Command-
er Zero” of the Sandinista revolution—was
reveling in its first notable military victory.
But after occupying the small coastal fishing |
village of San Juan del Norte for three days,
ARDE forces retreated into the hills in the
face of a strong Sandinista ground-and-air
counterattack. The Sandinista Air Force
devastated what was left of San Juan del
Norte, dropping 500-pound bombs from
Soviet-built MI-8 helicoptersand O-2 “push
and pull” spotter planes. “*Our objective is
nottodefend [fixed] positions,” said Pastora
in a taped message from an undisclosed
location followingtheretreat. *“Wearefight-
ing a guerrilla offensive.”

‘Crocodiles One U.S. official hailed the
*majorpsychologicalimpact” ofthe ARDE
effort. However, diplomatic sources in
Costa Rica questioned how much it really
meant. ““If it weren’t for its political signifi-
cance,” said one, *'the Sandinistas could just
leave Pastora down there to rot.” Pastora
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Pitchman of the Power House

How top Lobbyist Bob Gray makes friends and sells influence

™ here was a time when lobbyists were
discreet, working their deals behind
closed doors. But Robert Keith Gray is a
new breed of lobbyist. preferring to
enter by the front door and stay in the
limelight.

The dapper. polished Gray, 62. is the
founder and president of Gray & Co., an
86-member lobbying and public relations
firm located in a lavishly decorated for-
mer generating plant in Georgetown im-
modestly named the Power House. His of-
fice is decorated with photographs of him
shaking hands with every President since
Dwight Eisenhower. “With appreciation
and warmest friendship,” says a
photo inscription from Ronald
Reagan, whose Inauguration cere-
monies Gray helped arrange. By
day he likes to be seen with his pals
in_high places, includine CLA Direc-
lor William Casev, Senator Paul
Laxalt and most of the Cabinet. By

- night, if his friends have to work, -
Bachelor Gray squires their wives
10 s0 many Washinglon parties that
he claims he wears out two tuxedos
a year.

Gray cultivates his connections
by hiring people on the basis of ;-
whom they know. “I onlv want the |
siars,” he says. It is a policy that |
gets him publicity. not always wel-
come. Four months ago, Gray hired
Alejandro Orfila. the Secretary-
General of the Organization of
American Siates and former. Ar-
gentine Ambassador to the U.S., at

rules of lobbying have changed since the
days when the legendary Thomas (“Tom- .
my the Cork”) Corcoran could pick up the
phone and deliver the goods for a client.
As federa] regulations have grown ever
stricter in the past 15 vears, the number
of registered lobbyists has quadrupled.
There are now about 6,500, or just over
twelve for every member of Congress. But

“while this growing cacophony of special-

interest groups is fighting o be heard, lob-
bying has become more open, thanks to
the full-disclosure demands of the post-
Watergate era.

What Gray offers is a prized Wash-

e L
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Lhe persuaders,” he explains. “But today’s
lobbyist has to be a straight shooter.”
Contends Staffer Frank Mankiewicz, who
until last year ran National Public Radio:
“He’s a small-town boy, like Ronald Rea-
gan. In a small town, you help your
friends.”

Gray, who was bom in Hastings,
Neb., is a good deal more than just a
small-town boy grown big. He is 2 Har-
vard Business School graduate who since
going to Washingion as a low-level offi-
cial in the Eisenhower Administration

lations firm of Hill & Knowlton Ine. in
1981 10 build a company that by 1983 was
earning $11 million a year. He owns 75%
of Gray & Co.’s stock, and enjoyed a sala-
ry last year of $401,500.

.gclients, including the government

-£in Congress. The powerful Greek
lobby was determined to trim back
Turkey’s military aid last year, but

former top aide to House Speaker
.. Tip O'Neill, 10 work on House lead-
4% ers. Martin Gold, former counsel to
©.; Senate Majority Leader Howard
...~ Baker, was sent by Gray 10 deal
.+ With Republican leaders in the Sen-

+ the year before.

S uch services do not come
cheap. The firm often charges
clients both a monthly retainer and
; high hourly fees. An hour of Gray’s
time costs $350. Says a former em-

$25,000 2 month. At the time Or- <o -

fila, who is an accomplished Wash- §
ington socializer, was still working ;

for the O.AS. and collecting his © -

$88,000-a-year salary. He contin- ;.

ved working as both a diplomat and At fhe Capito!:v"Today's fob|

£

byist has to be a straight shooter”

s ployee: “Suddenly, at the end of the
month, the client is hit with a

%3 540,000 or $50,000 bill. He says, -
: ‘My God, what have I gotten for -

this?" ” Sometimes little more than
a handshake. One arms dealer paid
Gray $65.000 to help him make his
case to the Pentagon on a foreign

2 member of Gray & Co. until his
resignation from the O.A.S. on
March 31. Last winter. a black limousine
with diplomatic plates that read “OAS 8"
was often seen idling outside the Power
House, while Orfila worked within. Al-
though Orfila insists that he did no lobby-
ing while he was on both payrolls and that
he was moonlighting from the O.A.S. on
accumulated leave time, the Q.A.S. this
month rebuked him and began an investi-
- gation of his nine vears in office. A few
days Jater. Gray was back in the news for
getting Ursula Meese a2 job running a
- small foundation. The wife of embatiled
Presidential Counsellor Edwin Meese. she
has maintained that she took the $40.000-
"a-vear job as executive director of the
foundation at American University in
early 1982 because her family needed the
money. She still has the
For all his intimate connections, how-
ever, Gray is not just a political fixer. The

pddpproved For

A small-town boy wha geis along, ar $350 an hour.

ington commodity called access. His spe-
cialty is the returned phone call. “A Bob
Gray can get your case heard,” says Jack
Albertine, president of the American
Business Conference. Declares the New
Republic columnist TRB: “Gray's firm
has broken new ground in the brazenness
with which it presents itself as selling not
legal services or even public relations, but
connections pure and simple.”

Gray maintains these connections by
performing small favors, like getting the
Job for Ursula Meese or helping Nancy
Thurmond, the wife of Senator Strom
Thurmond, Republican of South Caroli-
na, organize charity balls. (He once put
Mrs. Thurmond on his payroll, but eriti-

CeRaSA SR8 T CA R a0

asks for favors in return. “There was 2
time when booze. blonds and ‘bribes were

spare-parts deal. Gray set up a
meeting for the client with Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, but the
arms dealer did not get the contract. Nor

February. The President declined.

~Gray insists that he will not take on
just any client, and hints that he has
‘turned away the government of Libya
and the Rev. Sun Myung Moon. But how

out with Bill Casey,” says Gray, dropping
like a brick the name of his friend the CIA

i G200 Y-Sriendships like
)ﬁlgt%gexiﬁust to be made: they can be
marketed.  —By Evan Thomas. Reported by

David Beckwith and Jay Branegan/Washingion

- Gray sent Lobbyist Gary Hymel, 2

can Gray always deliver the handshake. i
The National Food Processors paid him a
major fee largely in the hope that he |
could - persuade President Reagan to !
speak at their annual convention in early |

.did he know, for instance, that more mili- 5
tary aid for Turkey was in the national i
interest? *“1 always check these situations

has had the knack for cuitivating the pow- |
erful of both parties. He left the public re- -

Gray has produced results for many .

~50f Turkey, which has little support

¢ ate. Turkey ended up getting more -
military aid out of Congress than -

AT
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Mystery Money

A new Meese puzzle

et another cloud has appeared over
the troubled nomination of Presiden-
tial Counsellor Edwin Meese as U.S. At-
torney General: a tax-exempt Reagan
Administration transition fund, headed

by Meese in 1980-81, that refuses toreveal |
where its private donations came from |

and where much of its money went, The
New York Times reported last week that
the fund has even refused to open its
books to a federal audit. The disclosure
led Senate Judiciary Committee Member
Ted Kennedy to ask Jacob Stein, the spe-
cial prosecutor looking into allegations
raised against Meese, to include the fund
in his probe. A source close to the investi-
gation insisted that Stein, with his far-
ranging mandate to sort out the tangled

Meese affair, will almost surely decide to -

look into the matter.

Meese served as president and the only
salaried director of the Presidential Tran-
sition Foundation Inc., set up to plan the
transfer of executive power from the Car-
ter Administration to Reagan’s team. The
other directors were William Casey, now

Cladirector, and Verne Orr, now Secretary

ofthe Air Force. In addition toreceiving $2
million in operating expenses from the
Government and $250,000 from the Presi-
.dent’s campaign treasury,

. zthe foundation raised
'$$688,931 from unidenti-

‘"cordmg to its tax return.

8 nate, but Orr said at the
time that single contribu-
tions were being limited to
a maximum of $5,000. The
: foundation also promised
Edwin Meese  that its books would even-
tually be made public.
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That never happened. The fund de- .
clined a request by the General Accounting |

Office (GAO) in 1981 to provide an account-
ing of privately raised receipts and their
disbursement. A similar request to the
White House in 1981 produced a vague
promise that it was “‘attempting to formu-
late a response,” according to the GAO.
Even though the foundation has claimed
tax exemption, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice hasnever approved thatstatus. Noting
that the IRS is headed by a presidential ap-
pointee, Kennedy asked, “Why has it not

audited the foundation?” If the transition

fund is not tax exempt, the donors of the

| $688,931 could not claim tax deductions.

Meese’s atiorney, E. Robert Wallach,
said that “explicitly, Meese didn’t handie
fund raising, he didn’t handle disburse-
ments.” Another member of his legal
team, Leonard Garment, promised that if
Prosecutor Stein decides to probe Meese’s
role at the foundation, “we are prepared

" to answer all of his questions.” [ ]

‘§fied private donors, ac-

*No limit was set on the
amount people could do- .
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D'Aubuisson (center) campaigning: A death sentence for U.S. aid?

Big Stakes in El Salvador
PECER

THREE KEY ELECTIONS OF THE 1984 sEa-
son will soon be held within four days of
one another. On May 5, Texas will hold
its caucuses. and although Gary Hart's
high-tech message should do well in the
Southwess, the smart money is on Wal-
ter Mondale. And three days later, on
May 8, the Ohjo primary should further
confirm Mondale’s appeal to Democrats
in the industial Midwest.

In berween these contests, on May 6,
an even more important election will
take place, in El Salvador—the runoff
berween Napoledén Duarte and Roberto

' d’Aubuisson for the Salvadoran presi-

t dency. The Democrats may have their

.

anention fixed on Texas and Ohio, but
the Rezgan administration has ifs mind
firmly set on El Saivador. With the Mid-
dle East receding as a flash point (at

" least for now) and the recent Soviet suc-

cession diverting attention from the ad-
ministration’s reluctance to reopen arms
tzlks, Central America stands as the key
foreign-policy issue of the 1984 cam-
paign. A victory by d’Aubuisson, 2 for-
mer ermy officer linked to the death
squads, woulid be disastrous not only for
El Salvador but for Ronald Reagan's
Central American policy as well. D’Au-
buisson’s prescription is more killing.-
He believes the bulk of El Salvador's
trouble is generated by about 5,000 sub-

¥,

ing in campaign hyperbole, but if he is
elected, Congress will probably cut off
American eid before waiting to find out.
Duarte, on the other hand, is a con-
ciliator. He has said he will conduct a
“dialogue” with the guerrillas, and while
he has steadfastly refused to define his
terms, it is understood that some con-
crete attempt at peacemaking would be
his first priority. Duarte is not only ac-
ceptable to the administration’s con-
gressional critics, he is acceptable to the
administration itself. “God, how we
want Duarte to win,” says a senior ad-
ministration aide. “He gives us cred-
ibility—and more important, as we head
into an election here, he gives us time,
His presidency would be like the Cher-
nenko ascendancy. All sides will have to
permit Duarie time to work his magic.
And for sure we'll support whatever he
does. Duarte can get us off the hook”
The catch is whether the Salvadoran
military, which continues to wield the
real power, will permit Duarte to govern
effectively. The very same military stole
the 1972 election from Duarte, and when
he finally did become president, in the
early'80s, he was little more than = fig-
urehead. Back then, Duarte’s contempt
for the military he theoretically oversaw
was the region’s worst-kept secret. “All
they know is how to kill,” Duarte-told
me two years ago. “They want to keep on
protecting the rich, and as long as there

versives (besides thAﬁp%ﬁgeHvF”&hRuea'se’masmmg < GIRDRH4009D

as guerrilias), and he'would “wipe them
out.” D'Aubuisson may well be engag-

that's exactly How they'll continue to
operate.” ' :

To hear the White House tell it, the
Salvadoran armed forces are now a
model of professionalism. But the death
squads still roam at will, which they
couldn't do without the military’s ac-
quiescence. And the new military com-
mander, General Vides Casanova, has
himself been implicated in the cover-up
surrounding the murder of the Ameri.
can churchwomen four years ago.

Assuming Duarte wins, will the
army permit him to talk with the guer-
rillas and institute the sweeping land-
redistribution program he has prom-
ised? When Duarte tried economic re-
forms during his presidency, they
were quickly undermined by the legisla-
ture’s actions, something that couldn't
have happened without the military’s
tacit blessing.

. For the record, Duarte now says that
the army is “better,” that it hes
“changed,” and he obviously hopes for
an accommodation. Whether he gets it
will depend on how far he wants 1o go
and how quickly. Duarte figures his best
chance would be 10 act swiftly, He be-
lieves the army would rezalize that Amer-
ican aid would end if the military staged
a coup or otherwise crippled his presi-
dency. The White House concurs in this
analysis—and is keeping its fingers’
crossed. “We've made it as clear as we
can,” says a State Department cfficial.

“If Duarte wins and is rendered irrele-
vant, then we're out of there. We think
the message has gonten through. If it has, :
we'll have a defensible position in El!
Salvador at least through the fall elec-.

tion here. Whether we'll have the same

kind of ‘bye’ in Nicaragua is a whole .’
different question.” i

Yes, it is.
Thanks mainly to the C.LA.'s mining |
of-Nicaragua’s harbors, the administra-
tion is now facing congressional re-
sistance to the continued funding of the
American-supported counterrevolu-
tionary operations directed against the
Managua regime. The mining may have
been sound tactically—another weapon
in the war to pressure the Sandinistas to
cease their support of the Salvadoran
guerrillas—but the international and
domestic backlash offsets the gain.

Part of the current flap is jusiified.
Mining is a legitimate act of war—
whether declared or not—but it is nor-
mally undertaken openiy so that neutral
vessels have [air warning. The C.LA'S
RODGL00040009R2 Vhich was bound to
surface sometime, has only heightened |
the outcry. As for the agency’s briefing
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- What a relief; Mr. Moynihan

< Relax, everyone. You can sleep a little easier -

tonight, comforted in the knowledge that Daniel
- Patrick Moynihan has reversed his decision to
sguit as vice chairman of the Senate Select
. ‘Committee on Intelligence. Tl

« The man so inattentive to matfers important.
240 his committee that he did-not éven read his -

wown staff report on the mining of Nicaraguan

~‘harbors has again lent the country his eyes and.

.ears. The New York senator so outraged be-
“"cause the report telling of:the CIA’s role in the

«Inining wasn’t underlined in red. is.once ‘again

.‘poised to wield the miglhty_ bammer. of “his_"¥Moynihan"
ligence . procedures-of briefings

e L T S L :

i-leadership over the inte

PR,

the United States.

Mr. Moynihan
Director William Casey apologized to the
committee for not having kept Congress ade-
quately informed i

most open: secrets,

‘It seems:that Mr. Moynihan was one of the
. few people’in Washington not aware of the :

-mining. .Among the new procedures the Gom-

key..eleme

—ceper
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a§reed to stay on after CIA

, of ~the mining operation, |
which for weeks had been"j:one}of Washington's

mittee - might implement-is ‘the purchase of 'a -
trumpet ' Mr. Casey can use to awaken ‘Mr..:
' . in upcoming CIA

. e LR
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Oon Nicaragua

leha.m Casg—the Director of £ ;

Central Intelhgence must have -

found it awkward. to apologize. But -

with the survival of the Administra-
tion's military support of the Nicara-

guan rebels hanging in the balance, - -
Mr. Casey swallowed hard and au- -

thorized an on-the-record apology to

the Sepate Intelligence Commlttee;

last week.."

The commxtteeicomplamed that it

“‘was pot adequately informed in a
timely manner”-of the C.1.A.’s role
in mining Nicaraguan harbors, add- -
ing that Mr. Casey *‘concurred in
that assessment.”” At the same time,
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of
New York became vice chairman
again. He had quit to protest the min-

. ing, which, Mr. Casey said, has.

. enged, o mui

The reguests jor Central

military aid are to comsTEIOIT 2
Senate-House conference committee
this week. The Senate has approved

-§21 million for the Nicaraguan insur-

gents and $61.7 million for the El Sal-
vador Government. The House has.
approved $32.5 million for E] Salva-
dor.and no additional money for
Nicaragua operations.

Washington says it is acting in the
collective defense of El Salvador and

A . other Central American countries

against subversion by Nicaraguam-
supported guerrillas. - The United
States has also urged free elections,
a plea echoed last weekend by Nica-

ragua’s nine:Roman Catholic bish- .-
ops, who said the:voting should aiso L
beopentotherebels ‘But Damiel .

Ortega ‘Saavedra; the junta codrdi-

| .nator, rejected”.thébishop’s pro-

posal, contending i it was “onented by

" Iittle faith in the mediating efforts of

I
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the five nearby.countries known as
the Contadora group. The group’s
foreign ministers, from Mexico, Co-
lombia, Panama and Venezoela,
were to meet again today with Cen-
tral American officials.

Taking its case against the United
States to the World Court, Nicaragoa
asked for an interim ruhng en]ommg
‘Washington from supporting the in-
surgents. Davis R. Robinson, a State
Department lawver, denounced the
complaint as. “‘propaganda” amnd
urged dismissal. Besides, he said,
Nicaragua has not recognized the
court’s authority. But Carlos Ar-
guello Gomez of Nicaragua said his
country had gone before the court in
a 1960 dispute with Honduras. The
court, which has no enforcement sin-
thority, was expected to hand down a

’ prelimina:xmr_uli_ng vnthm 15 d_ays.

Milt Freudenheim
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'CIA director speaks sortry

Casey’s mumbhng contributed to furor over Nicaragua mmmg

By Richard Whittle

Washington Bureau of The News ’

WASHINGTON — When William Casey talks,
members of the House and Senate Intelligence
committees listen — but some say they often
can't hear.

The CIA director, who turned 71 last month,
Speaks in a voice as wispy as his thin white hair.
Like the Allied agents he helped infiltrate be-
hind German lines as a World War II officer in
the Office of Strategic Services, Casey's words
have a way of fading murkily into the ether.

“I think I am not being unkind to say (that)
Mr. Casey is not known for having high marks in
elocution; that it's not always clear what exactly
is being said when he is talking,” said Sen. Wil-
liam S. Cohen, a Maine Republican who sits on
the Senate Intelligence Committee,

Waxing umintelligible is so much Casey's
trademark that even President Reagan has joked
about it. He has said that one of Casey's assets as
-head of the nation's top spy agency is that he
requires no electronic “scrambler” to garble his
telephone conversations as a guard against in-
terception.

Far from just an amusing quirk, Casey's
mumbling has been a factor in his dispute with
members of the Senate Intelligence Committec
over whether he properly informed them of the
ClA’s direct role in mining Nicaragua's harbors.

Casey took the extraordinary step of paying
‘personal “fence-mending” calls on committee
members last week and even signed a formal
memorandum of apology at the behest of Sens.

Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, and Richard Lugar, R-
Ind.

But Casey, who declined through a spokes-
man to be interviewed, was slow to admit any
error. At first he had CIA officials issue state-
ments saying he had complied with the 1980 In-
‘telligence Oversight Act, which requires him to
keep Congress “fully and currently informed” of
any “significant” intelligence operations.

As a result, before his apology, Casey's rela-
tions with the Senate committee had grown so
sour that some members were suggesting that he
resign.

Though it is not likely that Reagan would

ask him to quit, it is less likely that Casey would
volunteer to leave a job that has let him delve
again into the mysterious world of secret intelli-
gence operations, which by his own past admis-
'sion he came to love as a young 0SS officer.
" Whatever the course of his future dealings
with Capitol Hill, it is widely agreed that the epi-
séde has raised the ghost of the sinister, head-
sfrong image the CIA acquired after 1970s revela-
tions of past CIA assassination plots and coups.

' It is no secret that Casey has a special bond
with the clandestine service — the arm of the
organization that plots and implements covert
programs in the realms of propaganda, political
intrigue and paramilitary operations — based on
his experience in the kind of work they do. It is
said that he has even gone into Central America
himself, traveling in unmarked planes, to check
on the progress of his agency’s operations.

' For that reason, said a former intelligence
official who has worked with Casey personally,
the director is unlikely to change his ways with-
out direct orders from Congress. The former offi-
¢ial asked not to be identified.

*  “Running the clandestine service,” the offi-
cial said, “well, he just loves todoit.”
-+ Some of Casey's supporters disagree that his
afhmty for covert action has hurt the agency's
lmage Former CIA Director William L. Colby,
for one, said the congressional furor reflects no
distrust of Casey but merely a lack of consensus
b 0D whether the CIA's Nicaraguan operations are,
wise.
! But the controversy appears to have killed

‘; whatever chances the administration had of get-

. ting the House to approve §21 million to resupply
the ClA-backed rebels, known as contras, who

yare warring against Nicaragua's Marxist San-
dinista government.

¢ .Cohen and other Senate committee members

.are still saying that while Casey may have re-

{ferred during March briefings to mines being

i placed in Nicaragua's harbors, the words he used
rand his customary mumbling prevented the
committee from understanding the CIA's role in
placing them.
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CIA and Congress

In theory, at least the Central Intelligence Agency has an
absolute obligation to keep Congress informed of operat1ons
which Congress is called upon to fund.

The resignation of Sen. Daniel P. Moymhan as vice
chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a sub-:
sequent apology offered by William J. Casey, the CIA head, '
for failure to brief the committee as fully as some members ,
desired shows how seriously that obligation is taken both on

_j_Capxtol Hill and in the executive branch of government.
Not quite so seriously taken, however, is the obligation on |

Congress part to guard secrets that the CIA impartstoitin
the course of keeping senators and representatlves well-
informed.

" No wonder the CIA thinks twice before being candid with,
Congress when it knows the place is full of blabbermouths
who consider it their duty, upon being informed of CIA un-
dertakings they don't approve of, to 1mmedxately hold a
press conference to denounce them. :

. Whether, in the closed session Wednesday which culmi-
nated in Mr. Casey's apology and Mr. Monynihan’s return to
the vice chairman’s seat, this concomittant obligation on the -
‘part of Congress was discussed, reports have not yet made
clear. All we know is that at the end of what was apparently
a spirited give-and-take between senators and spymaster,
all hands emerged radiating sweetness and light. For the
record, anyway. There are still no doubt many members of
the committee who have reservations about the CIA and all
its works. Still, no doubt, a certain skepticism on Mr. Casey’s
part about the ability of Mr. Moynihan and hlS colleagues to
keep their mouths shut. .

On whole, however, this clear-the-air eplsode should have
a healthy effect not only in Congress and covert action cir-
cles but upon the public, which has been a little too quick to
jump on the CIA in connection with the Nicaraguan mining, -
assuming that there was some plot afoot in Mr. Casey’s
office to sneak something by. It is not at all clear, for one
thing, whether members of the committee, when com-

‘plaining about lack of information, are fully entitled to the’
gripes they have been expressing. Some senators had no
complaints. Perhaps the others Just Weren’t hstemng
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Ultimate Goal of U.S. Lafn Folicy

By Joanne Omang
and Don Oberdorfer
WeENINgLON Post SW.ff Writers

In meking the long-neglected re-
gioni of Central America one of its
top international priorities, the Rea-
gen administration is trying to stop
the spresd of communism near the
southern U.S. border by using indi-
rect military and paramilitarv power
- and attempting to restructure polit-
ical and social institutions in coun-
. tries there.

The ambiguous nature of this pol-
icy has been shaped by an American
political paradox, reflected in opin-
ion poli after opinion poll, that is

partly 2 legacy of the Vietnam war.
A majority of American voters agrees
that vital U.S. interests are at stake
in Central America but flatly op-
poses having U.S. troops fight to de-
fend those interests. o
Guided by this domestic imper-
ative and its own instincts, the ad-
" ministration has determined that
further military victories by comrmu-
nist troops will not be pgrm.ltted'm
Central America and that this pol;cy
can be enforced short of sending
U.S. troops into combat there.

This is the answer administration
officials give in interviews, public

statements and internal documents

to questions about what the United
States is trying to do in Central
America. However, the officials said
& central question remains unre-
solved inside the administration:
Shouid the U.S. objective be only to
“stop the spread of communist influ-

ence in the region or to go further
and eradicate it in Nicaragua and -

Cuba? _ :

These officials expressed the be-
lief that democratic institutions—
even if they must be created virtu-
allv from scratch in countries that
heve very little democratic tradition,
.such as El Salvador, Honduras and
Guetemela—nonetheless  can  re-
spond to the needs of downtrodden
people and that the people will then

Sl Unresoly

In effect, the theory holds that if .

El Selvador, the crucial battleground
in the administration’s view, can be

militerily protected long enough -

--from outside leftist revolutionary in-
fluence, it can leave behind its Jong
history of corruption, human rights

.Bbuses, illegal behavior and inepti-

"‘tude and be transformed peacefully
into a smaller version of the United
States, a responsive, democratic so-
ciety.

This fundamental approach, re-
jected as impractical or insincere by
many critics of the administration's
policy for Central America, is behind
the steady buildup of a U.S. “mili-

< tary shield” in Central America, be-

.-hind which, administration officials
said, democratic institutions may

“ flourish with U.S. help.

However, the most visible result
so far of this two-pronged approach
has been the military buildup. Im-

.plemented in piecemeal and incre-

mental fashion throughout the three

years of the Reagan administration,
it has changed the face of Central
- America.

With US. aid, Salvadoran mili-
wtary forces have more than doubled
“and those of neighboring Honduras
* have increased 30 percent. Without
~direct U.S. aid, Guatemala’s forces
~have incressed 50 percent.

Covert U.S. financing and direc-
“tion~through the -CIA have helped
the insurgents fighting the” le tst
government of adjacent Nicaragua,
_known as contras, grow from a few

ragtag exie bands to three well-

organized, well-equipped guerrilla

_groups totaling 15,000 fighters.

U.S. military assistance to the Sal-
vedoran government in its war
against leftist rebels-has grown from
about $6 million in the last full year

.of the Carter administration to this
year's total of $243 million either a)-
ready sent to El Salvador or awaiting
congressional approval. U.S. military
eid to Honduras has

sailed into the waters surrounding
Central America to show the flag.
US. ground, air and ses maneuvers

unprecedented size and scope
“have become & nearly continuous

ed o Powerful US.  armadas have

feature there. The jackhammer of
military construction has be- :
especially in

Us.
come commonplace,
Honduras.

. But'th.e other part of the policy— -
~the building of flowishing democrat-

ic _'ir.xstitu'tions——is not yet apparent.
Critics of the Reagan administration
bave said they doubt that it is pos-
sible, although new elections have
been held or scheduled in several
ceuntries of the region. The most

important, and possibly riskiest, of -
these elections so far will be presi-

d;ential balloting scheduled next
_ Samda,\{ in El Salvador.

All sides agree that stability i the
region, to say nothing of peace, is far
off. The economies of the Central
American countries have been hit
hg:}d by global recession and the
fiight of capital, which have hurt the

region far more than increased U.S,
eonomic and military aid  has
Eelped. Only in the past few months,
for the first time since the late
1970s, has this economic decline ap-
- peared to level off in several Ceniral
_American countries, with hopes for
. irzprovement ghead. :
In the military competition, the

* growing strength and resources of

opposition elements also has offset
some of the U.S. buildup in friendly
countries,

The military forces of Nicaragua's
Sandinistas, backed by Soviet and
Cuban equipment and advisers, have
grown from about 4,000 on their day
of xictory over the late dictator
Anastasio Somoza in mid-1979 to
ehout 48,000 now, about half of
them reservists.

While the United States has
helped the Salvadoran military grow
from 16,000 at the end of the Carter
administration to 39.000 today, aid
from communist nations helped the

increased fwen- .
reject commurism. Approved For Re|qmgggmm%é;§§&§ﬁﬁﬁé?-00901 ROOG40004080 F<2els there to grow

from 2,000 only four vears ago to
about 10,000 now.
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 Where Was The Oversight?

Every agency of the federal govemment

- is supposed o be accountable to Congress,

' Intelligence Committee. Mr.

and that goes for the Central Intelligence
Agency, which despite ‘claims of secrecy -
cannot claim secrecy from Congress.
Otherwise,

been all that accountable to Congress. CIA

‘Director William J. Casey has conceded as”

much to members of the Senate1

apologized for not adequately informing -
the comnittee about the CIA’s supervision
of the mining of Nicaraguan ports. As a

result, Sen. Moynihan of New York has

w1thdrawn his resignation asvice chairman

“of the “cornmittée, “and “no doubt Sen.

Goldwater of Arizona isless outraged by the
Reagan administration’s alleged refusal to
give the committee a full briefing.

the CIA would be an-
unaccountable amm==%f the executive -
, branch, not far different from, say, the Y
- Soviet Union’s KGB. . )
- Unfortunately, the CIA has not always

Casey

We do not know, however, whether Mr.
Casey’s apology was entirely necessary.

- The House Intelligence Committee, through
_ ‘careful. probing, ¢id learn at least
. something about the policy of mining

Nicaraguan harbors. The Senate

-..commxttee apparently, didn’t do much

probing. It might be asked if some senators
really wanted to know what the CIA was

“doing. Ignoranca may not be bliss, but it

allows members of Congress to permit CIA
operations to go unchallenged until they are

- revealed, somehow, by the press. Then the

congressmen can react according to
- whatever seems politically required.

The case of the mining of Nicaraguan
harbors ought to embarrass Congress as
much as the administration. It anything

... constructive _gesults, it should be.__that

Congress will ‘demand " that it be fully
informed about CIA activities. Otherwise,
the public car't have much confidence ip

the way its government operates. .-

-
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KALE: Good day from Washington. I am Marvin Kalb invits wg‘}éﬂ to Meet the
Press with Sen. Josepn Biden, a strong critic of the president's foreign polrey= =

ENNDUNCER: Meei the Press, an unrehearsed press conferemce, is z public affzirs
presentation of NBC News. :

KALE: Our guest today on Meet the Press is Sen. Joseph Biden of Delaware who
was Tirst elected to the U.S. Senate 12 years ago, when he was 29. Sen. Biden
is now the ranking Democrat on the Judiciary Committee. Xe is also a member of
he ¥

the Foreign Relations, Budget and Intelligence Committees, and with this
tackground he challenges administration policy across the board. Our reporters
today are Morton\Eondracke of The New Republic, Gloriz\Borger of Newsweek,
Robert\Novak of The Chicago Sun-Times, and to open the guwestioning, our regular
panelist, Bill\Monroe of NBC News.

* % %k % % %

NOVAK: Sen. Biden, there's been a lot of noise from Democrats in the Senate
zbout being...information being withheld from you by the TIA on the mining of

the Nicarzguan harbors by the contras. Isn't it a fact tihiat you were well aware

of that operation, you personally, were well aware of that operation when the
debate in the Senate took place? BIDEN: We were well awzre of it from news
zccounts. I gquite frankly find myself in & bit of a bind answering that
guestion because I was the only person voting ageinst that operation from the
zicd to the contras since the changing of the so-called presidential finding, the
second finding. 1 think the admini...that the committee's almost as much at
fzult here zs in fact, the agency is. The agency did not level. The agency did
not tell us the extent of their involvement. &nd they did not tell us the
extent of the prnsident‘s involvement. But we did not asik the right guestions.

NOVEK: But sir, isn't it trve thet you were personally, quz Le aDa t from news
accounts, thet personzlly you were briefed by the CIA on the mining operations
before the debzte in the Senate? BIDEN: No. That's not true What we were in
fact briefecd zbout, on two occasions, about two months zfter the fact, was that
in a compendium of & number of things that were occurring, dropped in as number
17, was, and by the way, there are mines there. They never told us though the
degree to which there was direct U.S. involvement in that process.

NOVAK: Well, aren't the mines z red herring, sir? Isn't it 2 fact that you're
oppesed Lo the contras being financed to U.S. funds tc overthrow the Sandinista
regime? BIDEN: Me, personally?

NOVAK: Yes, sir. BIDEN: Yes. 1 am personally opposed To the way in which we
are going about that. ,

NOV&K: Can I ask you one other thing, sir? BIDEN: Sure, you can ask me...

NOVAK: Wno would you prefer running the government of Nicaresguz, the communists
who are in power there now, or the people who eare trying for z democratic regime
and Fighting with the contvas° BIDEN: - I1'd prefer the peopls trying for the

em ati m .
democratic regime. Continued
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C%@@y comes clean

entral Intelhgence Du‘ector William Casey has admitted to
mernbers of the Senate Intelhgence Committee that he failed:

to inform them of his agency scovert actmues in mining the

ports of Nicaragua.
. Under the law, the mtelhgence commxttee is supposed to|
exercise oversight over the CIA in order to ensure that it does not:
engage in secret wars, assassinate foreign leaders, or otherwise.
take actions that are contrary to U.S. laws and publicly stated
foreign policy. The law is designed to ensure that the legitimately
.elected representatives of the people :stay in control of the
govemment and its policies without weakening the ClA by exposmg
all its operations to public scrutiny. . "' .. - e
re It's difficult to run a spy agency in full pubhc wew we all agree,*
but we don’t want it operating totally without control.

* So it is refreshing to see Director Casey come forward in such a
forthright and honest manner (one of the greater attributes of
Reagan appointees) after having the details of the mining leaked to.
‘the press, the Senate Intelligence Committee publicly flay him, a
majority of both houses pass resolutions condemning the mining
operation, and generally cause an uproar throughout the world. Yes,
indeed, his candor is refreshmg ,
) Callmg for his resignation is the farthest thmg from our mmds.
Quite the contrary, this incident has shown that Mr. Casey is the
perfect man to head the CIA. He has clearly shown that he has the
Tequisite character traits — deviousness,- a conveniently weak
memory, and the ability to withstand tough questioning without
giving away valuable information (the mining operation) to the
-enemy (the Senate Intelligence Committee) — to be the country's
“chief spy. Rest easy America, with Mr. Casey in charge of the CIA
the nation is safe as long as it doesn’t travel by ship near Nicaragua..
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Senate wants CIA éto Keep

By Terfy Atlas
and Dorothy Collin
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON—The Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence has an-
nounced it will meet Wednesday to
work out “more thorough and effec-
tive oversight procedures” in the
wake of an apology by the CIA for
failing to give Congress adequate
information about the mining of Ni-
caragua’s harbors. .

" The committee said in & statement
it would move quickly to develop
new procedures to see that the Se-
nate is more fully informed, espe-
cially about covert: activities.” The
vice chairman of th

e - committee,

N.Y.), said the group will consider
requiring the CIA to disclose any
activity that might require presiden-
tial approval, such as the mining of
harbors.

The committee’s determination fol-
lowed an apology by CIA Director
William Casey for failing to keep it
fully informed about the CIA role in
the mining of the harbors. Casey met
with the committee behind closed
“doors for” about two hours Thursday, .
-acknowledging he failed to provide
adequate information and promising
to be more forthcoming in the future.”

AS_A RESULT, Moynihan_ with--
drew his resignation as vice chair-
man and agreed to continue serving.
Taken together, it appears- these
events have defused the confronta-
tion over the mining. C o .

Casey also assured committee
members that the ClA-directed min-
ing has been halted and that there
are no other covert activities in Cen-~

tral America of which they have not® -

been toid. s
Committee members said they be- .
lieve Casey will keep them better
informed through future briefings
about major covert operations. Sen.
Lloyd Bentsen [D., ex.] said he
believes that Casey will be “more
forthright.” o LS
Casey’s apology capped several .
days of intense behind-the-scenes-ac- |
tivity as the CIA director, the Senate -
Republican leadership and key mem-
bers of the Intelligence Committee .
looked for a way to cool what had
become a heated public debate over
the CIA’s covert activities in-Central

Ap‘BEoved For Releas

~ out

America. The controversy, in the
.process, undercut congressional sup-
port for President Reagan’s Central
American policies. " . - i o
BUT THE RESOLUTION of the
battle over CIA briefings left unset-
tled basic questions about adminis-
tration policies in the region.and CIA .
activities,- The Senate has voted $21-

- million to continve CIA ‘support for:
he Nicaraguan rebels f{ighting: the':

. Sandinista government, but thaf aid

- is opposed the House. - :
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan [D.. . ArPesed DY the House

At the end of the closed-door

. meeting, which one senator said was
by ‘&2 “‘spirited and sharp

‘mark
exchange’ with Casey, the commit-
tee issued & brief statement outlin ing
its new agreement with Casey an
the CIA.

The carefully worded statement
said that Casey had ‘“concurred’
with the committee’s belief that it
hadn’t been *‘adeguately informed in
a timely manner!’ of the mining and.
‘that he had agreed on the need ‘‘for
a more thorough and effective over-
sight procedures” involving covert
activity. . ’ S

-“‘We were all there to do a repair
job_on our communication lines,”
.said Sen. David Durenberger [R.,
Minn.]. S

e%i?ﬂﬁ égﬁﬁawﬂ[b@@?ﬁib\ﬁomo
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it

consider in detail what those new
procedures might be,

And the statement urgosely
evaded the guestion of w ether
Casey had violated the law requiring

" and currently informed” of all intel-

Previously, the CIA claimed it had

informed various committees or.
staff members several times of the:
mining. That was .hotly challenged!

by the committee staffs, who said -
the briefings had ‘been vague and:

;- indirect concerning: the mining. :
 THE COMMITTEE; by ‘saying it

“would develop new procedures: ‘te -

monitor CIA activities, ap
take part of the blame for the contro-
versy by failing to pursue the matter
after references to the mining by
-Casey in an. earlier briefing.

ared to -

. However,. the _ committee didn’t :

ligence activities.

Last month, after details of the
ClIA’s role in the mining became
public, an uproar develope% on Capi-
tol Hill as senators claimed that they
hadn't been told about an activity

‘that some viewed:as a violation of

international law, . . .
The CIA contended repeatedly that
Casey had mentioned the operation
in briefings but that the senators and
their staffs had failed to follow up

with the right questions. One senator

said the committee was told Thurs-

day by Casey that.the plan to mine.

Nicaragua's .ports was made last

fall, months before hints of the oper-
ation reached Congress, . * .. -.--

COMMITTEE MEMBERS st times

appeared to-be as upset with the way
Eh&{ were treated by.Casey and the

as they were with the mining -

itself, -and -the.conflict  became -sq
public that b%' this ‘week all sides
were looking for a way to sattle the
dispute. ; o

‘At some cPoint, we had to have a
truce,” said a- Senate leadership
source. “They couldn’t keep savag-
ing each other.”” . .-
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RADIO TV REPORTS, nd

4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 (301) 656-4068

FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF <

PROGRAM Agronsky & Company SIATON ~ WDVM-TV
Syndicated

DATE April 28, 1984 7:00 P.H. cny Washington, D.C.

SUBJECT Casey/Nicaragua

MARTIN AGRONSKY: Elizabeth, the CIA Director, Mr.
Casey, had now said that he feels he was wrong in not having
revealed more clearly and explicitly to the Senate committee in
charge of oversight of CIA operations what they were doing in
Central America, and specifically the mining by the CIA of the
harbors off the coast of Nicaragua. Now, Senator Moynihan, who
said he was going to resign as deputy chairman, apparently has
been sufficiently mollified, so he's going to remain as deputy
chairman, though he says he'll forgive but not forget.

Now, where are we now with the CIA, with the secrets and
keeping those secrets secret from the Congress?

ELIZABETH DREW: I think it's pretty clear what hap-
pened, Martin, is that it was -- Mr. Casey was made to understand
that he was about to lose it all if he didn't mollify the
senators, and that this was probably more a tactical move. I
don't know that he lost a lot of sleep at night over --contrition
over not having been, perhaps, more fully informative of the
Senate committee. But people in the Senate and elsewhere said to
him, "Look, you're about to lose a very important constituency up
there. You'd better mend your fences." Particularly, some
Republican senators said that. And so he went up and he said,
"I'm sorry," which for him was a very big thing to do.

There's another .sub-thing that was going on here having
to do with some people not wanting Mr. Moynihan to give up that
slot, fearing it would go to someone who might be more critical
_of the CIA. !

So, there was a lot of dancing around. I'm not gure

that anytAddievddPrdrfeleass ¥065/3 1188 ¥ B1ARPB9 P-HGFAR000400040001-2
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DATE April 28, 1984 7:00 P.M. ciy Washington, D.C.

SUBJECT Casey/Nicaragua

MARTIN AGRONSKY: Elizabeth, the CIA Director, Mr.
Casey, had now said that he feels he was wrong in not having
revealed more clearly and explicitly to the Senate committee in
charge of oversight of CIA operations what they were doing in
Central America, and specifically the mining by the CIA of the
harbors off the coast of Nicaragua. Now, Senator Moynihan, who
said he was going to resign as deputy chairman, apparently has
been sufficiently mollified, so he's going to remain as deputy
chairman, though he says he'll forgive but not forget.

Now, where are we now with the CIA, with the secrets and
keeping those secrets secret from the Congress?

ELIZABETH DREW: I think it's pretty clear what hap-
pened, Martin, is that it was -- Mr. Casey was made to understand
that he was about to lose it all if he didn't mollify the
senators, and that this was probably more a tactical move. I
don't know that he lost a lot of sleep at night over --contrition
over not having been, perhaps, more fully informative of the
Senate committee. But people in the Senate and elsewhere said to
him, "Look, you're about to lose a very important constituency up
there. You'd better mend your fences." Particularly, some
Republican senators said that. And so he went up and he said,
"I'm sorry,"™ which for him was a very big thing to do.

There's another sub-thing that was going on here having
to do with some people not wanting Mr. Moynihan to give up that

slot, fearing it would go to someone who might be more critical
- of the CIA.

So, there was a lot of dancing around. I'm not sure
that anything terribly substantive took place.
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HUGH SIDEY: But let's also look at the other side of
this. We've looked at it from Mr. Casey's standpoint.

Let me say flat-out that the mining of the harbors, as
it was done, was wrong, obviously a bad decision. It had
political fallouts.

[Confusion of voices]

SIDEY: But isn't it curious that the people who wanted
to be informed were informed? Eddie Boland and the people in the
House, they found out; that Senator Biden wanted to find out, and
he got well briefed on it; and that the people that really made
an effort, they picked up the subtle hints.

AGRONSKY: Why should there be subtle hints about
something so important in terms of national policy?

SIDEY: Well, I'm not justifying Casey. I'm saying that
he was wrong in this. But what I am saying is, what is the
responsibility of the Congress in this? Those people...

AGRONSKY: What are you saying, if you don't do your
homework, you can't complain?

SIDEY: I think it's always going to be the case that if
they are not diligent and they do not ask and do not probe, that
these things are going to happen. And there's a case where they
could have found out had they worked at it. And they did not.

CARL ROWAN: Well, 1 agree with Hughin this respect. 1
think Moynihan is doing a dance around the lily pads. This is
vwhat worries me about oversight. If you've got people there who
aren't conscientious enough when they see hints like this to say,
"What are you talking about? What are you doing?" they don't
have any right to come up with any big dramatic resignations
later, and then, after Casey apologizes, say, "I'll go back into
this post."

5o, you're right. There's a lot of blame here.

MARIANNE MEANS: The senators are ambivalent in their
attitude toward it. I -think they understand that they have a
responsibility. But this is -- the CIA is engaged in distasteful
business. And the politicians feel the same way toward it, I
think, as the public does. And yet they realize it has to be
done. So they just as soon not know too much.
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AMERICAN SURVEY

The CIA becomes central

again

If there were any doubts remaining about
who is running United States policy in
Central America, they were dispelled Jast
week when the Rezgan administration
rejecied the appoinument of Miss Nora
Asiorga, a heroine of the Sandinist revo-
lution and deputy foreign minister of
Niczaraguz, as that country’s new ambas-
sador 10 Washington. Mr George Shultz,
the secretary of state, and his assistants in
charge of Latin American policy, while
_bhardly planning a grand fete in Miss
Astorga’s honour, bad urged ber accep-
tance as & means of reducing the npumber

of issues in dispute with the Nicaraguans,_

But the source of Miss Astorga’s bero-
. iste—her part in the murder in 1978 of a
. genera] in the Nicaraguan natiopal
guaré—was also the source of her notori-
ety. For the general in question, Reinaldo
Perez Vega, had been one of the Central
intelligence Agency’s men in the old
Nicaraguan regime of Anastasio Somoza,
and when Mr William Casey, the present
direcior of central intelligence, told the
president that he must not let a terrorist
join the diplomatic corps in Washington,
Mr Reagan complied. :

The balance of power among those
competing for control of American for-
eign policy is constantly shifting. The
Astorge incident symbolises the fact that,
for all the elaborate procedures for dis-
cussion within the executive branch and
for consuliation with congress, it has now
shified towards the CLA. The agency's
influence over Central American policy is
particularlv strong:

There is & temptation 10 interpret the
circumstances in a primarily personal
way-—as a sign of Mr Casey’s closeness to
the president he served as campaign man-
ager in 1980. Itis true that this Wal] Street
entrepreneur, having survived one con-
gressional investigation after another, has
easy access 10 the Oval Office and enjoys
& carnzraderie with Mr Reagan maiched
only by My Edwin Meese and others who
served with' the president when he was
governor of California. Certainly, Mr
Casey’s personal status has enhanced the
ClA's role in the many briefings on

WASHINGTON, DC

foreign affairs that the president receives
every day, and this role becomes all the
more important given the fact that Mr

Reagan has little experience of interna-

tional affairs,
But there is more 10 it than that. Mr

Casey's arrival a1 CLA beadguarters sig-

naljed a genuine ascendance for the intel-
ligence community after several years of
decline. " Responding 10 congressional
criticism and public opinion, President
Carter’s director of central intelligence,
Admiral StansBeld Turner, had cut the

ClA’s swaff greatly and had followed

orders to.reduce the role of covert opera-
vons ip the agency's business. Mr Casey,
who had become z hero himself during
wartime operations behind German lines
for the Office of Straiegic Services,
promptly declared that he would put the
CIA back into the covert business and,
although the figures are secret, he is said
10 have presided over a percentage in-
crease in the intelligence budget that
makes even the growth of the Pentagon’s
funds Jook modest by comparison.

At one poinmt Mr Casey had a plan to
put the CIA back into démestic intelli-
gence work—illegally—in apparent rival-

-Ty with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion, but he seems 1o have been held back
by bureaucratic caution if pot by wise
policymakers. One thing is clear, howev-
er: the CIA i« dominant in the field and
bas less competition now from the De-
fence Inelligence Agency or the National
Security Agency. The NSA is sull the
leader in communications intelligence
(comint), but human intelligence (bu-

~mint) is firmly in the hands of the CLA,

and it is being given more importance
than at any" time since the war in
Vietnam. '

Stil], it is not as if the CLA has returned
toits halcyon days, in terms of freedom of
action or public acceptance. When the
apgency restored the Shah of Iran 10 the
peacock throne in 1953 and overthrew the
left-leaning regime of Jacobo Arbenz in
Guatemala the next year, few people
asked questions. Indeed, the congressio-
na) attitude of that era was exemplified by

 STAR
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Casey overlooks Moynihan and Goldwater

the late Leverett Saltonstall of M::Lssachf); .
'setts, @ long-serving Republican senalor,

who observed in 1956 that he “‘would
Tather not have” information and know)-
edge about the CIA actvities,

There is no such reluctance on Capitol
Hil 1oday, at least not officially. Both the
senate and the house of representatives
have, at different times, given the adminp-

istration so much criticism of its activities -

in Nicarzgua—and members of the con-
gressional intelligence committees have
jeaked so much information about them
1o the press—that they are hardly “co-

vert” any longer. During the recent up-

roar over the mining of Nicaraguan har-
bours, it became obvious that the CIA
bhad bardly kept its congressional over-

seers “fully and currently informed™, as it
is Jegally obliged to do. Some thought jts -

dereliction worse than that. Mr B

Goldwater of Arizona, the venerable Re-. .

publican chairman of the senate intelli-
gepce committee, wrote 10 Mr Casey,
declaring that he was “'pissed off”". Mr
Danje] Patrick Moynihan of New York,
the Democratic vice-chairman of the
group, did him one better by announcing

Lontinued
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ABOUT two vears ago,
a representative of the
Sandinist government
identified as the great-
¢st threat to his coun-

tem of communica-
| tiens” at the disposal of
i the U.S, — i.e., its press
and other “organs of
propaganda.”

. This comment — con-
i sidering the public rela-
" tions efforts and enthu-
siasm U.S. journalists
had sc tirclessly show-
ered upon the Sandinist
revolutionary f{orces —
seemed, even at the
time, as gross a piece of
ingratitude as the world
has heard. . |

It comes to mind with a
special irony now. For
even the revolutionary
representative who
spoke thus, the emmi-
nent Ernesio Cardenale,
Nicaraguan minister of
culture, couid surely
tocday not find it in his
heart to refuse a word of
gratitude for those same
organs of “communica-
tion" in the U.S.

Did the Sandinists
ever in their wildest
dreams dare hope for so
stunning & display of

try's survival the “sys- -

sympathy and coopera-
tion as provided by this

same “communica-
tions" network?

Would even Cardenale .

have imagined so prized
2 boon as the savaging of
the CIA and the Contras,
the anti-administration
handwringing and

moralizing, such as we ° f -
£ L wedlthy Americans.”

have seen from our jour-
nalists and .opinion
makers in the course of
the current debate on
Nicaragua?

Surely he could not
have dared hope for
such a report as we in
fact heard on ABC
News recently, one
which began with word

of a New York Times

story charging that the
CIA “made a group of
Nicaraguan rebels.obey
its orders"™ by threaten-
ing to cut of{ supplies.
Here, ABC introduced
“an exclusive” piece of
news of its own — a de-
tailed report on the loca-
tion, " complete  with
aerial photographs, of
the CIA's secret center
from  which  Contra
operations in Costa Rica
were directed and con-
trolled. Here, correspond-
ent John Quinones an-
nounced, was where “the
orders were carried out,”
and “the secrét landing
strips” to which Cla

arms and supplies were

delivered,

But it .was not only
from the CIA that the
Contras received help.

U.S. citizens- in Costa
Rica, we were further in-
formed, contributed to
the support of the anti-
Sandinist effort. Lest we
lack detail as to the loca-
tion of those providing
such aid to the Contras,

By DOROTHY RABINOWITZ

in addition, we were

_ provided with more facts

concerning these individ-
uals: facts which, how-
cver - brief, contained
whal their author doubt-

. less understood to be a

, status
. charaéter. For these peo-

clue as to their moral
and . general
ple were, . we learn, -
But in reports of this’
sort and others con-

. cerning Central Amer-

ica, no reportorial ener-
gies egual those nowa-
days expended daily on-
the perfidies of the CIA.

One of the inner circle
of Sandinist leaders un-
dertook recently to ex-
plain to the Nicaraguan
public the reason why
S0 rmany Americans
come to Latin America
to adopt babies. There
were, he explained,
three reasons:.so that
the babies could be used
by the Armericans for
medical experiments,
or made into slaves, or
impressed into service
as spies for the CIA.

The weight of moral
argument raised against
the CIA on our own-
shores nowadays is onjy-

a Congressional staffer
who testified that CLA Di-
rector Willlam Casey
Wa&s a man whose atti-
tude was one of “crimi-
nal carelessness.”

Rep.  Norman T.
Mineta (D-Cal.) charged,
in addition, that if your
coat were on fire, Casey

" was the sort of man who

wouldn't tell you unless
you asked him — an apt

. enough complaint com-

ing from that Congres- -
sional! population nowa-
days incapable of recog-
nizing the heat of danger
‘close to home.

In addition to these es-
teemed voices, we heard
on Easter Sunday from
Bishop Paul Moore Jr., of
the Episcopal Diocese of
New York, who an-
nounced that we stood
“naked and ashamed be-
fore the eves of the
world” as a result-of our
immoral action “against
the Sandinistas — a com-
ment forthwith reprinted
in the Sandinist newspa- .

rs.

As, doublless, were de-
tails published by our
press concerning the
location and identities

of those involved in sup-

porting the Contra
operation.
Recently, the world .

learned details of a 40- ¢

year-old military se-
cret. This concerned the
fate of some 740. Amer-
ican troops lost off the
coast of England when,
during exercises

- preparatory td D-Day,

they were torpedoed by
German U-boats.

Lest the invasion plans
be compromised by news
of this tragedy, their
bodies were buried amid
great secrecy on local
farms, and the few Brit-
ish citizens privy to the
fact were warned not to
reveal them. In the ensu-
ing 40 years no one did
reveal this story unti)
now, the need for secrecy
being long since past.

What would have been
the behavior of our pre-
sent day journalists eon-
fronted by such a choice
— a story rich in sugges-
tions of coverup and

catastrophe, as opposed !
to the danger of betrav- |

‘ing our D-day plans? We
have cause to wonder.

slightly more refined,
Consider a recent seg-
ment. on the CBS Eve-

" ning News on which

. there appeared a variety
of experts all bearing
witness aginst the CIA
One of those quoted was

we' were provided with -

pictures of a- supply
plane landing at a ranch
owned by these Contra
supporters,
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Withdraws Resignation After
C.L.A. Chief Apologizes

1
i

By PHILIP TAUBMAN :
Special 10 The New York Times

-WASHINGTON, April 26 — Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan withdrew his
resignation as vice chairman of the !l
Senate Select Committee on Intelli-':
gence today after the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, William J. Casey,
-apalogized -for-not keeping the panel
better informed about covert opera-
tions by the United States in Nicara- |

. Mr. Casey also told the committee '
today that the mining of Nicaraguan |
harborshad been halted. . - 1

Mr. Casey's comments and Mr, |
Moynihan’s decision to remain as vice
cbairman were part of a compromise -
worked out ‘over the last several days’
that was designed to reduce tensions
between the Central Intelligence
"Agency and the Senate over covert ac-
tivities in Central America.

Casey Concurs on Statement

As part of the effort, the Senate intel-
ligence commiittee agreed at a meeting
today that it had not been adequately
informed about American involvemnent
in the mining of Nicaraguan waters.

Mr. Casey, who attended the meet-
ing, agreed in tum to approve a com-
mittee statement that said, “The Di-
rector of Ceniral Intelligence con-
curred in that assessment.” .
.. In addition. the cornmittee and Mr__

Casey pledged to develop improved
ways to Keep the Senate informed
about intelligence operations, particu-
larly about covert activities.

The compromise was inijtiated by
. Senator Richard G. Lugar, Republican |
of Indiana, and Senator Lloyd Bentsen,
Democrat of Texas, ““I think it’s time
we had a cease-fire with the committee
and the C.1.LA.," Mr. Bentsen said after |
- the meeting. He said he hoped that in |

the future Mr. Casey and the C.LA.:

: had kept -the committee informed, cit-

. port by Gary J. Schmitt, the minority
- staff director. oo

would be “‘a damn sight more forth-'
right’’ with the committee.
Resignation Letter Submitted
Mr. Moynihan, who announced his in-
tention of resigning on April 15 and ac.
tually submitted a resignation letter on

Wednesday, said today that he had
reconsidered after Mr. Casey agreed

late Wednesday to apologize 1o the resign on April 15, Mr. Moynihan said,

comrmittee.

Mr. Moynihan and Senator Barry M.
Goldwater, Republican of Arizona, the
chairman of the intelligence commit-
tee, complained publicly earlier this
month that the C.L.A. had not ad-
equately informed the committee
about its direct involvement in the min-
ing operation. T .

‘When he voted .April § in favor of
providing the C.I.A. with an additional
$21 million to support Nicara
rebels, Mr. ‘Moynihan said, he did not
know the extent of the mining operation
ortheC.LA. roleinit. - "

Intelligence officials contended they

ing brief references to the mining in
briefings on March 8 and March 13 and
a detailed accounting for committee
staff memberson April3. . =
Mr. Moynihan said that or APril’5 he |
had not seen 2 memorandum about the
‘mining prepared by the statf after their
meeting with C.L.A. officials. But he
said he had been given a brief oral re-

The compromise worked out by

.| Senator Lugar and Senator Bentsen

provided Mr. Moynihan and Mr. Casey
with a chance to end the argument, aj- -

| though colleagues of both said they ini-

tially resisted the formula. .

For Mr. Moynihan, the colleagues
said, the concern was centered on his
reversing direction and leaving the im- -
pression that his recent actions were |
inconsistent. ;
. Mr. Casey, for his part, was reluc- |
tant to apologize to the committee be-
cause that is not his style and also be-

STA

cause he felt the C.1.A. had kept the
committee notified. Intelligence offi-
cials said that Mr. Lugar had been in-
strumental in persuading Mr. Casey :
that an apology was necessary to end
the controversy. ‘

Sharp Exchange Reported
When he announced his intention to

“This appears to me thé most em-
phatic way I can express my view that
the Senate committee was not properly
briefed on the mining of Nicaraguan
harbors with American mines from an
American ship under American com-
mand.”

In jts statemenf today, the Senate
committee said, ‘‘At the request of the
committee, and in light of the Direc-
tor’s acknowledgment, Senator Moyni-
han withdrew his resignation as vice-
chairman,” .

Mr. Moynihan said that Mr. Casey
calied hirn on Wednesday and urged .
him to remain as vice chairman. ’

Mr. Bentsen said that after a ‘“‘spir-
Jdted, sharp exchange™ between com-
mittee members and Mr. Casey at
today’s meeting, both the committes
and the C.1.A. approved the compro-
mise statement, which was drafted on
Wednesday and informally accepted by
Mr. Moynihan and Mr. Casey before
the meeting.

Mr. Moynihan said after the meeting
that the committee would meet next:

week to begin developing new proce-
dures, . _ :
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What’s T)N eWS—

|
.. CLA Director Casey admitted he failed to |
iinform the Senate Intelligence panel ade-}
quately about his agericy’s role in mining |
Nicaraguan ports, the committee said. After :
Casey's apology, New York Sen. Moynihan

withdrew his resignation as vice chairman

of the pane], whose statement stopped short .
|of acknowledging any law violation, . .’

b
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USA TODAY'S SPECIAL REPORTS FROM THE CAPITAL
Moynihan stays; Casey
admits to error on mines

Cla Director William Casey told a Senate Intelligence
Committee members Thursday he failed to adeguately
inform them of the ClA’s role in mining Nicaraguan ports,
the panel said. After Casey’s apology, Sen. Daniel Moyni- |
han, D-N.Y., agreed to stay on &s vice chairman of the |
committee. He resigned Wednesday in protest of the lack of
briefing on the operation. A statement released afier the
hearings said the senators “agreed that there is a need for
more thorough and effective oversight procedures, particu-
larly in the area of covert activity.”
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By Helen Dewar
Washington Post Staff Writer .

CIA Director William J. Casey
yesterday formally apologized to the

’ Se:mte intelligence -Committee for

; failing to provide adequate informa-

" tion on the agency’s role in mining
Nicaraguan harbors and agreed to
give prior notice of “any significant
anticipated intelligence activity,” as
required by law. '

In response, Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan (D-N.Y.), who had re-
signed as vice chairman of the com-

* mittee to protest the CIA’s handling
of consultations with Congress on
the mining, withdrew his resignation
and expressed satisfaction with the
egreement.

The agreement was announced by
Intelligence Committee members
after what was described as 3 “spir-
ited, sharp” closed-door meeting
with Casey, during which agreement
also was reached on working out spe- .
cific new procedures for CIA consul- .
tations with the committee, tween the CIA and the committee

~ Committee . members -said they Was worked out largely by Lugar and

- were reassured in the roughly two. Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen (D-Tex.),
hour session that the Nicaraguan , Whose roles as chairmen of their re-
mining operations had ceased and ' SPective senatorial campaign com-
that no similer covert operations had Mittees underscored an apparent bi-
been undertaken without notice to Partisan queasiness over the political
the House and Senate Intelligence Tisks at stake in contihued feuding.

_committees. - - o Republicans . and  conservative

The meeting followed 2% days of , Democrats also were reportedly con-

_door-to-door visits by Casey with . cerned that, unless Moynihan was

. committee members to repair what Persuaded to reconsider his resigna.
meny of them described as a serious tion, the vice chairmanship might
deterioration of their relations and fall into the hands of someone less
the delivery of a hand-written note Sympathetic to the administration’s
of apology from Casey to Senate Central American policies. |
committee Chairman Barry Goldwa-  In explaining his decision to re-
ter (R-Ariz). , main- as vice chairman, Moynihan

Goldwater, who had written s cited a series of events starting late
scathing letter to Casey earlier this Wednesday afternoon when Casey

SEN. DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN
++« will keep Intelligence. panel post .

The statement of agreement be-

ard G. Lugar (R-Ind.
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tion, then sent the letter to Goldwater and finally
indicated he would agree to the Lugar-Bentsen
lenguage. '

While disputes over details continved until
shortly before the Senate Intelligence Cammitiee
meeting with Casey, members said the statement
remained basically as Lugar and Bentsen had
drafted it, although a reference to its adoption by
“unanimous” vote was deleted,

Lugar said it was approved by voice vote with-
out apparent dissent, and the reference to una-
nimity was deleted because of some disagreements
expressed during the meeting,

. In its statement, the committee said it “agreed
that it was not adequately informed in a timely
manner of certain significant intelligence activity

. in such ‘a2 manner as to permit the committee to

.carry out:its oversight function” and added: “The
director .of central intelligence concurred in that
'ESﬁS_es.Sment_;”; - » x AR )
_ The statement continued:
- “The commitiee and the CIA have agreed on
the need for more thorough and effective over-
‘sight “protédures, especially in the area of covert
action-The committee will move promptly to de-
.velop. new. procedures to ensure that the Senafe
“will be fully and currently informed. .
_“The Central Intelligence Agency has Pledged
its-full cooperation in_this effort and recognizes
the reguirement to provide the committee with
prior notice of ‘any significant. anticipated intel-
ligence activity,’ as provided by the Intelligence
Oversight*Act.”
Meetings are planned starting Wednesday to
develop new briefing procedures, which Moynihan
“suggested might include a requirement to inform
Congress of anvthing important enough to require
.. presidential approval, as the harbor mining wag
¢ deemédtobe. - 0
" " The statement did not go into the question of
whether the CIA violated the law in failing to in-
form Congress of its role in the mining of Ni-
caraguan poris, as some lawmakers have con-
tended. “The director has apologized, I don’t know
what more you can do,” said Bentsen.
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By James McCamiey . :

Inguirer Washingtos Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Reagan ad- |,
-ministration is torn with internal !
" dissension over Centr'al America pok |’

icy on the eve of & major struggle .
with Congress about the .future

. American role’in :the region.

Sharp differences have-developed
between factions on the White House
staff over policy priorities: Should

Reagan’s' re-election campaign, or . -

the future of El Salvador, come first?

The State Department and top mili-

tary officers ir the Pentagon are in -

conflict over how U.S. power should .

be used. Ironically, officials-on both
sides of the dispute acknowledge, the
State Department has argued for a

greater use of power while top mili-

tary officers have argued for re
straint. ‘ i

And White House officials are re |
-ported to be dissatisfied, in one way -

or another, with the performance of
virtually all of the administration’s
top foreign policy advisers.

The depth and sharpness of the
disarray and disagreement was dis-

-closed in & series of interviews with

high-level administration . officials
who take opposing sides, as well as
members of Congress and congres-
sional staff members. Mary of those
who agreed 1o be interviewed have
strong personal and professional in-
lerests in the questions, and all re-

" {used to be identified.

The stakes in- the struggles are
huge: The future.of several -high-
level officials, includipg CIA Direc-

i tor William J. Casey; the ‘future of.
.. continued financing of the adminis- o

tration’s anti~ommurist policy in

- Central America and, uitimately,

whether US. combat troops may
wind up fighting there. -

From the interviews, these other
points were made: )

¢ President Reagah has become -

deeply dissatisfied with the Penta-

gon &nd is concerned -about its abili- -

ty 10 fight & successful guerrilla war.

inistratios

- longstanding.
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v Uniformed officers {n the Penta:
. gon, In turn, have Jeft some White

House officials with the impression

that they lack confidence in Reagan ~ Questions about bow.military

and other top political leaders, in-
cluding Defense Secretary Caspar W.

. .Weinberger.- and National’ Security

‘Adviser Robert C. McFarlane,
¢ Some high-level White House of-

ficials would like to force Casey out- -

of his CIA job because, they say, he:
bas irreparably damaged relations
with Congress and has failed to pro-
duce at the CIA. They acknowledge,
“however, that is is doubtful that Rea.
gan would fire a personal friend of
® Secretary of  State George P.
Shultz, some top administration offi-
cials believe, has been weak and in-
effective. . ' .. -
. The series of interviews suggested’
that.hone of the major governmental
bodies involved in Central America
policy — the White House, the State
Department, the Pentagon and the
- ClA —is in complete accord with any
of .the others. = - -

. A major immediate issue is how far
710 go.in seéekihg to dramatize the
; -Stalemated wat:in El Salvador to try.
. "to save’the administration’s aid pro-
;. gram, which is in danger of being
* stripped to.the bone and possibly

scrapped by Congress.
Money sought

. Reagan is seeking ‘from Congress
$62 million in emergency military

1> aid for E} Salvador, $178 million in-
| economic aid and $21 million for the

CIA Tor support of the coniras, or-~
counterrevolutionaries, opposing
the Sandinista government in
Nicaragua. T, ; :

House Democrats, led by Speaker

t. Thomas P. O'Neill (D., Mass.,), say
they will not go along with money

requested for the CIA effort in
Nicaragus.

' 1 : - 1-2
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Some on THe While House Stall say
they think Reagan must make a dra-
matic major effort to rally public
support for his hard-line approach or
El Salvador may fall to guerrilla
forces. They say time cannot be wast-
ed, and they speak of possible col-
lapse or defections from the
Salvadoran army.

But, these sources say, top White
House staff members James A. Baker
3d, Edwin Meese 3d and Michael K.
Deaver {ear that if Reagan made too
great an effort, the public might

come to fear possible war and turn

against Reagan in the election.

Some officials see the dilemma 8o -

sharply that they say it may boil
down to whether Reagan wins the
_ election, but loses El Salvador in the
process.. - :

_force, or the threat of military force,
‘should be ‘applied have split the ad-
ainistration in several ways, accord-

[

-ing to officials in several areas of

W

‘government, ) .
The “doves” have been the unj-
formed military, led by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, who have been con-
sistently reluctant to apply —.of
threaten — U.S, military power. "'~

“Hawks” have come from the eivil-
ian leadership in the Pentagon, led
by Fred Ikle, undersecretary for poli-
cy, and from the State Department
under both Shultz and his predeces-
sor, Alexander M. Haig Jr. T

For example, the joint chiefs, now
headed by Army Gen. John Vessey
Jr., are said tv have opposed a deci-
sion 1o stage extensive naval maneu-
vers off Central American coasts }ast
‘summer to try to intimidate Nicara-
gua and Salvadoran .rebels. The top
military officers also are reported to
have originally opposed last year's
invasion’ of Grenada. '

But Shultz and others at the State
Department favored both, officials
say. . .

"Lesson of Vietnam

Military men are reluctant to dis-
.cuss their views publicly, but many
| have discussed them privately. Es-
!'sentially, they argue that the lesson
-of Vietnam is that both Congress &nd
‘the American public must support
.S, military action abroad, or that
raction should be avoided. ' ...
-~ Many- military officers say they
" think that it is up to the nation's
political leadership — the president

in particular — to-explain the neces
-sity for the use of power to the pub-

- lic, and that the military should be

_called upon only aftera political con-

Continvad
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By DEBORAH ORIN
WASHINGTON — Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han yesterday withdrew
his resignation from the
Senale Intelligence
Committee after ClA di-
rector Williamm Casey
apologized for failing to
brief the committee on
the CIA role in mining
Nicaraguan harbors.

The dramatic develop-
ments came at a closed-
door meeting. between
Casey. and the commit-
tec.at a time when both
the CIlA and BSenate
Democrats were wor-
ried about who might
replace Moynihan in the
sensitive post.

Casey
fatled to ‘*“adequately"

Jinform the committee

about the CIA role in the -

harhor mining — and
virtually conceded that
the failure was a viola-
tion of the law under
which the committee
‘oversees the ClA.

After the session,

Moynihan revealed that

admitted he-

he had withdrawn his
resignation and read a
statement from the full
committee that said: ..

“The committee
agreed that it was not
adequately itnformed in
a timely manner of cer-
tain significant -intelli-
gence activity in such a
manner as to permit the
committee to carry out
its oversight function.

“The director of Cen-
tral Intelligence
(Casey) concurred in
that assessment.”

Casey — who has been
under beavy fire from
both Republicans and
Democrats who said
they lacked. confidence
in him — was “pro-

foundly apologetic™ dur-
ing the session, congres-
sional sources said.

The -statement alsc
said: “The CIA has
pledged its full coopera-
tion and recognizes-the

requirement to provide’

the committee’ with
prior notice of ‘any sig-
nificant anticipated in-
telligence activity' as
provided by the Intelli-
gence Oversight Act.”

" The committee and

, CIA representatives.are

to meet next week to
work out a new set of
procedures for such
notification.

A major concern for
the CIA was that the
man likely to step into

SEN. MOYNIHAN
Back on job.

Moynihan's shoes was

Sen. Pat Leahy of Ver-

mont, a liberal Demo- -

crat who is an outspo-
ken critic of CIA covert
actions and known for
something of a loose lip.

Democrats feared that
any time sensitive intel-
ligence information was
leaked, a finger would
be pointed at.them —
via Leahy,
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ClA: the Reagan restoration

The Central Intelligence Agency, under
President Reagan's old friend Willlam Casey, is
the fastest growing part of the federal govern-
‘ment.

Although the budget of the CIA is'appropri-
ately secret, recent reports suggest that funding
has expanded more rapidly than Pentagon
spending. In 1981, 2 percent of CIA’s budget
was devoted to what is euphemistically termed
clandestine services. Today the portion of its

budget for undercover operations is about 10

cent. . -

. These figures outline a crucial change in the

way the silent sector of the American govern-

ment operates. In the 19708 most Americans -

were shocked and chagrined to learn that, act-
ing in their name, the CIA overthrew elected
governments; hired Mafia hit men; helped to
transport heroin from Indochina to the South
Bronx; and ran phony banks and businesses to
laundér. money and finance a myriad of con-
spiracies and counterrevolutions,

President Carter reduced the CIA's clandes-
tine services. Eight hundred operatives were
cut from the agency payroll. Reagan has re-
stored them all. )

Recent disclosures of illegal CIA activities in
Central America — the mining of Nicaraguan
_harbors and the destruction of oil storage facili-
-ties — may be the tip of a covert iceberg. “New

CIA offices have been opened around the -

world,” according to an investigative report in
last Sunday’s Globe. “And new plans have
been laid for supersecret projects built on hu-
man intelligence techniques, involving spies,
saboteurs, guerrilla warfare specialists and
many other kinds of secret operatives.”

This groundwork for restoring the CIA's
clandestine capability was accomplished before
* the April announcements of a “new" tough
policy ostensibly directed against international
terrorism. On April 3, the President signed Na-
tional Security Decision Directive 138 putlining
a range of antiterrorist measures, Including
preemptive actions.

The Administration has openly declared
. that the new policy will stop short of authoriz-
ing assassinations. Yet, in a reprise of “earlier,
good days,” a congressional source cited in the
Globe article indicated that Fidel Castro “may
be back on a hit list as a potential target for
non-Americans, possibly with the unspoken
~acquiesence of the CIA."”

_ests.

Terrorism does exist. It threatens innocent
people and serves as a policy tool for regimes -

such as those of Hafez Assad in Syrla, Moam-
mar Khadafy in Libya, Saddam Hussein in Iraq
or Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran. The suicidal
truck bombing that killed 241 US servicemen at
the Beirut airport demonstrated that state-
sponsored terrorism can be an effective weapon
against American policy and American inter-

Nonztheless, any American prog}ém to fight-
political terrorism by means of a commensur-
ate counterterror has intrinsic limitations and

- nasty-implications.

There is the moral dilemma of hiring mur-
derers to kill other murderers — or to kill any-
one defined as an enemy. The CIA's Phoenix
Program in South Vietnam, a consclous effort
to assassinate the political cadres that made up
the “infrastructure™ of the Vietcong, caused
many Americans to think of their government
as a branch -of Murder Incorporated. :

There is also evidence that counterterror
simply does not work as a deterrent to state-
sponsored terrorism. Iraq and Syria have used
terrorism-against each other to no ava#l. Fanat-
ical Iranian terrorists, who immolate them-
selves to {ulfill Khomeini's promises of a guick
trip to paradise, will ignore efforts to punish
them for their martyrdom.

The Reagan Administration has insisted, at
every opportdnity, that the Soviet Union and
its satellites sponsor terrorism. There is evi-
dence that they do, but their terrorism is a side-
show. As America enters the lists of interna-
tional terrorism, it will compete against the As-
sads, Khomeinis and Khadafys. One unintend-
ed result of Reagan’s Directive 138 may be to
make explicit what has often been concealed:
that the President’'s vision of a: “resurgent

America” leads to confrontations not merely '

with Moscow, but also with the disparate forms
of Third World natfonalism

The stir the Reagan Administration has cre-
ated to launch its antiterrorist policy looks like
a ratfonalization for a CIA comeback in clan-
destine operations. Once again, officials of
democratic America will forsake the wisdom of

Jefferson and Thoreau for the bloody instruc- .

tions to be found in Machiavelli’'s **The Prince"
or Mario Puzo's “The Godfather.”

-
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So We Won't Invade?

The painful and, 4 official quarters,
unsuspected inadequacy of the adminis. -
tration’s Central - American policy is
etched in the remarkable joint state-
ment of April 10 by George Shultz, Cas-"
par Weinberger, William Casey and Ro-*
bert McFarlane.''These worthies threw .
their collective weight behind a declara-
tion that the United' States is not plan-~-
ning to invade Central America, now or-
after the election. 7} . * '

. Given the pervasive suspicion that

such a plan is'exaétly what President -

Resgan has in mind, this latest affirma.
tion of non-intervefition would seem to
be extremely important, the very pledge ‘
of self-denial that*Reagan’s critics have
been demanding. ™ ) -~

Many of them. ‘however, still suspect
that the administration merely intended
to put out that partitular day’s fire. It is
further suggested that this latest gang of
four was plaving with words: the United”
States isn't “planiimg” an invasion but
is preparing to havépne thrust upon it
and may even be dbing its' provocative
bit to bring one on. Hence the bases and
maneuvers (scheduled until 1989Y) -in

Honduras, the inching toward combat

in El Salvador, the barely offshore role
in Nicaragua,  m=yv - = .

If a full-fledged invasion is in the
works, then Shultz, Wenberger, Casey
and McFarlane—and their chief—are
being cynical and will deserve contempt.

But this is_an tinkind and surely a
premature verdict: T think the gang of
four means its vow of restraint. As eager.
as its members may be to intimidate the
* Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerril-

las, they realize that an American inva-
sion would inflict heavv militarv_costs,
rip the United States apart in the Viet-
- i damage_Amer-
ican_standing in_the hemisphere and
elsewhere. 1t would alsg burden_Rea-
gan’s reelection prospects, the success of

. the Grenada Invasion notwithstanding.
i *Therefore, they have &poken out

against an invasion, in a newly vigorous |

and explicit style, on the theory that a
Congress thus relieved is more likely to

" Latims to fight their own battles. *
This is" the explanation one hears

. from" administration officials, who note -

that Reagan has repeated!ly said that al-
though he plans no invasion, a president

. should “never say never.” Reagan wants

to calm Congress but to give some pause
- to the Marxists at the same time, - - .- .
. The new statement, however, merely
underlines his dilemma. Partly because
“of its own rigidities and partly because
-of its adversaries’, the administration
“has“been conducting a policy based
chiefly on applying force. To the extent
that it now removes the threat of inva-
sion, it torpedoes that policy. . -
.. For removing the threat only makes
sense if simultaneously a negotiating
passage is opened—something the -ad-
ministration has not yet done. Other-
wise it risks encouraging its foes to be-
lieve that they have just seen the United
" States blink, big,and if they hold on the

-United States may.eventually blink its

~way right out of Central America.
~ 1find it almost impossible to imagine
that a conservative president such as

vote the requisite aid to allow friendly

STAT

Ronald Reagan is prepared to ignore the
principal thrust of American postwar
policy and—at least on his watch—to
see parts of Central America *“lost” to

. armed, Marxist-led, Soviet-linked revo-

lutionary forces, Jesse Jackson and Gary
Hart talk as though they could live with
that outcome. The prospect agitates
Walter Mondale greatly, though he is
not sure what could be done at this late
date to prevent it. But for Reagan the
prospect is unthinkable, right?

.~ "How, then, does he intend to prevent
" “a'slide in that direction as long as he )
rules out an American intervention on -

the one hand and fails to move toward a

. negotiated solution on the other? The

narrow altéfative he reserves for him-
self is to keep on pursuing the policies
that have brought him to his present,
deepening discontent. One result of
those policies is the current crisis of aid.
- Here lies the trouble Reagan has
courted by having the Pentapon and
CIA run_his policv. The danger is not
that these agencies mean (o sneak the
United_States into a_war_or even that
they will lose control, as much anxious
and hostile comment on the American
and Latin left suggests. The danger is
that Casey and Weinberger—even
Weinberger, with his passionate aver-

sion_to messy Third World military in-
volvetrhnents—-may leave the president
No other way of averting E

b ’ _averting !

Reagan’s intent is to be strong. His
grasp of his dilemma is weak. Central
America is torn and he is tearing fur-
ther, not mending.
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Casey apologizes to Senate committee

By George Archibald

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

William J. Casey, director of the
Central Intelligence Agency,
apologized vesterday to members of
the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence for the CIA’s failure to
inform the panel fully on American
involvement in the mining of Nicara-
guan harbors.

According to committee mem-
bers, the apology came in a stormy
closed session in which senators and
Mr. Casey had “a spirited, sharp
exchange” about the CIA’s incom-

plete disclosure of the U.S. role inthe =
harbor mining that started in early -

January.

The apology led Sen. Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan, D-N.Y., to agree to
stay on as vice chairman of the panel.
Hehad resigned Wednesday, protest-
ing that the CIA had brokenits “rela-
tionship of trust” with the Senate
commitiee.

Mr. Moynihan helped write the law
that requires the CIA to keep its con-
gressional oversight committees
“fully and currently informed of all
intelligence activities,” including

“any significant anticipated intelli- -

gence aciviry

“The committee agreed that it was
not adequately informed in a timely
manner of certain significant intelli-
gence activity in such a manner as to

permit the committee to carry out its
oversight function,” the panel said in
a statement issued by senators after
yesterday’s meeting.

“The director of central intelli-
gence agreed in that assessment,”
the statement said.

“The committee and the CIA have
agreed on the need for more thor-
ough and effective oversight proce-
dures, especiallyinthe areaof covert
action,” the statement continued.
“The committee will move promptly
to develop new procedures to ensure
that the Senate will be fully and cur-
Tently inforgned."

Senators said the panel and CIA
officials will meet again May 2 to dis-
cuss such procedures. The commit-
tee will also “reorganize” its staff,
Mr. Moynihan told reporters.

“The Central Intelligence Agency
has pledged its full cooperation in
this effort and recognizes the
reguirement to provide the commit-
tee with prior notice of any ‘signifi-
cant anticipated intelligence
activity; as provided by the Intelli-
gence Oversight Act,” said the com-
mittee statement.

“At the request of the committee,
and in light of the director’s
acknowledgment, Sen. Movnihan
withdrew his resignation as vice
chairman,” the statement concluded.

Sen. Barry M. Goldwater, R-Ariz.,
chairman of the committee, said,

“They [the administration] have a
very heavy responsibility to us. We
received a complete briefing on the
history of the decision by the pres-
ident to use mines in harbors in Cen-
tral America.”

Mr. Movnihan said the committee
was assured that no other covert
actions were going on in Central
America beyond those already
revealed to the panel.

Sens. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, and
Richard Lugar, R-Ind., who jointly
drafted. the committee  statement,
szid the CIA director admitted that
the panel was inadequately briefed.

There was “a very spirited, sharp

exchange [with] strong statements-

made on both sides,” said Mr. Bent-

sen. “Mr. Casey said, ‘T apologize, he

used that word,” he reported. The
CIA director promised to be “not a
little more forthright — a damn sight
more forthright. I have confidence in
Mr. Casey,” Mr. Bentsen added.

“The bipartisan character of this

committee has been extremely -

important” in resolving the dispute
with the CIA, said Mr. Lugar. “It
[intelligence oversight] does not
work well if these issues become
polarized,” he added.

“The CIA was very wrong not to
have informed the committee. It was
a dumb thing,” said Mr. Bentsen.
“Now it’s time to have & cease-fire
between the committee and the CIA)

he added. -
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Senators Get
Apology From
Casey on Mmmg

Bv DON SHANNON
.T.mes Swff Wnter

WASHINGTON-—CIA Du-ector_

William J. Casey .apologized to the -

. Senate Intelligence Committee at a
closed-door meeting Thursday:for

. {ailing to inform-it adequately 8bowt * would assume the answer would cover the air—that

they wouldn't come bac‘{ and say ‘But you.didn’t ask me -

the C1A’s key Tole’inthe mining of
. Nicaraguan ports, ith .commmee"
_ said in a staterent.

. Casey’s acknowledgement.v made“'"
- in a spirited-three-hour session with-:

" committee members; - helped - per-

suade Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyrihan™ -

“(D<N.Y.) to withdraw his resigna-
* tion as vice chairmani of the panél.
Moynihan had resigned to- -protest
_ClA briefings 'on the: “mining opera-
. tion that he said weré not adequate-
- under the law, which states thal the’
agency must ‘keép -congressional -
intelligence oversight- pane&s "ful]y
and cm—rently mformecL" S

ElpﬁrnsanSpirit"”“""m et |
- subcommittee on foreign gperations attacked Adminis- |

" On behalf of the com:mttee Moy-
nihan .read a statement that de-
clared: At the_conclusion of this
review, the committee agreed -that
it was not adequately-informed in.a"
timely manner of certain significant
mtelhgence activity in such a man-
ner as to permit the committee to
carty out its oversight function. The
director of central intelligence con-
cumdmihatassessmenn" -

. :After the meeting, -at which Dep-

.uty Secretary of State Kenneth W
Dam- and otherCIA -officials also
testified, both Democratic and.Re-
publican committee members: ex-’
. pressed . their - satisfaction- .at -‘the
restoration of the-bipartisan spirit
" that has prevaﬂed on the panel in
”.the past. .
L Chmman Barry Goldwater (R-
ATz, who.on. April O addressed a’
. blunt, angry letter to Casey over the
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eecfet U.S. role in the mining, said he was satisfied on
the settlement callmg for “more thorough and effective
over51ght procedures.”

! .
However, several members of the committee made it

clear that the new cooperation between the senators
and the C1A could disintegrate if the Reagan Adminis-
tration fails to live up 1o its commitments. = .

Indeed, Moynihah said one committee member had
asked a Cl1A official if there was any direct U.S. military

involvement in Nicaragua now. “The ‘answer was no,”

Moynihan said.
The question was asked, Moymhan sa:d because the

_ committee members had heard .new reports of U.S. .

aircraft flying reconnaissance missions over Nicaraguan'

territory. However, he added, the. matter of the flights. -

was not referred to directly.

J*And with the new rappoi't we have estabhshed 1

,- ool e e

abouttheair.’”

‘Sen. Lloyd Bentéen (D Tex.) who mth.Sen Richard .
G. Lugar (R-Ind.) drafted the panel's statement and -

helped persuade Moynihan to resume his-post, ungler- B

lined his expectations of future CIA cooperation. -

He said Casey and his aides must be “‘pot a little more
“forthright, but a damned sight more forthcoming” in
-informing the commitiee under new ground rules that
: will be formulated at ameeting next Wednesday.

At Thursday's session, Casey again confirmed that the
mining operation, which began early this year, has been
stopped, according to committee members. -

. While the ClA director made his peace w:th the -

Senate panel, the Administration’s Central American
.policy came under attack on two fronts in the House.

In one case, Democrats in the House Appropriations.

tration requests for $61.8 million in emergency military
aid for El Salvador, aseemng that- $35 million is
currently av ailable and thit an additional $19 million
could be made available if a verdict is reached in the
case of four murdered Amerigdriichurchwomen.

|

In a second confrontation,}Atty. Gen. William French

Smith denied a reguest by House. Judiciary Committee

Chairman Peter W. Rodino §r.(D-N<.) and 12 other |

Democrats that-a special prosecutor be named to
investigate whether Casey, Secretary of State George P.

Shultz or Defense Secretary Casp‘ar W. Weinberger |,
violated the 1974 Neutrality Act in carrying out the ,

'Nicaraguan mining Operation, .« — - . .-

The act bans military actions against any nation mth -

which the United States is at peace, but Smith held that
it applies only 1o private 1nd1v1duals not to government

officials.
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NICARAGUA/ BROKAW: William Casey went back to Congress today trying
CI& MINING to mend fences with the Senate Intelligence Committee.

The subject, the CIA and Nicaragua. £And as John Dancy
reports tonight, he called to mind the bad kid who wants
some forgiveness.

DANCY: CIA Director William Casey ducked reporters going
into the meeting, perhaps because he knew he was taking a
trip to the woodshed. The Senate is outraged about not
being kept fully informed on the Nicaraguan port mining
operation. Biden of Delaware drew this analogy. SEN.
JOSEPH BIDEN (D-Del.): 1It's like when you go into, uh,
when your son confesses to ya that he stole a gold chain,
and you find out later there's & $300 watch attached to
it. .

DANCY: Casey kept his distance from reporters after what’
Wes apparently a humbling experience. Senators say he was
sharply questioned and criticized. Casey admitted he had
not kept the committee fully informed, as he is reguired
to do. SEN. RICHARD LUGAR (R-Ind.): Well, the director
has apologized for oversights. He has assured us that it
is his intention to work with us in bringing about new
procedures... ’

DANCY: Those new procedures will include stringent new
rules on-how much the CIA must report to the committee in
order tq'keep it fully informed of covert operations.
Casey agreed the CIA will cooperate in drafting the rules.
Casey's apology was enough to make New York Sen. Patrick
Moynihan withdraw his resignation as committee vice
chairman. He'd submitted the resignation to protest not
being kept fully informed. SEN. DANIEL P. MOYNIHA4N
(D-N.Y.): I'm willing to forgive, but not to forget.

DANCY: This blowup has been a long time coming. The CIa
has never liked the idea of reporting to the intelligence
committee. But now, as a result of Casey's
less-than-candid approach, it will probably be required to
report more, more detail, more often. John Dancy, NBC
News, at the U.S. Capitol. :
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Casey says
Special for US.A TODAY

WASHINGTON — CIA Di-
rector William Casey acknow-
leged Wednesday that his agen-
¢y could have done a better job
keeping Congress informed
about covert operations in Cen-
tral America, according to Sen.
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii,

Casey met with several
members of the Senate Intellj-
gence Commitiee Wednesday.
He has come under fire from
senators who felt the agency
kept them in the dark about its

.ApprO\'led For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

role in the mining of Nicara-
guan harbors.

Said committee member In-
ouye: “He made it clear that he
realizes they could have done a
better job and one could with
some justification criticize
them for not following the let-
ter of the law.”

Despite Casey's attemnpt at
Ience-mending, Sen. Daniel
Moynihan, D-N.Y., carried out
his decision to step down as
vice chairman of the intelli-
gence committee. Moynihan

had said earlier he would re-

Congress poorly briefewd“

sign to protest the lack of brief-
ings on the mining operation.

Casey’s meetings came on
the eve of closed hearings be-
fore the committee today in
which the CIA is expected to
face tough questioning,

“It is going to be a tough ses-
sion where the members are

- going to want straight answers
and will probably tell them if -
they can't have straight an- .

Swers they are going to find
some other way to get them,”
said committee spokesman

Sam Bouchard.
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By Thomes D. Branat
THE WASHINGTON TINES

Sen. Patrick Movnihan, D-N.Y,,
turned aside the last-minute advice of
his party's leader vesterday and signed
a letter of resignation as vice chairman
of the Senate Intelligence Committee.

The letter follows his April 15
announcernent that he would resign the
post because the CIA broke its “rela-
tonship of trust” by failing to ade-
quately inform the commmittee about
its role in the mining of Nicaraguan har-
bors. o .

“I would like for him to continue™as
vice chairman, Senate Minority Leader

Robert Byrd, D-W.Va,, said yesterday. -

He later asked Mr. Moynihan to reconsi-
der when the issue was brought up dur-
ing the regular weekly luncheon
meeting of Senate Democrats.

Sen.Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. and the

Intelligence Committee chairman whe

strongly criticized CIA Director Wil-

liam Casey for not briefing him on the
minings, had also asked Mr. Moynihan
to keep the post immediately after his
decision.

In his letter yesterday, Mr. Movnihan_-

said he will continue to serve as a com-

mittee member and his office said he |

WASHINGTON TIMES
26 April 1984

will 'serve as vice chairman unti] the
Democratic caucus selects &
replacement.

The intelligence panel limits mem-
bership to eight years and Mr. Moy-
nihan’s time willbe up in January, 1985,

The CIA has issued a statement
saying it complied with “the spirit and
the letter of the Imelligence Oversight
Act” which requires that the CIA keep
the intelligence committees fully
informed on planned activities. Since
the beginning of the year, according to
the CIA, the subject of the Nicaraguan
port minings has been discussed with
members of Congress, or their autho-
rized staff, at least 11 times.

The chairman of the House Intelli-
gence Committee, Rep. Edward Boland,
D-Mass., said after Mr. Moynihan's
April 15 decision that he and his com-
mittee were informed of the mining
operations on Janurary 31, though he
opposes them. - - i

After news accounts of the minings,

conducted by-anti-Nicaraguan govern-

ment guerrillas with the assistance of
the CIA, both the House and Senate
passed resolutions by large margins

_against any further U.S. funds for the

operations.

L

4

an refuses advice, quits

Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan
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NICARAGUA/
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JENNINGS: And now Centrel America, Congress and the CIla.
CIA Director William Casey went to face a Very angry
Senate Intelligence Committee today. Afterwards, senators
sald Casey admitted he could have done z better Jjob of
informing them about the mining of Nicaragua's harbors.
That is why Senator Moynihan sazid again yesterday he would
resign as vice chairman of the committee. After Casey's
apologies and press from his fellow senators, Moynihan has
changed his mind.

JENNINGS: Richard Threlkeld has a status report on the
CIA tonight. Once again, the agency's image is pretty
badly tarnished.

THRELKELD: No secret war was ever less secret than the
one the CIA is running agzinst Nicaragua. Its secret
army, the so-called contras, seem to show up on the TV
news every night. The CIA might as well be bankrolling
the Los Angeles Raiders. The president won't talk about

- it. PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN: That's = subject I will

pick another time to talk about.

THRELKELD: But everybody else is and saying not very nice
things about the CIA's handiwork mining Nicaragua's
harbors. REP. THOMAS P. O'NEILL (D-Mess.): America is a
country that abhors terrorists, and that certainly is an
act of terrorism.

- THRELKELD: The last time the CIA became such a’ czuse
" celebre was in 1975. In hearings chaired by the late

Senator Frank Church, the CIA was called to account for a
number if misdeeds and ultimately punished in the Carter
years. Half its staff and close to half its budget were
blue-penciled. The Reagan administratioen raised the CIA's
budget to an estimated $1.5 billion a year and brought in
as director Mr. Reagan's campaign manager and close
friend, William Casey, to put the CIA's 18,000 employees
into fighting trim and get bzck in the business of covert
secret action. DAVID WISE: Both in number and in scope
and size, the covert operations have increased. The
budget of CIA has increased as well, especially in the
covert area. ' :

THRELKELD: As author and CIA-watcher David Wise notes,
the CIA is now secretly active in at least a dozen
countries around the world. VYet from Nicaragua's Puerto
Sandino all the way back to the Bay of Pigs, covert action
has often come back to haunt the CIA and whoever Was
president. MORTON HALPERIN (Center for Nat'l Security

Continued
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By DEBORAH ORIN
WASHINGTON — Sen.
Pat Moynihan, making
it clear that he lacks
confidence in ClA chief
William . Casey, offi-
cially resxgned yester-
day as vice chairman of
the Senate Intelligence
. Committee,

*The relations can't be
-described as good |be-

tween Casey and the

‘committee charged with
overseeing CIA  ac-
tions},"” Moynihan said.

‘An even tougher line -

-was taken by Delaware
-Sen.’: Joe . Biden, who
could replace Moymhan

LT A
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t rips CIA chief, quits
‘watchdog

26 April 1984

“I don't think much of
Bill Casey," Biden said.
*1 think re]auons are at
an all-time low.”

Moynihan made head- -

lines 10 days ago by tell-
ing a TV audience he
would quit - his post. be-
cause the CIA broke its
“*relationship -of -trust” by
what he described as a

Intelligence ~ ‘Committee .
on the U.S. role in mining
Nicaraguan harbors,

Movmhan d)dn't flatiy N

‘« "*"‘_a et T T

failure to.fully brief ‘the

100040001-2

STAT

rule out withdrawing his
resignation,
He did reveal that

Casey on Tuesday came

1o his Senate office for a
‘private meeting that
~Moynihan described as
“very candid” - — but

added -that it - didn't. .

-change his ming.

The most immediate -
-candidate .. .to’. replace. .
‘Moynihan . is Sen. Pat
Leeahy (D-Vt.), a liberal - 5
*who -opposes most- CIA-

‘covert actxons i
B
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Casey Said
To Admit
To Eapse

CIA Chief Mends

Fences on Harbor

Mining Briefing .
By Helen Dewar

Washington Post Stat! Writer

CIA Director William J. Casey
ifg:g;lgedeiegeﬁi o?a ::%ig-’i:ﬁgﬁi yesterday and plans to meet with him today, but .

_ this week that he failed to give the -

Senate Inteiligence Committee ad-

equate information about his agen- ..

cv's ole in the mining of Nicaraguan
harbors, -committee members - said
yesterday. .
* Under fire-on- the iseue from
mermbers of both parties, Casey also
* pledged cooperation with senators to
avert repetition of the situation that
led the GOP-controlled Senate and
‘the Democratic House eatlier this
‘month to vote nonbinding resolu-
‘tions condemning the mining.
“T think there is a general consen-

‘sus shered by the director that, .
“whatever briefing there was, it was ™~
‘not & satisfactory way of proceed- -

‘ing,” said Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-
Ind.), an Intelligence Committee
member visited by Casey on Tues-
dey.

“At the time, he thought it was

adequate,” Sen. Liovd M. Bentsen
D-Tex.) said after talking yesterday
-with Casey, “but in retrospect he
believed it [the mmmg] was not
highlighted sufficiently.” - ‘
“Now he realizes he could have
done it better,” Sen. Daniel K.
Inouve (D-Hawaii} said.
“He wasn’t apologizing for doing
enything wrong,” Sen. David F. Du-

renberger (R-Minn.) added, “but he ‘

" wished he'd done things differently.”
Committee Chairman Barry Gold-
water (R-Ariz.) and Vice Chairman
. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.)

| . the post only until a successor is chosen.~

+ erations. -

WASHINGTON POST
26 April 1984

have complained that they were not properly |
briefed about the mining. Although other commit- b
tee members have said the mining was discussed
in a briefing session early last month, the adequa-
¢y of the explanation has become a flashpoint in
increasingly fragile relations between Congress
and the White House over Central American pol-
icy.

Moyniban reiterated yesterday in a Senate
Democratic caucus that he intends to resign the
vice chairmanship in protest, and other senators
said he dissuaded them {rom trymg to persuade
him to reconsider.. - - -

Among those trying to persuade Moynihan to -

' remain was Goldwater, who seni Moynihan a let-i=

ter saying he would refuse to accept the res1gna-
tion. An aide said Moynihan had agreed to st,ay m

A Republican Senate source said Casey sent a

.. handwritten “fence-mending” letter to Goldwater

Goldwater said late in the day that he had not
received any communication from the CIA direc-
tor, to whom he had addressed a scathing letter of
complaint earlier this month. -

Casey also called Majority Leader Howard H
Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), and a Baker aide seid later
that Casey was “trying to assess the damage and
make amends . . . . He’s trying to find ways to do
it™: :
Casey is scheduled to dwcuss the situation fur
ther in a closed-door committee meeting today,
and some members indicated that efforts may be
made there to gain agreemient on tightening rules

Sl A

“He [Casey] told me he a«reed with all that

. in retrospect,” Bentsen sald
Durenberger said he told Casey that, even if
Casev was following his usual method of operation

“in giving legislators a general overview and then

leaving it to them to ask specific questions, he |
should have been more explicit on something as
sensitive as the harbor mining.

“He agreed with that,” Durenberger said.

Another senator, who asked not to be named,
appeared less satisfied with Casey's response.

“He .saild what didn’t happen won’t happen
again,” the senator said. ;

for keepmg Congress informed of CIA covert op

'.-. SR

ame s PRI R
e at e Sa

Lugar and Bentsen have-been leadmg a blpar-
txsan effort to draft new rules.

but expressed hope that he and Lugar would have
something to suggest to the commitiee today.

" “T want a cease-fire,” Bentsen said, “Let's £0
back to work .
rules.”

“I would not be surprised if there is a general

~ Bentsen described the effort as™just exploratory™

. and lay down some strict ground

clearmg of the air and a pledge made on all sides-
.to do better,” said Lugar, who added: “He

[Casey} i8 certainly going to pledge to do better.”

Bentsen said he told Casey that CIA briefings
on the mmmg had not been “forthcommg and
that it was a “wrong and serious omission” not to
inform the committee more fully in light of the
fact that the mining constituted a “definite policy
change.” He said he added that procedures for
bneﬁng must be tightened. ;.
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HOYNIEAN RESIGNS
-SENATE PANEL J0B -

T_akes Formal Step at Session
" of Democratic Caucus —
. HeMeets With Casey

ByJANEPERLEZ
Special to The New York Tires
WASHINGTON Aprll 25 — Senator
Da.mel Patrick Moy'nihan otficially re-
signed as vice chairman of the Senate
.Belect Committee on Intelligence today

10 protest what he called the failure of |

‘the Central Intelligence Agency to in- |

{orm the panel tully on’ American in- .2‘

volvement in the mining of Nlcaraguan
harbors L

- The New York Democrat said he
would remain on the committee until
;his term expired at the end of the year.

r Concerning his continuing dispute
" with the C.ILA,, Mr. Moynihan said he
had met with Wiuxam J. Casey, the Di. .

“rector of Central Intelligence, on Tues-
-day. He described the 45-mmute meet-
‘ing as “‘civil.”
~ A staff aide to Mr, Moymhan said

"that Mr. Casey had ‘‘come as close to
~an apology as could be expected™ and
‘had at the same time pressed Mr.
“Moynihan to try to save the program of
*covertaid to Nlcaragua

A Senate zide said Mr. Casey had -

.“'besn meking the rounds” in the Sen-
ate, “trying to mend fences.” He said
Mr. Casey had been saying that he
would take steps to insure that brief.

-ings were improved.

. In addition, Mr. Casey sent a per.

ssonal note to Senator Barry Goldwater,

.Republican of Arizona and chairman of

vthe committee, responding to an

; messege from Mr. Goldwater. The aide -

»said Mr. Casey’s note was conciliatory. -

26 April 168k

!, Can’t Be Dissuaded, Senator Says

,i Mr. Moynihan'had announced his in- 5
~tentlon to resign 10 days ago on & televi- |

- sion program. He took the formal ac-
: tion today at a meeting of the Demo-

- cratic caucus, where he was urged by

tthe Democratic leader, Robert C,
- Byrd, and others to stay on. But Mr,

ZMoynihan said he could not be dis-.

- suaded and distributed a brief letter of
. resignation.
i" “As I indicated I would in & state-
. ment of April 15, I herewith submit my
: resignation as vice chairman of the Se-
. 1lect Committee on Intelligence,” the

: letter said. “May I take the opportunity

. to express to you and to the Democratic
: caucus the great honor I felt at having
. been appointed to the cornmittee and
allowed, latterly, .t0 serve as vice

chairman. 1'will, of course, finish out :
the remaiz}i_:_xg mcmt.hs «f my appoint-

ment,*’ -

- Mr, Moynihan was “esked at & NEWs
conference in'his office whether, with
],,the  exception of-the -C.L.A -directed

~mining of  Nicaraguan ports, he stil} |

~supported ‘the ‘covert aid program.
. “T'mnot saying,"" he replied.

"Pressed further, the Senatar said he
believed the covert program he had
voted for on April 5 was “defensible but
T’m not sure that is the progra.m any-
more.” - .-

Uncertainty Over Successor

Senator Byrd told the caucus that a
new vice chairman would be selected
by the Democratic Steering Commit-
tee. There was uncertainty over who
would assume the position, since three,
of the four Democrats in line for the
" post on the basis of seniority said today
they did not want it.

-Senators Joseph R. Biden of Dela-
ware, Daniel K. Inouye of Hawail and
Patrick J. Lezhy of Vermont all said
‘today they did not seek the position,
‘which along with the chairmanship en-
“tails fuller briefings from the intelli-
‘gence agency than those received by
“other committee members. .

Senator Walter D. Huddleston, | i
Democrat of Kentucky, who is immedi- |
ately behind Mr. Moynihan in seniori- -
© ty, is already the ra.nkmg member of
the Agriculture Comumittee and party
rules bar a senator from being & rank-
ing member of two committees.

“They asked if 1 would not stay on."
Mr. Moynihan said after the caucus ac-
cepted his resignation from the vice |
chairmanship. *‘l seid this was very
kind but I was not leaving the commit- !
tee. I felt I had to.bring attention to the
breakdown of our procedures and this
was one opuon directly available to
me.”

Support Volced for Inouye T -

Mr Biden, who isa member of the
Steering Committee, said he supported
« Mr. Inouye, who was chairman of the .
intellipence panel during the Carter:
Administration, to #ll the wvacancy.
“He's tough, he didn’t let them get
| away with anything, he could be of help
"'to_reinforce Ba.rry 5 decisions.” Mr,
Bidensaid. -~
" But Mr, Inouye said beiore entering
" the caucus meeting, “I've been there,"’
, adding that he dic not want to take on
the vice chairmanship.

Mr. Leahy, who urged Mr. Moynithan
publicly and privately to stay on, said
he was not seeking the post.

Mr. Moynihan asserted when he an-
nounced his intention to resign that the
C.ILA. had failed to adhere to provi.
-sions of the 1980 Intelligence Oversight
‘Act, which he helped to writeand which
calls for the oversight committee to be

telligence activities,” including *‘any
signiﬁcam antzcipated intemgence ac-
- tivity."”
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PAXEL SAYS THERE'S NO EVIDENCE CF CIA LINKS TO DEATE SQUADS

BY W. DALE KELSON .

WASHINGTON “ STAT

)

The House Intelligence Committes fturned thumbs down Thursd y on a~ " /

Masszchusetts congressman's Dic to obtain intelligence documents that the

congressman sald would show whether the CIA  is involved in UEuth sguad

gctivity in £l Salvador.

The commitiee, in & report on a resolution of inquiry introduced by Rep.
James Shannon, D-Mass., said that after a "rigorous review of intelligence
documents and records” it had "found no evidence of any agency complicity in
ceath squad activities.”

The panel recommended that the House reject Shannon's resolution, which would
call upon the president to turn the documents over to Congress.

Instead, the committee szid, it had asked the CIA tno cbnduct “a review of
21l agency relationships with the aim of providing 2 reliable and comprehensive

report on the subject of death squad activity ... and any possible improper
CIA involvement therein.”

It said CIA Director Nilliam J. Casey agreed to undertake such a review.

Shannon, saying the committee's decision “"leaves the American people in the
dark about how far the CIA has gone in E1 Salvador," asked the panel to
conduct an investigation of its own. Shannon is not 2 member of the committee.

In the resplution, Ghannon asked whether either Col. Nicholas Caranza, chief
of the Treasury Police of E1l Salvador, or Roberto D'Aubuisson, 8 former

Salvadoran army officer and now a presidential candidate, had recezvod any
remuneration of any kind from the CIA,

The resglution was introduced after reports linking Caranza and D'Auduisson

to dezth squads which have been blamed for political murders in El Salvador and
saying the two men may have had a clandesting relationship with the CIA.

Both men have denied any involvement with death squads. ‘

The committee, in ifs report, cited a presidential order providing that, "no
person emploved by or acting on behalf of the United States government shall
engzge in or conspire to engage in assassination.”

The order also states, "No agency of the intelligence communlty shall .
participate in or reguest any persoh to undertake activities forbidden by this
orger."”

"Both prdvisions act to prohibit absolutely U.5. participation in activities
engzged in by the death sguads in El Salvador," the commitiee said.

The report went on to say:

Continved

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901 R000400040001-2



KICARAGUA/
MINING

CBS EVENING NEWS

Approved For Release 200519128 1€#4-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

RATHER: The CIA's heavy involvement in covertwar
operations against Nicaragua has triggered z bitter feud
between the agency's director, William Casey, and members
of Congress. Many lawmakers have been calling for Casey's
resignation. CBS News congressionzl correspondent Phil
Jones tonight reports that Casey now has sent a
hand-written letter to Senate Intelligence Committee
chairman Barry Goldwater, and in it, Casey apologized for
the way he has been dezling with Congress. But azs Robert

Schakne reports, there remzins considerable congressional
concern.

SCHAKNE: CIA Director William Casey, says a2 Republican
senator on the Intelligence Committee, rates 'two on a
scale of 10' in matters of trust. 4 Democratic member of
the Senate staff once szid that Casey's attitude toward
Congress adds up to 'criminal casualness.' Not since the
mid-1970s have relations between the CIA and Congress been
so poisonous and that the eye of the storm is the CIA
director himself, with his emphasis on covert operations,
his fixation for secretiveness. REP. NORMAN MINETA
(D-Calif.): He's the type of person unless you ask the
right question, you don't get an answer. A Republican
member of the Senate described him as z person who, if
you're coat was on fire, he wouldn't tell you unless you
asked him. SEN. DAVID DURENBERGER (R-Minn.): We have to
be able to say, you know, 'We trust you. We trust that
you've told us everything there is to know on which we can
base our judgment.' If we don't have that trust, then the
whole system collapses.

SCHAKNE: Congressional fury centers around Casey's delay ;
in disclosing the CIA's role in the raids that blew up !
Nicaragua's oil storage tanks last fall and in the mining '
of Nicaragua's harbors this winter. £ 1980 law reguires

.the CIA director to keep congressional intelligence

committees, quote, 'fully and currently informed,' unquote
and when new operations are planned, to inform the
committee's in advance of, quote, 'any significant
anticipated intelligence activity,' unquote. CIA
spokesmen say that Casey or his deputies met the
requirements of the law in 30 meetings about Central

Continued
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LIGHTLY \“
By the dawn’s early light
By Guemsey LePelley ‘

d1verted to watching the miniseries *“George Wash- ;
ington” on television, someoné was busy putting lit- :
tle American bombs all over Nicaraguan harbors. I

People who came away from their television sets all 1
misty-eyed and worried because Congress didn’t give |
George Washington enough bombs to fight the British ;
can now rest assured the present-day Umted States has
enough bombs to go all over the world.” i

Well, i never rains but it pours. - o

Some consolation can be found in the case of Nicara- |
gua because they were only “‘firecracker” bombs. They
don't sink anything except policies in Washington.

Pro-communist Nicaragua, with practically no sense
of humor, doesn’t see the fun-and-games aspect of fire-
cracker bombs in the harbor. Thus it is planting word-
bombs in the World Court and on American television.
As a result, the US will have to find some other way to
prevent the export of arms and revolution from Nicara-
gua to other parts of the hemisphere. -

Ronald Reagan understands this. It is like fumbling '
the football, and he has played games similar to this in -
the movies.

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moymhan doesri’ t understand .
this and has resigned as vice-chairman of the Senate's "
Committee on Intelligence, in indignation, because he'
said he wasn't informed by the CIA what was going on.
It turns out that he pmbably'ﬂmﬁmed but the CIA [
speaks only in whispers.

Apparently it will take more than this kind of fum- -
bling to get CIA Director William Casey to resign, as
much as Congress might dream of it. According to some
sources, as soon as Cuban-Soviet plans for the area be- :
come established, another tidal wave of immigration, :
larger than that from Cuba, would sweep intothe US. =

Americans seem to follow this pattern quite often, .
bringing theirtroubles hamezowoosti/ tisei ¢ .

J UST about the same time America's attention was
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WASHINGTON

Senate Majority Leader Howard H. Eaker Jr.o, R-Tenn., szid today he does not
agree with critics who say CIA Director William J. Casey gave "deceitful or .
incomplete” answers to a congressional committee about the agency's role

’in mining Nicaraguan ports.

“I see nothing to indicate he is unfit for his office," Baker told a reporter
who had asked whether he still trusted the CIA director in the light of
charges that he failed to inform the Senate Intelligence Committee that the

CIA was taking an active part in the mining.

BEaker, an ex-officio member of the Intelligence Committee, said he attended
the briefing Casey gave the panel last month and "it is clear to me that on at
least two occasions, perhaps three, there was mention made of mining."

"Whether it was express and explicit enough is a Judgment each member of the
committee must make for himself,” the majority leader said, "but I am not among
those who found his answers decei{ful or even incomplete."

Minority Leader Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., when asked the same question, said,

"It's one thing to say you have no faith in him, The fault might lie somewhere
else.”

Meanwhile, a2 committee source who asked not to be named said the panel has
called ClA officizls responsible for covert activities to testify in a closed
session on Thursday about the mining.

House Majority Leader Jim Wright, D-Texas, asked whether Casey is a good

CIA director, said, "I am not setting myself up as a judge of who is is or is
not a good Cla director."

Wright also said he hopes that a House-Senate conference committee on
military 2id to E1 Salvador and funds for covert operations in Nicaragua will
begin its meetings this week. He said he believed it "could and should" finish
its work before the May & Salvadoran elections,

Wright said he hopes for continued House support of military aid to El1

Salvador, but added, "I don't believe we could pass any bill that had any money
for covert activity; I believe it has been too thoroughly discredited.”
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Reagan Worsemng Latin ConfTicts,

By Bill Peterson
Washington Post Statf Writer

Democratic presidential candidate
Walter F. Mondale yesterday
charged thet Reagan administration
policies “are "leading in & direction
that can involve the use of U.S. com-
bat troops in Central America.”
- Mondale, no tmg a growxng level of.
U.S. involvement in the region dur-
ing the last three vears, said Reagan

_policies “are Americanizing, milita-
rizing and widening- the ‘dispute in

Central America,” - adding, “Things
are getting worse all the time.”. .-

_ Mondale said he expects Presi-

dent Reagan’s conduct of foreign

-policy in the Mideast and Central

America to be “big issues” during the
presidential campaign this fall, add-
ing that they have “led clearly to a
less safe world.” .

- “There’s a steady pattern here of

& president who's not in charge and

he's not leading,” he said in a meet-

Mandale Says”

_responsibilities to the Congress in

ing with Washington_ Post edltors

and reporters.

Mondale condemned CIA oovert'

actions

them as
said the administration has an “ex-
aguerated notion. of what_can_be
done through covert actions” and has

in _Nicaragua, _describing

put_the natlon in_the position of _
' “playing games with the truth.” E
*The administration, he added, “in ,

some sentimental way wants to re-.
" store the day when they thought you

could have your way with a.trench-
coat, v-hen _you can’t have it any

- other way.” .
He staunchly defended the two

“counterproductive. He’

congressional committees that over-

gee CIA acuvities. “If you did away .

with those two committees or the.

reporting, you'd really be in trouble, -
_because the fact of it is that you

don’t get away for long with things
without_reporting to _those commit-

tees or without the commlttees ‘

_knowing about it.”

He said the reason that the SYS-
tern appeared to break down recent-
lv is that CIA Director William J.
Casey has a “fairly imp notion of his

terms of reporting.” -

. The system, he added, “should
-work clearly better than it is, but the
_institutional basis there is a-very im-
portant thing to buxld on and not to
lose confidence in.” o

- As vice Jaresndent in the Carter

“I thmk lt’s clear that now, that
after 3% years, things are much
worse, the guerrillas are much
stronger,” and “the middle has been
undermined, and is much weaker.”

‘Asked if he would intervene mil-

itarily to prevent a communist take-

over. in-the region, Mondale said he

-would consider doing so only if “a
-Cuban. or Russian mﬂxtary facxhty”

were involved. . -

" administration, Mondale ~said_he
“thought' he “knew.most -evervthing”

.that. th

&_ClA.was_domg._He_sa&h
~ believes in “a strong CIA” and. that

.there are times when covert actions -

&re Decessary.
If elected gresudent, he. saxd he

would fire Casey and replace Fim -

-with someone with “a sense of his-

" tory and understanding and profes- -
- §1onahsm._

Repeating- statements he has fre-
quently made on the campaign-trail,
Mondale-said he would also remove
combat troops from Hondures, while

_.continuing ‘military : assistance - o

that nation; “severely imit” U.S. aid
to El Salvador unless there are im-
provements in-human rights, and
“try very hard to work to strengthen

~.what's left of the moderate center”

throughout the region.

He charged that “about 50 or 40
_percent” of arms and military equip-
‘ment-sent by the U.S, government to
El Salvador “ends up on the other

- side,” a claim the- Reagan adrmms-

~ tration has denied. -
He said that as presndent he

~ would try to resolve problems in the’

region through negotiations. Asked
how -successful the Carter adminis-
tration.had been in taking this ap-
proach he replied that it had made

" “some - modest”. progress “toward
_ elimination of death squads in- El.

Salvador.

P
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The exporting of counterrevolution

PARIS—If Nicara?ué can export revolution to El
Salvador, why should not the

plies to that question. One is moral and legal—that to
do so underimines the political order upon which
much depends that has nothing to do with Central
America. The other is that the United States does not
break the law cleverly or well.

It seems so easy, reading about it in the thrillers.

William Casey of the CIA can remember the heroic

“days of resistance and subversion in Occupied Eu- -

rope—when Europe was ‘“‘set ablaze,” as Churchill
bad urged upon his. S
Why doesn’t this kind of thing work now? ,

. It -is not good enough 1o say, as the Reagan
administration does, that-the press discovers the
government's secret  operations and irresponsibly
publishes them. The United States does not have a
‘united government, nor a united public, to support its

‘Central American policies. Given the nature of the-

American system, this means that what this govern-
ment does is going to be leaked, publicized and
mercilessly criticized. :

. 'The executive no longer possesses the authority to

acl in clandestine matters that Congress had conced- -

gd it during the 1950s and 1960s. The current need to

go regularly and publicly to Congress for money and -
authority to conduct ‘“‘covert” operations against -
Nicaragua has made this whole affair grotesque from

the start. » : . -
i The administration believes that the Soviet Union
gs responsible for what is going on in Central Ameri-

£a. It has set out to do“_t‘he same in reverse. 1t fails to -

! nited States export -
counterrevolution to Nicaragua? There are two re- .

jal Operations executive.

. The Soviet embassy in Mana
Nicaragua, nor the war in E} Salvador. But there are’

. .Republic of

William Pfaff

grasp, however, just what the Soviet Union does

when it chooses to back a Marxist party or revolu-
tionary group in a troubled country. '
The Soviets act in terms of what is already there.

They 'say to the local people: What do you need? - |

Money? That’s simple. Arms? Training? The Soviets

do not announce to the pe&g»le they wish to sug:»port _

what Moscow has-decided the plan is to be, and who
the leaders are to be. They do not take over. -
There are, one notes, no Soviet boats mining El

" Salvador’s waters. No Soviet battalions are deployved

in Central America to intimidate the Salvadorans.

tens of thousands of Americans in-Central America.
‘The American Navy cruises the coasts and the Air
Force flies overhead. Yet which side is winning?
The United States might have said.to those Ni-
caraguans who do not like what has been hap

need? What is your plan? Possibly we can help.
Instead, it has mounted what amounts to an unde-
clared war by the United States of America upon the
Nicaragua. No wonder the Nicaraguans

want belp from the World Court. . '
It is.an old lesson which the United States govern-
ment obstinately.refuses to learn: People have to do
things for themselves.

.-
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8 stage sit-in a
protesting Lat

By Beth Gillin

Inquirer Stoff Writer

Eight demonstrators, including

three clergymen and a rabbinical
student, were carried from the Fed-
eral Building by security guards ys-
lerday afier staging a 2%-hour sit-in
at the Central Intelligence Agency to
protest ClA actions in Central Ameri-
ca. -
While about & dozen supporters
stood on the first floor of the build-
ing at Sixth and Arch Streets chant-
ing, “CIA, US.A, out of Nicaragua,”
the demonstrators, their arms and
legs deliberately limp, were carted
from elevators and dragged across
the polished lobby floor by uni-
formed Federal Protective Service
officers. A

“Stop the U.S. war in Central Amer-
ica,” shouted the Rev. David Funk-
houser, an Episcopalian priest, as a
pair of officers lifted him over the
threshold of the Arch Street en-
trance and deposited him gently on

2h April o8k

the rain-soaked pavement,

There were no arrests, and the
demonstrators were not cited. When
they were carried out of the build-
ing, they left the area.

The demonstrators, protesting the
CIA’s mining of harbors and roads in
Nicarague, arrived at the local CIA
branch — a suite of two offices, a
reception area and a tiny antercom
behind an unmarked door on the
tenth floor — at 11 a.m.

They carried a letier, signed by 11

‘peace activists and addressed to di.

rector William J. Casey, that calied
for Casey's resignation and the dis-
mantling of the CIA. “We believe it is
too late for reforms, congressional
investigations or other measures
short of the complete and total disso-
lution of the agency,” said the letter,
which accused the CIA of violating
several international treaties and
the Neutrality Act.

After handing the message to Jere-
miah Williams, who szid he was the

t local CIA @

aldy

R
o

American actions

CIA’s personnel representative here,
the protestors sat on the floor in the
anteroom saying they would await
Casey's reply.

I 101d them I would be glad 10 mail |

their letter,” Williams said as he was
escorted from his office by security

guards an hour and a half later.

Inside the office, paintings rested on
the floor and furniture was tagged
with moving-company stickers. Wil-
liams said the ClA was leaving the
city “for economy reasons.”

During the sit-in, the protestors
politely refused several requests by
security guards that they leave, ate
sandwiches and nuts and sang a Nic-
araguan peasant song.

*I think as children of the light we
need to bring light to this dark place
and expose the evil,” said demonstra.
tor Raymond Torres, a staff member
of Calvary United Methodist Church
in West Philadelphia, shortly before
he was evicted for violating building
regulations. ’ -
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U.S, Laﬁ'n Force in P]ac;
If Needed, Officials Report

| tagon is now in a position to assume a
combat role in Central America should
President Reagan give the order, in the

bers of Congress.

They say the Defense Department
has achieved this state of readiness
over the last year through the coordi-
nated buildup of United States forces in
the region and construction of new
military instaliations. - - h

“*What has been set up is a forward
base structure that enables the U.S.
South Command in Panama to act’
quickly if they have to,” said Edward |
L. King, a retired Army leutenant
' colonel who formerly served as liaison

for the Joint Chiefs of Staff with the!|"

Inter-American Defense Board.
“Now." he said, “‘they can operate in
Central America without having to op-
erate out of Panama, which goes
apgainst the political grain of the Pana.
~manian Government.” .
" The President end Secretary of De-
fense Caspar W. Weinberger have both
said repeatedly they had no plans to
send United States soldiers to fight a
war in El Salvador or Nicaragua. But
over the last year the guerrilla forces
in El Salvador have increased their
strength and scale of operation, holding
off the Salvadoran Army and pushing
the United States toward deeper in-
volvement.

Last spring, when Mr. Reagan was
appealing for public support for his
policies in Central America, he prom.
ised in a speech on March 10, 1983, not

By HEDRICK SMITH
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 21 — The Pen-" in the field and the rzpid development

of a network of bases in Honduras,
A year ago, the Pentagon reported a
total of about 150 American military

view of military specialists and mem- , advisers in El Salvador and Honduras.

| Today, the number has increased more

|than tenfold. By Government count,
roughly 1,800 Armerican military per-

- partment-had recently begun

sonnel are on continuous duty in those :

Tary exercise.’ i

Americans now fly regular tactical .

misstons over El Salvador, man radar
outposts that scan Nicaraguan waters
and airspace and work closely with Sal-
‘vadoran brigade commanders in con-
tested provinces, where they must

carry more arms than last year be- -

cause of their increased exposure.

- The operations of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency have grown, Adminis-
tration and Congressional sources say,
to & point where the three Nicaraguan
Tebe] forces it arms and finances now

total 15,000, nearly triple their size in . Central America is largely dictated by
it LU ; military concerns,” commented Sena-:
Six airfields in Honduras have been | tor Jeff Bingaman, a New Mexico

2ariy 1983.... .

built or improved by United States
Army engineers or Navy Seabees at a

| wWay. - .
" Within the Administration and on

i s o + combat troops. In what they called a
twocmmtn&sandBOOmoreonatempo— | significant shift in Pentagon thinking,
i the Defense

" prepared to use combat troops if leftist

cost of more than $50 million; two more y

are now being built. They serve as
landing and jump-off points for thou-
sands of United States troops engaged
in a stream of quick-notice military ex-
ercises .or larger, longer war
They also serve &s supply depots for
Nicaraguan rebels, officials say pri-
vately;_;___w., . o

Major War Game- :

P N
-

to “Americanize the war’” by sending a
lot of combat advisers or by commit-
ting American soldiers to combat. He *
has kept his pledge not to send United
States fighting units into action.

New Bases in Honduras

* But critics in Congress contend that
the Administration is being drawn in
that direction. The last year has
brought a dramatic expansion of the
United States presence and role in Cen-
tral America. It has seen a gradual
growth of United States involvement in
actual operations in E! Salvador and
Nicaragua, the first reported incidents
of Americans coming under hostile fire

The Navy, which bas also made a vis-
‘ible show of force, is now conductiog its
most extensive exercise in the Carib-
bean this year. This maneuver, called
Ocean Venture I, began Friday and
‘will eventually deploy 350 ships led by
the aircraft

[t carrier America and in-.

“volve 30,000 American servicemen. .-

“I don’t think a year ago cutside of

the Administration we had any inkling
all vi'this wes coming,” said Repre-
sentative Michael D. Bares, a Mary-
land Democrat and prominent critic of

Administration policy. *‘There is a con--

_stant continued escalation of the war
down there and since we're running it,
there's been a constant escalation of

our activities.”

: Cornmand, has a fairly well thought-
. out, Jong-range plan,” said Mr. Binga-
: man, a critic of Administration policy.
: ““The Administration’s lack of any real

BamES. . diplomatic strategy in the region has

. creasing our pressure hes taken the
: placeof a toreign policy down there.”

“buildup in the Administration are re-

‘mand based in Tampa, Fla., and Lieut. '

‘Communist and with command author-

5w YORE AN
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.
“We've WHEHR TTHISIEd | consistently
about where we were headed,” M.

_ Barnes went on. “They do seem to
i want 1o keep the direct involvernent of

U.S. personnel out of it, but the line
they have drawn appears to be difficult
toadhere to.”

Facing renewed guestions about the
Administration’s intentions, Defense
Secretary Weinberger on April & re-
asserted the Administration’s position
that there was “no plan, no strategy, no,
thought of putting U.S. combat troops™|
into Central America.

Significant Policy Shift Reported
He said the Pentagon had no contin-
gency plans for using American com-
bat forces, but other high-ranking Pen-
tagon officials said the Defﬁ De.
contingency plens for possible use o

ent, they said,
has adopted the political policy of being

forces cannot -be defeated any other

Capitol Hill, the steady expansion of
the American military role is seenas a
deliberate strategy promoted by some
senior military commanders with sup-
port from top civilian officials, out-
flanking the slower-moving diplomacy
of the State Department. . o
“1 think American policy toward

Democrat, expressing a view widely
held on Capitol Hill. :
*The military; mainly in the South

meant that the military strategy of in-

Area Commander & Key Advocate
' The most vigorous proponent of the
military buildup, officials say, is Gen-
eral Paul F. Gorman, commander of
the Southern Command with headquar-
ters in Panama, an officer with a repu-
tation as a hard-charging, vocal anti-

ity over all military operations in Cen-:
tral America. ~ = :
Other important advocates of the

ported to be Gen. Wallace T. Nutting,
commaeander of the Readiness -Com-

Gen. Robert L. Schweitzer, a fox-meri
Reagan White House national security !
aide who is now chairman of the Inter-'
American Defense Board affiliated:
with the Organization of American;
States. |

Continued
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covert ﬁnacmg

a crucial test for Reagan policy

By Richard Whitmire
and Mike Connoilly
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Congress re-
turns Tuesday from the Easter re-
cess tc continue a battle with the
White House over covert aid to re-
bels fighting the Marxist govemment
in Nicaragua.

At the heart of the feud — fueled
by news of the ClA-directed mining
of Nicaraguan harbors — is a White
House request for $§21 million more
1in covert funds for anti-Sandinista
guerrillas. Congress already has ap-
propriated $24 million this vear for
covert funds, but the administration
savs that is not enough.

The mining controversy has led to
calls for the resignation of CIA Direc-
tor William Casey. It may also kill

|
|

the aid to the rebels and hurt the §62 -
miilion in emergency military aid -

for El Salvador.

House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill
savs he is opposed to the addition-
2! funds for the Nicaraguan contras.
Faced with such 2 mood in Congress,
President Reagan is expected to try

to shift the focus away from the CIA |

and toward the Soviet-sponsored
“crisis on our doorstep,” as he has
described it .

A kev foreign aid voiceis Rep

Clarence Lon,, D-Md., chairman of -

the House Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, who
wants to wait until after May 6 for a
decision on Salvadoran funds and
CIA money — a proposal that seems
to be gaining ground. That's the day
of the presidential runoff election be-
tween Christian Democrat Jose Na-
poleon Duarte and rightist Roberto
d'Aubuisson in El Salvador.

White House spokesman Larry
Speakes said the administration
wouild be in 2 bind if the money fails

‘o win approval. “You can't get co-
vert aid anvwhere else except

through appropriation.”

Most observers think the CIA -
‘could manage to keep the operations -
alive. But what happens to the
12,000-18,000 guerrillas fighting Nic-
aragua’s leftist government if the .
ClA shuts down the operation?

~ Hardest bit of the three contra =
groups would be the Nicaraguan’-

Democratic Force (FDN), which'
.numbers between: 8,000 and 11,000

and receives most of the CIA money. -:
“The FDN, made up partly of former .
-Somoza National Guardsmen,'is
based in Honduras. ™ - -
. The other two groups are srnaller. .

L 3 000 to 5,000 in the Democratic Rev-

) olutlonary Alliance fighting along the
‘Costa - Rican ‘border and 1,500 Mi- -
+«skito Indians active in northern Nic- -

' .aragua The New York Times report-

ed Sunday that the CIA has been sup-
plying - the Democratic

Revolutionary Alliance through air-

v

lifis and 1S direcung the group s mili-
:.tary strategy.

‘ABC reported the CIA has tripled
the number of agents in Costa Rica
_and is funneling more than $300,000
a month to the Nicaraguan rebels,

anced on the edge-of congressional
-displeasure. “I think the White House

“‘'could have handled the Central
:America situation much better,” said

Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawali,
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MEMORANDUM FOR ALL EMPLOYEES

SUBJECT: Pursuing Excellence

I am very pleased with the reports I have received from the
Deputy Directors on the progress being made in following up on
many of the suggestions you made to me in February.

I also have drawn on your papers in preparing an expanded
goals statement. I like to think of it as a checklist of
principles and operating standards. I am sending a copy to
each of you, and am particularly interested in having it used
in orienting and indoctrinating new employees to the mission,
standards, and work ethic of our organization.

iam J. Ca
e

f
[
1 ]
Director of Central ?telli
/

Attachment
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- Washington’s ultimate goal, the
ClA chief contends, is heading
of{ a massive refugee crisis on
America’s southern border.

“Q. Mr. Casey, with so0 much attention fo-
cused right now on Nicaragua and the con-
tras, cah you glve us your assessment of
the impact of the anti-Sandinista puerrllies?

A They're creating a great deal of dis-
array and pressure on the regime.
They've damaged the economy. Daniel
Ortega Saavedrz {leader of the Sandinis-
ta junta) said & coupie of weeks ago that
tne contres have cost them about one
third of their exports. - -

The main impact, however, is to di-
vert Sandinista leaders from supporting
_the insurgency in El Salvador and bring

& WoEL
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otishore?

A lnever comment onsuchreports.

Q Are the Cubans stlll heavily ip-
volved in Nicaragua or have they reduced
their presence there as some recent re-
poris sugeest?

A While the Cubans have been
talling about lowering their presence,
they've actually been moving in more
people. The Cubans run the security

" services that manage the block-popu-
lation-control syvstem.

There are about 7,000 to 8,000 Cu-
bans in Niczraguz including 3,000 to
3,500 military advisers intertwined
with the Nicaraguan military. They

construction and health workers who
are regularly taken back to Cubz on
rotation. The replacements now be-
ing sent have had military training
and are under 40.

As we saw in Grenadz, Cuban con-
squction workers carry rifles as well
at shovels. There have been occasions
where these Cuban construction
workers joined in the fighting in Nie-

pressure op them to negotiate sensibly -

to ‘2 more 'peaceful situation in tbat
whole area They are perceived to be
the threat to the peace by 2l the sun-ouncung countnes
because Nicaraguz is the base for supporting insurgencies
not only in El Salvador but in Costz Rica, Guatemals and
Yonduras as well.

Q Whniie the Unlted States may want to pressure the San:h-
nistes t6 end support tor Marxist guerrillas eisewhere, is that
really the poal of the contres in Nscaragua? Aren't they bent on
overthrowing the regime?

A Tbose things are always mixed. They wou]d ke to
unseat the regime. The guestion is: What is the U.S. goverr-
ment's purpose? Aftér all, in World War II we were helping
tbe Communists, the Royalists, the Gaullists and everybody.
They were all tryving to get power. We didn't care gbout
that; we just wanted to get belp against the Nazis. It's an
analogous situztion we have here. Qur own na‘nonal inter-

_ests need Dot be strictly tied to any one group's goals.
Q Wnat chanece ©o the contras have of overthrowmg the

" Sandinistz regime?

A 1 think there’s no chance that they will be eble to
overthrow the government In the resistance, you have, it is
said, perhaps 15,000 men thb rifies scattered sround the
open, unpopulated parts of the country, which is where
guerrillas can hide. They can't go into the cities, which the
government is protecting with tanks and 75,000 men io the
Aoy, the militia and the security forces. So they're no;
going to overthrow that government -

1t cowld be—but it's 2 very long shot and unlikely—that
‘the government would dissolve because the people would
get fed up and fall sway from the regime. But it's hard to -
change 2 government ‘that operates & Sysiem of control
where evervbody in every block is counted and any strang-
ers who show bave to expla.m themselves.

Q What is your response to published repor‘t.s thai the CIA

was invoilved in the mining of the Nicarapuan_pons?
A ] can’t comment on such 2llegations.
Q wnzt sbout reports that the CIA is actively running this

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91 00901R000400040001 -2

sraguz when contras tangled with the
Nicaraguan military.

Q is there any evidence that Cuba or
the Soviet Umon Is ‘converting Nicarapusz into 2 King of stratepic
base alonp lines you've warned about in the past?

A We were concerned zbout that because they were
Jengthening airfields in Nicaragus to make them long
enough to handle supersonic planes. And we Jnow, Nicarz-
guan fliers were going to Bulgarie, 1o the Soviet Union and
Cubsz to be trained Now, that has continued. The training
has been comp)eted We believe that MiG-23s z2re in Cuba
earmarked for Nicaragua and that Nicaraguan pilots are
practicing in them. We believe the planes haven't been
sent over to Nxca.ragua, because they're concerned about
“our-response.-

Q ‘How many Nicaraguan pilots have been trained?

A We don't have an exzct figure, but it's substanfial—
something like 40 pilots, enough to handle 2 squadron of
planes, whick is what we think they have in Cuba

One thing vou've got to understand ic that both the
Soviets and »::b.e Cubans go to great lengths to keep their
military suppoert for Nicaragua guiet and ambigoous. The

PMINEN—YIIIJTY R DA

aiso have 3,000 to- 6,000 teachers,

heavv Soviet weapons come largely in Bulgarian and Alge-
rian ships. Soviet and Cuban ships bring in the lighter st -

roixed with commereial cargo. We have intelligence that
the Cubans in Nicarague shave their mustaches and hide
their dog tags. They are mixed in with Nncarag‘uan units,

not kept in separate Cuban formetions that could bc.'

idengfied.
~ Q You mentioned tha. an objective of the contras was 1o
divert the Sandinistas {rom their support of the Marxist puerrl-

tas in E! Salvador. Are they havinp &n lmpa:& on the flow of !

supplies 1o the Saivadoren rebels?

- A Obh, they certainly bave had an impact, thougb it's
hard to guantify, To start off with, the Nicaraguans have to
use their weapons and ammuhiton to fight the contras

- instead of sending them to El Salvador to fight the govern-,
" ment. That's got to bave an impact The supphee are.stll

coming in from Nicarague, but we think it's in reduced

Continued
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strategy in Nicar

Washington's ultimate goal, the B :
CIA chief contends, is heading :

off a massive refugee crisis on
America’s southern border.

Q. Mr. Casey, with so much attention fo-
cused right now on Nicaragua and the con-
tras, can you give us your assessment of
the impact of the anti-Sandinista guerrilias?

A They’re creating a great deal of dis-
array and pressure on the regime.
They've damaged the economy. Daniel
Ortega Saavedra [leader of the Sandinis-
ta junta] said a couple of weeks ago that
the contras have cost them about one
third of their exports,

The main impact, however, is to di-
vert Sandinista leaders from supporting
the insurgency in El Salvador and bring
pressure on them to negotiate sensibly
to a more peaceful situation in that
whole area. They are perceived to be o
the threat to the peace by all the surrounding countries
because Nicaragua is the base for supporting insurgencies
not only in El Salvador but in Costa Rica, Guatemala and
Honduras as well.

Q While the Unlted States may want to pressure the Sandi-
nistas to end support for Marxist guerrilias elsewhere, Is that
really the goal of the contras in Nicaragua? Aren't they bent on
overthrowing the regime? ’

A Those things are always mixed. They would like to
unseat the regime. The question is: What is tHe U.S. govern-
ment’s purpose? After all, in World War II w& were helping
the Communists, the Royalists, the Gaullists and everybody.
They were all trying to get power. We didn’t care about
that; we just wanted to get help against the Nazis. It’s an
analogous situation we have here. Our own national inter-
ests need not be strictly tied to any one group’s goals.

Q What chance do the contras have of overthrowing the
Sandinista regime? .

A I think there’s no chance that they will be able to
overthrow the government. In the resistance, you have, it is
said, perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scattered around the
open, unpopulated parts of the country, which is where
guerrillas can hide. They can't go into the cities, which the
government is protecting with tanks and 75,000 men in the
Army, the militia and the security forces. So they’re not
going to overthrow that government.

It could be—but it’s a very long shot and unlikely—that
the government would dissolve because the people would
get fed up and fall away from the regime. But it’s hard to
change a government that operates a system of control
where everybody in every block is counted and any strang-
ers who show have to explain themselves.

Q Whnat is your response to published reports that the CIA
was involved in the mining of the Nicaraguan ports?

A T can’t comment on such allegations.

Q What about reports that the CIA is actively running this

mining operation with & mother ship
offshore?

A Inever commentonsuchreports.

Q Are the Cubans still heavily in-
voived in Nicaragua or have they reduced
their presence there as some recent re-
ports suggest?

A While the Cubans have been
talking about lowering their presence,
they’ve actually been moving in more
people. The Cubans run the security
services that manage the block-popu-
lation-control system. :

There are about 7,000 to 9,000 Cu-
bans in Nicaragua including 3,000 to
3,500 military advisers intertwined
with the Nicaraguan military, They
also have 5,000 to 6,000 teachers,
construction and health workers who
are regularly taken back to Cuba on
rotation. The replacements now be-
ing sent have had military training
and are under 40,

As we saw in Grenada, Cuban con-
struction workers carry rifles as well
as shovels. There have been occasions
where these Cuban construction
workers joined in the fighting in Nic-
aragua when contras tangled with the
Nicaraguan military,

. Q Is there any evidence that Cuba or
the Soviet Union is converting Nicaragua into a kind of strategic
base along lines you've warned about in the past?

A We were concerned about that because they were
lengthening airfields in Nicaragua to make them long
enough to handle supersonic planes. And we know, Nicara-
guan fliers were going to Bulgaria, to the Soviet Union and
Cuba to be trained. Now, that has continued. The training
has been completed. We believe that MiG-23s are in Cuba
earmarked for Nicaragua and that Nicaraguan pilots are
practicing in them. We believe the planes haven't been
sent over to Nicaragua, because they’re concerned about
our response.

Q ‘How many Nicaraguan pliots have been trained?

A We don't have an exact figure, but it’s substantial—
something like 40 pilots, enough to handle a squadron of
planes, which is what we think they have in Cuba.

One thing you've got to understand is that both the
Soviets and the Cubans go to great lengths to keep their
military support for Nicaragua quiet and ambiguous. The
heavy Soviet weapons come largely in Bulgarian and Alge-
rian ships. Soviet and Cuban ships bring in the lighter stuff
mixed with commercial cargo. We have intelligence that
the Cubans in Nicaragua shave their mustaches and hide
their dog tags. They are mixed in with Nicaraguan units,
not kept in separate Cuban formations that could be
identified.

Q You mentioned that an objective of the contras was to
divert the Sandinistas from their support of the Marxist guerril-
las In El Salvador. Are they having an impact on the flow of
supplies to the Salvadoran rebels? :

A Oh, they certainly have had an impact, though it's
hard to quantify. To start off with, the Nicaraguans have to
use their weapons and ammunition to fight the contras
instead of sending them to El Salvador to fight the govern-,
ment, That’s got to have an impact. The supplies are stll
coming in from Nicaragua, but we think it’s in reduced
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the Army are having to pay greater attention to dealing
with the internal resistance, which means that there's
much less attention they can give to exporting revolution.
But I can't be very much more specific than that.

Q If Nicaragua s bsing forced to divert lts attention trom El
Salvador, why do the Marxist guerrilias In El Salvador seem to
have been gaining In recent monthe?

A Well, they might be doing better without that diver-
sion. We do know that the Salvadoran guerrillas have been
able to increase their numbers by training and arming
some of their support people. At the same time, we have
pretty good reporting that they're short of ammunition and
they’re short of funds and they’re not as effective as they
would be if Nicaraguan support were unimpaired.

Also, the Salvadoran Army has been getting more effec-
tive. Before the period leading up to the elections, the
Army had the guerrillas pretty well broken up and pushed
back into their bases in mountainous areas.

Q How do you reconclie your claim that the Salvadoran Army
is getting better with the constant criticism that it's stiit too
Incompetent to make headway against the guerrillas?

A It has a lot of deficiencies but it is improving steadily
through better training, better leadership, more-aggressive
tactics and more-sustained operations. It needs more mobil-
ity. It is not a perfect world, and there is still plenty of room
for improvement. That can be said about any army.

The main problem in El Salvador from the military stand-
point is this: As a rule of thumb, experts say that an army
needs an 8 or 10 to 1 advantage to win a guerrilla war. Look
at the Nicaraguan Army and militia—75,000 men under
arms—and they are unable to cope with 15,000 contras.
Now the ratio of the Salvadoran Army to the guerrillas is
something like 4 to 1, and the guerrillas have a safe haven, a
supply and a command-and-control base right across the
border in Nicaragua. Given that situation, the Salvadoran,
Army is not doing badly.

The only way you're going to resolve the conflict in El
Salvador is if two things happen: You have to deprive the
guerrillas of their safe haven and further reduce the flow of
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to 40 percent to improve the ratio of Army to guerrillas.
Q How do you handie the growing pressure in Congress to

cut off military ald to El Satvador if the death squads continue to :

operate there? Why Is the Salvadoran government unwilling or
unable to deal with the death squads?

A 1think it's a cultural problem. It’s a violent society like
most of the societies down there. Everybody talks about the
right-wing death squads. During recent months, most of
the assassination victims have been supporters of the Ro-
berto D’Aubuisson movement, the so-called right wing. So
there are left-wing death squads. The guerrillas practice
intimidation, and they slaughter people as they did in Viet-
nam. It’s a civil war. And they also have this special kind of
free-lance, nongovernmental death squad that practices re-
venge. That works both ways right across the society.

Besides that, the judicial system in El Salvador leaves

much to be desired. They have a hard time getting any

convictions. But basically what we're talking about is
whether our primary purpose is to establish a better society
in El Salvador, which isn’t likely to bappen guickly under
present circumstances, or to protect the security interests
of the United States and give Salvadoran democracy a
chance to develop.

Q. Are you worried that Central America will become a major
issue in the political campaign and undermine popular support
for the administration's strategy there?

A I think that people in the long run are less concerned
about reports of mining Nicaraguan harbors than they are
about the danger of creating a wave of imrigration into
this country if Central America or any part of it should fall
under Soviet-Cuban domination. If we have another Cuba
in Central America, Mexico will have a big problem and
we're going to have a massive wave of immigration. The
effort to prevent this from happening is not going to excite
Americans as much as the threat they would face if things
g0 wrong.

Also, I think people are concerned about the military
denger. If the Communists solidify their hold on Nicaragua,
the other countries down there would have to accommo-
date in some way. The Communists would next be looking
at Mexico, to find problems that they specialize in exploit-
ing. So what you're looking at for your children and your
grandchildren is a long-term prospect of a hundred million
hostile people immediately south of our border if we fail to
give democracy a chance to develop in Central America.

Q To turn to the other spot that worries Americans—the
Middle East: What is the likelihood of an Iranian victory In the
war with lraq?

A The Iragis should be able to stave off this current
offensive because they have such a preponderance of air
power and artillery and tank power, But the Iranians have
the nurnbers; they have the staying power; they’ve got the
economic resources. The Iragis are in bad shape economi-
cally. They've also got a big Shia population with religious
ties to Iran. I think the prevailing opinion is that in the long
run the Iranians have some important advantages.

Q. What dangers might the United States tace H Iran does
win?

A If Tran prevails and a radical Shiite regime is estab-
lished in Baghdad similar to the Khomeini regime in Tehe-
ran, there are a lot of people they could turn loose against
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the gulf states, which have sup-
ported Iraq.

The Iranians are in a vengeful frame of mind. We have
seen what they can do with the terrorist attacks on the
American Embassy in Kuwait and the Marine barracks in
Beirut. They are taking people from those gulf states to
camps in Teheran for terrorist training and sending them
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pretty potent subversive poten-
tial in those small countries.

@ What wouid the United States
do if Iran moved agalnst these oli
states in the gulf region?

A T can’t speculate on that.
The U.S. government said that
we would keep the Strait of Hor-
muz open. As to something hap-
pening in one or another of these
countries around the gulf, any re-
action, I would suppose, would
depend upon the circumstances
at the time.

Q. That brings up the problem of
state-sponsored terrorism that Sec-
retary of State Shultz has been talk-
ing about: What can the United
States do to counter terrorism
sponsored by Iran and other gov-
ernments-~assassinate their peo-
ple, bomb their capitais or what?

A Dorn’t put words in my
mouth. As Secretary Shultz said,
we're dealing with a new phe-
nomenon in state-sponsored ter- ™ 3
rorism—a new weapons system
that obliterates the distinction

Contras: “Perap 15,000 men with rifies scattered
around the unpopulated parts of the country.”

R000400040001-2
by sending the message that if
the terrorists attack there will be
retaliation. It's not necessarily a

the terrorists, The Israelis, for ex-
ample, send the message: “If
we're hit from your territory,
that’s your responsibility and
we're going to kick you in the
teeth somehow.” I think you will
see more of that—retaliation
against facilities connected with
the country sponsoring the ter-
rorists or retaliation that just
hurts the interests of countries
which sponsor terrorism.

Some people say that you've
_got to find out who the terrorists
-are and make sure you hit the
people who hit you. Well, usually
that means you're not going to do
it at all. If retaliation is going to
be a deterrent, the countries
sponsoring terrorisin have got to
know it’s going to happen quick-

¢ ly and with certainty.

E Now, there’s a third way to
~ handle state-sponsored terrorism
 which, in my view, needs to be

between peace and war.

The Iranians use their diplomatic facilities as a platform -

to make revolutionary guards, communications facilities
and money available for terrorist planning and action.
They’ve attacked us twice in Beirut—the American Embas-
sy and the Marine barracks. They turn up in many coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and Europe, and we are likely to see
them here. They send their missionaries across the whole
Moslem world, from Morocco to Malaysia and Indonesia,
preaching Khomeini’s brand of radical religious-social gos-

-

pel. It’s 4 force that we're going to have to reckon with in

many dimensions.

Q But what can you do about it? Do you getinto the business
of assassinating terrorist leaders? *

A We don't engage in assassinations. We have to depend

on a combination of strong security measures and interna-
tional cooperation to deter and defeat terrorism. -
Let's look at the problem of state-sponsored terrorism*

and international terrorism in a little more detail. There
are more than 50 major terrorist organizations, and hun-
dreds of mom and pop shops—little groups that take on
operations for hire. We can count scores of terrorist-train-
ing camps in Iran, Libya, Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria, the
Soviet Union, Romania, Cuba and other bloc countries.

Now, there are several things you can do to cope with
this kind of terrorism. You can handle it by defending
yourself, defending potential targets. That’s pretty tough
because you haven’t got enough policemen to protect ev-
ery target and you don’t know where they’re going to hit.

So we are engaged in helping security organizations in a
great many countries to improve their training and opera-
tional proficiency. These countries have their own intelli-
gence capabilities to watch the terrorists. They're apt to be
better at it than we are because they’ve got to live with
them all the time and they’re closer to them. A qualified
antiterrorist network has developed through the liaison
relationship between intelligence and security organiza-
tions. It is being improved by intensified intelligence ex-
changes and by training and other forms of assistance.

On top of that, there’s a question of deterring terrorism

: developed faster.

Q What's that alternative way? '

A That’s a kind of international, diplomatic counterof-
fensive against international terrorism. In effect, it would
apply a modern version of the 18th-century international
law on piracy that charged every nation with responsibility
for picking up pirates and putting them away where they
could do no more harm. It’s a little hard to get acceptance
of that in today’s world, and I'm not quite sure just how you
would implement it. '

But nations could join together to invoke economic sanc-
tions against and isolate diplomatically countries, such as
Iran and Libya, that practice terrorism as a matter of state
policy. They could collaborate more intensively on the
screening and surveillance at entry and departure points of
travelers and visitors suspected of terrorist connections.
They could agree to respond more quickly and surely to
requests from other countries for extradition and assistance.

So there are three ways you can deal with state-spon-

sored terrorism short of sending out hit squads. You can °

defend, you can retaliate and you can impose international
barriers and sanctions of a nonviolent nature.

Q If we can turn finally to the Soviet Unlon: What, as you see
it, has been the effect of the change in leadership there from
Andropov to Chernenko?

A Minimal. Chernenko is clearly a transitional leader,
but nobody knows whether he’s going to be around six
months, two years or five years, and it doesn’t make much
difference. We predicted that China’s Mao Tse-tung would
die 20 times before they finally buried him. So we are very
shy about predicting how long Chernenko will last.

My view is that under the Soviet system today everything
is worked out in a collegial way. Certainly with this kind of
short-term leader, no one man is going to have the power
to make a drastic change of direction. And there’s no reason
to assume that when Chernenko goes, the situation will
change. What you’ve got in the Soviet Union is a generation
of septuagenarians who are reluctant to forfeit their perqui-
sites by passing power. to a younger generation. They’re
intent on hanging on to power. a

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

matter of striking back directly at -



.

ARTICLE - APPEAPEBSo"ed For Release 2003/11/28.- CIA-RDP
7 23 April 168k

Gt PAGE < Zg:i

HFuror ¢

STHA

91-00901R000400040001-2

Ronald Reagan pays a political price for the CIA’s mining of Nicaraguan ports.

Jaf ben Barry Goldwater is angry, he
sounds off, and last week the crusty
Arizona Republican was in a towering rage.
He had just discovered that the United
States had taken a direct hand in mining the
harbors of Nicaragua. As chairman of the
Senate Intelligence Commitiee, Goldwater
thought someone should have told him
about that before he read it in the newspa-
pers. The result was a “Dear Bill” letter to
CIA Director William Casey, a broadside
studded with the kind of expletives that
statesmen normally delete from their for-
mal correspondence. “All this past week-
end, I've been trying to figure out how I
can most easily tell you my feelings,”
Goldwater began. “It gets down to one
little, simple phrase: I am pissed off"”” The
75-vear-old senator recalled that Ronald
Reagan “has asked us to back his foreign
policy.” “Bill,”" Goldwater demanded,
“how can we back his foreign policy when
we don’t know what the hell he i1s doing?”
Goldwater wrote that the mining was “an
act of war. For the life of me, I don’t see how
we are golng to explain it.”

The chairman’s anger was understanda-
ble. Casey is a world-class mumbler who
believes in telling his congressional over-
seers as little as possible (page 24). Briefing
Goldwater’s committee last month, he ap-
parently left some members with the im-
pression that Nicaraguan contras, the U.S.-
supported rebels, had acted on their own in
planting the mines. The House Intelligence
Committee was better informed. And when
it turned out that CIA agents had directed
the operation, no one in Congress should
bave been surprised: who else would have
put the contras up to it? But hell has no fury
like 2 senator unwarned. After Goldwater's
blistering complaint, the Republican-con-
trolled Senate overwhelmingly passed a
nonbinding resolution urging that no more
U.S. funds be spent to mine Nicaraguan
ports. The House of Representatives fol-
lowed suit, and then Congress adjourned
for Easter without voting a penny for the
contras—or for Reagan’s clients in E}
Salvador.

To some extent, last week’s dispute be-
tween Congress and the White House was

)

Just “another Washington story,” as one of
Rezgan’s men put it. In his weekly radio
broadecast, the president himself com-
plained that “much of the debate has ig-
nored themost relevant fact: Central Amer-
ica has become the stage for a bold attempt
by the Soviet Union, Cuba and Nicaraguato
install communism by force throughout
this bemisphere.” The administration de-
cided 1o draw on emergency funds to keep
El Salvador’s Army in the field. And al-
though Washington said it had pulled the
plug on the Nicaraguan mining operation,
the contras weren’t about to go out of busi-
ness overnight. Reagan’s crusade in Central -
America was far from lost, and most of his
countrymen didn’t seem to care much what |
he did there, asJong as U.8. troops were not
caught up in the fighting.

Poor Timing: Even so, the Nicaraguan
mining flap could haunt Reagan in this
election year. “It’s the wrong issue for us,”
complained a White House aide, “and com-
ing after evervthing else we've done wrong
lately, it couldn’t be more poorly timed.”
The wrangle with Congress may have put
an end to any lingering hope for a bipartisan -
U.S. policy on Central America. The min-
ing episode revived the old image of Reagan
as a trigger-happy gunfighter. And when
Washington tried to prevent Nicaragua
from taking its grievances 10 the World
Court, Reagan appeared to be flouting in-
ternational law, to boot. ‘

Consequences: Worst of all, the confusion
over what was going on in Nicaragua cast
new doubt on the administration’s compe-
tence in the management of foreign policy. .
Apparently neither Reagan nor his top
advisers had given much thought to the
conseguences of mining Nicaraguan har-
bors. Sources said Secretary of State George
Shuliz had some doubts about the wisdom
of the operation but chose not 10 take s
stand against it. The ensuing international
furor, including complaints from friends
like Britain and France, took the adminis-
tration by surprise. As a result, many in
Congress who agreed with Reagan's objec-
tives disparaged his methods. “The issue
isn’t whether we're going to fight for our
interests in Central America,” Democratic
Rep. David Obey of Wisconsin said during
last week’s debate. “The issue is, are we
going to fight smart or fight stupid?” So far,
the adminisiration didn't look smart.
“About the best thing you can say,” ad-
mitted one Reagan adviser, “is that we look
like we don’t know what we’re doing.”
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Harassment

Washington’s aim was to cause

minimum damage without
drawing blood. It turned out
to be easier said than done. )

The mining of Nicaragua’s three me-
lor ports by American-financed guerril-
las directed by the Central Intelligence
Agency had s delicatelv calibrated ob-
Jective: To disrupt commercial ship-
ping_without sinling larpe vessels or
costing lives. - '

That mission—termed “harassment
mining” by U.S. intelligence officials—
has sunk tbree Nicareguan fishing
boats znd dzmeged 2 dozen merchant
freighters fFrom six countries, including

the Soviet Urion, Britain and Japan. |

Some 15 crewmen have been injured.
Commundos operating at night in
small speedbozts laid hundreds of

miner in the harbors 'at El Blnff on :

Nicaraguz's Caribbean coast and st
Puerto Sandino and Corinto on the Pa.
cific. The rebel activities were coordi-

neted by Cl4 operatves from a ship

cutside the 1%2-mile territorial Krnit ree..

ognizec bv the United States. Nicara.

guz’s Sandinista government claims

coastal waters up to 200 miles offshore.

Thoe charges planted by the counter-
revolufionaries are described as acoustic
mines tethered to the ocean floor and

detonated by the sound waves of passing -

ships. U.S. Navy experts, discounting
reports that the weapons are home-
made, stres¢ their sophistication.

w

Unlike more powerful Navy mines

that are designed to sink
ships and are activated by the
magnetic field surrounding 2
vessel or by actual contact
with its bull, acoustic rnines
can be tuned to explode
while a ship is stil] some gis.
tance away, thus minimizing
the damage.

Nevertheless, a Dutch
dredger that encountered a
guerrilla mine Jast month st
El Bluff is in port at Curagao
undergoing repairs estimated
to cost more than 1 milkion
dollars. When the Soviet ol
tanker Lugonsk hit a mine at
Puerto Sandino, five mer-
chant sailors were injured.

In the bay at Corinto,
which handles three quarters
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of Nicarzgua’s International trade e
plosions rocked 2t least two other c:a'g“o
ships—¢ British freighter loaded \x:th
Nicaraguan molasses apg & lapanese

ship preparing to Joad cotton bales

bound for Tokvo's textile mills,

These incidents involving interna.
tional shippers have stirred concern
among some that the ining could
cause a large loss of life of spark a
major confrontation between Washing.

~ton and Moscow, resulting in 4 wider
conflict. American intelligence offeials
believe such an escalation is unlikelv
because of the limited explosive power
of the mines, .

To cope with the minj_ng.'th:eat, Nie-

aragua has mounted a worldwide

search for mine-sweeping eqQuipment

to clear its harbors, France, one of sev.
eral US. allies that condemned the
mining, offered to supply & mine
sweeper if other European powers
ioined the effort. ) i
Meanwhile, primitive mine-clear.
ing operation &lready under way- using
nets, cables and divers has detonated 97
charges, the Sandinistac said. But in the
process, 2 number of Nicaraguans have
been injured whije dragging chains
from shrimp boats to trigger mines.
Chief objective. The ClA-sponsored
venture was aimed Jarpelv at drivin
Up _insurance rates of internationa)
shippers. therepw discoura@‘ £_trade
with Nicaragua.
Toward that end. haressment attacks
against cargo ships bv ant-Sandinists
guerrillas in high-powered boats armed
with machine guns ang rockets sup.
_Dlied by the CLa are ke to continue
long after--the abandonment of the
Tuning operaton. 0

By ROBERT A, RITTLE
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Casey at the Bat
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When it comes 10 dealing with Congress. CIA Director
Willizm Casey plays 2 cloak-and-dagper version of “Twenty
Questiens " —ziving evern the members of the avthcrized over-
sight commitiees orJy the most limited Tesponses to those
questions they elrezdy know enough to zsk. Or, 25 one Republi-
can legisiator szid: “Casey wouldn't 1el] you if vour-coat was on
fre—urless vou zsked himn.”” That grudging ettitude, combined
withtheintellizence chief*s wzy of mumbling hisanswers, made
him few frends on Cezpirol Hill over the last three vears, but Jast
week’s uproar over the mining of Nicarzguzn ports finally
orought relations between Congress and Casey 1o the breaking
polnt—1hrezlening his usefulness on the Hill, undermining
suppori for the not-so-secret war in Nicarzguz and endangering
the larger U.S. strategy in Central America.

Past Jezaders of the CIA, such as Director Stansfeld Turner
and Deputy Director Bobby Inman, have recognized the politi-
cal vajue of bringing Congress into their plans—in essence
mzking them coconspirators. But even under fire Jast week, for
allegedly failing to tell Congress about U.S. involvement with
the mining, Casey was less than forthcoming. ““I do not volun-
teer informaton,” one participant in a closed-door briefing
reczlled bim seving. “If you ask me the righ questons 1 will
responc.” The legisiziors were understandably furjous. *“1t was
disasirons,” szid Tennesses's Democretic Ser. Jim Sasser. Said
one¢ Republicen senator: “He was arrogant, confused, unknow-
ing [and did] 2 miserzbie job of explaining this probiem.”

Obfuscation: Casey is disgusted with congressional intrusion
on the presiden:’s zbiliry 10 conduct foreign pobey. He does not
believe that current oversight legislation reguires the CLA 10
TEPOrT every Dew tachc (such as the mining of harbors under

U.S. direction) in & previously approved covert operztion (like
the conwe war in Nicaragua generally). And 2 Teconstruction
of the briefings be did conduet shows—at the very least——the
oversight sysiem’s vulperablity to obfuscation 2nd confusion,
Toe mining began last December and the contras were claim-
ing credit by Jenuary, Members of the House Intellipence
Commitiee were briefed on the operation at the end of that
montk, but the extent of U.S. involvement required—U.S,
advisers and 1echnical experts operating on 2  CLA “mother
ship” ofishore—was not mentioned by Casey ®or asked about.
Members of the commitiee first learned about that in z
mié-March briefing by Casev, and then
only under persistent questioning from
Democrats Wyche Fowler of Georgia
ané Norman Minetz of California.

Casey first s2ié the mining was being
done by “Leatines,” according 10 2 com-
mittee source. He wes asked repeatedly
who was directing the operation, pick-
ing the targets. “We are,” Casey finally
“said. ““We were stunned at what we had
beard,” szid ope committee Democrat,
““We bad been informed only because
‘we had inquired ... not because they
thought it was anwihing they should

1" Worse, there was

\

-have voluntesred.
littie they coulé do with the classified
“informanion. “Once you know about it,
who the hell can vou tell?” griped an- :
other commities member.

The Senzie Intellipence Committee
had been given even Jess to work with,
elihough the panel and its chairman,
Arizong's Barry Goldwiepnaved:far
supporied the CLA: Cesey made oniy
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U.S. trainers in Honduras: Should Congress know everything? -
single-sentence references to the mining in two March presenta-
tons to that panel, and none of the senziors followed up as
thoroughiy as their House counterpars. Vermont Democrat
Pairick Leahy leamned more by missing & scheduled briefing and
getnizg the story later from “second tier” Cla oficials, Leabw
szys be assumed thet his collezgues on the pauel had Jearned
2¢ much, but there was lintle discussion of the matier among -
them; New York Democrat Danie} Patrick Moynihan felt so
“betrayed” by inadequate briefings that be t0id colleagues he .
would resign as vice chairman of the intellipence comminee,

Open Secret If the ClA’s congressionzl watchdogs really
didn’t know more about the mining than they were willing 10
admit in last week’s uproas, they certzinly had ressor 10 be |
suspicious and demand more informetion—and Leaby says 1
members of the oversight commmittess must immerse. themselves
more deeply in the process. But any covert operation that
Tequires “bands on” involvement of U.S. personnel seems jm-
portant enough for the CLA to point out 10 the mtelligence
commuttess. Indeed, some congressmen say they may insist on
amended oversight legislation requiring more complete report-
ing by the CLA before they epprove even -
part of the $21 million Resgan wants for
the open-secret war in Nicarague.

Asfor Bill Casey, his old palthe presi- !
dent remazins frmly behind him, bur -
‘Congressislikely 10 be more hostile than
ever. Even conservative veterans of the -
intellipence community—pleased by
Cesey’s zbility 10 pump up the CIA
budget—are becoming upset over dam-
age done 10 the agency’s credibility by
bam-hznded covert action and running
bartjes with Congress. After 2 Juncheon
anended by several hundred former in-
telligenee officers 2t Bolling Air Force .
Base last week, one former senior officizl i
reported: “If you had taken a vote there
on whether Casey should resign . . . the
results would have been ‘Godspeed®.”
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Congress bitrerly rebukes Reagan afier reporis of CIA-directed

The phyvsical damage
wrought so far by Lhe
mines thal conire guer-
| rilles took responsibility
for sowing inside the
harbers of Marxist Nic-
_ araguz woul¢ hzardly be
- poced in 2 declared war. The highest re-
poried ally: six Wicaraguan vessels and
six ships of five other pations damaged
but none confirmed sunk; 1en sailors ser-
ously injured bul no one killed,

The politiczal damage caused by the
mining a2nd by subseguent revelations
tha! the American Cla had directed and
supervised it from & mother ship off Nice-
reguz’s Pacific coast is om another order of
magnitude zallogether. A roublesome rift
hes opened in the nation’s alliznces, svin-
bolized by & French ofer 1o belp sweep
he mines from Nicarzguzn wzlers. The

U.S. bes been pul on the Gefensive in
worlé forums, first cesung 2 vewo ip the

{ United Naiions Security Council agzinst
2 complaint by Niczrzgue's Sandinista
governmen! about the mining and other
U.S.-finznced comira activities, then de-
clenng Jast week that the U.S will not ac-
cept the junisdiction of the World Court
on protests filed by Nicaraguz.

But the loudest 2nd by far most seri-
ous detonation of all went off in Congress.
Enraped by a feeling that they had been
misled aboul the Administratien’s Cen-
rz} American policy, and deeply worried
about where that policy is leading, the
Senaie passed by a landslide vote of 84 10
12 & ponbinding resolution demznding
thatl no U.S. money be used 10 mine Nica-
raguen waters. Arizone Republican Barry
Goldwater voiced his collezgues’ anger
ené dismey in &n zsionishingly pungent
letier 10 CLa Director William Casey. Szid
Mr. Conservative: “I am pissed of . ..
The President has asked us o back his

Congressional critics: House Speaker O'Neill; Senator Goldwater

foreipn policy. Bill, how can we back his
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minelaying

foreign policy when we dop™t know what
the hell be is doing? Lebanor, ves, we zll
kpew thai bt sent woops over tnere. Bul
mine the harbors of Wiczraguz? Thisis 2g
act violaling internztiopal law. 11 is 20 &Ct
of war. For the life of me, I don't see how
WE ET€ ROINg 10 explain iv.”

The fury of the response wae starding,
The mining weas anything but secrel, sus-
picions of CLA involvemen: were world:

wide, and Administration briefings had .

offered Congress al least the opportunity
lo confirm them before the press did.
Nopeiheless, though Goldwater inexpli~
cably voted agzinst the zntimining resolu-
Uon, which was ofered by Mzssachusetts
Democrat Ted Kennedy, 42 of the Sen-
ale’s copirolling Republicans, including
even Rezagzn's friend znd campzign
chzirman. Paw Laxel of Nevadz, voled
for 1. Crowed Celiforniz Democral Alan
Craosion: “The President askec for z bi.
pariisan foreign policy. He's now goi 1"
Reagan supporiers closed ranks 1o make 2
House vole on zn identice! resolution
closer zpd more pzrtiszn, but sull it

passed, 28] 10 111. Szid Daniel Orege’
Sazvedrz, coordinator, of the Sandinisis

juptz: “We zpprecizie the efors. the
United Stetes Congress has made a2gainst
the vndeclared war the United Siuates is
waging agzinst Nicaraguz

I the congressionz) rebellion slopped
there, the White House could live with its
conseguences, Administratios  officials
insisied that tbe mining had cezsed more
than & week before the Senzate vole, and it
would not have been resumed in any case,
Rezpan's supporiers ever struck = deal
with Kennedy, under which the Senator
withdrew z motion condemning U.S. re-
fusal io accept World Coun junisdiction
on Ceniral Americen guestions. znd the

White House i return made no eform 1o |

defez: the aniimining resolution.

ut meny Senalors and Represen-

Nicarzguan coniras, crippling if
not ending the gouerrilla war they zre weg-
ing inside Niczrague. There the fighting
Intensified lasl week. with. the conirar
launching coordinszied altacks from
across the Honduran border in the north
and along the swampy Cosiz Ricen bor-

der 10 the south. Fighiing was especizlly”

Lzlives zre delermined 10 go fur- -
wher 2nd cut of 2B} ULS. zid to the

fierce 21 the scvthern town of San Juan -

del Norte, where the rebels were hoping

lo esizblish 2 provisional gevernment.
Conira comumenders 10jd TIME thal they
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- Soviet tanker, have beeg damaged.
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The ClA’s Nicaraguan mining caper is producing an
ironic result: U.S.-backed rebels rather than the

Sandinista regime may end

A political storm that struck with the
suddenness and fury of s spring torna-
do bas left the Reagan administration’s
Central America policy in disarray.

Congressional support for the “se.
cret war” against Nicaragua's Sandinis.
ta regime shows signs of disintegrating.
Further military 238 for E) Salvador ic
It jecpardy. ‘ :

A shift in sepfment among Europe:
en allies toward greater svmpathy for
U.S. strategy in Central Americs hac
been reversed, with Washington op
the moral defensive worldwide,

The dameage, in the view of Republ-
cen zs well 25 Democeratic lawmakers,
has been largely self-inflicted by the
edministration, -

Thunderclap. What set of the stormn
was the disclosure that the Centre) In-
telligence 4gency has directly support-
ed the mining of Niceraguan harbors,
Ships of at least six natons, inc]uding.a

While it has beep willing to finance™
2n army of ant-Sandinista guerrilles in
Nicaraguz, Congress reacted with in.
dignation to word of the minelaying.

~ The uproar wes intensified by the

up as the real victims.

White House's rejection of World |
Court jurisdiction over & Nicara-*!
guaD suit to stop the mining, -
The strength of the lawmakers’ j
challenge to the administration
was underscored by nonbinding
resolutions—approved by the
Senate and House—calling for an
immediate end tc the mining.
Before the vote, the White
House, in an attempt to kmit the
political damage, signzled that

the mining had been suspended and |

perbaps terminated. But there was no

guarentee that this would neutralize |

the revolt against Reagan’s Central
America policy, The consensus among

Capito] Hill observers is that the House :

will reject a measure providing an ad-
ditional 21 million dollars in CLA funds
to back the anti-Szndinista contras.
Without more money, agency off-
cials say; the guerrillas will have to

?start pulling out of Nicaragua within

several weeks. To bypass & roadblock

on arms aid for E) Salvador

deemed |

vital by the White House, Reagan has
diverted funds from an emergency |

Pentagon budget.
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Why iz the controversy over mining
suddenly threatening tc upset the ad.
ministration's Strategy for Centra)
America® .

One explanation: 4 number of Jaw-
makers, who have supported the secret
war in Nicaragu:e reluctantly, felt that
American involvement in the mining
crossed the line of what i morzally and
legally acceptable.

Senator Barr: Goldwater, the vener-
eble Republicen chairman of the Sen-
ate Select Committee op Intelligence,
issued the strongest protest. In a vitri-
olic letter to CLA Director William Cz.

sey, the Arizona Republican declared .

thet the mining “is ap act violating in-

ternational law. It is an act of war,”
Others in Congress were dismayed’

by the adminictration’s refusal to argue

its case before the World Court. It was -

another Republicen senztor, David

Durenberger of Minnesota, who took
the lead in speaking out on this issue:
"Let us tell the executive branch that
Congress would no* ran from World

Court jurisdiction live sorne criminal -

Jjumping bail.”

Growing U.S. role. Even more than

the Jegal end moral tonsiderations, the®
backlash against
policy stems
thet U.S. troops may be drawn into

fighting in Centra) Ameries. o

Said Senator Edwarg Kennedv (D-
Mess.), who led the successtul attack o
the administration’ Strategy in the Sen-
ate: "President Reagan ic mowving us
- toward war. He has moved U.S. citizens

up to the edge of combat, and he hes
involved U.S. cifizens i the hostilices,”

The mining incident came at g par-
ticularly sensitive Tmoment, coinciding
with published Teports of planning for
possible American military interven-
Bon if necessary to forestall & Maryist
victory in Central Americe.

-While Defense Secretary Caspar
Weinberger categorically denjes that
the Pentagon is drafting any such eon.
tngency plans, other officials say that
political policy has now been accepted
that the U.S. must be ready to send in

- Continueg

: ’ | | )
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T By HEDRICK SMITH

WASEINGTON
E%%s RESIDENT Reagan takes off for China today,

A58 incumbent to walk away from-frustrating dead:
locks back home and shift the nation's attention

‘elsewhere. As he makes his first visit to any Communist

country, Mr, Reagan can look forward this week to up-
staging the Democratic Presidential contenders as well
s the Republicans who helped deliver & stinging rebuke
:12 days ago over the mining of Nicaraguan harbors.
Nonetheless, Central Americe dogs him. Congress

i) demonstrating the power and prerogative of an’

1

nounced plans to establish 2 provisional povernment
there 5007, an laea Jong favored by some Central Intelli-
gence Agency oificials, A State Depertment aiplomat re-

marked werily that it was an improbeble venture and
that all Washington should do is “applaud quietly and

--wish them well." The rebels, however, announced that
-+ -they had withdrawn atier being counterattacked, = = .=

More C.LA. Involvement

~TOT (e
Suror Over Central America

The operations of these Nicaraguan “ccﬁ.trasa'"-s-ﬁll ;

.roll Washington. According to the latest disclosures, ;
C.1.A agents supervised not only the.

ing of Ni .1

-1, gaan harbors but also two raids last fall against ¢il stor- -
" ‘age and pipeline facilities at Puerto Sendino and Corinto.

has put a hold on the aid that he believes is desperately
needed, and the growing Americen involvement prom- -

ises to be & major campaign issue this fall. As the Presi-

. dent le% for the West Coest Thursday, morning papers |

carried the news that an unarmed American helicopter
ferrying two Democratic Senators around Honduras had
been hit by heavy gunfire along the frontier with El Sal-
vador end forced to land. Sailvadoran guerrillas claimed
responsibility and said the helicopter had flown over El

Salvador’s Morazan Province (where they are particu- .

larly strong.) American officials acknowledged that the
helicopter might have strayed over the poorly defined
border. Although the two Senators escaped injury, the in-
cident underscored the hazards of the expanding conflict.
' Iz Nicarague, the possibility of still-deeper Amer-
ican involvement arose when & group of American-
backed rebels, the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance,
claimed its first Nicaraguan beachhead by capturing the
southeastern port town of San Juen del Norte. According
to informetion in San José, Costa Rics, the operation was

part ol & strategy directed by the C. L A. The rebels an- .

|

Even before those revelations, New York's Senator Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan made the symbolic protest of re-
signing as vice chairmen of the Senate Intellipence Com-

mittee. He charped the C.1.A. had not “properly” in-

. formed the commitiee about the scope of American in-

volvement in the covert operations. In answer, the
agency said that it had mentioned the port-mining 11
times in briefings for Congress this year, mostly for
House members or staff aides. Some Senators conceded
that if their Intelligence Committee had been more alert
and aggressive in its oversight, It could have found out
more on its own, - ’

Generally, however, the Administration has decided
that the best political tactic is to take the criticism in si-
jence. But President Reagan and other top officials make
no secret of their feeling that they are being limited in
Central America by what they ses as & nervous, obstruc-

. tionist Congress.

The President complained that the political debate
on'Central Americs has *‘strayed too far from reality”
and that more military aid is urgently needed. '"Eco-
“Thomic assistance, as much a5 some people on Capitol Hill

would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the
threat,”” Mr. Reagan declared. .

For many in Congress, the basic problem is not that
it won't deal with reality but that it feels kept in the dark

.~ about the Administration’s real goals and actions. Con-
3. servativé Republicanses well as liberal Democrats com-
" plain about being misled. The broad outlines of the covert

war sgainst Nicaragua have been an open secret for

" months. But the disclosures about the mining and sabo-

tage raids triggered a new public awareness of the de-
gree of direct American involvement and altered the

i political chemistry this spring. The idea spread that the
.- Administration sometimes used covert warfare 10 get

- around Con s and that the C.L.A. and its controversial
- director, W%ixam 7. Casev, were either outrunning other
. policy makers or actuailv calling the tune on policy. Rein-

forcing thet view, officials seid last week that the White !

House had reiected Nicarague's proposed Ambessed
Weshingion at the insistence of the C.1. A, overruling the
advice of Secretary of State George P. Shultz,

Continued
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MR CASEY- WHAT ARE YoU Qem\/ © \E'Re JUST TRYWG To STOP THe FLow

UP To IN NICARRGUAZ OF ARMS To EL SALVAPOR. |

TIE CONTRAS YoU FUND SAY THEYRE OUT To - ~THAT \WOULD STOP THE FLOW
OVERTHROW, THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNNENT S o ARMS
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Covert War in Central

Troubles a Hill

During the summer of 1975, David F. Durenberger, an !

executive for & St. Paul, Minn., company that did con-
siderable business selling ‘paints and plastics in Central

America, received a letter from his 12-year-old son, who

was spending part of the summer in El Salvador.

“He talked about the disparity between rich and poor,
about & 250-pound cop with a machine gun,” Durenber-
ger recalled. “It’s so obvious when you go through those
countries. You'll see something, their version of & modern
shopping center, and go off the edge of the parking lot
end there’s a ravine and people living on the side of a hill
with no running water.”

- Durenberger, a Republican from Minnesota who was

elected to the U.S. Senate in 1978 to complete the un-
expired term of Democrat Hubert H. Humphrey, said his
business experience in Central America during the 1970s
mede him & strong supporter of long-range economic aid
es & soluticn to that region’s turmoil. :

But as a member of the Senate Select Committee on. -
Intelligence, Durenberger has had to grapple for more

then two years with troubling short-term proposals: the

Reagan edministration’s covert war against the leftist

Sendinista government of Nicaragua,

“The recent exposure of the CIA’s direct involvement -

in the mining of Nicarsguan harbors hes undercut con-

gressional support for funding the secret war and raised

new questions about the performance of the two congres-
siona! intelligence committees that were established to

oversee the activities of the CIA. :

Thus Durenberger finds himself being questioned
about a secret war that isn't secret anymore. It is clear
from e series of recent interviews that the moderate Re-

_publican has become increasingly frustrated by the ad-
ministration’s policy in Central America, -

After opposing it earlier, he voted for funding the co-
wvert war for the first time last fall, but is trying to get

Congress involved more directly in determining the pol-

icy. He mentions the “discomfort” he feels when Repub-

lican colleagues challenge his patriotism and that of oth- '

ers who ask questions about administration proposals.

Durenberger said President Reagan believes he can
eesily rally public support for his Central-American pol-
icies.

“He seys, ‘All T've got to do is go on television. I don’t
worry about the American public, because I know if I go
on television and tell them, like 1 did on Grenada, re-
member how I went end turned the whole thing around?’
So if push comes to shove in Central America he'll just
go on television with his charts and ﬁictures and have
them eating out of HARRKRAVed For
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Dealing with the moral and pragmatic questions of at-

tempting to oversee & secret war is more difficult from
Durenberger’s perspective. “When 'vou put your objec-
tives in the hands of someone else with a very different
set of objectives and then hand him a rifle, you're just
asking for it,” he said. .
. Durenberger criticized UN. Ambassador Jeane J.
Kirkpatrick's statements that the United States should
not ‘unilaterally abide by international law while rivals
flaunt it..“That’s an eye for an eye. That's the Israeli
- way, the Libyan way, the Iranian way ... The ends jus-
tify the means. That's a whole philosophy that America
_has disowned throughout our history,” he said.

He doesn't feel, though, that the administration is
using the same “eye-for-an-eye” rationale in the covert
war against Nicaragua.

“They are interdicting, trving to hold the land. Some |

people are dying. That can be justified as a civil war that
would have happened anyway. And theoretically we
aren’t doing it just to kill people. We are doing it for &
political objective, which is to get the Sandinistas to
agree to the original goals of their revolution.”
Durenberger said he went to the Senate with 2 back-
ground that included training es an Army counterintel-

ligence specialist in the 1950s and training at a Catholic .
coliege “totally dedicated to fighting world communism.”

But he opposed funding for the covert war at first be-
~cause he felt that the people of Nicarague would turn on
.the Sandinistas without outside help. “I felt the only

thing that would keep the people from turning on them
was for us to appear to be turning on the revolution and
that is, in effect, what happened with the covert action.”

He also acknowledges that a review of his record on
Central America “looks like I've been on all sides of this
thing.” ‘ ,

As a newcomer to the Senate in 1979, he was one of
the few Republicans to support President Carter’s plan
to send aid to Nicaragua. And though he opposed the

* covert funding in the Intelligence Committee’s secret
votes in the spring of 1982, he supported President Rea-
gan's policies during his own reelection campaign that
fall.

A year ago, he said, he was o concerned by the vague
objectives of the covert operations that he went to see
William P. Clark, then Reagan’s national security affairs
adviser, and warned the administration that he would
propose ending the secret aid. He did so. But when the
administration came up with a new “finding” to justify
the program last September, Durenberger voted in favor
of it for the first time.
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By Ceorge Lardner Jr.

UST EIGHT YEARS ago, on

& April 26, 1976, the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee headed by the late ;
Frank Church (D-Idaho) concluded a |
remarkable investigation of the na-
tion’s ‘foreign intelligence activities
with a heavily censored report on the
wasteful spending and questionable
opetations they so0 often entailed: ,
ere was a lot of brave talk on :
Capitol Hill and in the Carter-Mon-
dale campaign at the time about the
need for a comprehensive legislative
charter for the intellivence communi-
t¥, 2 new rule of law to cure the “se-

t Jus

cret - practices that have eroded the
processes of open democratic govern-
ment,” as the Church committee put
it. - ’ -
Instead, it took Congress four
years, uniil 1980, simply to oblige the
CIA, by law, to keep the by-now-per-
manenit House and Senate Intelli-

gence Commitiees “fully and cur- /

rently informed of all intelligence ac- |
tivities.” As for covert actions, the !
committees were, as a general rule, to -
be notified, in general terms, before
they were initiated. In tum, Congress”
agreed to scuttle an older Jaw that
the CIA had always bemoaned, re- .
quiring the notification of other,
potentiallv more obstreperous com-
mittees in addition to the intelligence
panels. .

In fact, the battle for candor has
always been an unequal one, as the
current furor over the mining of

Nicaraguan harbors attests. CIA offi-
cials like to bill themselves as dutiful
citizens, bound by the rigors of the
law, but in fact, the agency has never ‘
been dedicated to genuine compli- |
ance with any measure meant to con- |
trol it. It operates on & much more .

corrosive principle. It trims, it skirts,

it looks for loopholes.
B
The gbsurdities of the debate over

U.8. backing for the Nicaraguan con.

tras and their guerrilla warfare offer

one example. Members of the House .
Intelligence Committee secured pas-

sage not long ago of a law stating that
no U.S. funds could be

i pledge. . .
* through March 1984, either the dj.
- Tector or the deputy director briefed |

22 April 1984
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ment of Nicaragua.”
faced reply of the CIA and the Rea-
gan administration has been that
that is not our purpose, even if it is
the contras’. And so the funds have
" continued to flow. :
“Probably no other organization of

» the federal government has taken
- such liberties in interpreting its le-

gally assigned functions as has the
CIA,” Harry Howe Ransom, a lead-

" ing scholar in the field, has written, It

18 an observation that cannot be
stated often-enough. The agency’s

foot-dragging in reporting its offshore
control of Nicaragusn mining opera-

. tions offers yet another example. CIA
the episode :
shows, is not in the habit of volun. .
the Intelligence .
Oversight Act of 1980 notwithstand. |

Director William Casey,
teering informatjon,

ing.

It's bee_n said that “Casey wouldn't
tell you if your coat was on fire —
unless you asked him.”

“If you ask me the right §u%tion, I
irector himself |
saying. This, of |

will respond,” the d
has been quoted as
course, is the same Bill Casey who as-
sured the Senate Intelligence Com-

mmittee at his 1981 confirmation hear-

ing: “I intend to comply fully ;.Eih

the spirit and the letter of the Intelli- |
gence Oversight Act. I intend to pro- |
vide this committee with the infor-
. mation it believes it needs for over-

. sight purposes.”

And this, of

and his staff have kept that

. From December 1981

the congressional ~ committees 30!
times on Central America, . . . Since -
the first of this year, the subject of
mining of Nicaraguan ports has been
discussed
staffers of the committees and other
members of Congress 11 times.”
That begs the question of how ey-
tensive the discussions were, of

, Of course, is the same |
- CIA that blithely asserted in a public |
- statement a few days ago: “Mr. Casey
. believes the record will reflect that he

with either members or .

According to Sen. Danie] P.
Moynihan (D-N.Y.), who plans to re-
Sign as vice chairman of the Senate
commitiee in protest, Casey men-
tioned the word “mines” once in the
course of a two-hour meeting March

€ and.once again March 13, both .

e, ——

times as pért of ﬁ"‘éfﬁgﬁgr}ynbbsdue :

sentence.” -

One lesson to be learned from all
this is that the House Intelligence
Committee headed by Rep. Edward
Boland (D-Mass.) does a far better
Job of oversight than the senators.
House members and staffers, sources

say, knew last October of the CIA

“mother ship,” and its early role in a
raid last fall on the Nicaraguan port
of Corinto. It learned in January of
the CIA supervision of the mining of

Puerto Sandino. But only by persist- -

ent questioning. - :

i

|

The committee started asking ::
about things like “mining” as long .
ago as last June. It never got an ink-

ling of the operation until after the

fact. The committee has always had
to “pull teeth” to find out what the
CIA was doing, even when Stansfield
"Turner was director during the Car-
ter years. And lower-level CIA offi-
cials have been even more exasperat-
ing than Casey.

In short, the CIA is not complying
with the spirit and the letter of the
oversight statute and it never has.
Congress has a right to be “fully in-
formed,” not a duty to ask the right

questions. But the oversight commit- _

tees have let the habit set in.
Ever since Frank Church, who died

this month, closed down his investi- |
gations in 1976, his Senate colleagues

have been unctuously bowing and

scraping to the CIA — to win the |

agency's “trust.” Having uncovered

all those peccadilloes, the good sena- !

“ tors were afraid the CIA would stop
talking to them altogether. And their

1
i

: counterparts in the House, headed by |
- Rep. Otis Pike (D-N.Y.), were ‘
. brought to heel by what happened to
" their widely leaked report. The

Wb tvak For gﬁ&%ﬁ?@fﬁ%ﬂv@mﬁﬂﬁm -00901R0004000400
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~ House voted to suppress it. Remem-

t won't tell you your coat’s on fire unless you ask

purpase of overthrowing the govern- |
The straight-

/11l We Ever Harness Qur Rogue Agency? |

The CIA doesn’t Le, i

i
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By BARBARA REHM

For five months the Reagan admin-
istration has grappled with scenarios
like this, trying to find a moral and
political strategy to deal with 'a
frightening new kind of warfare:
terrerism sponsored by such sovereign
stales as Libya, Iran, North Kores,
Syria.  _ - X S

In the face of the threat, President
Reagan signed a secret national secur
ity directive April 3 that administration
officials say will improve America's
ability to launch preemptive and re-
talialory strikes against terrorist
groups abroad. Under the broad man.
date of the document, the United States
will hold states that export terrorism
accountable and will use “every legal.
means” to stop them. It represents a
major new development in U.S. policy.
For the {irst time, the United States
will g0 on the offensive. -

ClA Director William Casey calls
‘state-sponsored terrorism “a new.
weapons system that obliterates the-

distinction between peace and war.” He

says there are 50 major terrorist
groups and hundreds of “mom-and-pop
shops” of terrorists for hire. Their-
training bases are strung out across—
and under the protection of—Iran,
Libya. Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria,
the Soviet Union, Romania and -Cuba. .

“The wuse of. terrorism allows
sponsoring states to act without fear of
a reprisal attack,” warns Benjamin

Netanyahu, deputy chief of mission at

the Israeli Embassy in Washington and
& director of an Israeli institute that
studies terrorism. The institute is

named in honor of his brother, the only -

Israeli commando killed in the famous-
1676 rescue raid on Entebbe, _

-THE SOVIETS, radical Arabs and
Islamic fundamentalists, he says,
- “share one thing: a deep hostility to
the institutions and governments of
the Western world.” -

The policy review grew out of the |
anguish and frusiration over the Oct. !

23 bombing of the U.S. Marine Corps
hesdquarters in Beirut that killed 241
American servicemen.
bloodiest terrorist atta

. - - ;
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Washington (News Bureau)—It is 11:10 on g brilliant spring morning.
Tourists crowd into the Capitol to watch the Senate debate on the C1A’s role
in Nicaragua. Suddenly, a flash of blue-white light, a hollow roar, and the
ceiling of the ornate chamber collapses under the force of 2 powerful bomb

_anguished America demands action,

:hitting Tripoli directly? ~ .

‘agents, licensed to-kill?

blast: 63 persons, including 14 senators,
*  The United States blames five Libyan nationals. | ntelligence teams trace

their movements -across Europe and back to 2 base near Tripoli. An -

What does the President do: Send in a comﬁzémda squad o ‘nock out the -
- base? Impose sanctions against Libya for training and protecting terror.
ists? Bomb selected Libyan economic targets as punishment? Retaliate by

. -And what if an intelligence agency had warned the United States.three
days before the bombing that an attack was imminent? Could the President
have acted then? Without abselute proof? Should the United States get into .
the business of terror to combat terror? Should we have counterterror

are dead; 101 persons injured,

American target and demonstrated the
flaws in the nation's.counterterrorist
strategy. The administration is also
concerned that terrorists may strike in
the United States during the Olympies
this summer in Los Angeles-or during
the Republican and Democratic nation-

al conventions. . - . '

"The President’s new directive called
on 26 federal agencies to develop de-
tailed plans to fight terror. One official
familiar with the drafting of the docu-

ment said the United States is looking

to redirect intelligence gathering—
both here and-abroad—and to develop
a command center to coordinate and
act upon intelligence tips about
terrorists, ' '
The  directive does not-envision
mounting assassination plots against

foreign leaders who sponsor terrorism. :

But the administration is looking to
better coordinate its military capability :
to respond. It has called.for creation.

and training of special paramilitary
forces by the CIA and the FBI and has

.moved to place a number of special
forces under direction of a special-

operations agency controlled by the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Pentagon is

‘preparing a “menu of _tai‘gets” that will
make it easier to strike preemptively or.

retaliate quickly. -

IN- ADDITION, the White House
twill draft international treaties that

cover extradition of terrorists, ruleson

landing rights and new laws to deal
with nations that offer havens to

terrorists or that use diplomatic mis--

sions as a base for terrorist activities.

As part of the administration over-
-haul of its counterterrorist operations,
the White House also will present a
package to Congress, setting up a

$10 million fund to pay out enormous

rewards for information about terror-

ists, ‘and expanding .federal prosecu- -

tion powers against people involved in
_terrorist conspiracies . and “political
hostage-taking. .. o

. Joel Lisker, staff director of a Sen.
ate subcommittee on security and
terrorism and for nine years an FBI
_agent, says there is “strong sentiment
-on Capitol Hill” for fighting terrorists

in this election year, In 1983 there were

Continuea
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By Terry Atlas

- ASHINGTON—Six months ;
./ @ago, William J. Casey was
awarded the CIA's highest

: medal for, the citation said,
restoring the agency's credibility

and H‘bring'mg imsagination to our-

operation.’

* Now there mayv be some at the
Central Intelligence Agency who
wonder whether it should recall its
medal from the nation’s top spy-
master whose very secretiveness,
ironically, has drawn the agency into
its potentially most -damaging con-
{rontation with Congress in a decade.

The uproar over what congress-
men claim they weren't told about

the CIA’s role in mining Nicaraguan-

ports has provoked the kinds of
troubling questions about covert op-

erations last heard in the mid-1870s '
amid disclosures that the agency

spied on Americans and plotted to

kill foreign leaders. And it raises

doubts about the effectiveness of the

congressional oversight process,

~ which may lead to new restrictions
on how the CIA is permitted to go
about its cloak-and- ag

in Central America and elsewhere.

“The recent furor is hurting the :
CIA, and 1 think that’s rean% {00
r

bad,” observes Lt. Gen. [ref.] Brent

Scowcroft, national security adviser -
during the Ford administration and :
President

.an informal adviser to
Reagan. .

BESIDES COSTING the adminis-
tration congressional acquiescence
for its not-so-secret war against Ni-

caragua’s Sandinista government, .

the controversy is endangering sup- i

port for its broader policies for Cen-

.tral America, including action on

gmergency-military aid to El Salva-
or. :

At the center of all this is Casey-—
wealthy businessman, Reagan con-
fidant and manager of his 1980 presi-
dential campaign, cold warrior and
spvmaster. His roots go back to the
Office of Strategic Services, the
ClA’s predecessor, where he direct- -
ed American spies dropped behing
Nazi lines in World War 1I.

Approved For Relt
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Seen emerging from & black limou-
sine wearing a dark raincoat and
hat, he looks like hie could have been.
dispatched to the CIA’s headquarters
in nearby Langley, Va., by ceptr:?l
casting for the part of the nation’s
mp “Spo‘ﬂ(_.”. . .

\Gruff and abrasive, his tendency

to mumble when he speaks reinfor-
ces the impression that he is being
less than forthcoming, which indeed
is often the case. Friends and critics
alike joke that he is the first CIA
director who doesn’t need a.
telephone voice scrambler to protect
his conversations. )

“HIS PERSONALITY tends to
turn a lot of people off,” .says one
Capitol Hill staff member privy to

Casey briefings... .

Since taking over as CIA chief .

three years ago, Casey has achieved

. his-aims_of getting more money for
- the. agency, rebuilding its covert op-

erations side and making it an active
tool in Reagan's aggressively anti-
Soviet foreign policy. He clearly con-
tinues t6 have the confidence of the
President and his closest White
House advisers. But his determined

style has seriously hurt QIA »1_'_e‘1;§tions :

»,", BI85 GIA-R

Wiliiam Casey

asey al e
s storm with Congress

& 07

A

de A

OlAl

with many in Congress, who blame
him for keeping them largely in the -

dark about the mining and the CIA’s
role in the previous attack on Ni-

. caragua’s oil supplies.

For his part, Casey makes little
effort to conceal his scorn for Con-
gress, which he feels has unfairly
guestioned his qualifications, his
judgment and his integrity since his
appointment in 1981,

Members of Congress faulted his’
selection as inappropriate because
he had run the President’s cam-

aign. Later his judgment was chal-
enged when the man he put in
charge of the agency's clandestine
operations was accused by 2 busi-

laws and resigned [aithough he was
never char%]ed with violating any
laws]. And be was attacked for his
ersonal financial dealings while
ead of the CIA.

* MOST RECENTLY he has been
interviewed by the FBI as part of its

‘investigatior of how the 1980 Reagan

campaign obtained documents from
the Carter White House.

In appearances before members of
the House and Senate Intelligence
Committees, Casey has proven a
most reluctant, sometimes hostile,

“ness associate of violating securities -

often arrogant witness who offers :
information only sparingly and

grudgingly.

" “He tells us the bare minimum,”
complains a staff member on the

House Select Committee on Intelli-

gence.

His problems reflect style as much
as substance, appointing, for in-

stance, a 30-year veteran ¢f the
"CIA’s clandestine operations, Clair

George, to oversee congressional re-
lations. “He is a full-fledged spy
where, in my judgment, openness
and communication are the skills
that you want,” savs a staff member
on the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence. “Instead, thev've got
somebody with a 30-vear career for

- secrecy.”

Continued
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CEA returns to cloak

By James McCartney STAT

Ingutrer Weshirgion Bureau

STAT
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“and-dagger:
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WASHINGTON — A new anti-ter- ' ' gg: .

rorist policy adcpted by the White
House includes pians for infiltration
of secret operatives into terrorist or-
ganizations on a large scale in the
Middle East, Central America and
the Caribbean, according to sources
.o the US. imtelligence community.

The new, aggressive ‘plan 10 fight
terrorism, these sources said. is part
of a major administration effort 10.
give the cloak and dagger back to the

Central Intellizence Agency by re.
bullding the .agency's clandestne-
A . creased from about 2 percent or 3

services. S e

The United- States is going back
into the spy business in a way that
was largely abandoned ‘during the

Carter administration, using what

the Cl4_cells “human collection”
techniques — as opposed 10 techno-
logical ime]]igence-gathering
through such means as spy satellites
— the sources said.

The CIA's role in the mining of
Nicaraguan harbors and attacks on
oil facilities, exposed in recent days,
illustrate part of the rebuilding pro-
gram — but only parf — according 1o
several sources. some of whom have

-participated in secret briefings.

New agents have been hired by the

score: more than 800 clandestine po-
sitions cut by Carter have been re.
stored. New Cl4 offices have been
opened around the world. And new
plans have been laid for supersecret’
projects built on buman intelligence
‘techniques, involving spies, sabo-
teurs, guerrilla warfare experts and
many other kinds of secret opera-
tives. '

Some details of the gettough policy _
on fighting terrorism came 10 light
during interviews with present or
former officials who have directed
or monitored 1S, intelligence activi.
lies. They agreed to discuss the topic
on the condition that they not be
identified.

Aided in part by the close friend-
ship of ClA Director Willi asey
with President Reagan, the C1A has
become the fastest growing part of
the federal goverament, expanding -

al a rate even faster than the Penta.

o0 budget, according to sources,

»Casey. 71, who was Reagan's 1980
CBIpaign manager, has said that
‘ihe government turned its back on

ifitelligence, and the process of gath-

ering it" in the Carter administra.

won. “1 want to restore the earlie;, gan on Dec. 4, 1981, which says: “No

0d - days,” he has said. :
=Under Casey, the ClA budget now

Soars over S1.5 billion, a substantia] °

increase, and' the amount appor-
toned 1o clandestine services in-

[&rcent to about 10 percent, accord-
ing 10 sources who helped draw up
budget. . . R
=The exact amount of the ClA bud.
get has always been a closely held -
government secret. The ClA money
¥ buried in the Pentagon budget,
2nd only a handful of top adminjstre-
n officials know how much it is,
&Yoday, the major projects are the
secret war against Nicaragua, 1o

¥lich about 150 agents have been °

assigned, and the new anti-terrorist
campaign. -
~The key 1o anti-terrorism, say sev-
eral curent or former officials, will -
infiltration, even though prob-
IPms raised may skirt the edges of*
the law and raise new controversies .
for the frequently embartled CJa.
=Tt is the only way you can pene-
trate,” one longtime intelligence spe-
cialist said, .
<You've got to get your own people

_on -the inside of terrorist organiza-

ons to find out what plans for ter-

erist action are. That means they
may have to participate in some pret-
B--hairy activities 1o establish their
Credentials. They’ll have 1o 8o along |
on the small stuff so that they can be |
&found when big action is planned.
e.Some of our people may have to be
& part of low-leve] assassinations and
will have 10 keep their mouths shut -
0. protect their cover,”
" A congressional source suggested
another possible indirect U.S. role in
agsassinations.
-

Castro may be target ‘

-ﬁFor example, this source said, Cu-
ba's President Fidel Castro — once a
specific target of ClA assassination
atlempts — may again be a potentjal
larget, this time of non-Americans

. dsraeli approaches and likes what he

. churts the

but possibly with thé UNSpoRen ac-

quiescence of the CIA, _ )
Asked about this possibility, a CIA

spokeswoman, Pat Volz, said the CIA

would adbere strictly to & presiden-
tial executive order signed by Res-

person -employed by or acting on j
behalf of the US. government shall :
engage in or conspire to engage in
&ssassinations.” - _ )
: Casey said in a recent interview:
"We dont engage in assassinations.”
~The administration’s anti-terrorist
tampaign will include preemptive
srikes and direct reprisals, and bhas
been modeled on Isracli techniques, -
according to -both administration :
and congressional sources,
“President Reagan has studied the

sees;"-a source said. “He likes it be-
cause he thinks it works. . - 1
<."The next time there is a terrorist g
attack on the U.S. we'll handle it like :
the Israclis . handle theirs. We'll
mrike back” . .

«rA counterterrorism strike force, of
about 100 to 150 people, has been
built on the Israeli mode] and set up |
in the Defense Department,

Team for terrorism

The CIA also has established small
eams 10 deal with terrorist inci..
«dents. Casey all but openly acknowl-
edged the US. plan in a recent
interview with US. News and World
Report. *
+.”There's a question of deterring
“terrorism by sending the message
4hal if the terrorists attack there will

:be retaliation,” he said, “The Israelis,
=for example, send the message: ‘If
we're hit from your territory, that's
=your responsibility and we're going

o kick you in the teeth somehow.’

. =1 think you will see more of that

= retaliation against facilities con.
Tected with the country sponsoring -
‘the terrorists, or retaliation that just

»which sponsor terrorism.”

The secret war against Nicaragua,
'as one former high CIA official de-
*scribes’it, started out as a small oper-
-ation and got out of control. No one

Coab'nuad_
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GOP Senators Betray Reagan’s

Central American Efforts

Are the Senate Republicans to be
taken as serious people with serious
purposes in mind? Their despicable,

panicky performance in gathering -

around a2 measure condeming U.S aid

10 the Nicaraguan “Contras”’ surely

suggests not.

The U.S. Senate—the GOP-con-,‘

rroiled U.S. Senate——voted 84 10 12 last
week (see rollcall at right) for a
‘‘sense-of-the-Congress’’ resolution
condemning CIA participation in help-

ing the ‘““Contras’” mine the harbors of '

Marxist-Leninist Nicaragua, an action
approved in February by President
Reagan himself, i

~. The ‘resolution was introduced by
one of the Sandinistas’ greatest friends
— and one of the Republicans’ greatest
foes — Sen. Teddy Kennedy
(D.-Mass.), and its overwhelming sup'-
port was viewed 2s a stinging rebuke to
the Reagan Administration and its anti--
Communist Central American policy.

The New York Times headline of -

April 11 resembled the headlines of

hundreds of papers across the country -
and abroad: ‘‘Senate, 84~12, Acts to -

O_ppose Mining Nicaragua Ports,”
with the first subhead saying: “‘Rebuke
10 Reagan.” The Left was lapping it
ap. . . i .
The so—called revelation that the U.S.
. was helping Latin commandoes sow
N]_caraguan_ harbors with acoustic
mines was viewed with supposed
‘“horror’’ by our senators. And House
Speaker Tip O’ Neill (D.-Mass.) insisted
the dis;losure — almost certainly a leak
from the House or Senate intelligence
commitiees——would sink the Admin-
Istration’s request for further fundine
of the *“Contras’’ operations. i

Whether this would be the final result

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R00040004000 &4

is still uncertain, but the stunning sup-
port of the Kennedy resolution has
clearly jeopardized the entire Reagan
policy.

What is supremely shocking
about this vote is not that Teddy -
Kennedy — who has never met a
Communist -revolutionary he
couldn’t stomach — offered his
pro-Sandinista, anti-Reagan res-
olution, but that the Republicans
in the Senate would rush to em-
brace it. - :

No fewer than 42 Republicans de-
cided to crown Teddy and the Oriega
brothers with this magnificent triumph.
Majority Leader Howard Baker was

*'quick to snuggle Up to Teddy’s resolu- -
tion, but that was only somewhat sur-
prising. Far more jarring is that such
GOP conservatives a$ Bob Kasten

~({Wis.), Bill Armstrong (Colo.), Paul

"~Trible (Va.), Paula Hawkins (Fla.) and
even Paul Laxalt (Nev.) joined in this
Democratic effort to repudiate the Pres-
ident and an integral part of the
Reagan policy in Ceniral America.

Just what do these Republicans think
they are accomplishing by such a polit-
ically cowardly act? No doubt each can
offer some sort of argumeni—though
we have not yet heard them utier one
that carries any weight—but what their
vote has objectively done is to further
the cause of the Left in Central
America, to furnish the Sandinistas
with a huge propaganda victory, and to
give the seal of approval to liberal plans
10 cripple the C1A’s efforts 1o save this
region from Communist domination.

These senators should be blessing the
President and the CIA for their efforts
to rid this area of the Communis: {orces
now threatening our strategic back-
yard. Indeed, they should be urging the
Administration to do even more.

The situation, so far as our Nica-
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Security Fxper
Jiffer on Effects
Of CIA’s Mining

By Joanne Omang -~

and Walter Pincus

Weshington Post Swatf Writers

Former national security affairs

edviser Brent Scoweroft said yester-

- day that the CIA’s mining of harbors

in Nicaragua “s hurting the CIA”

harming Reegan administration ef-

forts to deal with the leftist Sandi-

nista governmens in Nicaragua and

- reducing the ability of the United

Ststes o use covert action as a pol-
icy tool. -

In addition, Adm. Bobby R.

Inman, former deputy director of the

CIA and director of the National

ecuripy Agency, said that, with few
-exceptions, such covert operations

are a bad idea because they seldom -

;re supported by the American pub-
ic.

Ar.xother senior intelligence com-
munity figure, former CIA director
William E. Colby, said The degree of

agency involvement in the mining of '

Nicargguan waters was no different
from its participation in other covert :

paramilitary operations worldwide.
Scowcroft, a retired general who
has served over the past two years as
& part-time -adviser to President
Reagen on arms control and strate-
gic weapons, told reporters at a (
breakfast meeting that the mining |
conitroversy has “got in the way of a
serious debate over Nicaragua” and
that something must be done to
limit the Sandinista regime’s appar-
ent desire to export revolution.
However, covert action “will be
less availeble in the future” as a pol-
jey instrument because of the cur-
rent debate, he said. .
“I think the recent furor is hurting -
the CIA, and that’s too bad,” be-
cause the agency is just recovering
from eriticism during the late 1970s

of its eerlier covert operafhpproaed For Rel®ade Sbe5mekes SoImRDPAA-00901R0O

WASHINGTON POST

21 April 1984

croft said. He was a national “security .
adviser to presidents .Nixon and
Ford. ! T g ’

" “In fact, e added, if the mining

was done “as an act to convince Nic-
aragus” to stop exporting arms, per-
haps “we should have done it overt-
ly” in order to be more effective.
Other possible open actions might
include “a blockade or a quarantine,”
hé said.

+ Scowcroft-said covert operations
ghould be small in order to avoid
discovery. “You employ covert op-
erations to disassociate the United
States from the activities,” he told
reporters. “When they get as massive
as this seems to be, then they are
more difficult” to keep secret and

. “tend to be counterproductive,” he _
said. .

Inman ezpressed similar views |

“I'm not prepared to cast an absolute
vote, but if you are going to decide
you've got to do something beyond
diplomacy and trade,” he said, “do it |
overtly. Do it large. Do it fast. And
get out fast. Don’t get involved in
one that’s going to have a long-term
commitment. If it does, that's not -

boat” going In

going to be sustainable.”

Inman, interviewed at the com- |
puter research consortium he heads |
in Austin, said most covert opera- |
tions start because of frustration
with diplomacy and overt action, or .
for domestic political reasons, not !
because covert action is the best way
to deal with an internationel prob.
lem.

" " But public consensus that the ac.-

tion is appropriate is essential to its
success, Inman said. “If you cannot
build a consensus that holds, the

policy is in trouble,” he said.

Colby, in an appearance taped for
broadcast today on Cable News Net-

STAT
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that, in actions during the 1960s in
Laos and Cuba’s Bay of Pigs, agents
“were providing ' logistics, communi--
cationis,” " air " transport, {raning,
things of that nature, and liaison, -
coordinstion, but not going out to
the patrols and in the fights.” ~
In Nicaregus, “it was consistent
with what I said: C[A officers were
more than 12-miles offshore in the
boats, providing support for the ac-
tusl operation going in as distinct

from the CIA officer being on the

ing In to lay the mines
Colby said. o

Cc}»iby, who was ClA director from
1873 to 1976, said mem.bers of the
intelligence committees in Congress
understand the degree of, CIA par-
ticipation in covert actions and that

' he would have briefed them on the

mining “the way I understand it was
done on this occasion.” )
Some committee members, In-
cluding Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee Chairman Barry Goldwater (R-
Ariz), said they were mot properly -
briefed in advance. Both houses of
Congress lest week approvesi non-
binding resolutions condemning the
,!P_ining_- o . ! -
Serious questions about White
House staff coordination and review
of CIA covert operations in Nicara-
gua also were raised yesterday by a
former Nixon aide who asked not to
be identified. ' ]
This former official said he be-
lieved that the “international impli-
cations” of the CIA mining operation
had not been adequately reviewed
“and probably - fell through the
cracks” in the White House stgff.
Internal competition and conflicts
among presidential advisers :a_nd
Cebinet members, this former aide

id. had led to a breakdown in the
ii%qhﬁmgmt had worked in
previous administrations.
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The high-tech trail

America and Europe face a long prospect of imperfect choices over trade that
could provide Russia with new technologies of war ’

One of the most welcome things about the computer
revolution that began 15 years ago is its habit of
undermining centralised authority and controls. But the
habit 1s hard to kick. The same innovations that are
starting 1o perk up western economies are also trans-
forming war-fighting abilities all over the world, includ-
ing Russia's. The new technologies of war are proving
no easier to confine than their peaceful cousins.

This is what lies behind the ill-tempered debate
between the United States and western Europe, and
within America itself, over what to do about high-
technology exports to the Sovier Union. Europeans are
tempted to think of this new dispute as another version
of the fight that broke out in 1982 between them and the
Reagan administration over contracts to supply the
Siberian gas pipeline. There are some famihar ele-
ments—especially the persistent American view that
America has the right to continue controlling American
products and technology even afier they have passed
into the possession of foreigners. But there is a basic
difference between the pipeline dispute and the more
recent high-tech squabble. In 1982 there was a disagree-
ment between America and western Europe about the
right aims of trade policy towards Russia. This time the
purpose—to keep militarily useful things out of Russian
hands—is not in dispute. But how to do it?

. Separating civil sheep from military goats
Modern armies march on electronics. Guns, bombs and-

aircraft are becoming less important than the computers
that direct them, the communications equipment that
lets commanders keep a rein on battlefield action, and
the signalling devices that reveal an enemy’s position
while hiding one’s own. Russia, which has not shown
itself adept at inventing such things, is making every
effort to try to buy or steal them from the west.

21 April 1984

=

The trouble is that the new military technology is
being driven by, and often cannot be distinguished
from, the new civilian technology. The silo-busting

_accuracy of Russia’s nuclear missiles comes from preci-

sion grinders that the Soviet Union freely bought in the -

west during the 1970s when it had not occurred to
westerners that they might be useful for grinding ball
bearings to go in a missile-guidance system. At the
other extreme, America is now requiring export li-
cences for heart monitors, because the defence depart-

ment believes that some of the chips they contain couid !

be used for missile guidance. The list of such dilemmas !

will inevitably lengthen.

The overlap of civilian and military uses is bringing °
two quite proper objectives into a headlong crash. One

is that the west should do_all that it can to avoid arming
Russia. The other is that the freer trade is. the better for

everybody—particularly trade in the newest technol- :

ogies, which greatly increase productivity wherever
they are installed. There are.several losers when a
French hospital” buys a second-best heart monitor
because the American one has been held back by a
tangle of export-control red tape.

When the American congress -comes back from its
Easter recess, it will probably hammer out a new

version of the Export Administration Act, which ex- |

pired six months ago and has been kept alive by
emergency extensions since. Some time in the next few
months the western allies in Cocom, the informal
committee where they work out their joint policy on
military exports. should at last agree on a new list of
banned high-tech exports to replace the . yellowed
version drawn up 10 years ago. But the way in which the
new rules are administered will martter as much as th
rules themselves. '
The American defence department, whose influence

Continued
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‘Such Appropriate Letters’

As a retired federal employee, I read with no small
amount of relish and a tinge of envy the letter Sen
Barry Goldwater sent to Bill Casey [April 11}. Would
that we in the executive branch had been permitted to
write such appropriate letters to the addle-headed
mush-mouths with whom we had to desl

I never thought I'd want to vote for Barry Goldwa-

. ter. Now, probably I would

—F. George Drobka
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‘Keep the spooks in the shadows

As the late Chairman Mao Zedong observed, power grows

- qut of the barrel of-a gun. The-ClA has the guns in Central

America. angd therefore wields increasing power in Washing-

ton. That's too bad. The CIA’s mandate is to gather and assess

: intelligence for the benefit.of policy makers in the State and
' .Defense Departments and—ultimately—the President. When ',
i the CIA-also helps drop bombs on oil refineries in Nicaragua |

* " and mine Nicaraguan ports, its basic mission is likely-to be
. Of course, in this grab for policy power, the agency has -
strong allies like Jeane Kirkpatrick. ambassador to -the |

United Nations, a diplomat by designation but.a cold warrior

by inclination. With her backing, C1A Director William Casey

seems to have the President’s ear and whispers into it that

the Sandinistas can be overthrown by his army of “contras”

if the wimps in Congress will pony up & mere $21 million.

Foreign policy should be set by the President and

executed by the State Department, not the ClA. Once it gels

into the business of running wars it wil} inevitably produce

“facts” to justify its policies. Thatl was the iesson of the Bay

of Pigs, one of its many disasters. - . ...

— R T e L TRt
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U.S. ran a red light

TOM BRADEN

[0 sooner had he expressed
his outrage to Willlam
¢ Casevaboutthe CIA= min-
L. N_ingof Nicaragua's harbors
than Sen. Barry Goldwater cast his
vole against & resolution condemn-
ing .

The aging warhorse of the con-
servative cause thus staked out a
position which is seemingly illogi- .
cal but which at its very core
defines precisely where the coun-
try stands and what most
Americans believe. The position is.
as follows: :

We recognize that covert action
is & necessary instrument to the
successful cenduct of foreign
policy. We don't want to tell our
presidents that they may not itse
covert action. But we are (Sen.
Goldwater's expletive deleted)
when covert actions become public,
embarrassing the country and
dragging its standards in the mud.

Which is exacily what the CIA’s
mining_operations have accorm-
plished. The revelation that we had
stationed an American ship off the
Nicaraguan coast, hired mercenar-
ies to run bombs into Nicaraguan

harborsand damaged the vessels of
ancientallies engaged inlegitimate
trade wasthe firstembarrassment,

What were we to say to the Brit-
ish, the French. and the Dutceh, not
to mention the Russians? “Oh, dont
bother about it; I'm looking at the
fender right now and I can hardly
see the dent?”

We ran a red light and we got
caught.

After that came the second

‘ embarrassment. We announced

that we wouldn't accept the juris-
diction of the court. That's right,
We, who last used the World Court
to hold vp before the world the fact
that Iran had viclated internationa)
law by taking diplomatsas hostages
turned logic on its head. It was as
though, after running the red light,

we had offered up the explanation -

that we cidn't mean to get caught.
It was 100 much for the Senate to
stomact. Toc much even for Repub-

Hean leader Howerd Raker B9 For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2
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much for conservatives Paul Trible,
Jake Garn, Paul Laxalt, Roger Jep-
sen and William Armstrong. Only :
10 of the habitual denizens of right-
wing caves voted against the res-
olution. Plus Bob Dole and Barry .
Goldwater. . .
Both of whom say they were just
asembarrassed asanybody else but “
wanted to maintain the principle
that the president is entitled to
employ covert action. He is and has
been since 1947. ButI wishMr. Dole
and Mr. Goldwater had given some
thought to the purpose of covert
action before they cast their votes.
Because their long-ago prede-
cessors who legalized covert action
and set up an agency charged with
responsibility for employing it
were fully aware that what they :
were doing was to give the United
States of America an “*out,’ a way to
finesseits ownideals, its own stated
objectives and its own Jaws when it

was absolutely essential to.do so

. e |
and when doing so could be plau-
sibly denied.” =~ 77T
Reduced to plainer English, that
means the people to whom we give
responsibility for running red

lights must not get caught, -- X
William Casey and his colléagues
at the Central Intelligence Agency
got caught. They planned an opera-
tion which in hindsight at least
appears to have been plain stupid.
Did they suppose that they could
put mines in harbors open to inter-
national trade without getting
caught? Did they suppose that the
governments whose flags the dam-
aged ships were flying would not
complain? Did they count the cost
of getting caught? :
It may be that a changé of gov-
ernment in Nicaragua is essential
to the United States. But the main:
tenance of international law is also
essential to the United. States;
Covert action is a means for
achieving one vital interest without
impairing the other. This particular
covertaction damaged both. Sowhy .

‘not condemn it? And why not ask in

addition whether those who
planned thisoperation are any good -
at their jobs? : ?
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Reagan Urged to Go to American Peoplé
on Nicaragua Issue

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN - !
Special 1o The New York Times 1
WASHINGTON, April 19 — Adminis- |
tration officials said teday that some
Vhite House officials have wurged
President Reagan to make a speech to
the American people to overcome Con- |
gressional resistance to §£21 million in.
additional aid for the Nicaraguan
rebels.

1 think the only way we are going to
get the money,"” an official said, *‘is by
the Presiden: going over the heads of
Congress, to the people, to lay out the
situation and persuade them that there
is an important middle ground between
tota} war and total peace.” :

Other officials hope a compromise
czn be worked out. A State Department
official said that, once Congress re-
turns from its Easter recess next Tues-
cay, there will be an opportunity for
discussion to see what can be done.

The officials said no decision was
likely until Mr. Reagan returns from
Chinz in 11 days. But they noted that
zvailable money for the rebels was al-
most exhausted and that the aid pro-
gram would be imperiled if Congress
did pot approve the §21 million soon.

Senate Voted Money April 5
Tne Senate zpproved the request

! substitute appropriations bill oﬁ'ered‘

YORE T
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One is for a House-Senate conference
to settle differences between a $1.4 bil-,
! lion Senate appropriations bill that con- |
tains £21.million for Nicaraguan rebels,
and a House bill that contains only $150
million in African famine relief.

The other is for the House to takeup a |

Democrat of New York, the vice chair-
man, that M=, Casev dig not properly
inform the committee apout the scope
of the American involvement.

Under the recommendations. the
committee aices said, the C.1.A. would
be reguired to certifv each week that it

by Representative Jamie L. Whitten, !
Democrat of Mississippi, chairman of
the Appropriations Committee, which
contains $50 million in aid, none of its,
for the Nicaraguan rebels.

Neither approach would prov;de
money for the insurgents.

Last fall, when the Congress first ap-
proved $24 million for the Nicaraguan
rebels, the House at first did not sup-
port the aid. But House conferees
agreed to it in conference with the Sen-
ate. For this to happen again, the Sen-
ate conferees would have to fight

1 strongly for the request.

Two Hearings Are Scheduled
The Administration hopes to end the |
feud with the Senate [ntelljgence Com-
mittee. next week. Two hedrings &are
scheduled. The first. on_Monday, will
be Involve staff members of the com-
mittee and of the Central Intelligence

Agency, through which the money for!
the Nicaraguan repbels is being jun-

ApTi 5, but House Democratic Jeaders
have vOwel not to_vote any Inonev.

neled. The other hearing, on Thursda
will involved senators ana senmor C.I.%.

“employees last week, he said reports

Smf‘e nece April 5, kev members of the Sen-
zie Szlect Comm’t’ee on Intelligence
have comruiained that William J.
Caseyv, the Durector of Central Intelli-
gence, dic not inform them adequately
2bou. Amesican involvement in the
mirng o Nicaraguan harbors and in a
Taié_against Nicargguan ol storage
tanks,
—'\"ice President Bush, referring to the |

Nicaraguan rebels as Contras, told the
Overseas Writers club today:

*I'think it would be very, very bad if
the Contras receive no funding from
the United States, If vou deny the Con-
| tras any support at all, you facilitate
. the overthrow of a nelghbonng regime !
which is going the democratic route,
which has not perfected democracy,
but is head and shoulders above the
Sandinistas.”

He was alludmg 10 the Reaga.n Ad-
ministration’s argument that aid to the
Nicaraguan insurgents was justified on
; the ground that the Nicaraguan Gov- .
! ernment was aiding the rebel forces in !
ElSalvador.

Two Legislative Appmaches

There are two legislative possxbﬂ-'
ities when Congress returns, Congres-
sional staff aides sa:d

officials.

Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Democrat
of Vermont, who is a committee mem-
ber; said in an interview that there
were so many senators who *‘justifia-
bly feel they were not briefed adequate-
ly” that there is a credibility problem
between the Congress.and the intelli-
gence agencies.

*We should charge admission to the
hearing next week,’’ he said, ‘‘because
there will be so much storming with
people pointing fingers at each other,
accusing them of this and that.”

Senator Leahy, who opposed aid for
the Nicaraguan rebels, has said that he
was sufficiently briefed on the nature
! of American involvement in the activi-
ties against Nicaragua.

Committee Recommendations

Cornmittee staff aides have drawn up
some recommendations. Some of these
reflect the complaints bV Senator
Barry Goldwater, Republican ol Arni-
i zona, the commitiee chairman, and
; Sen nawr Daniel__Patrick Movnihan,

has not undertaken anv new significant
operations without Tully informning the |
commitiee, Mr. Casev would be re-
quired 1o testifv onlv under oath, and
the C.1.A. legisiative liaison officer
Clair George. Woulg %reglaca.

“Mr. Casev has insisied that he has
complied 7ully with the law in his briei-
ings.Ina Bﬁietm distributed to C.LA.

that Congress had not been properly in-
formed were “‘not true.”

‘“We have v met all statutorv re- :
guiremerts_on notifying our intelli-
gence oversight committees on the cov-

* €TT_acuon program in Nicaragua,’' he

wrote. ‘“This agency has not onlv com-
, plied with the letter of the law in our
briefings, but with the spirit of the law

.as._ﬁll "
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. Inouye: No Significant

! - o
Rewald-CIA Link Is Found

.By Charles Memminger
Star-Bulletin Writer

A’ US. Senate committee has
investigated the ClA’s connections
to Ronald Rewald’s defunct in-
vestment company and has found
no significant involvement, ac-
. cording to Sen. Daniel Inouye.

However, the U.S. House Com-
mittee on Intelligence has begun
a similar probe, it was learned
yesterday.

Inouye said the Senate Commit-
tee on Inteliigence, which over-
sees CIA activities, conducted a
vstaff study” of Rewald’s claims
that the CIA directed him to
form Bishop, Baldwin, Rewald,
Dillingham & Wong, then pump-
ed millions of dollars through the
company to secret ClA projects
around the world.

“It would be safe to say that
the involvement by the ClA) was.
n't significant,” Inouye told the
Star-Bulletin yvesterday. Ipouye
said there are several levels of
“staff study” and that the com-
mittee was satisfied after its ini-
tial probe that there was no need
1o go further in Rewald’s case.

“It is significant that it hasn’t
gone beyond that,” Inouye said.

The report on the investigation
is classified, he said.

“That doesn't mean there is
something exotic in there)”
Inouye said. “It is just the nature
of the agency's work.”

THE STUDY was begun in Te¢
sponse to news coverage of the
fall of Rewald's company and
federal court action sealing CIA
material found in Rewald’s files.

Inouye said that whenever the
CIA is involved in a court case
‘the Intelligence Committee looks
into the matter.

While the Senate may be satis-
fied that the CIA was not signifi-
cantly involved in Rewald's
company, the House Committee
on Intelligence still is in . the
midst of a probe.

Michael O'Neil, the committee's
.chief counsel, would not discuss

the probe, saying Mpprdbell Hisr Releass's

committee “is in the process of
looking into all of the allegations™
‘surrounding the case. He said the
‘probe began about a month ago,
also apparently because of the
growing publicity surrounding
the case. i

Rep. Cecil Heftel said in a
meeting Wednesday with Star-
Bulletin editors that the House
Intelligence Committee should
Jlook into the CIA’s role in the
Rewald case. The CIA is “not one
of our most credible institutions,”
he said. .

O’'Neil said he expects more
interest in the Rewald case as it
gains more national attention.
Washington, D.C., residents could
read about the Rewald saga in
both the Wall Street Journal and
the Washington Post this week.

CHS NEWS also is looking into
afe ca=—-ng ‘bar bought some
thateris® (& the British Broad-

casting Corp., according to David
Taylor, producer of a BBC seg-
ment on the Rewald case.

The BBC program, aired a few
weeks ago in Britain, stressed Re-
wald’s allegations of intense CIA
involvement in his company.

What congressional investiga-
tors as well as state and federal
criminal investigators have to do
is sort out a mass of conflicting
information concerning alleged
ClA activities within Rewald's
company. .

They have to decide if the CIA

was careless enough 'to use Re-
wald’'s obviously transparent
“kamaaina” business concern as a
front for secret dealings, or
“whether Rewald was clever
enough to convince retired CIA
and military officials to add cred-
ibility to his comlgany. .

For instance, there are teletype

. messages between Rewald in

Honolulu and retired Air Force
Capt. Ned Avary in Paris con-

" cerning the sale of military arms

{

to Taiwan. The documents are im-

. pressive because they refer to the

purchase of tanks, laser-sighting

devices, helmets and other mili-.
: CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

Avary acknowledges that he
did make contact with an arms
dealer in Paris and did send the

. telexes. ‘But he says the deal
. hever went through and that Re

wald's purpose in seanding mes
Sages was to generate impressive-

-looking documents to bolster the

appearance that the ClA was
heavily involved in bis company.

Rewald’'s attorneys say the
arms deal was real and was com-
pleted. They have sent a letter to
ClA Director William Casey de
manding payment of the $10 mil-
lion commission made on the
deal. :

IF INVESTIGATORS are to be
convinced of a Rewald-CIA link,
they have to believe that:

»” Rewald stole secret plans
to the Japanese High Speed Sur-
face Train for the CIA in the
late 1970s. Rewald supporters say
he did, but officials at Japan Air
Lines, developer of the train,
have said they doubt it. They
said they actively sought interest
in their train designs.

»* Rewald met with an Afghan
rebel at a outdoor Waikiki cafe
one night, just after the Soviets
invaded Afghanistan. A Rewald
associate, who was at the meet-
ing, said the rebel was looking
for arms from the United States.

» Rewald was sent by the CIA
to Argentina during the Falk-
lands Islands war to find out if
repayment of US. loans were in
jeopardy. The. investigators will

-* have to find out why the United

States would send an inexperi-
enced investment adviser (who
previously had gone bankrupt in

Continued
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By Mike Connolly
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Members
of Congress from both pariies
— troubled by a growing rift
with CIA Director William Ca-
sey — are pressing the White

House for his resignation to

save the administration’s Cen-
tral American policy.

“I have been told that sever-
al (senators) have communi-
cated that suggestion to high
authorities at the White
House,” Sen. Daniel Inouve, D-
Hawaili, said in a telephone in-
terview Thursday.

In his remarks, Inouyve, first
chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, did
not call for Casey (o step down,
but noted that covert aid to
Cenal America “is just about
nil now" because it needs a "re-
lationship of trust.”

“l can assure you it’s seri-
ous,” Inouye said. “I've had

both Democrats and Republi-,

cans tell me that it would be in

everyone’s benefit if Casey,

_Embattled CLA director William Casey has faced critics

before: -

confirmation hearings.

ree corporations before his

B July 18, 1983: Casey agrees to place stock portfolio into
a'blind trust after criticism for trading several million dol-
lzrs worth of stocks in firms with clessified CIA contracts.

B Nov. 11, 1983: Casey denies before House penel any
role in obtaining Carter White House briefing papers while
managing Ronald Reagafi’s presidential campaign.

would resign. ... These are se-
rious suggestions, seriously
made.”

Casey was unavailble for
comment.

Congress is adjourned for
the Easter recess until Mon-
day, but is expected to take up
the issue of Central America
following disclosures that the
CIA helped mine Nicaraguan
harbors without full knowledge
of Congress.

Sources close to the Senate
leadership confirmed Thurs
day that leaders from both
houses have privately “suggest-
ed” to senior White House
aides that Casey step down.

But White House spokesman
Larry Speakes, en route with
President Reagan to California
on the first leg of his trip to Chi-
na, said he was unaware of the
resignation talk.

Inouve noted Thursday that
it would be difficult now for the
White House to get the money
it wants for El Salvador even in
the GOP<ontrolied Senate.

“I'm not suggesting that Mr,

W May 18. 1981 Federal judge rules Casey in 1968 misied
investors in a $3.5 million fund-raiser for & New Orleans
company while serving on the firm’s board. Lo :

B July 18, 1981: Max Hugel, Casey's spy chiel, resigns -
under White House pressure after former business partners
accuse him of stock manipulation — which Hugel denied.

R July 29, 1981: Senate panel clears Casey after he failed
to report stock holdings in th

UPI
CASEY: Party leaders have
suggested he step down.

Casey has done anthing wrong

or illegal,” he said. “Many
times it can be 2 question of
personalities.”

Inouye's comments foliow
the failure of the CLA to notify
the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee — as required by law —
that it was seeking an addition-
al $21 million for cavert aid to

the anti-Sandinista forces bat-
tling the leftist Nicaraguan gov-
ernment.

The -disclosures by Inouye
can be expected 10 carry sub-
stantial weight on Capitol Hill.
He is viewed as being well-pre-
pared, even cautious, in his
public statements.

. Others have suggested previ-
ously that Casey resign: Sen.

Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., be-

{ cause of a Casey appointee’s

stock dealings, and Sen. Joe Bi-

_ den, D-Del,, who called for Ca-

sey's resignation after ques-

" tions were raised about Casey’s

continued playing of the stock
market after he'd taken over
the CIA post,
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President’s Aides
'\"i"eigh Shifting
Behate From CIA

By David Hoffman
Washingion Post Staff Writer

The White House is searching for
new aporoaches 1o build public and
congressional support for President
Heagan's policies in Central America
afier sethacks over the ClA's role in
covert werfare against the leftist gov-
ernmeni. of Niciragoa, senior admin-
istratior. officials sald vesterday.

Several presidential aseistants and
Republican poiitical sirategists said

- Reagan should attempd to shift the
debate away from covert CIA activ-
ities and focus it instead on the larg-
er goal of stopping the spread of
communisin in the region.

“It’s all how the debate is framed,
and if we get sidetracked on the CIA
and the World Court, it’s a loser,”

_zaid & White House cfficial. “We've
got to come back to first principies.”

This reassessment follows over-
whelming votes by the House and
Senate in support of a non-binding
resolution condemning the CIA-

backed mining of Nicaragua’s har- -

bers, the strongest congressional re-
pudiation of 2 Reagan foreign policy
to date. With its reguest for military

aid to El Salvedor stalled, the White

House then bypassed Congress and
invoked emergency authority to send
the aid.

The administration  officials
stressed that Reagan is deeply com-
mitted to the current course of his
Centrzl Americen policy. Regardless
of the political risks, they said, Rea-
gan is not likelv o pull back from
the region, as he did under pressure
in Lebanon. '

)
_A-)E
20 April 1984

Thev said Reagan is determined
w prevent Soviet- and Cuban-
backed forces from toppling anv
democratic government in the region
“on our watch,” as one of them put
it. -

But some administraiion officials
are privately worried about the po-
‘litical fallout of the recent disclo-

sures that the ClA plaved a direct

10le in the war being fought by reb-

els against the leftist regime in Nic-

araguz, including the mining of har-

‘bors and the CIA-directed attack on

a Nicaraguan oil storage facility.

These officials said they believe

that political support for Reagan's

larger goals in Central America could
be undermined if the focus becomes CIA activities
rather than what Reagan has called the “faraway,
totalitarian power” that is “committing enormous
resources to change the strategic balance qf the
world by turning Central America into & string of
anti-Americen, Soviet-style dictatorships.”

“We can sell Central America if it's not & clan-
destine CIA thing,” one official said. “The C1A has
a connotation, something we shouldn’t be doing,
and it brings up Chile and the Bay of Pigs.”

As a result, the officials said they wanted to
change the focus of the debste away {rom the CiA
and its covert activities, even though they believe

! such a shift will not affect the actual CIA role in

Central America or the basic policy the adminis-
tration is pursuing.

Several officials noted that CIA Director Wil-
liam J. Casey has close ties to Reagan personally
and that he has used them to win approval for
CIA activities in the region.

__ They_also noted that chief of staff James A.

Baker III, who is often the White House adviser
most sensitive to potential political problems for
Reagan, has been a staunch hacker of the admin-
istration effort in Central Americs, and would be
unlikely to urge Reagan to change course now,

Baker, because of his differences with Casey
over the investigation of how the 19580 Reagan
campaign obtained briefing papers from the Car-
ter White House, is extremely reluctant to inter-
fere with Casey on the details of the CIA's Central
America operations, officials said.

But several officials said there wes general
White House agreement that a new “education
effort,” es one put it, was needed on Central
America after the president returns from his
China trip. -

WASHINGTON PQOST

SIAT

“We've got to get off the defensive and b
. EO0L 10 gei { ack 1o
;he ,Otfleni{ve, seid one informed official. “If we
iren’t getting out” of Cent i I
“let's sell jt.” enirel America, he added
In recent days, some officials discuss
. ) d scussed & pos-
‘smle Reagan speech that would be designec? to
“sell” the Resgan policy, but the ides wez dis-
carded because there wes not enough time befors
Reagan left for China. The speech maey be given
later, however. A '
_ Rengan has faced this probleri before, He de-
livered a speech last April 27 to & joint session of
Congress to shore up suppost for his Central
America policies. But “the Congress and the peo-

ple need to have important things sold and then
resold,” said & GOP strategist, -

Republican political strategists said it was “pre.

mature” to determine whether the disclosures
about the CIA's role would hurt Reagan political-
ly; polls have yet to be taken on the subject.

“Foreign policy is Jooming out there g6 an is-
sue,” said one informed GOP strategist.

“But today the criteria that people are eaing” to
judge Reagan “is almost solely ecomomic” he
added. “They are working and inflation is down. If
the criteria switches to foreign policy, it could be &

problem, but right now all you can sy is 8 future,

potential problem.”
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Key CLA. Role

Seen tn Barring

Of Nicaraguan

By PHILIP TAUBMAN

Specizl to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 19 — The
White House rejected Nicaragua's
Deputy Foreign Minister as the next
Ambassador to Washington at the
insisience of the Central Intelligence
Agency, Administration officials said

| today. .

They said the decision overruled a
recommendation made by Secretary of
Stale George P. Shultz and refiected
what they described as the dominant
roie the C.I.A. has taken in determin-
ing United States policy toward Nica-
TZgua.

The rejection, disclosed in Nicara-
guz on Wednesday, was confirmed by
the State Departinent today.

Nicaragua Sanctions Weighed

At the urging of the C.I1.A., Adminis-
tration officials said, the White House
ir 2lso considering imposing economic
sanctions 2gainst Nicaragua, including

t &n ebargo of banana imports and the

~cancellation of landing rights in the
. United States for Nicaragua’s national

&irline, Aeronica.

These measures have been opposed .
by the State Department, the officials |
.52i¢. A final decision on the sanctions -

hasnot been made. B
Another sign of the C.I.A.’s ascend-

lancy in shaping Nicaragua policy was

|
|

the miring of Nicaraguan harbors,
which Admiristration officials have
said was proposed and encouraged by
the intelligence agency as part of its
three-year effort to harass the $Sandin.
istas by supporting Nicaraguan rebels.

Intelligence officials said the C.I.A.
objected to Nicaragua’s choice for Am-
bassador, Nora Asiorga, because of her
rele in the 1978 murder of an officer in
the Nicaraguan National Guard who
was @ key operative of the C.1.A. The
officials szid that Miss Astorga lured
the officer, Gen. Reynaldo Pérez Vega,
10 her bedroom where he was slain by
Sandinista revolutionaries.

Administration officials said the
C.LA’s growing role in shaping policy
toward Nicaraguz marked the latest
development in a series of internal
power strugeles that have marked the
Administration's meanagement  of

~
20 A
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policy in Central America. Theoretical-
ly, the officials said, the State Depart-
ment now directs the developmen: of
policy. Langhorne A. Motley, Assistant
Secretary of State for Latin Armerica,
chairs an interagency committee that
formulates policy.

In practice, however, the officials
seid, the State Department often has
little influence over final decisions,

with the Defense Department dominat- :

ing policy discussions about El Salva.
dor and Bonduras and the C.I.A. taking
thelead on Nicaragua. :

The State Department, the officials |

said, sometimes goes along with Penta. -
gop or C.LA. initiatives despite reser-
vations to avoid -gaining a reputation
for being soft on Soviet and Cuban in-
terference in Central America.

- White House officials said major
decisions about American policy in
Central America are discussed at Na-
tional Security Council meetings,
which are usually chaired by President ;
Reagan and include the Secretary of |
State, the Secretary of Defense, the |

TLLApproved Fof' Releas@&2006R1/Z8TAA-RDP91 -00901T000400040001 -2

The influence of the C.I1.A. has risen
and fallen over the years in response to
the relationship between the Director
of Central Intelligence and the Presi.

dent. The C.1.A. under Allen Dulles, for :

I
!

example, had substantial influence in ,
+the 1950’s because he was on good
termns with President Eisenhower, In |

addition, his brother,
Dulles, was Secretary
agency fell out of favor in the Nixon Ag-
- ministration, partly because of strains
‘i between Richard Helms, the C.I1.A. di-
_irector, and President Nixon.

However, because the
agency has traditionally
background, ‘support role in foreign
relations, its current influence is
viewed with some alarm by other agen-
cies, particulary the Srate Depart-

intelligence
assumed a

.| Ient, where many officials believe the

C.LLA’s  activist tendencies have
skewed American palicy toward Nica-
ragua.

Administration officials sajd Mr.
Shultz, partly because of what they de-
scribed as his conciliatory style and

Secretary of the Tréasury, the Attor- | partly because he does not feel as

ney General and the Director of Cen-_"

i strongly about

Central American

tral Intelligence. Final decisions, the | issues as Mr. Casey or Secretary of De-

officials said, are made by Mr. Reagan
in consultation with the White House
national security adviser, Robert C.
McFarlane.

C.1.A. Support for Rebels

The C.I.A.’s role in policy develop-
ment, the officials said, stems partly
from the agency's primacy in manag-
ing support for the rebeis, a major
component of American policy. Rebe)
forces number from 12,000 to 15,000
men, - according to intelligence offi-
.cials.

But they said the C.I.A.’s position,
enhanced by the close relationship be-
tween President Reagan and William
J. Casey, the Director of Central Intel.

ligence, has expanded trom that opera- ,
tional role to one of major influence

over Washington’s
Managua.

The agency’s influence, they said,
has also been aided by the presence of
two former C.1.A. officials in key posi-
tion at the White House and Defense
Depariment. The former agency offi-
cials are Nestor D. Sanchez, the
Deputy Assistamt Secretary of Defense
for Latin America, and Constantine C.
Menges, Special Assistant to the Presi-

relations with

dent for Latin American affairs. | making policy, not George Shultz.” __ |

1t is unusual, although not unprece-
dented, for the C.1.A. to become 2 key

- player in policy development, the offi- -
cials said, noting that the agency ex- :

erted considerable influence over
American relations with the Shah of
Iran before he was ousted by Mosiem
fundamentalists in 1979. :

fense Caspar W, Weinberger, fre-
quently does not present the State De.
partment position forcefully in Na-
tional Security Council meetings.

The officials said, for example, that
Mr. Shultz’s recommendation in favor
of accepting Miss Astorga as Ambassa- -
dor was not emphatic and was sent to
Mr. McFarlane, the White House na-
tional security adviser, rather than di-
rectly to Mr. Reagan.

Detending their role, State Depart-

ment officials said today that they did
not expect the White House to approve
economic sanctions against Nicara-
gua. “The C.I.A’s pushing that but
I they aren’t going to get it,” a State De.
| partment afficial said.
. They also said Mr. Motley remained
:the main American representative in
! discussions with Nicaragua about im-
| proving relations.

Assessing the relative influence of
the C.I.A., Defense Department and
State Department, 2 senior Pentagon
official said, “'If you look at actions,
which are always the clearest expres-
sion of policy, you will find in Central
America, especially in Nicaragua, that
Bill Casey and Cap Weinberger are

John Foster !
of State. The !

|
!

STAT
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A season of reckoning

An issue that must be thrashed out this
spring in Washington is whether Americans,
tHrough Congress, have a right to redirect a
presidential foreign policy that threatens to en-
gulf this nation in another jungle war.

- The impending Central American disaster is
the ‘brainchild of an aberrant team of policy-
makers; including UN Ambassador Jeane Kirk-

patrick;"Undersecretary of Defense Fred Ikle,

CIA Director William Casey and a few lesser fig-
ures. These include Nestor Sanchez, Deputy As-
sistant “Secretary of Defense;. Constantine
Menges, a Natjonal Security Council spectalist:
and Gen..Paul Gorman, the head of the Penta-
gon’'s Southern"Command. =~ ==

: Thisteam™is adventurist when it' tomes 1o~

using military force, radical in jettisoning es-
tablished ' norms of -international behavior,
careless in its-analysis of Latin American politi-
cal troubles-and scornful of the Congress of the
United States: T " _
Kirkpatrick, the most important Reagan
strategist on Central America, won Reagan’s
confidence - with "a tortuous argument that
right-wing “authoritarian™ tyranny is prefer-

able to left-wing regimes which are presumed

beyond redemption. She has a cool ‘forensic
style. but her message is sometimes hysterical.

IA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2
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In an ABC-TV appearance Sunday, Kirkpatrick

suggested that accepting lefrists in Central .

America means accepting “‘nuclear missiles™

and “‘chemical weapons" as well.

Although House Democrats have permitted”

$32 million in foreign aid for other countries to
be “reprogrammed” to El Salvador, President

Reagan resorted to an emergency provision of -

the Arms Export Control Act. This lets him
“draw down” the money without congressional
approval. Casey, meanwhile, has been reported
to be considering laundering US funding for the

covert war against Nicaragua by passing it |
-through-“straws” such as Israel or Saudi Ara- |
B bia:.n..-..—....!‘ A e o

In its zeal for a military victory over leftist

forces, the Administration intends to ignore’
Congress, or evade its will. By flaunting his
emergency draw-down authority for El Salva-
dor and by persisting in the Nicaraguan war,
Reagan is telling Congress that it does not
count. That means telling the American people
they do not count. - - ' :
- Many Americans would beg to differ. If tha
message is getting through to their elected re-
presentatives, this could be a season of rethink-
ing, redirection and reckoning. -
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U.S. ran a red light »

TOM BRADEN

[0 sooner had he expressed
his outrapge 1o William
Casey aboutthe CLA’s min-

_ingof Nicaragua's harbors

than Sen. Barrv Goldwater cast his

vole against a resolution condemn-

ing it.
;T he aging warhorse of the con-
servative cause thus staked out a

position which is seemingly illogi-

cal but which at its very core’
defines precisely where the coun-
try stands and what most
Americzns believe. The position is
as follows: .
We recognize that covert action
Is a necessary instrument to the
successiul conduct of foreign
policy. We. don’t want to tell our
presidents that they may not use
covert action. But we are (Sen.
Goldwater's expletive deleted)
when covert actions become public,
embearrassing the country and
dragging its standards in the mud.
Which is exactly what the CIA's
mining operations have accom-
plished "The revelation that we had
stationed an American ship off the
Nicaraguan coast, hired mercenar-
ies 1o run bombs into Nicaraguan

harbars and damaged the vessels of
ancient allies engaged in legitimate
trade was thefirst embarrassment.

What were we to say to the Brit-
ish, the Frénch, and the Dutch, not
to mention the Russians? “Oh, don’t
bother about it; I'm looking at the
fender right now and I can hardly
see the dent?” o

We ran a red light and we got
caught.

- After that came the second
embarrassment. We announced
that we wouldnt accept the juris-
diction of the court. That's right.
We, who last used the World Court
to hold up before the world the fact
that Iran had violated international
law by taking diplomatsas hostages
turned logic on its head. It was as
though, after running the red light,
we had offered up the explanation
that we didn’t mean to get caught.

It was too much for the Senate to
stomach. Too much even for Repub-

lican leader Howard Ajsprovéd For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

of getting caught?

much for conservatives Paul Trible,
Jake Garn, Paul Laxalt, Roger Jep-
sen and William Armstrong. Only
10 of the habitual denizens of right-
wing caves voted against the res-
olution. Plus Bob Dole and Barry
Goldwater. o

Both of whom say they were just
asembarrassed asanybody else but
wanted 10 maintain the principle
that the president is entitled to
employ covert action. He is and has

been since 1947. Butl wish Mr. Dole .
and Mr. Goldwater had given some

thought to the purpose of covert
action before they cast their votes.
Because their long-ago prede-
cessors who legalized covert action
and set up an agency charged with
responsibility for employing it
were fully aware that what they
were doing was 1o give the United
States of America.an“out,’ & way to
finesse its ownideals, its own stated
objectives and its.own lews when it

- was absolutely essential to:do s0

and when doing 50 could, be plau:
sibly denied. ™.~ e
~-Reduced to plainer Efiglish, that
means the people whom we give
responsibility for running red
Lights must not get'caught. - .
William Casev and hiis éolléagues
at the Central Intelligence Agency
got caught. They planned an opera-
ton which in hindsight atl leasy
appears to have been plain.stupid.

!~':'-': .Did .they suppose’ that they could

put mines in harbors open to inter-

national trade without  géiting

caught? Did they suppose that the
governments whose flags the dam-
aged ships were flyving would not
complain? Did they count the cost
. It may be that a changé, of gov-
ernment in Nicaragua is essential
to the United States. But the main;
tenance of international law is also
essential to the United’ States;
Covert action is & means for
achieving one vital interest without:
impairing the other. This particular!
covertaction damaged both. So why

not condemn it? And why not ask in -

addition whether those who

- Planned this operation are any good.

at their jobs? L
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Aggressive C.IA. Chief

19 April 1984

William Joseph Casey

By PHILIP

Specinl 1 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 18 — As de-
bate over the United States involve-

ment in the mining of Nicaraguan |

harbors has grown in recent weeks, |
William J. Casey, the Director of Cen- |
tral Intelligence, has become the cen-

tral figure in the dispute.
Man Although the mining
in the was recommended by an |
. interagency committee "’
News

and approved by Presi-
dent Reagan, Adminis-
‘tration officials have said the opera-
tion was ultimately Mr. Casey's
project from inception to execution.
They said it was a quintessential re- |
flection of Mr. Casey's aggressive, -

TAUBMAN

“Then, Mr. Casey's personal fi-
nances came under scrutiny and
Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi-
can of Arizona, the chairman of the
Senate Select Comrnittee on Intelli-
gence, called for his resignation. The .

-committee was concerned about-

financial holdings that Mr. Casey bad

failed to report before his confirma-

tion hearings. Mr. Casey said he had~
inadvertently failed to disclose all of

his holdings at the time.

Questioned on Carter Papers |
More recently, Mr. Casey has been

| questioned by the Federal Bureau of

Investigation about his role in the

action-oriented leadership and deter- -RE28aN CAIpaign’s acquisition of

mination to confront what he believes
t¢ be Communist subversion in Cen- |
‘tral America.

the officials said, was also a reflec-
‘tion of Mr. Casey's combative person-
-ality and strong aversion to Congres-
‘sional monitoring of intelligence
-operations. i

. When Mr. Casey assumed office as
Director of Central Intelligence in
1981, a job that gives him broad au-
-thority over all the Government’s in-
telligence-gathering agencies as well |
as direct responsibility for the man-
agement of the Central Intelligence
Agency, he told colleagues he wanted
1o keep the C.I.A. and himself out of
‘the news. It has not worked out that :
way. Now and at other times during
his tenure, Mr. Casey has often been
at the center of highly charged dis-
‘putes.

Managed Reagan’s Campaign

Even before taking office, Mr. "
Casey was attacked by members of

ngress as an unsuitable choice to
run the natjon's intelligence agencies
because he had been the manager of
Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign.

Midway through 1981, Mr. Casey’s .
judgment was questioned when Max -
C. Bugel, the man he had appointed to
manage the C.1.A’s clandestine
operations, Jresigned after former
business associates accused him of
violating securities laws. Mr. Hugel
denied the accusation and his accus-
ers dropped out of sight after becom-
ing the subjects of a Federal criminal |
investigation. Mr. Hugel was never
charged by any state or Federal
agency. : )

material from the Carter White

‘House during the 1980 campaign. Mr.
i Casey has denied any involvement,

The resulting furor with Congress, = &lthough recently published memo-

randums wriften by Reagan cam-
paign aides in 1980 suggested that he
was at least aware that informarion
was being obtained from the Carter
re-election organization.

The current dispute over the harbor
mining, like some earlier conilicts
with Congress, appears to stem in
part from Mr. Casey’s combative
personality and concerted efforts to
make the C.1.A. an active participant
in Mr. Reagan's assertively anti-
Soviet foreign policy.

While many intelligence officials
give Mr. Casey credit for obtaining
large budget increases for the C.L.A.

— financing for the agency has in- .

creased at a rate of nearly 25 percent
a year since he took office — and im-
proving the quality and timeliness of

; analytical reports, he bas been criti-

cized for damaging relations with
Congress and leading the C.1L.A. into
risky covert operations, including the
support of Nicaraguan rebels.

In Conflict With Legislators

His distrust of Congress is legend-
"ary at the C.I.A. and in the Senate and
House intelligence . comimnittees,
where Mr. Casey’s frequent appear-
ances often deteriorate into angry ex-
changes with lawmakers. Mr. Casey,

according to current and former col- -

leagues, has held the Congressional
committess in contempt since mem-
bers first questioned his qualifica-

- tions and then investigated his per-

sonal finances.

STAT]

His affinity for covert operations is
equally well known. Drawing on in-
terests he first developed during
World War II when he was a top offi-
cial of the Office of Strategic Serv.
ices, the predecessor to the C.L.A.,
Mr. Casey has encouraged a resump-
tion of the kind of covert activities
that went out of favor in the late
1970’s. "

Sometimes  bypassing  senior
agency officials to run operations
himself with the aid of middle-level
operatives, Mr. Casey, according to
intelligence officials, has traveied to
Honduras and El Salvador in un-
marked, private planes to check on
support for the Nicaraguan rebels.

Wealth Put at Over $ Million

William Joseph Casey was born in
Elmbhurst, Queens, on March 13, 1913.
‘After graduating from Fordham Uni-
versity he studied law at the St.
John's University School of Law and
went into private practice, beginning
a career as a lawyer and entrepre-
neur, primarily as a venture capital-
ist, that has given Mr. Casey a per-
sonal net worth that exceeds $9 mil-

.liém, according to his financial disclo-

sure statements.

He and his wife, Sophia, have been
married for rore than 40 years and
have one daughter, Bernadette, an

.actress in New York. The Caseys own
‘large estates in Washington and

Palm Beach and on Long Island.

During the Nizxon and Ford Admin-
istrations, Mr. Casey served as chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange
Comrmission, Under Secretary of
State for Economic Affairs and Presi-
dent of the Export-Import Bank.

Last week as Mr. Casey was shown

Continuad

STAT
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By KEITH LOVE,
Times Pelitical Writer

His hair is gray again, and he is
glad to be back in the Senate, which
he calls “the club.” But he misses
the presidential campaign trail and
thinks today’'s leaner, meaner Dem-
ocratic race is “very exciting.”

Sen. Alan Cranston, back in Cali-
fornia for a 10-day round of hear-
ings, meetings and fund raisers, said
Wednesday in Los Angeles that he
was temporarily let down after
withdrawing from the Democratic
presidential race on Feb. 29.

But he added: “It was nice to have
the Senate to go back to. We've

. been very busy. Poor George Mc-

Govern didn't even have & house to
goback to; it burned down,” .
. Over lunch in a Beverly Hills
restaurant, Cranston discussed his
run at the White House and his
activities since. Be ordered a ham-
burger with no bun and said, *Makeé
it rare—no, make it very rare and
couid I also have some low-fat
milk?

Beefed Up Image:

During his presidential campaign,
Cranston’s aides wried to fatten him
up s¢ that his lean, 69-vear-old

rame would not look so gaunt on
television. They also talked him into
using re¢ dye on the wisps of gray
hair that fall awzy from his bald
pate,

Now Cranston is in charge of the
diei, and asked when he stopped
dyeing his hair, he laughed and said:

“Let’s see, What day did I get out
of the race?” .

In only his second trip to his home
state since he quit his quest for the
presidency, Cranston is rushing up
and down the state to remind
Californians that he is still a senator
and to squelch any suspicions that
he might not seek reelection to a
fourth term in 1986. )

Long a powerful but re;atlvei}
unknown member of the Senate,
Cranston now finds that he is

recognized everywhere he goes.

1G April 1984

[fisses Presidential Race

Cranston:

SIA

e Finds

Solace in ‘the Club’

]He said he knew that he wa“s> glad to bé back in the

Sénate when' the news broke aboul the Central

Nicaragua.

nielligence Agency’s _role in miping the ports of

Cranston. who is a member of the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, said he and other senators

-attended a “very tense” meeting with ClA Director

‘ William Case = ‘_. e e
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Congressional oversesrs
fail to ask hard questions

. Those senators who are complain-
ing so loudly that the Central Intelli-

gence Agency never briefed them on
its role in the mining of Nicaraguan -
ports strain public credulity. If they -

had asked, they would have known.

which was originally attributed solely
to US.-backed rebels trying 1o over-
throw the Nicaraguan government,

speculation of U.S. invplvement was

rife: President Reagan. has waffled
about U.S. aims in Nicaragua — some-

times hinting that the goal is over-

throw of the Sandinista regime, and

then backtracking to appease congres-

sional nmervousness at such frankness

. and swnchmg to an argument that the

. aim is to halt. Nlcaraguan export of
revolution.

" ButUS. acuons — and the words of

- the contra rebels — spoke for them- -
" selves. The rebels never hid their aim™

of ousting the Sandinistas. Three
months before the mining-the CIA
‘helped the contras raid the Nicara-
guan port of Corinto, destroying 3.2
million gallons of fuel. To anyone at-

tentively following events in Central

America, especially members of Con-
gressional committees charged with
oversight of U.S. intelligence activi-
ties, the likelihood of CIA involvement
in these actions should have been
clear. It should, in fact have been
starkly obvious.

Some congressmen did seek out the
truth. Those who failed to do so either
weren't interested enough to try, or
were 100 lazy or didn't want to know
more than was comfortable about the
secret war in Nicaragua.

Despite the fact that several of its
members knew about the U.S. role, the
Senate voted to continue covert aid for

.CIA actions in Nicaragua, including

.aid to the contras.

Much of the current fuss in the
Senate, notably the grandstand resig-

nation of Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni-.

han (D., N.Y.) from the vice chairman-

\ OWI. " ship of the Senate intelligence commit-
From the first word of the mining, -

tee, is a transparent attempt by certain
senators who voted for covert aid to
justify themselves in the wake of the
public outcry over the mining.

Sen. Moynihan complains that CIA
chief William J. Casey made only

. slight mention of the mining to the
intelligence committee without speci- !
fying U.S. involvement. Yet two other |

Democrats on the committee thought

the topic important enough to seek out

full information from the CIA on the
American role- béfore they voted on
covert aid. Other senators, as well as
members of the House intélligence

‘committee knew, too. Sen. Moynihan”

himself had been informed of CIA in-
volvement by an aide, before the vote

.on covertfunds, but apparently failed

to pay attention.

The drift of the U.S. role vis-a-vis
Nicaragua has been clear to anyone
who wished to see it. Even Sen. Barry
Goldwater (R., Ariz.), who supports

- covert aid, charactemzed harbor-mxn-

ing as an act of war. -
Certainly, Mr. Casey should have

been more forthcoming. He must be so
in the future. But his reticence, how- -
ever distressing, provides no excuse
for those senators who {ailed to ask the -

obvious questions at the obvious times.
The covert war in Nicaragua is deeply
distressing, in terms of efficacy as well
as legality. If the Senate chooses to
support it, the least that body must do
is to demand a timely accounting of

the war's aims and tactics before an-
- other set of revelations firther embar-

rasses its members.
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| El Salvador, CIA director says-

‘CIA director William Casey on US‘
s strategy in Nicaragua, dealing .
with terrorism, and Soviet leader-
‘ship.

The director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, William Casey, discusses with {
U.S. News & World Report the president’s |
strategy in Nicaragua and the reasons
behind it, dealing with terrorism, and the
leadership in the Soviet Union. He ,
declined comment on reports that the CIA |

" was involved in mining Nicaraguan ports. ‘\

Q: With sc much attention focused right |
now on Nicaragua and the contras, give us i
your assessment of the impact of the
anti-Sandinista guerrillas? :

" A: They’re creating a great deal of dis-
array and pressure on the regime.
They've damaged the economy. Daniel
Ortega said a couple of weeks ago that the
contras have cost them about one-third of
their exports. The main impact, however, -
is to divert Sandinista leaders from sup-
porting the insurgency in El Salvador and
bringing pressure on them to negotiate
sensibly to a more peaceful situation in
that whole area. They are perceived to be
the threat to the peace by all the sur- ’
rounding countries because Nicaragua is
the base for supporting insurgencies not
only in El Salvador but in Costa Rica,
Guatemala and Honduras as well.

Q: While the United States may want to
pressure the Sandinistas to end support
for Marxist guerrillas elsewhere, is that

really the goal of the contras in Nicara-
gua? Arer’t they bent on overthrowing the
regime?

A: Those things are always mixed. They

would like to unseat the regime. The ques-

tion is: What is the U.S. government's pur-
‘pose? In World War II we were helping the
communists, the Royalists, the Gaullists
.and everybody. They were all trying to get
power. We didn’t care about that; we just
wanted to get help against the Nazis.
It's an analogous situation we have here.
Our own national interests need not be .
strictly tied to any one group’s goals.
Q: What chance do the contras have of
overthrowing the Sandinista regime?
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A: 1 think there’s no chance that i
they will be able to overthrow the govern-
ment. In the resistance, you have, itis '
said, perhaps 15,000 men with rifles scat- 1
tered around the open, unpopulated l
parts of the country, which is where guer-

< rillas can hide. They can't go into the ’
cities, which the government is protecting 1
with tanks and+*75,000 men in the army, !

{

' the militia and the security forces. So
. they’re not going to overthrow that gov-

ernment. It could be — but it’s a very long

shot and unlikely — that the government. -

would dissolve because the people

would get fed up and fall away from the

regime. But it's hard to change a govern-

ment that operates a system of control

: where everybody in every block is

" counted and any strangers who show have

" to explain themselves. o :

' Q: Are the Cubans still heavily involved
in Nicaragua or have they reduced their

" presence there, as some recent repcrts
suggest? )

A: While the Cubans have been talking
about lowering their presence, they've
actually been moving in more people. The
Cubans run thé security services that
manage the-block-population-control sys-

‘tem. There are 7,000 to 9,000 Cubansin _

" Nicaragua including 3,000 to 3,500 mili- |

' tary advisers intertwined with the Nica- |

. raguan military. They also have 5,000 to

; 6,000 teachers, construction and health

' workers who are regularly taken back to
Cuba on rotation. The replacements
now being sent have had military training
and are under 40.

As we saw in Grenada, Cuban con-
struction workers carry rifles as well as
shovels. There have been occasions where
these Cuban construction workers joined
in the fighting in Nicaragua when contras

“tangled with the Nicaraguan military.

Q: Is there any evidence that Cuba or ‘

" the Soviet Union is converting Nicaragua |
into a kind of strategic base? -

A: We were concerned about that

! because they were lengthening airfields

' in Nicaragua to make them long enough to .

| handle supersonic planes. And we know
Nicaraguan fliers were going to Bulgaria,
to the Soviet Union and Cuba to be

trained. That has continued. The training |

STAT

Contras help to protect,

?hgs been completed. We believe that
‘MiG-23s are in Cuba earmarked for Nica-
;ragua and that Nicaraguan pilots are
-practicing in them. We believe the planes
: haven’t been sent over to Nicaragua,
‘because they’re concerned about our
‘response. e )

. Q: If Nicaragua is being forced to
divert its attention from El Salvador
(because of the contras’ activities), why

-do the Marxist guerrillas in El
Salvador seem to have been gaining in

.recent months? : R :

A: They might be doing better without

‘that diversion. We do know that the Salva-
gioran guerrillas have been able to

‘increase their numbers by training and

.arming some of their support people. At

-the same time, we have pretty good
reporting that they’re short of ammuni-
tion and funds, and they’re not as o
effective as they would be if Nicaraguan
support were unimpaired. Also, the Salva- |
d_oran Army has been getting more effec- !
tive. Before the period leading up to the '
elections, the army had the guerrillas
pretty well broken up and pushed back
into their bases in mountainous areas. _
~ Ithas alot of deficiencies butitis
improving steadily through
better training, better leadership, more

aggressive tactics and more-sustained

gperations. It needs more mobility, there
is still plenty of room for improvement.

Experts say an army needsan 8or 10to1

advantage to win a guerrilla war. Look at

the Nicaraguan Army and militia —

75,000 men under arms — and they are

unable to cope with 15,000 contras. The

yatio of the Salvadoran army to guerrillas
is something like 4 to 1, and the

. guerrillas have a safe Laven, a supply and .

a command-and-control base right
across the border in Nicaragua,. Given

g thqt situation, the Salvadoran army is not
‘doing badly. &

The only way you're going to resolve
the conflict in El Salvador is if two things
happen: You have to deprive the guerrillas
of their safe haven and further reduce
the flow of supplies and build up the Sal-
_vadoran army by 25 to 40 percent to
improve the ratio of army to guerrillas.

Ertnen?
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&id te El Salvador if the death squads con- .
tinue to operate there? Why is the Salva-
doran government unwilling or unable to
deal with the death squads?

A: 1 think it’s a cultural problem. It’s a

:violent society, like most of the societies
down there. Everybody talks about the
right-wing death squads. During recent

.months, most of the assassination victims -
have been supporters of the Roberto
D’Aubuisson movement, the so-called
right wing. So there are left-wing death
squads. The guerrillas practice intimida-
tion, and they slaughter people as they did
in Vietnam. It’s a civil war. And they also
have this special kind of free-lance, non-
governmental death squad that practices
revenge. That works both ways right
across the society. .

Besides that, the judicial systémrin El
Salvador leaves much to be desired. They
have a hard time getting any convictions.
But basically what we’re talking about is
whether our primary purposeis to estab-

lish a better society in El Salvador, . :
which'isn't likely to happen quickly under |
present circumstances, or t protect the— |
' sequrity interests of the United States and .
T T T e e S {
give Salvadoran democracy a chance to-
develop. - . .
Q: Are you worried that Central
America will become a major issue in the
_ political campaign and undermine pop- .
. ular support for the administration’s
" strategy there? )
A: 1 think people in the long run are
" less concerned about reports of mining
Nicaraguan harbors than they are about
the danger of creating a wave of immigra-

tion into this country if Central America
or any part of it should fall under
Soviet-Cuban domination. If we have
another Cuba in Central America, Mexico ;
will have a big problem and we're going |
to have a massive wave of immigration.
The effort to prevent this from happening
1s not going to excite Americans as much
as the threat they would face if things
gowrong.

Also, I think people are concerned
about the military danger. If the commu-
nists solidify their hold on Nicaragua, the
other countries down there would have to
accommodate in some way. The commu-

-nists would next be looking at Mexico, to
find problems that they specialize in
exploiting. So what you're looking at for
your children and your grandchildren isa :
long-tel_'m prospect of 100 million hostile |
people immediately south of our border if
we fail to give democracy a chance to
develop in Central America, )

Q: To turn to the other spot that worries
Americans —he Middle East: What is the
likelihood of an Iranian victory in the war |
with Irag? |

A:The Iraqis should be able to stave off i
this current offensive because they have
such a preponderance of air, artillery and :
tank power. But the Iranians have the '
numbers; they have the staying power;

They've also got a big Shi'ite population
with religious ties to Iran. I think the pre-
vailing opinion is that in the long run the
Iranians have some important advan-
tages. :

Q: What dangers might the United ]
States face if Iran does win? !

A:If Iran prevails and a radical Shi’ite |
regime is established in Baghdad similar
to the Khomeini regime in Tehran, there

i

are a lot of people they could turn loose
against Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the gulf
states, which have supported Iraq.

Q: What would the United States do if 5
Iran moved against these oil states in the i
gulf region? ~ l

- A: I can't speculate on that, The U.S.
"government said that we would keep the
~Strait of Hormuz open. As to something
‘happening in one or another of these
:countries around the gulf, any reaction, I
-would suppose, wounld depend upon the
-Circumstances at the time.

-~ Q: That brings up the problem of state-
-sponsored terrorism that Secretary of
‘State George Shultz has been talking
about: What can the United States do to
counter terrorism sponsored by Iran and
-other governments — assassinate their
people, bomb their capitals or what?

~- Ar Don’t put words in my mouth. As
Secretary Shultz said, we're dealing with

|

“terrorism needs to be developed faster

“teroffensive against international terror-

-nenko?

~a new phenomenon in state-sponsored ter-

;.rorism — a new weapons system that
-obliterates the distinction between peace:
- and war. The Iranians use their diplo-

~matic facilities as a platform to make

s‘

‘revolutionary guards, communicafions _-
facilities and money available for terror--
‘ist planning and action. They've attacked
us twice in Beirut — the American
‘Embassy and the Marine barracks. They- |
turn up in many countries in Africa, Asia
and Europe, and we are likely-to see them
‘here. They send their missionaries across
the whole Moslem world, from Morocco -
to Malaysia and Indonesia, preaching ;
Khomeini’s brand of radical religious- n
social gospel. It’s a force that we're going,
to have to reckon with in many dimen-
sions. .

Q: But what can you do about it? Do you
get into the business of assassinating ter-
rorist leaders? ’ .

A: We don't engage in assassinations, . !
We have to depend on a combination of -
strong security measures and interna-
tional cooperation to deter and defeat ter,

‘rorism. There are more than 50 major =~
terrorist organizations, and hundreds of '
mom and pop shops — little groups that
take on operations for hire. We can count”
scores of terrorist-training camps in Iran,
Libya, Syria, South Yemen, Bulgaria, the

Soviet Union, Romania, Cuba and other S

bloc countries, -
There are several things you can do to
cope with this kind of terrorism. You can :
handle it by defending vourself, defending -
potential targets. That’s pretty tough i

2. .
DO AGDAERt got enough police-

men to protect every target and you don’t
know where they’re going to hit. So we are
engaged in helping sécurity organiza- )
tions in a great many countries to imprové
their training and operational profi-
ciency. These countries have their own :
intelligence capabilities to watch the ter- -
rorists. .-
There’s a question of deterring terror- .
ism by sending the message that if . .
the terrorists attack there will be retali:
ation. It’s not necessarily a matter of
striking back directly at the terrorists.
The Israelis, for example, send the mes- N
sage: “If we're hit from your territory, C
that’s your responsibility and we're going
to kick you in the teeth, somehow” I , ]
think you will see more of that — retali- ° )
ation against facilities connected with the
country sponsoring the terroristsor , !
retaliation that just hurts the interests of ;
countries which sponsor terrorism. O
"A third way to handle state-sponsored .

a kind of international, diplomatic coun-

ism. .
Q: Turning to the Soviet Union, what -«

has been the effect of the change in lead- .

ership there from Andropov to Cher- -

e T

-A: Minimal. Chernenko is clearly a
transitional leader, but nobody knows
whether he's going to be around six :
months, two years or five years, and it -
doesn’t make much difference. My view is'
that under the Soviet system today o
everything is worked out in a collegial- -,
way. No one man is going to have the .-
.power to make a drastic change of direc- -
.tion. And there’s no reason to assume that .
when Chernenko goes, the situation will ,
change. What you’ve got in the Soviet .
Union is a generation of septuagenarians, :
who are reluctant to forfeit their perqui- ..
sites by passing power to a younger -
generation. They’re intent on hanging on .-
to power. -

© 1984 U.S. News & World Report
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You have to deprive the
guerrillas of their safe
haven and further reduce
the flow of supplies and
build up the Salvadoran
army by 25 to 40 percent
to improve the ratio of
army to guerrillas.
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Operation Sancho

Clownish amateurism now emerges
as the prime factor shaping American
policy toward Nicaragua. So vexing
philosophic problems about how to
deal with a Marxist regime give way to
crude tactical questions.

How did a delicate operation, requir-

ing secrecy and finely calibrated pres- |
sure, become a hamhanded flimflam on |

the Congress and the public? Why did a

venture difficult for Caesar on his best |

day fall into the hands of Sancho Panza?
The quest for the fount of folly begins

|
r

' with the concept of mining ports as a -

covert operation. Mining operations, if
they have any effect, damage ships and
thus become known. Therefore they are
usually carried out by the Navy. But
public support for such actions would
have only been forthcoming in clear acts
involving the Soviet Union. So the task

‘was made part of the covert pressures

being_mounted against the Sandinista
regime by the CIA,

Since the mining was almost certain
to become public, special precautions-
should have been taken to keep the
United States clear by bringing third
parties in. It was not enough simply to

i
!
i
;
i

I
i

have Nicaraguans hostile to the Sandin- -

ista regime plant the mines from ships
based in Costa Rica. The mines them-
selves should have come from Germany
or Korea. If a mother ship to guide the
operations proved necessary, it should
have been manned and captained by
hirelings from, say, Greece or Panama,
As it happened, there were Amer-
ican crewrien on the mother ship, and
the mines were easily associated with
the United States. Reponsibility for
that_elementary breach of prudence
falls directly on the CIA and_itg direc-
Vil

~ Authority for suc;h “covert operations”

has, by Jaw, t intelli-
gence committees of the House and the
Senate. Exactly what wag divulzed when
and to which committee is a matter in
dispute, But the record clearly shows m-

vidious_distinctions hy_the CIA. Notice

was given earlv, and unambiguously, to

the House Intelligence Committee under
Edward Boland, &_Democrat from Mas-
- sachusetts,

The information was passed tardily
and ambiguously to the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, which is chaired by
Barry Goldwater, the Arizona Republi-
can, with Daniel Moynihan of New
York as the ranking minority member.
Why the distinction? Was it as many
senators believe, yet another sleazy ac-
tion bv Casev, this time animateq by
resentment of the hard questiops
posed by the Senate committee about
-his private financial dealings?

Another issue arose when Nicaragua

moved to complain about the U.S, part

in the mining to the Internatjonal Court

- of Justice at the Hague. That court deals

primarily with technical questions, and
many countries have denied its jurisdic-

" tion over what are essentially political

and security questions,
- The United States could easily have

followed that model It could have
mounted the argument, advanced by

United Nations Ambassador Jeane Kirk-

patrick, that American actions against °

Nicaragua were part of a program for col-
lective self-defense against aggressive de-

signs by the Marxist regime on its neigh-

bors. Whatever the merits of such an ar- |

gument, it would have dragged on for |

months, and probably years, untit long
after the present case was moot,

Instead, the United States announced -
unilaterally that it would not accept the
jurisdiction of the world court in the area -

of Central America for the next two
years. That statement broke with a gen-
eral tradition of giving six months' ad-
vance notice on a refusal of jurisdiction.
It worked, about as much as any action
could, to convict the United States in
the eyes of international opinion of wan-
ton disregard for international law and
accepted modes of behavior,

No explanation accompanied the

decision to flout the law instead of run-
ning it into the ground. But the dis-

tinct impression here is that the Rea-
gan White House cares little for the |
opinion of foreign countries. An official

who wants to get ahead in this admin- !

‘istration shows his mettle by standing

tall against the rest of the world. It is a
technique known as Courage in Profile, {
What happens next in Nicaragua and :

the rest of Central America is not, clear, -

SIA

But a nasty chapter couwld be shaping up.
U.S. aid to the forces fighting the Sandin-
istas is apt to lapse in the near future, If
80, terrible perils loom for people engaged
in the fighting by American agents prom-
ising American support. New names will
be added to the list of nations and per-
sons let down by this country.

The simple-minded will blame the
debacle on congressional figures alleged
to be soft on communism. In self-de-
fense, and to teach lessons for the future,
Congress ought to develop the deeper

" story. That is the story of how Dan

Quixotes at the top, without paying seri-
ous heed to public opinion, iliegitimately
committed this country to a line of

" policy which they then allowed a gang of :
Sancho Panzas to botch in a series of |

monumental blunders.
" ©1984,Los Angeles Times Syndicate
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HOUSE PANEL 'FERRETED OUT' ON NICARAGUA RAID, MEMBER SAYS
BY ROBERT PARRY ‘
WASHINGTON ' .‘

ST

Key members of the House Intelligence Committee had tn "ferret out” the facts
about the CIA's direct supervision of a commando raid against the key
Wicaraguan port of Corinto, & congressman on the panel says.

Rep. Norman Y. Mineta, D-Calif, said the CIA initially told the committee
that the devastating Oct. 10 raid was conducted by a Nicaraguan rebel group, but
under persistent questioning, conceded two days after the attack that agency

officers directed it from a ship at least 12 miles offshore in international
waters,

"The committee found out about the raid only after it had taken place and
because (members) were persistent in ferreting out the information," Mineta said
in an interview. "We should not be forced to cajole, harass and dig to find out
what acts of war our government is committing."

Mineta said the discovery of the direct CIA role at Corintp sparked the

committee's unsuccessful attempt last fall to cut off all money for the program.

The Senate Intelligence Committee apparently did not find out about the
ClA's role in the raid until April 2, when the panel 2lso was told of the

2gency’'s direction of the mining of Nicaragua's harbors, according to committee
sources. The mining began in January.

Sen. David Durenberger, R-Minn., a panel member, said the committee paid
little attention to developments in Nicaragua from September to March, the

period when the CIA became directly involved in the war against Nicaragua's
leftist Sandinista government.

Durenberger said the Senate committee deserves part of the blame for the
recent furor over whether the ClA° had kept Congress adeguately informed about
the mining. "In part, it's our fault for not staying well informed," he sazid.

Durenberger also said the failure of CIA -backed Nicaraguan "contras® _ or
counter-revolutionaries _ to make major military gains prompted the spy agency

to take a more direct role in trying to pressure the Sandinistas, who President
Reagan claims supply leftist guerrillas in El Salvador. .

CIA officials "realized the contras and their ralliers were only going to

be able to do so much. They weren't going to be able to accomplish much in the
north or south" of Nicaragua, Durenberger said in an interview.

"You had to move it up to some higher level with some specialized activity
that would put economic pressure” on the Sandinistas, he said.

Mineta said Reps. Edward P. Boland, D-Mass., the chairman, and Lee Hamiltaon,
D-Ind., pressed the effort to obtain the facts about the Corinto raid, in which

commandos opened fire from speedboats, touching off a major oil file that forced
the town's evacuation.

Continued
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Nicarsgue Dispute Raises Basic Guestions

Proes Congress Oversee or Overlosk CIAY

By DOYLE McMANUS, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON—The CIA and
the Senate Intelligence Commitilee
have stumbled almost inadvertently
into a noisy conflict over the way
Congress monitors secret U.S, intel-
ligence operations—a conflict that
raises basic questions about the

effectiveness of the seven-year-old.

system for overseeing the huge
intelligence agency.

The dispute began last week over
whether C1A chief William J. Casey
had fully informed the Senate panel
of the U.S. role in mining Nicara-
gua’s harbors. It has steadily be-
come both broader and more bitter,
with each side accusing the other of
dereliction of duty.

. “The trust isn't there,” said Sen.
David F. Durenberger (R-Minn.), a
‘moderate Republican member of
the committee. “There is an impor-
tant amount of trust that has to exist
between the Senate and the com-
mittee that represents it and be-
tween the committee and the (ClA)
professionals it's overseeing. And
it's in this area that things have
fellen down."

The committee announced
Wednesday that it plans hearings
next week—~both to re-examine the
CIA’s covert operations in Central
America and to register complaints
that Czsey has not kept the commit-
tee informed.

Members of the panel, including "

its conservative chairman, Sen.
Barry Goldwater {R-Ariz.), have
charged that Casey deliberately did

not tell them that CIA personnel

were aboard a mother ship in inter-
national waters, directly supervis-
ing the Latin American commando
teams that mined Nicaragua's har-
bors earlier this year. .
“Idon't like this. I don't like it on
bit from the President or from you,”
Goldwater declared in a letter to
Casey last week, .
For its part, the CIA has hit back
in an unusual series of statements to
the press, saying that its
representatives discussed the sub-

ject of mining with the two congres-
sional intelligence committees no
fewer than 11 times this year. Thus,
the agency argues, it kept the
oversight committee “fully in-
formed,” as the Intelligence Over-
sight Act of 1980 requires.

Xet the underlying reality ap-
pears less clear-cut than the charg-
es and countercharges. The issue
hinges on two questions, one_in:

o 1Al

STAT

»volving the CIA and the other touching the effective-
' ness of the committee:

—Exactly what constitutes keeping the committee
fully informed: Should the CIA have volunteered more
explicit and detailed statements about the mining?

—How carefully did individual members of the
Senate Intelligence Committee study the C1A’s briefing
statements, and how vigorously did the senators and
their aides follow up on the briefings to elicit more
information? : '

The CIA’s public statements of its position have
repeated in diplomatic terms what Casey told the
senators mare bluntly, according to committee aides: “If
you don’t ask the right questions, you won't get the
right answers.” "

That, senators and their aides say, has been the
pattern of CIA dealings with the committee: The crusty
Casey tells the senators what he considers the minimum
necessary—and the senators, all too often, fail to follow
up with questions on details that might concern them.

That apparently is what happened in the case of the
mining, which Casey mentionec, briefly, to the commit-
tee in two hearings last month. .

It is also what happened, a committee aide said, in the
case of the speedboat raids that the ClA-supervised
Latin American teams are said to have conductled
against Nicaraguan oil facilities last September and
October. “We only found out about that one on Tuesday,
and we're still trying to find out what actually
happened,” the committee aide said.

Blame Enough for All

Al least some officials on both sides are willing to
admit that there is blame to go around.

“Casey brought this problem partly on himself,” sajd a
State Department official who refused to be quoted by
name. “It's part of his job to keep Barry Goldwater
happy, and he hasn't done that.” .

Durenberger, a long-time critic of Casey, said: “We
have to share, as a committee, some responsibility for
the situation.”

The squabble has reinforced the ill-feelings that each
side already bore toward the other. .

To some in the CIA and elsewhere in the Administra-
tion, the senators’ reaction to the mining appeared to be
pure election-year politics. “They didn’t object to any of
it until it was in the newspapers,” said one Reagan
appointee. - )

To some in Congress, it deepened their sense that the
CIA chief had no intention of bringing them into his
confidence. “I think the problem with Casey is never
going to get better,” Durenberger said.

: ‘Full)" and Currently Informed’
The CIA, always uncomfortabie at seeing its opera-

tions debated in public, has refused to enlarge on its

three prepared statements, which contended—without
supplying much detail—that Casey has fully complied
with the Intelligence Oversight Act. That Jaw provides
that the director of Central Intelligence shall keep the
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Congress, bitterly angry over Reagan administration covert action in

Nicaragua, may move to tighten its control over the Central Intelligenge Agency
( Cl1A) , =ccording to congressional sources.

They szid such 3 move would be prompted by reported use of the agency's funds
gnd personnel in sowing mings and attacking harpor facilities in leftist-ruled
Nicaragua.

A sgurce close to the House of Representatives Intelligence Committee told |

Reuters Wednesday night that “"the committee has been and will be vigilant and
skeptical concerning CIA activities.®

He noted many lawmakers have complained that Congress was not proberly

informed of CIA actions in Nicaragua and said the House and Senate might give
serious consideration to revamping its oversight of activities by the CIA.”

The oversight system, which many lawmakers feel has broken down, presumes a
trust between Congress and the CIA.

While the CIA 1is legally obliged to outline covert activities to Congress
before they occur, some lawmakers complain the agency offen does its best to
hide controversial acts and to blur its budget.

Larry Kettlewell, 3 covert action specialist for the Senate Intelligence
Committee, said the panel would hold a closed briefing next week on the Cl4
program in Nicaragua.

Pefore they began an Easter recess last week, the House and Senate 1

overwhelmingly demanded that the administration cut off any aid for mining of
Nicaraguan harbors. .

Following a new allegation against the CIA this week, Congress may return
in 81 even Worse mood, sources said.

Congressional sources told Reuters Wednesday that CIA officers last October
sat on-a "mother ship" outside the 12-mile limit and directed the destruction of
an o0il storage facility at the Nicaraguan port of Cortino by anti-government
guerrillzs. Later, they said, the ClA reported it to Congress.

“I1t’'s clear that this is angther case in which ( CIA Director William) Casey !

fziled to 00 what he was supposed to do, namely fulfill the legal reguirement to
inform Congress beforehand,” said a staff aide close to the House Intelligence
Committee,

Both Democrats and a large number of Republicans in Congress have charged the
administration went too far in its zeal to cut off what it calls the flow of

leftist revolution and Soviet bloc arms from Nicaragua to other parts of Central
America. : :

| Continyeg
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4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 ) 656~ 4068

FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF

PROGRAM  The Fred Fiske Show SIATON - WAMU-FM

DATE April 19, 1984 10:05 P.M. any Washington, D.C.
SUBJECT Nicholas M. Horrock On Mining Nicaraguan Harbo

FRED FISKE: With the debate raging concerning the CIA
involvement in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, with concern
over terrorism mounting, and the argument over the defense budget
on the front burner, we're very pleased to have at our micro-
phones this evening Nicholas M. Horrock, who is national security
correspondent for Newsweek. A veteran of the New York Times,
Nick Horrock headed its Washington investigative team and
directed a series on immigration which won a Pulitzer Prize in
1981. He headed the Newsweek Saigon Bureau during the Vietnam
War, headed its investigative team during the Watergate period,
as well,

We're very pleased to have you with us, Nick. Thanks
for comlng.

NICHOLAS -HORROCK: Thank you very much.

FISKE: The current issue of Newsweek has an excellent
story on the mining of the Nlcaraguan harbors. It's titled "A
Furor over the Secret War."

Has the Administration shot itself in the foot?

" HORROCK: Oh, I think badly. They've probably taken- two
toes off, at least. Also, I think that a lot of people that I
talk to in the CIA started out wondering whether it's a secret
war, It is undoubtedly one of the best publicized secret wars

we've had. We've had others, of course, in Laos and Africa. But
this time they really seem, with an ill-conceived tactic -- and
most people now look ‘at it and wonder how it was conceived --- an
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CIA says it
gave data

to Congress

By Storer Rowley
Chicago Tribune -

WASHINGTON~—Frustrated by re-

peated charges that the CIA did not .
adequately inform Congress about -
the mining of Nicaragua’s harbors, -

~the agency defended itself Monday

night and asserted that CIA officials
had briefed congressional oversight
committees 11 times on the covert
operation, - . - -

The CIA issued its third and strop-

gest public statement in a weeck

.about the controversy and ‘declared:.

“There has been no reluctance to
share information” with lawmakers
or their staffs. .

The brief statement was approved
by CIA Director William Casey and

released Monday night by ghuck .'
Wilson, deputy director of public af- .

fairs for the agency. “We've been
keeping the Congress informed,”
Wilson said., : :

He acknowiedged such a statement
was unusual buf added: “These are
pretly rare times. We've :seen this
whole -town blow up with a lot of
political staiements.” )

LAST WEEK, Sen. Barry-

Goldwater [R., Ariz.}), chairman of
the Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence, wrote a scathing letter to
Casey saying he was. angry about
Rublic_ disclosures of the mining of

icaraguan ports and complaining
that he had not been kept adegunately

-informed, _
On Sunda%; Sen. Daniel Patrick’
‘Moynihan [D., N.Y.] resigned as

vice chairman of the Senate intelli-
gence committee, also arguing that

e had been kept too much in the
dark about the mining of the harbors
of the leftist Sandinista regime - in
that Central American country.

White House spokesman "Larry

Speakes told reporters Monday that -

President Reagan is “doing what he
thinks is right” in Central America,
but he refused to confirm publicly

that the CIA helped direct and fi-

nance the mining.
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Members of Congress, howeve
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have complained bitterly about U.$:
involvement in the mining, which*
Goldwater described as *an act of
war,”” Even the CIA statement is-
sued Monday referred directly to the

.- operation.

“SINCE THE FIRST of this year,
the subject of mining of Nicaraguan
ports has been discussed with either
members or staffers of the com-
mittees and other members of the
Co_régress 11 times,” the statement
said.

- ‘“This office has been in virtual
daily contact with members of the
House or Senate oversight com-
mittees as well as staffers and mem-
bers of other committees of the Con-
gress,”' the statement said. It
continued by stating that ‘“‘the obli-
gation to keep the oversight com-
mittees fully informed has ... been
met.”’

On Monday, Sen. Patrick Leahy
[D., Vt.], a member of the Senate
intelligence committee, said he re.
ceived full briefings from the CIA on
the agency-backed mining of Ni-
caraguan waters only because he
“went and dragged it out of them.”

"The CIA statement said that Casey -

told the-Senate intelligence commit-
tee during his confirmation hearing
Jan. 13, 1981: “I intend to comply
fully with the spirit and the letter of
,the Intelligence Oversight Act. I in-
tend to provide this committee with
the information it believes it needs
for oversight £urposes.”

“MOREOVER, FR
ber 1983 through 2 April 1984, other
officials of CIA briefed either the
committees or the committee staffs
22 times on Central American devel-
opments," the statement said.

In The Hague, Netherlands, World
court judges deliberated behind -
closed doors Tuesday as to whether
.the United States will have to answer
~Nicaraguan charges that it violated
international law by mining the Cen-
tral American country’s harbors.

A court official said the govern-
ments of both countries would be
sixformed as soon as the 15 judges
‘Teached a decision. _ o

OM 16 Septem- _



Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-0090{1R000400040001-2

ARTICLE APPEARTX:
DF PacE_ A -/

(A D

a

By Charles R. Babcock

Washington Post S?a.l_'! Writer

WASHINGTON POST
18 April 1984

|

CIA officers aboard a “mother ship” off |
the coast of Nicaragua directly supervised

commando raids from speedboats that heavi-
ly demaged Nicaraguan port facilities Jast
fell, months before they supervised the con-

troversial mining of the country’s harbors in ‘j
January, administration and congressional :

sources said yesterday.

The CIA leased the sh‘i"p lésth.summgr, ac-

cording to the sources, and American agents

irectly Oversaw
Attack in October on -

N iearagua Oii Facility

aboard it furnished the speedboats, guns and .
ammunition and directed the raid by antj- |

government rebels in the port city of Corinto
last Oct. 10. The CIA officérs stayed on the
ship in international waters beyond the 19-
mile limit, while CIA-trained Latin comman-
dos piloted the speedboats into the harbor
and shot up an oil terminal, the sources said.

The raid heavily damaged oil storage

SRS

tanks and forced thousands of inhabitants to .
flee. At the time, the Nicaraguan govern-
ment charged that the “criminal attack” was

part of a CIA plan, but the U.8.-supported

“contras” of the Honduras-based Nicaraguan
Democratic Front (FDN) claimed credit for

the raid. o :

A senior White House official confirmed
that CIA agents supervised the attack, say-
ing their role was necessary because “they
[CIA officers] had the speedboats.”

The Associated Press quoted a source as

saying the CIA had directed a series of such

raids on Nicaraguan ports,: including one on °

oil and pipeline facilities at Puerto Sandino i

on Sept. 8. R
A CIA spokesman declined to comment
yesterday, except to say that Congress had
been informed of its covert operations as
required by the intelligence oversight laws,
But, as in the case of the mining, congres-
sional sources said the House and Senate

intellizence committees were not told of the .

direct involvement of Americans in the port

raids until regeptl oved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-Enntenst
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- CIA Director Williara J. Casey already is
.under fire from congressmen for his alleged
“lack c‘rf_ candor in informing intelligence com-

mittegs of the details of the Reagan admin.
“istration’s supposedly secret war against Nie-
‘aragua. That controversy has threatened
-congressional support for continued funding
~of the rebels fighting Nicaragua's Marxist

Sandinista government; =
~~ One congressional source said staff mem- J

bers of the House intelligence committee
i“first “got wind of the mother ship about mid-
. October,” but didn’t. get a full briefing -on
“either the ship’s role in the raid or the min-,
*ing until Jan. 31 and then only after persis-

tent questioning from members,

But another source said that some. House
committee members didn’t know until yes-
terday that the CIA had directed the raid, as
well as the mining, :

- “We were directly misled,” he said. “They

led us to believe it was the contras, but as-it turns

out it was CIA personnel on the mother ship, di-

recting the operations, picking the targets and the

whole business.” _ . )
_ A Senate committee source said the agency had
told the committee in general terms last summer

that it was training the anti-Sandinista forces in.

laying mines, but not that Americans would be
directly supervising their actions. “When you get
‘agency officers directly involved, that's really a
high-stakes game,” he said.

The Senate committee staff learned about the A

‘U.S.-directed raids from House staffers and then

‘began asking questions on the “mother ship” at an -

April 2 briefing, one source said. ,
A few days earlier, in answer to a query about
mining by Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.L), the rank-

ing minority member of the Foreign Relations

Committee, the CIA's legislative liaison, Clair
George, sent minority staff director Gary J.

Schmitt a two-sentence letier that said “unilater- |

ally controlled Latino assets” were involved.
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The Real Intelligence Failure

Back once more to those mines in Nicaragua's
harbors: It's as plain as the morning headlines now
that William Casey and his cryptic Central Intelli-
gence briefers didn't exactly do their legal duty to
keep the Senate’s oversight committee “fully and
currently informed." But there's a bigger mystery.
Cell it The Case of the Incurious Congress. -

By the time those mines damaged some Soviet
and other shipping, the legislators’ embarrassment
was plain. Mining harbors, in Senator Goldwater’s
blunt words, is an act of war, and not only against
Nicaragua. It provoked, justifiable protests and
-neediessly aroused - sympathy for Nicaragua
abroad.. o : Co

Still, the failure of intelligence In Washington
cannot all be 1aid at Mr, Casey's cellar door. The un-
derlying failure has been Congress’s timidity, its re-
luctance to press the Administration to define the
purposes of the *‘secret” war. It endorsed confusion
because it did not want to know too much.

o PR

~*° From Its inception 30 months ago, the “‘contra’”
war has been variously explained. Sometimes the
President said the aim was to stop Nicaragua from
exporting revolution. Sometimes he said it was to
make the Sandinistas honor their democratic prom-
ises. All the while, the contra insurgents recruited
by the C.I.A. loudly prociaimed it as their purpose
to overthrow the Managua regime, o
Congress not only tolerated this ambiguity but

seemed to prefer it to any disturbing clarity. It did
not want to endorse a commitment to overthrow the
Sandinistas. But neither did it want to risk the politi- :
cal opprobrium of having to cancel the war if that
turned out to be its purpose. So the legislators were

willing, perhaps eager, to take at face value the as-
surances that the C.1.A.’s only goal was the interdic-
tion of arms shipments to leftist guerrillas in El Sal-
vador. : ' C

To let the matter stand at that, however, was {o -

ignore not only what the contras were saying but
also what all the world knew they were doing. Last

‘October, three months before any mining, they

raided the port of Corinto and forced its evacuation
by destroying 3.2 million gallons of fuel. There could
be no doubt that such ventures required the C.1.A.’s
guidance and connivance. In the agency’s vernacu-

lar, these were the operations of ‘‘unilaterally con-

trolled Latino assets.” -

Yet there were few protests or demands for bet- .

ter briefings then. With every indication that the
war aims were far from settled, and included sabo-
tage and invasion, Congress asked only for another
bland statement that interdiction was the goal.

Thanks to Mr. Casey’s clumsiness, the watch. -

dogs can now claim that they were misied when in
fact they were asleep or dreaming. But they can no
longer evade the matter. As the price of supporting
these operations, Congress will finally have to insist

that their aims be clearly defined and that legal

means be matghed to legal ends.A o
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4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 (301) 656-4068
FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF
N
PROGRAM All Things Considered sianoN WETA Radio
NPR Network
DATE April 18, 1984 5:00 P.M. cry  Washington, D.C.
SUBJECT Problems in Central America
SUSAN STAMBERG: CIA Director William Casey said Sunday
that if the United States does not use the military to prevent
communist victories in Central America, the U.S. will be flooded
with refugees from that region.
Commentator George McGovern says Mr. Casey is pre-
scribing the wrong medicine for the wrong problem.
CGEORGE MCGOVERN: The problem in Central America is a —

combination of economic misery and political misrule. This is
the source of revolution and the appeal of communism in Central
America. The American response should not be to mine the harbors
of Nicaragua or to arm the death squads of E1 Salvador. If we
follow that course, we only feed the fires of revolution and
invite a growing communist influence. At the same time, we
weaken the image of the United States as a nation born in the
fires of revolution, which has stood for justice and opportunity
for all,

If we are to be faced with growing migration pressures
from Central America, as Mr. Casey predicts, it is not so much
because of the designs of Moscow and Havana. Rather, it stems
from the poverty of Central America. It is this poverty that we
should be combatting, not the people of Central America who are
revelting against conditions far worse than those that produced
our own American Revolution in 1776

Central America needs the surplus food, the medical

‘assistance, and the diplomatic cooperation of the Unlted States.

It does not need our troops, our military advisers, or the mining
of its harbors. ' '
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If the Reagan Administration wants to reduce the future
- flow of refugees from Central America, it can best do that not by
military intervention, but by helping to build a better life for
our neighbors to the south.
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Making loud noises

T is a bit late for politicians to try to
cleanse themselves of complicity
in the Nicaraguan mining esca-

pade and to expect the public to admire
their handiwork. . - .

Into that category must go Sen. Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan, who Sunday re-
signed his vice-chairmanship of the
Senate Select Committee on Intelli-

gence. He stepped down, he said, to

protest the improper briefing on CIA
involvement in the Nicaraguan mining

that lec to'the approval of $21 million in .

covertaid. = - -. ,

Moynihan was no doubt motivated no
less by the particulars of the Nicaragu-
an episode than by a general frustra-
tion with "the duplicitous way the
Reagan administration deals with Con-
gress, paying lip service to those laws
— usually ones that open up govern-
ment to public'scrutiny — that it does
notlike.. - .- :

But there was nothing qiiet about

Moynihan’s convictions, nor has there

ever been.-He quit on national televi-
sion and on the front pages of the news-

papers. He said that the alternative, a

 letter to CIA director William J. Casey,
sich as committee chairman Sen.
Barry J. Goldwater wrote, would not
bring “the attention of the executive
branch.” -

the attention of the public, which usual-
ly activates the attentions of the presi-

dent. If, as a side benefit, Moynihan is |

§TAT

fondly' remembered as a courageous
opponent of war-mongering, he will
likely not be disappointed. e
The senator, after all, has had ample
opportunity to decry the mining of the
harbors, since it has been known pub-
licly since January. He and the rest of:
the committee also knew about the CIA’
involvement, even if that tidbit had

.been dropped casually into a commit-:

tee briefing on the secret war. ’
Senators of Moynihan's perspicacity
are usually able to see those tidbits for
what they ‘are. Are we to conclude,:
from Moynihan’s actions, that he’s'
angry at the CIA for not telling him !
more or angry at himself for not de-
manding more? :
Nonetheless, his vote to approve co-
vert aid to Nicaraguan rebels is one
Moynihan, and many others on that
committee, would like to have back,
and for good reason. However, it does
little good at this point to fulminate
about CIA secrecy and improper brief-
ings and less good to resign over them.
If public officials resigned every

time their advisers led them astray,
-our public agencies would have a hard

time ever attaining a quorum. _ o
Moynihan’s action was one of convie-, 5
tion wrapped in good timing. His eight-

- year term on the committee.: would

L T - " have lasted only to the end of the
By that, Moynihan perhaps meant Y nd of Lthe year |

anyway. He has made a exiting noise

loud enough for everyone to hear — :
Reagan, Casey and his constituents in -
NewYork. -~ =~ - . . _«
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Moynihan's resignartion
simeicks of grandstanding
" FEW SUPPORTERS -

Sen. Moynihan, protests too much. He
is an old hand in the grey goings on of .
intelligence and has been a prominent -
member of the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence since he was first elected
to the Senate in 1976, o

As vice chairman of the committee -
since 1981, and very often as acting -
chairman in Sen. Goldwater's. many -
absences, he has always known when
a guarded statement by CIA officials -
‘needed to be probed by further confi.
dential questioning. = - v oo

His highly publicized resignation as

. committee vice chairman — filmed

“in his office last Friday but broadcast .

by ABC-TV “This Week" only on Sun- -

-day — raises a number-of questions. ™ -
Why did Moynihan keep CIA director

William J. Casey and deputy director -
Jack ‘McMahon waiting in. an ante- -

statement to the ABC-TV cameras? - . =~
Further, when he then received

© Casey and McMahon to review the
briefings, why did he not tell them
that he had just made his statement
resigning as the committee's vice
chairman? -~ -, = .o ‘
If Moynihan’s resignation was fit to - |
be given to a TV camera crew would it~ '
not have been common decency, to say -
nothing of politeness, 16 have. in-
Jormed Casey at the same time? =
Why did his New. York constituents -

- have to wait two days, courtesy of a

tor's resignation when he could have
made it known last Friday? o
If Moynihan _is as offended as h
makes out, why did he not resign im-
mediatelv_when he felt he Eaﬁ been -
inadequately informed by the CIA? - =
Moynihan says he was briefed on the -
mining operation-by his senior commit-
tee aide just before he voted, on April 6

to approve continuing U.S. support for - "to become informed.”

the Nicaraguan democratic forces, in-
cluding the mining operations. :
Why .didn't he resign then? Further,
having waited” a week to resign the
vice chairmanship why didn't he go
all the way and resign from the full
committee?’ ‘
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" 'Mo'ynihan's sense of outrage about the
CIA's briefings is not shared by Rep.

~Edward Boland (D-Mass.), chairman

of the House intelligence committee
and an opponent of the mining.

"~ Presumably’ the House committee -

‘gets the same basic CIA briefings as |

' the Senate committee. Yet Boland told -

‘the House last Thursday-that his com-

* mittee had been given the most exact
. details of " the mining Operation by

»nationalities and cargoes, ,.
-chamber while he made his resignation ~ B Thege ",‘?"’?t_’-"e_," som
Zxabout some other body (the Senate

Casey and that his committee had’
closely monitored the activity from
its start last January, ‘ ’
Boland's committee even recalled
Casey to keep itself up with-the opera-
tion. Thus, on March 27, Casey provided
details not only of the ports seeded with
the non-lethal “acoustic” mines but the -
names of ships hit together with their

e

. committee) .not keeping pace with
"what was happening,” he said. *“I
“know what my responsibilities are
- and members of eur committee knew

" what their responsibility was to the

" membership of this House.”

- tion in ‘the CIA briefings. Senators

AND FURTHERMORE

Nor is Moynih‘ai;'s righteous ihdig- :

eccomplaint -~

nation shared unanimously by méem-. .

bers of his own committee. ‘
precise reference to the mining opera-

Durenberger (R-Minn.), Chafee (R-R.L),

. Cohen (R-Me.}) and Biden (D-Del), do
. not feel the briefings were adequate.,

On the other hand, Sen.” Garn

5o ‘Tex.) says there was -
TV program, to learn of their Sena- - Sen Bentsen (D-Tex) say '

. (R-Utah) is cempletely satisfied and .
.says: . “We were informed -twice "in -

‘March. There are ways and means, if

a Senator or Congressman is not lazy,"

Sen. Lugar (R-Ind), who voted

" against the mining, says: "Any Sena-

tor, whether he is on the Senate intelli-

gence committee or not, can be as well .

informed as he wants to be. Any Sena-

tor can go to the Senate intelligence

committee and read as-much as _he
wishes 10 read from the classified

Contus
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Khowing about Nicaragua . . .

Daniel Moynihan's resignation as vice chair- .
man of the Senate Intelligence Committee to
protest the way the CIA handled disclosure of
the Nicaragua mining operation shows just how
far a legislator will go to avoid taking part of
the blame for a foreign policy failure. o

Sen. Moynihan charged thaf the CIA gave the
Senate :committee only a single, 27-word ‘‘ob-
scured” sentence about the mining operation in

a.two-hour committee meeting on March 8 with

CIA Director William'J.- Casey. But any con-
gressional leader not thoroughly aware of what
was Eo'mg on had to be impersonating an
ostrich. One of Mr. Moynihan's colleagues on
the intelligence committee, Sen. Patrick Leahy,
said that he and many others who voted for
covert aid in the Senate on April 5 had indeed
been fully informed on the mining. g
Word of possible CIA involvement first 'sur-
faced on Jan. .3 in a report over Managua radio

LN | L.
. e

‘If'Sen. Moynihan’'s reaction against the min-
ing "was convoluted, CIA Director William
Casey’'s recent public defense of it was crude
and cynical. .

In an interview with U.S. News and World
Report; Mr. Casey appealed to public fear of
illegal -Hispanic immigration to provide the
justification for vigorous U.S. action against
Cuban and Soviet influence in Central America.
AT think that people in the long run are less’
concerned about reports of mining Nicaraguan

harbors,” he said, ‘“‘than they are about the -

danger of creating a'wave of immigration into
this country if Central America or any part of
it should fall under Séviet-Cuban domination.”
. .Now, Mr. Casey is certdinly correct in assess-

irig, public fears of new waves of immigration.
The tontroversy over admitting large numbers:
of ‘Vietnamese boat people and the spectacle of

STAT

!

that ClA-directed Contras were mining Ni-
caraguan waters. Although the CIA had in-
formed both the House and Senate committees
by April 2, Sen. Moynihan said he did not learn

.of the extent of U.S. involvement until after he

had voted on April 5 to provide the CIA with an
additional $21 million for covert operations’
against Nicaragua. Sounds like a man trying to
slide. out of harm’s ‘way, doesn’t it?

Sen. Moynihan had been attentive, he -

might have seized ufon those 27 words and
demanded that the CIA clarify its role in the
operation. But it was more convenient for him
and other congressmen.to avoid knowing too

~much about what was going on in Nicaragua so

that they could use the issue to attack the
Reagan administration if things went badly. As
always, Congress wants to have it both ways:
to be brought in on foreign poliey decisions
without assuming any responsibility for them.

. and a know-nothing line

a flotilla of Cuban refugees landing in Florida

are still vivid in the memory. o
But, honestly, illegal immigration is not a

- primary reason for U.S. involvement in Central
America. Surely the specter of Soviet puppet.

regimes committed to the spread of revolution
in this hemisphere, along the United States’
southern flank, holds more immediate dangers
than the burden here of accepting refugees.

If Mr. Casey’s remarks really retlected the
motivation of administration lpolicy in this vital
region—if the mining is simply a sort of distant

" defense line set up to make the Border Patrol’s

job easier—then the critics of that policy would
e right. : Co

But, of course, that is not the case. Mr. Casey

was simply engaging in an unsavory appeal to

xenophobia. .And he ought to be ashamed of =

himself. . ,
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Sen. Moynihan’s point

When, a month ago, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency briefed the Senate Select
Committee on harbor-mining operations in
Nicaragua, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
was snoozing or otherwise occupied and the
significance of the briefing sped past him
unobserved. Now, in a characteristic bit of
. Stagecraft, the senator has resigned as vice

. chairman of the committee — “to make a

* .. point,” as he puts it.

What point? That, during briefings on
important espionage -operations, members
of the Select Committee on Intelligence
ought to stay awake? Well, no, thisisnot Sen.
Moynihan’s point exactly. His point, he says,
is that thej&‘:dmmi,ttee “was not properly
briefed.”

That so? Shall we examine the facts then?
Let’s; CIA Director William Casey met with
the committee last month — on March 8 and
13, to be precise. At both meetings, tran-
scripts show, Mr. Casey mentioned the
harbor-mining operation. Yes, complains
Sen. Moynihan, but Mr. Casey was too brief,

' encapsulating the mining operation in a sin-

gle sentence of only 27 words. -

All right. Mr. Casey might have been
more expansive. But then Mr. Moynihan
might have been more inquisitive — as
inquisitive, say, as Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr,
the Delaware Democrat. Intrigued, Sen.
Biden ask the committee staff to find out’
what was going on. The staff, brought up to
speed by the CIA, briefed Sen. Biden in -
detail. Sen. Biden shared this information
with other senators, though not, for some
reason, with Sen. Moynihan. .

We put it to you. Does this suggest that
the CIA was holding back information? Or
does it suggest instead that Sen. Moynihan,
entrusted with oversight of the CIA, per-
formed this important duty indifferently, °
missed out on a telling disclosure, found
himself looking rather foolish, and so
resigned his semi-exalted office to save
face?

You may take your choice, but it's our
guess that Sen. Moynihan will not be
missed. :
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LA, NOW ASSERTS
T SOUGHT DELAYS
INSERATE BRIEFING

REVERSAL ON NICARAGUA

Agency Said on Sunday It Was
i Senate Panel That Put Off
2 Meeting in February

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 16 — The Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency reversed itself
today and acknowledged that earlier
this year, it delayed for six weeks a re-
sponse to a request by the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence for a brief-
ing on covert activity in Nicaragua.

17 Zpril 1964

The Intelligence Oversight Act of
1880 says that intelligence comrmittees
of Congress wiil be kept “"fully and cur-
rently informed of all intelligence ac-
tivities” and of "any significant antici-
pated intelligence activity.”

Moynihan Is Asked to Reconsider

Senator Moyniban said Sunday that
he was resigning as vice chairman of
the Intelligence Committee to draw at-
tention to what he said was the failure
of the C.1.A. to inform it properly.

Mr. Simmons said today that Senator
Goldwater, who is in Taiwap, had
asked him to urge Mr. Moynihan to
reconsider his resignation. Mr. Moyni-

han said in & telephone interview that .

he was not inclined to.change his mind.

The C.1.A., in seeking to demonstrate
that it had kept committees informed,
acknowiedged publicly for the first
time today its involvement in harbor
minige. A statement said that **the sub-
ject of mining of Nicaraguan ports”
had been discussed 11 times this year in
Congressional briefings.

Mr. Simmons, the Intelligence Com-: oy ne conversation, was asked why the

C.LA, had briefed the House comrnit-

mittee’s staff chief, filled in additional
details on briefing arrangements.
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ter had agreed to accommodate the
C.L.A., and a meeting was set for Feb.
28. Meanwhile, unknown to the Senate
: committee, the C.I.A. had briefed the
House Intelligence Committee Jan. 31.

On Eeb. 24, Mr. Simmons said, he
was called by Mr. George and told that
the agency did not want 10 brief on Feb.
29, as scheduied; because Mr. Shultz
; would be ‘‘unavailable.”” Mr. Simmons
said he told Mr. George that there was
pressure fronrmany comrmittee mem-
i bers for 2 briefing and he refused the
| request to postpone the meeting.

But on Feb. 27, Mr. Simmons said,
Mr. Casey telephoned Senator Goldwa-
ter 10 seek a delay, and Senator Gold-
water agreed to a March § meeting.

et

mons’s rebuttal, he said he had to

the basis of his conversations with
C.1.4. officials, ““Rob Simmons is 100
' percent correct.”’ ’

“I am truly sorry,” Mr. Lauder said. |

“We regret any misunderstanding on
- this matter.” Sl
Mr. Lauder, in a subsequent tele-

“In a telephone call that he initiated, :.
Mr. Lauder said that on Jan. 12, Mr. ;

A C.1.A. sporesman, George Lauder,
said he gave an incorrect account Sun-
day when he told The New York Times

that William J. Casey, the Director of .
Central Intelligence, had been ready to
brief the committee in January, but |

had pot done so untl March because
the committee asked for delays.

director, told The Times today that he
asked Clair George, the C.I.A."s liaison
officer, in late January for & briefing in
early February. Mr. Simmons said the

brief the committee until March 8.
" Sepators’ Complaints Recalled

Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi-
can of Arizona, committee chairman,
and Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
Democrat of New York, yice chair-
man, have said that the C.1.A. did not
keep the committee ‘‘currently” in-
formed, in particular c;vg the scope of
American involvement inl the mining of
harbors starting in early January. :

The Senators have also said that
when there were briefings, March 8
and 13, Mr. Casey did not “fully” dis-
| close the United States’ role.

+Moynihan in a letter that the C.I.A.

The retraction was made after Rob-
ert R. Simrnons, the committee’s staff |

C.1.A. sought two delays and did not ‘

Casey told Senators Goldwater and !

wished to “withdraw the full amount of
money” — $24 million — in funds ap--
proved for Nicaraguan activities.

. “I was a little Surprised,” Mr. Sim- |
: mons said. “I spoke to Clair George
i around Jan. 23 and told him that, on the
basis of this request, the members
would probably want a meeting with
Mr. Casey before the February re-
cess.” The recess was for the Lincoln
and Washington birthdays. .

Goldwater Accommodated C.LA.

Continuing his account of discussions
!'with Mr. George, Mr. Simmons said:

¢ *“He called me back and said the Ad-
 oinistration was still trying to make a '
+ decision on the issue of supplemental |.
“funds over and above the 324 million, ;
and could the committee wait until
after the recess for the hearing. He also }
said that, because the Nicaraguan pro-

. : The New York Timss

Senator Barry Goldwater appealed

to Senator Daniel Patrick Moyni-
ban to reconsider his resignation.

Today, when Mr. Lauder, the C.1.A.
spokesman, was informed of Mr. Sim-

check. He called back and said that,on

gram was part of the President’s for- | te€00 Jan. 31, but hiad sought a delay in

the Senate committee. He said the

eign policy, he felt Secretary of State -C.I.A. was under the impressjon that

Shuitz should be the lead witness.”

Mr. Simmons said Senator Goldwa-

Fat

some senators wanted Mr. Shultz to:

STAT
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..... " Who Will Take The Blame?

C irector William Casey was looking

for the lowest commonr denominator -

recently when he proposed that Americans
were more worried about a “wave of
immigration” from Ceuntral, America
spawned by a communist takeover than

about the Reagan administration’s actions

there to forestall communist threats.
“If we bave another Cuba in Central

America, Mexico will have a big problem,
and we're going to have 8 massive wave of

immigration,” Casey told US, News &
World Report. "The effori 1o prevent this
from happening is not going to excite

Americans as'much as the threat they

would face if things go wrong.” v
Mr. Casey should remember -that the
Reagan administration came into office
complaining about the Marxist leanings of
Nicaragua’s Sandinista govermment that
took power in 1980. Where was the “wave of

™~

immigration™ then, or now, despite the
ClA’s covert war that is claiming new
casualties every day?

In El Salvador, the .Reagan
administration’s rearming and propping up -
of the badly failing Saivadoran army has
belped to intensify the civil war in that
country. The fighting has displaced
thousands of . Salvadorans who now are
more dependent on U.S. assistance. .

1In both’ cases Innocent civilians — not'
communists — have borne the brunt of the
Reagan administration's refusal to “cease
to involve itself in the internal and externad

. affeirs of its meighbors,” 2 pledge the

president is seeking from the Sandinista
government; The Americen public canngt”
be fooled by Mr. Casey's fingoistic rhetoric.

1f 8 “wave of immigration” shourid occur
from Centrali America, he and his leader

must be held responsible. .

R |
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Ploys the Administration
Z/[ay Use to Azd Contras

Administration’s paeans to bipartisanship
are little more than a demand {or bipartisan
acquiescence.

B» WILLIAM M. LEOGRANDE

The mining of Nicaragua's harbors,
uncoriaken DV the Reagan Administration
without eny real consultation with Con-
gress, has so angered the lawmakers 1hat
there is_& real possibility that they will
refusé o apurove any additional fu fundxrggfor
the CIA'¢ noi-so-secret war against the
Sanmms_as “Trey're not going 1o get arn any_
more . money,  House Speaker Thomas |

Q'Neill Jr. said flatly.

Cq.B_Congrgs= re gllx stop the war? Opti-

Tists point to the copngressional ban that
e‘«e..L___...C ivelv_halied the Central Intelligence
Agency’s coverl operations in Angola in
‘9f6.<Pessm.sr.s point to the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s long record of being less than
forincoming and cooperative with Congress
on Central American issues, particularly its
ingenuity in getting around congressionally
mandated limits and conditions on aid to
El Salvador.

If Congress ties the purse strings, the
Administration's options will be limited. It

.could, of course, accept the judgment of

Congress and abzndon operations against
Nicaragua. But Nicaragua has been a bete
noire of the Administration ever since it
came o office. On various occasions senior
Administration officials, including President
Reagan himself, have szid that peace in
Central America is impossible so long as the
Sandinisies rule in Managua. In addition
William J. Casey, the CIA director and
Reagan’s close friend, has reporiedlv taken
a personal interest in the covert war. It is
unlikely tihat the Administration would
simply bow 1o Congress’ insistence that U.S.
involvement be ended. :

But how could the Administration keep
the war going if Congress refused to pay for
it? There are at least three possibilities, all of
which have surfaced in the press only to be
hotly denied by Administration spokesmen.

The f{irst would be to reeruit other
countries to pick up the tab for the war,

perbaps in exchange for a promise to

increase U.S. aid to those countries accord-
ingly. This, after all, is how the covert war
began, with Argentina and Honduras acting

as U.S. proxjes, But the Argentine and

Honduran generals who hired themselves
out in 1982 have since been deposed, so new
partners would have to be found. Israel is a
prime cardidate. The Likud government has
glrezdy porsitioned Israel as a major arms
supplier to rightist regimes in Latin Ameri-

S ANCELES TTMES
2 ﬁrﬁirizéf TEtR-RDP91-00901R00(

i
LT

ca; 1o become the contras’ patron could be
seen 'as a logical next step. No item in the
foreign-assistance budget has greater sup-
port, particularly among Democrats, than
aid to Israel, thus making the Israeli option
virtually immune to congressional retribu-
tionsa

A _second optxon for the Administration is
10 encourage—or at least tolerate—private
fund-raising within the United States. In the
past few months Central America has
moved to the top of the issues agenda for the
New Right, so the potential for such a
funding drive is clearly present. That,
however, would be such a blatant violation
of the Neutrality Act that the Administra-

- tion would have a difficult time turning a

blind eye to it over the long run. And private
funding could not replace the technical and
military advice that the CIA has provided to

 between t

‘* the contras.

The third option is for the Administration
to simply continue funding the covert war,
regardless of congressional action, by using
various contingency funds and special °
emergency powers—as the President did
Friday to provide military aid for El
Salvador.

This tactic on behalf of the Nicaraguan
contras is probably unlikely in the immedi-
ate future. s_legal department
recentlv prepared, at White House reguest,

a study on the use of contingency funds to
keep the covert war poing: it advised that
such action probably was illegal. It was
specifically prohibited in the compromise on
funding the covert war, which was crafted
ouse and Senate last year, |
But_when the new fiscal vear begm< in !
Qctober this prohibition will iapse. Unless
covert war, the Administration will be able
to _circumvent the spirit of congressional
action without actually violating the letier

o)

The battle between Congress and the
executive branch over the covert war
against Nicaragua has been under way for
more than two years, and, while the recent
skirmishes certainly have been among the
most intense, the battle is far from over. The
Reagan Administration has made clear its
belief that Congress ought not meddle in
foreign policy, and Congress has been
equally adamant in its refusal to return to
the passivity that marked the pre-Vietnam
War era.

STAT
400040001-2

Hov. ihe Acdministration reacts o LOD-

gress unw ;llmgnese 1o continue the covert

ar will be a good indicator of whether the

Administration is prepared to meet Con-
gress halfway in the search for & bipartisan

oreign-policy c¢onsensus, or whether the

William M. LeoGrande is an associate pro-

Jessor of political science ai American Uni-
versity in Washington, He has written widely
on U.S. relations with Central America.
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Text of Statement by C.I.A

WASHINGTON, April 16 —~ Following is a statement today by‘Georg
Lauder, the Central Intelligence Agency spokesman, on behalf
concerning its efforts to keep appropriate committees of Congress informed of

C.I.A. covert operations:

During the 13 January 1981 Senate
Select Committee on” Intelligence
bearing on the nomination of - Mr.
Casey to be Director, C.I.A,, Mr,
Caseysaid: o

"1 intend to comply fully with the
spirit and the letter of the Intelligence
- Oversight Act. I intend to provide this

' committee with the information it be- -
" Heves it needs for oversight pur--

. poses.” )

" "Mr. Casey believes the record will

- reflect that he and his sta#f have kept
| that pledge. A chronology of brisfings

mittees in connection with events in
Central America reveals that from
.December 1981 through March 1984,
either the director or deputy director
briefed the Congressional commit-
tees 30 times on Central America.

through 2. April 1884, other officials of
or the committee statf 22 times on

Since the first of this year, the subject

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91_—Q0901 R000400040001-2
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of mining of Nicaraguan ports has

.been discussed with ‘members or

staffers of the committees and other
members of the Congress 11 times,
Largely in order to keep the Can-
gress satisfactorily informed on the
agency's activities, the director has

of the'agency

i
i

|

ened the C,1.A%s ;

Congressional liaison office. This of. '

. fice has been i1 virtual daily contact

with staffers of the House or Senate
oversight committees as well as staf{.

_ers and members of other commit-

tees of the Congress, The obligation to
keep the oversight committees fully
informed has, as it has evolved in

- practice, been met by briefings of the
.staff, responding to their oral and

written questions, and by providing

", updates on -developments and an.

__ Moreover, from 16 September 1983 '
C.LA. briefed either the committees . .

swering .any and all questions at
meetings called by the committees,
There has been no reluctance to
share information with them. As has
been reported in recent days, mem-

‘bers of both committees have af. -
-firmed that this process has made the
-required information available. 3 .
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Senate mtelligence panel
failed as mine detectors

W ks

WHAT DID they know and when
did they know It? That variation on_a
{arous Watergate-ers quection b being
asked once more on_ Cspito]l Hil) as
lawmakers try to figure out why the
Senate and House {ntelligence commit-
tees didn't warn them saclier about the
Centra] Intelligence Agency-supervised
mining of Niearaguan harbors.

.. Barry Goldwater, chairman of the
Senate committee, complained last

week In a blistering letter to CIA Di-

rector Willlam Casey that he wasn't
informed of the mining, Danie] Patrick
Moynihan, top ranking Democrat on
the committee, concedes that_CIA offi-
ciels raenticned the mining in a March
8 brieting and again on March 13, But
be claims that remarks about the min-
ing consirted of only one sentence dur~
ing each long committee meeting. In &
fit of pique, Senator Movnihan has an-
nounced his resignation from the com-
mittee (o which Kentucky's Senator
Walter D, Buddleston is 2 member),
On the other hand, Senator Patrick
Leshy, also & member of the pznel,
1ays he was fully informed on the sub-
ject. He hinted that some 3enators
knew & lot sbout the mining but enly
objected to it gfter it became public.
Meanwhile, Representstive Edward
P. Boland, chelrman of the House in-
telligence committee, acknowledges
thet his panel got full and wimely CIA
briefings, And in an obvious reference
to the Senzte commitiee, he told The
New York Timet, “Thers's been some
coroplaint that some other body was
not keeping pace with what was hap-
pening. That's thelr responsibility, I
knew what my responsibility was.”
Reptf:se?tative Boland can h{'ﬁﬂ]’é Ib.:
accused of trying to protect the
and the Resgan admin&tration. In Bact,
bhe voted April § against the adminis-
tration's request for $21 million to con-
tinue the "covert” war against Nicerae
gua. That was before the congressional
furor over the mines, which prompted
both houses of Congress to approve
non-binding resolutions urging that no
U. 8. funds be used to finance the min-
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ing operation. But presumsbly because
he was privy to classified Information
on the subjert, Mr, Boland did not in-
form the full House of the extent of
U, S. invelvement in the mining before
the April 5 vote,
What 21l this amounte to, then, is 2
serious fallure of -congressionzl over-
sight of the CIA. Senator Moynlhu
may be correct when be claims the
whst the CIA told his commities wa:
too little and too late. But senators
especially those on the intelligencs
committee, are supposed 10 keep
abreast of what's going on in the
world. Radic Managua bad broadcas:
reports about mining operations as ear-
ly as January 3. Five days later, lead-
ers of the main group of anti-Sandin.
ista rebels supported by the United
States boasted publicly in Honduras

that they planned to mine Nicaraguan
waters. The New York Times carried a2
story sbout harbor mining, Including
the fact that two Nicaraguan fishing
boats had been damsged, on March 7,
the day before the first CIA briefing of
the Senste committee.

So members of that commities al-
ready should have been aware that
something dangerols was afoot, And,-
at the March 8 meeting, they should
have grilled the CIA witness even be-
fore he mention ¢ mining,

If Jawmakers entrusted with respon-
sibility to oversee intelligence agencies
are so siow to plek up warning signals,
what protection does the nation bhave
against seriovs blunders by an over-
zealous executive branch? For instance,
President Reagan reportedly has ap-

. proved & policy of pre-emptive mili-
tary and paramilitary strikes ageinst
suspected terrorists abroad. Obviously,
this “pro-active” approech to fighting
terrofism could degenerate into assassi-
nationt and other measures that Con-
gress outlawed after Jearning of CIA
and FBl abuses in the 15703, But if
congressiona] oversight committees ere
half-asleep, what's to prevent counter-
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Congress, wary of ‘Americanization’ of covert tactics,
seems likely to restrict aid, demand more accountability Bk

By Danie! Southerand
S writer of The Christian Science Monitor
' Washington
President Reagan's secret aid plans for
| Nicaraguan guerrillas have been slowed
! by congressional opposition. It is now

! possible that within weeks, the Congress *
will blow those plans completely out-of -

the water..

Agency (CIA) is reported to have sus-
pended its mining of Nicaraguan harbors.
Given the uproar in the Congress, it now
seems unlikely to resume them. . -~ .

Congressional specialists say that even
if Congress agrees to continue funding

gua, it is Likely to place tighter restrictions
on how the money is used. Congress is.
also expected to demand fuller reporting
to congressional intelligence committees
on the supposedly secret operations. ,

But with Congress in recess, the legis-

lative process is fraught with uncertain-
ties. Perhaps the only certainty is that
some form of Senate-House conference on
covert aid will take place. | .-

On April 5, the Senate approved an ad- -
ditional $21 million for the Nicaraguan
rebels. But the House is now.in less of a
mood to comprornise on the issue. .The
Democrat-dominated House has .voted
twice along party lines to suspend aid to :
the Nicaraguan rebels. Also voting along |
party lines, the House Intelligence Com. |
mittee -on April 11 rejected President.
Reagan’s request for additional aid. -

The most-heavily publicized criticisms

of the administration’s handling of the .

ClA-sponsored mining operations have
.come from the leading - Republican- and -
leading Democrat on the Senate-Select
Committee on Intelligence. Both have.
charged that they were not fully informed
of the operations, as required by law. On

The United States Central Intellizence

CIA-backed guerrillas fighting in Nicara-

Sunday, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, a
New York Democrat, resigned in protest
from his position as vice-chairman of the
committee. . . .

The Republican committee chairman,
Sen. Barry-Goldwater of Arizona, in a
now famous “‘Dear Bill” letter to CIA Di-
rector William J. Casey, denounced the
mining of harbors as ‘“'an act violating in-
ternational lew” and “an act of war.”
Senator Goldwater told Mr. Casey that
bis guess was that the House of Represen-
tatives. would defeat the administration’s
supplemental aid bill and that the Senate
committee “‘will not be in any position to
put up much of an argument after we were
not given tne information we were entitied

- toreceive.” -

Congressional specialists on the House
side tend to support Goldwater’s state-

- ment. As one aide to a key Democrat put

it, “The House will simply not go along
with the Senate on this.” - :

Where the disclosure of the controver-
sial mining operations appears to have
done the most damage to the administra-
tion is among senators and congressmen
who only reluctantly went aloggés with
funding for the Nicaraguan rebels, or
“contras,” as they are often called. As a
congressional aide put &, “Some people

are going to start saying, “Wait a minute. -

This far, and no farther.” ”

Among those who had provided back-
ing for “limited” covert operations was
Sen. David F, Durenberger, a Minnesota

Continved
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Sandinista Foes
Turn Toward
Israel for Aid

By DOYLE McMANTS,
Times Stafj Weiter

WASHINGTON—The largest

Nicaraguan rebel group plans toask
Israel for aid because Congress has

failed to authorize any further CIA
expenditures for the rebels’ fight
-against the leftist Sandinista gov-

ernment, a rebel official said Sun- !

day. * .

" The officiai,k a member of the

Honduras-based -Nicaraguan Dem-
ocratic Force, said the leaders of his
organization are scheduled to meet
with U.S. intelligence officials today
to discuss their options for finding
new funds. :

The Reagan Administration has -

reguested $21 million to continue its

-covert aid to the rebels, known as

contras, but the Democratic-led

.House of Representatives post-

poned action on the issue last week
amid an uproar over the ClA-di-
rected mining of Nicaragua's har-
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“~“We can do without the mining, but we cannot wage a

war without resources,” said the rebel official, who
asked not to be identified by name, - -

He said that without substantial aid soon, the,
estimated 15,000 rebels grouped in three rival organiza-
tions would begin shutting down their military opera-

“tions. “We will survive as a movement, but we won't be
able to do anything that will have a real effect on the

40001-2

Sandinistas,” he said. . :
The ClA has warned in unusually open statements
" that the last congressional appropriation for the covert
- wat—$24 million approved last November—*is running .
- out quickly,” in the words of one intelligence official. _
One intelligence official said this could happen as”
- early as this week, but congressional sources and rebel ;
- officials said the guerrillas -could probably “rontinue,
operations for another month. ... .. . s o E
The House is expected to debate the $21-million
_request as soon as it returns from Congress’ Easter
' vacation, but Democratic leaders, including.Speaker
Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill ir. (D-Mass.), have pledged to.
blockthefunds, = - .o RS
The leader of the Nicaraguan Democra"t‘i,‘c',Force.
. AdoMo Calero, appealed publicly last week for help from
. the Administration.~ ="~ -~ .. .. 7 ¢

e

o

‘Szys 8,000 Rebels.Fgce Slangﬂt&r - , : ‘ I

- “We have 8,000. people inside Nicaragua!”he said |
then in'a telephone interview from Miami. “I dod't think
the United States would abandon those people’I don't
think the United States would permit thém. to be
slaughtered.” - - = R

Another rebel official said that Calero begalt Bearch-

ing for alternative sources of funding as it became clear
: ';.hat the House might delay newClA funding indefinite-. -
“We have looked for private money, but there isn't
enough,” he said. “We need a government. We think the
Israelis. would be.thé:best,“beciiise they~hHave the
technical experiences-*  ~i -
Israel has already -supplied arms to another Nicara-
guan group, the Revolutionary Democratic Alliance, led
by iqr_mer Sandinista hero Eden Pastora, rebel sources .

Continusd:
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APO6 NICARAGUA/ JENNINGS: The CIA director, William Casey, took a shot at
MINES congressional critics of Nicaraguan policy today. Mr.
Casey 5aid he or his deputy discussed the mining of
Nicaragua ports 11 times with congressional committees.
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Congress is taking its annual Easter
break back home on Main Street this
week and President Reagan should
use the opportunity to inform the peo-
ple of the serious dameage that has
been done to the United States’ vital

. national interests in Central America.

The Senate's lopsided vote last week
opposing the mining of Nicarsgua's
waters by CIA-supported Nicaraguan
democratic forces — followed by a simi-
lar House vote — was a classic examplé
of disinformation by a small politically

motivated small group of politically*

motivated Congressional aides.

For more than four years the Nica-
ragua junta has been providing arms,
sanctuary and direction to the leftist

guerillas trying to shoot their_way_

'SOVIET ARMS

Throughout this undisguised offen-

sive, Congress has repeatedly ap- '

proved support for the Nicaraguan
dermnocratic forces. ‘ o '

N

~ This US. military aid Is_aimed at -

stopping Soviet arms supplies to the El
Salvador puerilias. It is also aimed at

persuading the junta to call off.its bid

lo spread Soviet and Cuban stvle revo-
"lution throughout Central America.
It is thoroughly justified under the
.charters of the UN and OAS which
specifically provide for the right of self-
defense against armned aggression
The Senate on April 6 approved con-
“tinuing this military aid — including,
what had been known for months,
support for the rebels’ mining opera-
tions. Indeed, the rebels had specifi-

16 April 198k

lt's time Reagan exposeu—
the appeasers on Cepitol Hill

|
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'ANOTHER LEAK

Sen. Goldwater, head of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, sent an
angry confidential letter to Casey.
He protested that he had not been -
briefed on the mining operation but -
his House counterpart -had been and’
he complained that if this happened

.again he would raise *“one hell of a

lot of fuss about it in public.”
Goldwater's

~ leaked. Who by? Certdinly, not by Gold-

cally announced each operation since

the mining began last January. .

Before that Senate vote, but-too late .

—

to influence it, the Wull Street Journal

published deliberately leaked details -

of the mining operation which had . ::

been provided to the House Intelli-
-gence Committee by CIA Director
William Casey in January and March,
This was classified information. The
leak raised a firestorm in the Wash-
ingtlon press corps and among many
members of Congress which enabled
Sen. Kennedy and other Democratic
opponents of the Reagan Administra-
tion's Central American policy to r

e- U .
group and créippacved fuaie Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R00040004

water. He is an elder statesman of sub-

‘stance and status and when the Senate

Republicans panicked and Joined the

. Democrats to vote against the mining
:  he.opposed the scuttle. : ~

-.Itis irrelevant whether.Goldwater, -
. was present or not when his intelli- °
.gence committee was briefed by the .

CIA. Casey personally briefed the

commitee on March 8 and again on - :
. March 13. The committee’s staff was
" given a further, much more detailed

briefing on April 2 when Sen. Moyni-
han's senior: committee aide says

. was put into a memorandum that
‘was haphazardly circulated. -~

Each ‘briefing contained specific
reference to the mining. Sen. Leahy
(D-Vt.), opposed to.the operation,
says he was fully informed about it.

Sen. Moynihan, more equivocal, con-
cedes that his aide “seems to remem-
ber it” but adds: “I'm sitting here won-
dering what'is really going on.”

What jis going on is a blatant
violation of classified information
and possibly a violation of U.S.law,

It is crucial to Congress' oversight

~ role vis a vis the CIA that the intelli-
-gence’ committees have an effective
working relationship with the CIA and

that it is confidential. Until now that !

relationship hds been very good, cer-

- tainly between committee members
and top ClA officials.

. The crisis in Central America, how.
ever, has bepun to create roblems
gmong committee staff members
concerned with their own personal
causes., "

letter was prornptl;v."

Continueg
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US - CENTRAL AMERICA
BY W. DALE NELSON
WASHINGTON

Responding to charges 1t kept cungréssional pversight committees in the dark

about the mining of Nicaraguanh harbors, the CIlA said Monday night the mission
was gdiscussed 11 times with lawmakers or their aides,

In its third public statement in 3 week about the controversy, the nérmally

reticent CIA said "there has been no reluctance to share information with" the
House and Senate intelligence committees.

“Since the first of this year, the subject of mining of Nicaraguan ports has 5
been discussed Wwith either members or staffers of the committees and other

members of the Congress 11 times,” the CIA said in a statement issued by
spokeswoman Pat volz.

ate ' ] tai ided the committees
put the statement did not specify what details were provi _
during those briefings or when they pceurred. Commlttee mempers claim they uere
given only cursory information atout the CIA -directed mining and, in many

-

|
cases, well after it had started. f

i ‘ 1111 " ' the record will
Mg, vplz said CIA Director William J. Casey "believes _ _
reffect that he and his staff have kept" a plecge e made in 1981 to provide
necessary information to the intelligence panels,

] gt i 1 committees about
Ms. Volz said Casey or his deputy priefed the congressiona
Central America 30 times since December 1981.and CIA ofr1c3§ls have reparted
on Central America to the committees OF committee staffs 22 times since last
September.

' i 1 was first
According to members of the two committees, the House pane
informed ofgthe CiA's role in the mining on Jan. 31, several dags after it hgﬂ
started, but one source said that information came at the end of & briefing an
only after a specific question about it. |
The Senate committee was notified March 8 by means of a brief mention in a
lengthy statement, of which few if any senators took note.

In én interview Monday, Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt., a8 Senate Intelligence

i i iefi {IA 2bout the
i mber. said he received a full briefing from th% '
gggﬂtsEigcﬂid miﬁing of Nicaraguan waters phly because he went and dragged it
out of them."”

The Intelligence Oversight act, passed in 1980, reguires the CIA to Kkeep

‘ " : j £ all intelligence
i 1igence panels “fully ang currently 1nformiq 0 : gence
ggiii?§€ts"gbeingpengaged in by the United States, including any significant
anticipated activities."

* % % % % & % %
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C.LA. Chief Sees Mlgratton,
NotMmmg, as Public Worry

WASHINGTON, April 15 (AP) The
Director of Central Intelligence, Wil-
liam J. Casey, says he believes the
American public is more concerned
about the wave of immigration that
would follow new Soviet and;Cuban
gains in’ Central America than;about
reports that his agency has supemsed
the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, ac-

- cording to an interview in U.S. News &
. World Report.

In the interview in this week'&;ssue
of the magazine, Mr. Casey declined to
comment on the imining, which¥s m-f
tended to curb a flow of weapons that
the Reagan Administration says the
leftist Government of Nicaragua 'is
channeling to guerrillas in E} Salvador.

But the head of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency was quoted as saying: “‘1
think that people in the long ryn are
less concerned about reports of mining

Nicarsa, harbors than. they_are |
- about the danger of creating a wave of
. immigratipn into this country if Cen-

tral America or any part of it should
fall under Soviet-Cuban domination.”’

. ““If we have another Cuba in Central, |
America, Mexico will have a big prob-

lem and we're going to have a massive
wave of immigration,” he was quoted

. as saying. “The effort to prevent this:

from happening is not going to excite
Americans as much as the threat they

¢
would face if things go wrong.””

Mr. Casey also said rebels seeking to
overthrow the Sandinista regime in
Nicaragua, séme of whom are report-
edly supported by C.I.A. funds, are
likely to fail. -

1 think there’s no chance that they
will be able to overthrow the Govern-
ment,”” he was quoted as saying. “In
the resistance you have, it is said, per-
haps 15,000 men with rifles scattered
around the open, u.npopulated parts of
the country, ‘which i is where guerrillas
canhide, ~

“They can't go into the cxtzes, which
the *Government is protecting ‘with
tanks and 75,000 men in the army, the
militia and the security forces.”

He said chances that the Nicaraguan

population would rise up and overthrow

the Government was ‘‘a very long shot

and unlikely” because it is kept under
close control.
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Hopes for zn effective U.S. policy in Central

. Americe are going a-glimmering. President Rea-
'~ €2n s only o ready to blame Congress, and Con-

- gress is only too ready to blame him. But behind it

all is grim jockeving for position in case things fall

~-apart or the region’s many wars get bigger. Like

“Irap in 1980, Central America is ar issve with po-

- tential repercussions so serious they could deter-
- Inine the outcome of the November election. ,

. . Inrecent davs, national security adviser Robert

" .C."McFarlane has conceded that U.S, policy may

'fai) in E) Salvador, and ClA director William J.

~ Casey has asserted that the Nicaraguan counter-

. revolutionaries assisted by his agency have little

. chance of overthrowing the Sandinista govern-
~#ment. Does that mezn that the Reagan adminis-
- tration is going to pull the plug op E) Salvador.or
: Slop supporting the Contra movement? Not very

likely. It suggests to us that if catastrophe strikes,

" 2s/it did in Lebanon, that the administration is

preparing w say it anticipated the worst because

..of what Mr. Reagan czlls a “wavering” Congress.

As Congress hezded home for its Easter recess,’

. there were some welcome cross-currents: the Re-

- publican-led Senate voting to condemn the mining
operations zgainst Nicaragua; assertions by vari-

vy
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‘Worst Possible Policy’

ous Democrats that they were adequatelv briefed
by the CIA; even the White House and Representa-
tive Clarence D. Long (D, Md.) 2lmost cutting &
deal on aid for E! Salvador.-

Nevertheless, we see only intense political

wrangling 2head. Mr. Reagan is well under wayon .

a course in Centra] America that is opposed by all
three Democratic contenders for the presidency.
He has built up 2 massive, semi-permanent U.S.
military presence in Honduras, placed the
resources of the CIA behind Niczraguep insur-
gents and programumed aid for E! Salvador even if
rightwinger Roberto D’Aubuisson wins the May 6
presidential election. Yet troubled 2s the Demo-
crats may be by these actions, they 6o pot want to
be open to GOP tzunts that they “lost” Centrel
America. So the outlook is for just enough money
out of Congress to keep the Reagan policies crank-
ing over, but not enough — if any would be enough
— to roake them suecessful.

The Kissinger Commission hzas said there might
be an argument for doing nothing and an argu-
ment for doing a lot more. But it warned that the
“worst possible policy” (which is the policy we zre
destined to have for the rest of this election vear)
is to give “some aid but not enough.”
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Rowland Evans
And Robert Novak

Betraying
The |
Contras .

- Balfway measures by an administra:
tion lacmne the will to win are leacung
lo this fragic turn in the fight egainst
Central American communism: be-
< travel by politicel posturing in . Wesh:
incion of  Nieereguz’s anti-Merxist
contres. : T

Murky charees fioet around Cenitol

polizice) meel--”

Hill that last weel:‘s
stromw was sieried by hishlv placed cs:

reer otficers in tne Central Intellisence .

Agency who elwave had opposed Diree-
tor_Williayy  Cecev's _anti.Sandinista

campaicn in ‘generz) and mminr N\c&-f-.
Y8fus’s poris in particular. - - x|
rer:eau was !
" started elsewhere—by the Republican™

- In truth, | however,

Jeaders in the Senate. Seeking vava

defuse the issve, end pret.sed 10 doso

by the White house they joined liberal
senators instead of A firhting them. - .
Thus can be glimpsed the end of an

anti SandmLsia policy in Ncamzuat

that was <00 caut:om from "the start.”

Ronald Reagan now finds himself on™
- the brink of 2 foreign debdcle dwarfing
" the Lebanon ﬁasco enoangenng hxs

foreign policy'and his reclection -
~An attempt by the presment to:

mobilize the nation may be necass&q:i'

__loaveri & congressional cuw"f of .funczs.'

" Unless thirg-nation backmg (Israel or !
.Saudia Arsbie s menptioned) can be B

found or token U.S. financing main-
tained, commupist .control in I\)czra
gua will be mn.ﬁrmed. o

Plzving cute pol itics last week ended
the administration’s chances to shape &~
dramatic up-or-down vote on Nicare«?
gua. That test would have created an

EIECUOD -vear contest between & réso-s.

Jute Rx:asan lehng w teke risks to_
sgve Centra_ America, and & divided
Democratic Parry whose neo- isolation.- o
=t wing abjures the use of force ggainst ™
revo)umonaf\' Merzism. Such an elees’

tion-vear issue would aiAl@NOMth For Relea8&#

voiers & chance (o choose, g

WASKINGTON TIMES

16 April 188¢

Senate Majority Leader Howerd;
Baker sel the stage for the mass Re-
publican backdown on the port-mining .

. issve. Addressing & closed-door Senste

" ignored scresmming beadlines and majar

~ Republican conference April 10 (with

an unusally high atiendance of nearly .

50 senators), Baker calléd for 2 show of

hands on this guestion: How many ’

support Sen. Edwerd Kennedy's reso

- lution to cut off 2l aid for the mlmnr"’
Counting 16 hanos, Baker toid his col-

* leagues that much support would g‘ua:

" “antee Kennedi's winning. Rather than”
- oourt humlxatmg'defeat for the presi- .

- dent, he said, better for the Rpubhcans

to “defuse™ the issue by joining Ken-y |

ned5 Yet, - shrewdly mansged battle”
" against the resolution conceivably mz,__ht
have won In the Sensie. Instead, moder-
ate Democrats were freed by the Repub-
-Bican siorender to join Renneo\ N

Baker's rationale wes that since tbc
resolution was non-binding, Kennedy's
victory wowd signifv pothing. That

- tzkeouts orn “the _evening televisioh+

-news. 1t also ignored the poisonous im-.
- pact of retrest on -other. Latm Amer-

ican states

But the malb;‘\ 1eader was in txine

'r with the White House, where hief of .

“staff James Beker T was'an arc}mect

- of the -go-with -Teddy - strategy. JLm

" Baker’s. poht:c:al priority today is not !
ﬂgntmg COMMUDISLS in Central Amer.

_ica but devising new ways to shape

’Reagan as the peace president. r
-Even before Reagan ‘took the, prw
dential vath, his national security plan.
ners’ had focused on Nicafagua as -the
*obvious place for the new adrainistration -

+ 1o prove-its credibiity in the-East-West .

~ struggle. Step by step,-however, original
. plans were shaved and shorn’ Published k
- reports of pln:med mining of Nicaraguan®

poris appeared as early as July 1983, but
_ nothing happened jor months. :

When it finally did, the mining wes
not kept secret from Congress Mer-

h bers, of the Senste end House intelli-

r

gelice commitiees, now whining sbout
being left in the ua:L learned—if they
_listened—of the mmmg operation on
- three separate occasions. Sen, Malcolm'
“Weallop, an ettentivé Republican on the
Intellicence Commitiee, 1o}d us it was’
“an outright fabrication” for &ny mem-
: ber to claim otherwise. -
The rodts of the upmar on Camtol

TR g0 deeper than Bl Casev's diffi-

culry or_unwillingness 10 communicaie”

' mrh Con.m-cs Thex g0 10 con;'resc)onal
005 B RINEDPYT.00901R000400040001-2
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Meariem in Central Americe. 1o mem:
bers of bath partes concerned about the

the enemv at the back door,
-That mood counts heavily when the

White House ie more concerned about

the president’s election- -Vear image than
ebout the future of the contras. In con- ,
trast, & few desply concerned senaiors

The alternative might be another chap-
ter of betraval-of allies, this time by &

- -president who just fou: Vears ago
. Pledged 1o close the book on such con-
;uuct..: -

nucetes of mtewtaonal law U“QM_C__Q_'

- '&re wying Reagan 10 g0 10 the naijon,

€183, Rews Group Chitago, inc. ‘ -



~ tion on the size of the Soviet -

ARTICLE APPEALRED
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Cop‘ez't Aid

Salvage Try
J

Under Wa/y

By Charles R. Babcock
and -Bob Woodward

Washingion Post Steff Writers

The Resgan administra- l

tion is trying to salvage fal-°
tering congressional and pub- -
He suppart for its secret war -
against * Nicaragua by at-
empting to focus new atten-"

‘and Cuban military buildup -

in Central America and “play-

ing down the controversy -
over U.S.-directed mmmg of - E

Nicareguan harbars. -
In &n efort to rescue $21

‘million in fundmﬁ for the co-

. at our doorstep

~ Cuban uniforms and been - -
tegrated into many units of

tne regular Sandinista army.

‘The president “cited sim- .
ier, but slightly lower, fig-

" ures on the - Sowet—Cuban

presence in Nicaragua in a
-radio  address . Saturday in
‘which he said, “We cannot *
" turn our backs T on t}us crisis” |

Others in in and out of the adrnm—'

ilf;trahon are skeptical of the CIA fig- :'

ures. Cne congressional source famil-
jar with the intelligence estimates -
said vesterday, “My fear is that n’

the effort to save.the program. thev '

will overstate  their case and under-
mine the truth, which is that there
has been a very substantial buildup”
b\ Soviets and ‘Cubans.

“ This source nated that the Soviets

h a2ve sent new generations of air de-

vert operations, CIA Director
Willam~ J. Casev tolgd- “the—
‘Senate last week ‘that” the .

“controversial _ ClA-directed-
~mining of Nicaraguan . har--

bors wes not_an integral part.

‘of the progrem, President!
Respan and mt,elhgence of-

ficials _also beran” giving
stronger emphasis to specific

figures about the scope of the

threat thev see in the region..
ClA officials _have .said -

that their mtelhgence oollec- ’

“tion shows - 7 ¢
Soviet Union ‘is

.. e The
spending between $4 billion
and §$4.5 billion each-yeer in
Cube and $250 million to -
$300 million elsewhere in -

Central America. =77 ]

-« The Soviets have about -

10,000 personnel din Cubs;’
. 8,00070f these &re- ’Lechmcxans :

and 2,000 are military. About

100 Sowets are'in Nicaragua. -

¢ The Cubans have be-

tween 7,000 end 10,000 per- -

sonnel in = Nicaragua, of

whom between 2,500 and -

3,500 are military. Casey has
said that the Cuban military
personnel in Nicaragua have : -
shaved  their qutro-qry

beards,

Tense missiles, planes and maritime
¥quipment to Cuba.

Sen. David F. Durenberger (R-

Minn.), 2 member of the Senate in-
ielligence committee who has sup-
ported the administration’s requests
Tor covert funding, said yesterday
that he questioned the Soviet-Cuban
troop numbers being used by admin-
istration officials. |
" *The Sandinistas are supposed to
be moving ‘Cubans out” he said.
“There are probably substantially
fewer there than - there were six
months ago.”

Durenberger also criticized the ad-

ministration for making no real at-

terspt “to sell” Congress or the pub-
ic on the Kissinger commission’s
recommendations to fund long-term
economic growth in the region.

“The really frustrating thing is the
president has got to lift this out of -
mining and covert operations, and °
lift it into the larger context and get
it out to-the American people,” he :
said.

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy {D-Vt.), an

intelligence committee member who

voted egainst the $21 million in co-

vert aid, said yesterday that the ad-
ministration has been trying “to sub- .

stitute a covert operation for.a for-
eign policy.” He said on ABC-TV's
Thxs Week With David Brinkley”

WASEINGTON POST
an 16 Apri) 1984
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Administration officials made’
themselves - available to reporters
over the weekend as part of the new
public relations offensive: and for-
mer secretary of state Henry A,
Kissinger and UN." Ambassador
Jeane J. Kirkpetrick, also appearing
on ABC, urged the president to he
more forceful in telling the public
about the importance of U.S. inter-

_ests in Central America.

Kissinger criticized Reagan for Jet.
ting the debate “degenerate into $50

million increments” and added that,

“at the present level of effort, pro-

duced v’ la:rge part by ou}-domeq;ﬁlé X

division; -[the pohcv} is a recipe for

. disaster.” .. »
_ Klrkpatrlck echoea the need for
- more aid to bead off what might be-

come & “really major threat” to U.S.

gest threat was not combat troops on
U S. borders.

“It is in fact nuclear missiles, it’s
chemical weapons, which are another

“really important threat looming on

the horizon,” ‘Kirkpatrick said. She
sajd she d:d not have evidence that
the Soviets planned to use chemical
weapons in Central America but said
there had been no warning that they
would use them in Southeast Asia,
as the administration has alleged
Casev_told U.S. News & World
Report in an interview published
todav. “] think that people m the
long run are -less concerned about
reports of mining Nicaraguan har-
Dors than thev are about the danger
of creating a_wave of immigration
ipto this country if Central America

or anv part of it fall under Sovier-
ination.”
- Last week’s mining controversy

_ clearly damaged the administration’s

support in Congress for the covert

“war, however. Sources said, for in-
" stance, that Casev acknowledged to

a_proup of senators last Tuesday

that the mining was nat an integrel
part_of the US. effort in opposing
Nicaragua. This distressed some in-
telligence committee members who
had voted the week before to ap-
prove $21 million in additional fund-
ing for covert operations in Central

“national security. She said the big--

S ol S AAAN o rors CRSHRIRIREL .
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HE WAY tbe Reagan adminis-
weuion hendled the mining of

" Nicaragpuan waters raises new ques-
tions sbout iis compelence in for-
_eirn policy, but Congress would be
Tover-rescting w cut off all &id 1o
guertille groups fighting the "San-
" From beginning to end, the min-
ipg operation was misconceived and

- By Morton Kondracke

misherndied, It wes overseen directly

- by the Centrel Intelligence Agency,

" poi indirectly through tbe Nicars-
© gusn rebel groups. ’ ‘

The operstion wes designed 1o

infiict ecopomic damage op the

" Nicarsguen governrpent, but its im-

- mediste largels were ships of other

nstions, . incloding those of the

Netherlznds and Spein, allies of the

United States. .
The mining operstion was argue-
. biv &n act of war against Nicaragua

»

commitied directly by the United -

- Stzres. Worse than & violstion of
morality or international law, it was
handied with utier incompetence,
The CIA invented the operatiop
without due  consideration of the
" consequence of getiing caught at it

-

BALTIMORT SUN
16 April 1984
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T'he Nicaraguan Folly

It was presented to President Res-
gan as part of & package of measures

desigmed 1o step up aid 1o the anti- .

Sandinista guerrillas and without &
full debzie in the National Security
Council. Had such & debate oc-

“curred, Secretary of State George

pracoicalivnil

Shultz might have impressed his re-
ported “grave misgivings” on the
president. :
Then, key members of Congress
were informed only haphazardly
about the operation, or pot at all
One of those pot informed was Sen-
ator Barry Goldwater, chairmar of -
the Senate Intellipence Commities.

Mzr. Goldweter exploded. Anoth-
er person who didn't know .about
the operstion was House Minority
Lesder Rabert Michel, who protest-
ed thet the president’s top men in
Congress should not have to find
out whst their government is doing
by reading it in the hewspapers.

And, finelly, there is the leakaée
of the whole affair to the papers. If's -

not ¢lear who provided the first in-
formstion sbout C1A sponsorship of
the mining, but afierward the sd-
ministration Jesked® informstion
sbout it like a sieve. Secret-keeping
disciphine in Washingion  is pow

The administration also has pev-
er been able to get it straight in
public what its overall aims sre —
to overthrow the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment, force the Sandinistss to
stop supplving ammunition to Jefi-
wing forces in E] Salvedor, mske
the Szndinistas bold free elections,
or pressure them into peace negotis-

-tions with their neighbors.

. New informstion on administre.

~ tion policy in Lebapon — especially
& dezzling end dismaying sccount

by Thomas Friedmzap in the New
York Times megazine April & — in-
dicetes tbat internelly es well as
publicly, top Reagan aides .pever

* had & clear jdes what thev wanted

to gein from the presence of U.S.
Maearines. )

|
|

The same just may be true in
Nicarague. Some hard-liners, led by
the ClA’e Casey, seem 10 went w
overthrow tbe Sendinista govern-
ment. Otbers, such as Mr. Shultz,
want 10 force regiona! peace talks

"&nd & halt to Nicaraguan aid to Sel-

vadoran communists. The president
sornetimes gives one rationale; other
times, another. . .

£nother sign of incompetence is

the favoritism that the administra-
tion hes shown toward one guerrills

group, the ﬁghi—iee;ning FDN oper-
sting out of Hopnduras, instesd of
the democratically-inclined ARDE,

~led by the cherismetic Eden Pestors

(“Commsandsnte Cero™) operating
in southern Nicerecus. FDN feid
commanders too often are ocers
of the former dictetor Ansstesio
Somoze’s bruts! Netienel Guerd,
diminishing the FDN's credibility
among tbe Nicareguen people.

Despite all this, bowever, Con-
gress sbould not cut the rebels off,
As the New York Times reported on
April 11, even formeriv dubious Ep-
ropeen snd Latin diplomatis in Nie-
gragus now acknowledge that the
Sandinistas sre the principal source
(with Cubs and; indirectly, the
Soviet Union) of ammunition
reaching communist _insurgents in
E) Selvador. {

Nicaragus itsell bas the largest
ermed force in Centra] America, has
dedicated jtself to & ‘*‘revalution
without frontiers” throughout the
regior, is closely aligned with Mos-
cow and Hevane, and hes become
increesingly repressive internally.

There are two ways to thwart the
Nicaragusns from spresding com-
munism through Central America.
One is to support the contras —
Pastoras’ democrats, especially. The

.other is o send in U.S. troops. If

the administration can do it compe-
tently ttbe. former course is clearly
preferable.
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- plied Italian-made mines and a vessel of
.~ Panamanian registry to serve asa covert|

. Iministration’s covert strategy against

. the mines.
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The Central Intelligence Agency has
its quiet operations in Central Amer-
jca—and its noisy ones. Since late Febru-
ary, at Jeast a dozen ships under six flags
have run into mines planted in Nicara-
guan ports. The Reagan administration |
routinely credits the disruptions to Nica- :

raguan counterrevolutionaries. But last | -
week there was increasing evidence of] :

direct CIA involvement in the harbor
war against Nicaragua. According to in-
telligence sources, American agents sup-

mother ship. CIA speedboats delivered;

the devices—and CIA contract agents: -

helped sow the explosive charges.
The publicity came as the Reagan ad-

Nicaragua ran into stiff criticism from .
American allies and U.S. congressmen
alike. While Nicaraguan Defense Minis-
ter Humberto Ortega was said to be visit-
ing the Soviet Union and North Korea to
shop for a mine sweeper, a surprising
offer of help turned up from Paris. In 2
Jetter to Colombia’s president, disclosed
last week, France’s External Relations

_ Minister Claude Cheysson offered his

own government’s help in clearing the
mines if “one or several friendly Europe-
an powers” went along. Britain asked
the United States 10 help stop the #in-
ing. The Thatcher government had no -
plans to take any active part in mine-
sweeping—but it frowned on the mining :

© operation as a threat to the principle of

freedom of navigation. S
That the CIA orchestrated the strate-
gy of ‘mining Nicaragua’s harbors has
long been public knowledge. By mid-
February, anti-Sandinista forces had
mined the major ports at Corinto and
Puerto Sandino as well as several lesser
targets. By early March, Reagan ad-
ministration officials were privately
conceding that the CIA had equipped '
the contras with speedboats and acous- ;
tic mines, which are sown in patterns on
a harbor bottom and are detonated by /
the sound of a passing ship. (The acous-
tic weapons generally cause Jess damage
than floating mines anchored on the
harbdr bottom and detonated by con-
tact with a ship’s hull.) Last week’s

- new twist was that CIA contract agents

had directly helped the contras Jay

NEWSWEEK
16 April 1984

Specialists: CIA spokesman George
Lauder refused to comment on any de-
tails of the reports but said that “there
are no Americans involved” in Nicara-
gua or its waters. The Washington Post

reported that Latin American CIA spe- : -
_cialists with skills in arming mines and

piloting boats had joined the contra:

intelligence source, the mining opera-

* tion has been conducted by experts’

from El Salvador, Argentina mid—Chile._
According to this source, the CIA op-
eration is directed from 2 Panamanian’

vessel, which operates in international | -
waters convenient to Corinto:and Puer-:

to Sandino. The actnal mining is done |
from small, high-speed vessels entering
Nicaraguan waters after dark. CIA Di-
rector William Casey briefed the House -
Intelligence Committee on the mining .
program last month, the source said,’
and his testimony apparently became
the basis of several newspaper accounts.
Even before last week’s disclosures,
-the C1A’scovert operationsin Nicaragua:
‘wereattracting morecriticism on Capitol
Hill. The Republican Senateapproved an
additional $21 million in C1A supportfor
the Nicaraguan contras and attached the

financing 10 a bill that includes $61.7 .

million -in military aid for El Salvador.
But there were signs that the Senate
Intelligence Committee might urge the
administration to call off the mining
operation. The Democratic House was

geared for even stiffer opposition. The -

Democrats were inclined to support the
- aid for El Salvador. But chairman Dante

B. Fascell of the Foreign Affairs Com-

mittee said the attached finances for the

contras “may ‘make it very difficuit to

passitintheHouse.” .. .

Damage: The Reagan administration

still staunchly defends its efforts to cut
off the flow of Soviet-bloc weapons into
Nicaragua and to put economic pressure

onthe Sandinista regime. The problemis

that the CIA mines have now damaged
Soviet, Japanese, Dutch, Panamanian
and Liberian ships. There are fears that

! somemines might accidentally float into -

the Gulf of Fonseca, damaging ships
bound for El Salvador and Honduras as
well. For the moment, there appeared 10

.

" be little chance that France or any other

ally would go so far as 1o sweep for U.S.

. mines. But the operation’s political cost "

was obviously rising. Cheysson said that

- the ClA strategy represented “without a |

doubt a blockade undertaken in peace- :
time against a small country”—and thus |

- posed “‘serious problems of political :

operation. According 10 2a NEWSWEEK ' ethics.” And within the House and Sen-

ale, pressure was likely to grow for
the CIA to think again about an opera-
tion that threatened to hurt the Unit-

ed States even as it punished the !

Sandinistas.

. STEVEN STRASSER with
NICHOLAS M. HORROCK, JOHN WALCOTT

and JOHN J. LINDSAY in Washingion
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Reagan’80 G’bepRebuﬁ‘s[nquify
- By Congress on Transition Booés

1 ey
FPT L

—

WASEINGTON, April 14— A privale
joundatjon estzblished in 1950 to help
President-elect Rezgan's transition 10 ;
: office has rebuffed reguests from Con- 5
- gress and the Generz) Accounting Of. |
; fice to examine its books.

The foundation rzised and spent al- |-

mosil £, million berween the election
and the inauguration, according 10 its
{tax returns. _That arnount was in 2ddi. |
;Uon 10 2 million from’ the-General’
| Services Administratior, the Govern.
" | ment agency that roonitors how such
- money is spent. ST
" iTransition planners for Mr. Reagan :
"$2iC in 1980 that they were rzising pri. !
vare- ooney beczuse the G.S.A . funds
woulC not be pezrly enough 10 pay for
salaries and expenses. A month afrer |
the inaupuration, $285,59) of toe G.S.A.
Looney was el over, according 10 the

~e

Comptroller Generzl, although addi. 1

tonal bills could have been received
later, T e
No law requires the disciosure of
financiz! records for the foundation,
but transidon officials pledged in 1980
tha'L they wouwd be made publiec. This -
| bas not been done. N :
{,Tax returns' of the Presidential’
[Transition Foundztion for 1980 and |
1981, obtained from the Internal Reve- |
nue Service, show that the it recejved |
250,000 thzt the Federz) Election Com-
mission said had been transferred
fromm the Resgan jor Presidest :pri-~
mary effort. From private donations, -
the laxt refirns show, the foundation”
raised §727,600. - T eE e
In addition, a2 sepzrate trust set up
for the same purpose raised §160,000, of -
which $30,000 carae from 2 bank joan,
according to an official fzmiljar with
the trust. He would not cornment on
which bank provided the loan or under
what terns, and other Reagan Admin-
. :istaton officials declined 10 discuss
‘the fund-raising effort. :
! The Federal income tax returns fileg |
by the foundation do not provide de-
teiled information on denors, on how
the money was spent or on what nas

i
1
{
1
!

Approved For

By LESLIE MAITLAND WERNER

Sp=oi! W The New Yort Times

"Melody ‘Magin, said there wat no

- po¥_1ne Director of Central inelli-
Lransition team had decided to accept
only private conibutions of Jess than

S8 0. ‘

- where someone will say someope’s
- ‘buyingan ambassadorship," Mr. OrT,
" whoisTiow Air Force Secretary, seid at

! 6one with more than $38,600 that thevd - were being sought from *‘people who |
" have conributed generously .in the
, past™ 10 Mr, Reagan and George Bush,
" his running mate. ' '

show 2s Jeft over from the mone¥ cdl-
Jecred fTom private sources. - <
Because the foundation filed jts re-
turns 28 @ tex-exempt organization, -
they are 2veilable to the public from
the LR.S., &ithough all other tex e
turns are keptsecret - o
The General Accounting Office, the .
investigating 2rm of Congress, sought
o examine the books of the foundation

&nd the trust 1o determine who contrib-  disciosure. 4 spokestnan jor Mr, Casev.
uied money 2o the funds and how it was. | 5216 be s not avaiiable for comment, _

spent. Bul according to public docu-
ments, the zgency was denied access to
the records of the rwo funds. -
Edwin Meese 34, now the Presiden- i
tizl counselor, is listed op the jounda-
tion’s 1ax retwrns es its president. He -
szid in e recent interview that ‘‘since
this was etirely z private activity, 1
‘guess maybe that was the rezson” the
foundation's records have pot been dis
closed. - . ‘
4 revenve service disclosure officer,

record of either the trust or the jounda-
ton baving been granted tax-exempt |
status. The foundation, bowever, filed
both its'31980 and 1981 tax returns 2¢ a°
1ax-£xempt oTganization and & person
tamiiar with jts operations said it had
applied jor 2p exemption and was still
gwaiting a ruling. .
s onttored by Election Pavel - - -
Tbe Federal Election Commission
DOonitors contributions 1o election cam-
pzigns 1o make sure there is 2 public
‘record of the names, eddresses and oc-
-cupations of donors and the size of their
contributions, which is limited bylaw.
Bui there are no such reporting re-
+ QUITements 10 Gonetions 10 & Wrens-
von tund. Verne O, Who was One of
three directors of the foundaton, along
ith Mr. Meese aod Williem J. Ceasey,

e L

gence, 'said in J980 that the Rezpan

e don’t want the kind of money

the timme. Mr. Orr, who bandled budpe:-:
‘ary martiers for Mr. Reagan's transi- |
uon, zlso said the private donations ;

STAT

Tbe Disclostre Pledge
" Atthe time, Mr. Ort 2lso s2id that be--
Cause lefigver campaign contributions
would be mixed with the new costribu-
tons, the entire fund would be eudited

b_v't.h; Federal Election Commission
. &nc the names of the dopors would
. eventuelly be made public. But s -

spokesmen for the commission szid
this week that the matter was bandled
by the Compiroller Generz), who has
szid he was pot permited 1o audit the
records of the Foundation. .
AD Alr Force spokesman who w
v vestione Jor Mr, Urr sz be

. E0id nol comrhen;. Tne spakesman

\ T L~ d * laj Wb\'
why the G.4.0. wes denied access to
louncatior recoTis when he bad injtallv
salc 1he Iomostion would make Fol)

- 1881 Access Denlal Reported

"1In 2 Jener three years 2go to Repre-.
septative Jack Brooks, Democrat of |
Texas, Elmer B. Stezts, thep Comp-

troller General, said the counsel} for the
foundation “denied us’ access 10 the
books, records, and accounts for these
‘private funds.” o ,

He added, "Couseque:nt]y,‘we are not

able to report oo the toral 2mount of,
funds raised or the purposes for which |
The funds were used. We were advised, -

however, that the corporztion would be
audited by 2 public acotmting firm; "™

- The avudits were evenruzlly con-
gucted by the Washington office of the

Arthur Andersen firm, which has de-

clined to comment,
Mr. - MWeese, President

tons raised by his personal financial
¢ezaiinps that he dig¢ no: kpow whether
there had ever been 2 public accouns-
ing of the money raised and spent by
the transition foundation. I

Mr. Messe, who received $12,352 es
tbe foundation's only paid director,
said he thought the records were
**stored some place.”

*“That’s ope thing I had nothing 1o do
with, the financial aspects,” Mr, Meese
seid, referring 1o the money-raising-or-

ganization he headed. I don't kmow °

Continued ]
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Rezgan’s .
nomipes for Attorpey Genera), said in
| & recent interview copcerning the Ques-




CIA’s Latin actions open old
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By Terry Atlas.

“in Washington

:".L;-.Terry Atlas “isia™ member, of <The Tri-

wbune’s Washington Bureau,

. ironic-twists that are becoming
.common. in world affairs, the
b Central Intelligence Agency
" hélped put mines in'the ports of Nicara-
- gua—and they blew:up in Washington.

- ~ The political expiosions in Congress over
»the mining  operation "eould do: more
“damage” to the Reagap administration's
. foreign policy than is being done to ships in
. Nicaraguan.harkors. With debate over the

Lrecent debdcle. in,Iebanoni:barely sub-

vsiding, the mining issue shas embroiled
- President Reagan and- Congress .in vet
T another - dispute about’the exercise = of
vAmerican power-abroad; ;=i

: 7The islg.ue-_is t‘he'CIA’s'su%gosed}y covert
“support for antigovernment Nicaraguan re-
;Eeais' o iding th n
“#dmit lending “the “Support,
~bothers denying it.?e,ithex?.; :
.. Admitted -or not; ;there has been little
¢faore than a charade of secrecy for some
“tifne about the*CIA’s role,in financing and
:training_ the‘‘Contras,”+actually several
1 separate “anti-Sandinistatigroups- that to-
7 gether have ‘about ‘10,000 fighters staging
.attacks -from . safictuaries-in neighboring
“Honduras.:. | S -

7~But many an
-sgid they didn't
.closures last week that 'the CIA’s not-so-
‘secret war.aiso included-the mining of
: Nicaragua’s.three mdin hdrbors, which has
;50. far damaged.at Jeast six cargo ships,
-including "a%:Soviet -oil tanker;. brought
;._-gl;otests;fmm at Jeast:threeallies, Britan,
-France :and Canada; ‘and provoked a for-
;mal complaint by Nicaragua to the Inter-
‘»rnatlonal ourt gf Justice at The Hague.
" CIA DIRECTOR William. Caséy, dis-
.‘palched to Capitol Hill by the White House
:In an effort to calm Congress, confirmed to
“Jewmakers behind closed doors that CIA

.but nobody

y. members-of Congress

- “personnel weré¢ directly involved in the.

; mining, . which he said was an effort to
~gdisrupt -Nicaragua's supplies of weapons
from Cuba and the Soviet Union. . Casey,
' seeking approval of $21 million in addition-
=&l support for th

ASHINGTON—In -one of those

€' administration doeesn’t. publicly

néow until -newspaper dis-

Mas, said the Contras are necéssaty to cut
-the weapons flow from the Marxist Ni-
scdraguan government to the leftist insur-
~gents in El Salvador. . ._ .-~

»-"Congress told Reagan last year not to
vattempt-to topple_ the Sandinistas, and the
‘ administration has asserted: that” it . sup-
{parts the Contras: only &s far as putting
Jpressure on Managua (to_stop supporting
-nsurgents elsewhere in Central America.
wBut the minings, which was being called

“ferrorist,” apparently went beyond the
sbpunds of what Congress<would accept. .

g.~*‘We have employed tactics we condemn

-others for,” said'Sen. Larry Pressler [R.,
2.D.], as part: of-the bipartisen thorus of
criticism about the mining that appeared
i to doom future funding: for the*Contras. °

.i; “The administration was surpfised by the
- faproar, considering the ‘mining to be

wnothing more than continued U.S. harass-
ament of the Sandinistas, whom the White
-House contends are_ztryin? topple the U.S .-
%uaﬁaported- overnment of neighboring :El
“Salvador. Sources said the mines were
iesigned to profuce Fmorfeinoise than
‘ddmage. to vessels;ZEnd “weré placed. in
fsuch a way to avoid-violatin the letter, if
not the spirit, of international law.” -

L-='In my estimation, we declared ‘war on
‘Nicaragua and .haven’t. told .the world
:about it,” said Adm! {ret.] Eugene Carroll

-about Central Americen

~4 o e " ' X3 Y
: an_actpl var’; and lstate-sponsored " Cuba, Laos, Angola, the Congo {now Zaire] .

. STAT

040001-2

wounds

Jr. of the private
Center for Defense
“Information..

.
ALL THIS couldn't -~
have’ come at a.worse
time for the Reagan admin-
istration—in the midst of a
partisan congressional debate
olicies in
general and on the heels of the President’s
repeated denunciations of state-sponsored
terrorism by others. :

“The American _public is_chagrined to
realize it is doing stale terrorism because
they all dgreed with the President when he
condemned Syria and Iran for doing it,”
said Adm. [ret] Stansfield Turner, direc-
tor of the CIA i the Carter admnistration.

The debate over covert actions contains
echoes of past CIA operations in places like

and Guatemala, where the United. States
has emploved covert means in an effort to
alter events more to Washington's liking.

. Now.- as then. the basic question is
‘whether it is ever wise, moral or even
feasible for the United States to secretly
interfere in another country’s internal af-
fairs to promote American foreign policy
aims. Are such things as propaganda, se-
cret financial aid and covert support for
paramilitary groups acceptable tools of
American foreign policy? Is it realistic to
believe that an open society such as this
can operate in secret for any Jength of time
before the activities become widely
known?

- “You've -got “to be able to do covert
activities irofii fime (o time,  lurner said.
“lt's a perfectly legitimate tool of foreign
policy. It just hasn’t been particularly well
used in Nicaragua.”™ :

. WHERE THE ADMINISTRATION has
erred, he said, is in proceeding with an
:operation that ‘was controversial from the
start, had undefined goals and lacked
broad support even within the congression-
al intelligence commitiees responsible for
monitoring CIA operations.

- In contrast, he points out, I don’t hear
anyone complaining about possible covert
aid to the Afghan rebels.” "

Continued
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"By Peter R, Kornbluh

the propriety of CIA covert

E T is time for a new national debate on :

operations. The international uproar !

over the CIA mining of Nicaraguan ports,.

derailing the Reagan administration’s—

efiort to get $21 million more from Con-
~gress for its clandestine war against the.
. Sandinista government, has raised larger-
questions about the meaning of such activ-
ities for other governrnents, and our own:
Do covert operations against foreign gov-
ernments further US. national security
interests? Does secret CIA intervention
'promote American values abroad? And, .
. are these activities compatible with the
democratic principles and ideals that
serve as a foundation for American soci- .
ety? -
These issues have been debated before. .

Ten years ago, in the wake of Watergate

. and Vietnam, press revelations that the |
CIA bad conducted assassination missions
against foreign leaders, illegally spied on
American citizens, and engaged in the '
overthrow of the democraticaily elected
government in Chile, ended the national
quiescence on covert operations that the
agency had enjoyed throughout its postwar
history. o .

The Church committee

- The secrecy on which CIA agents :-u;d
policy-makers had depended to hide their

activities from the American public was | :
shattered; the dark side of U.S. foreign ' -

policy was exposed. “Covert action” the

late Sen. Frank Church, who chaired the |

{

Senate Select Commiittee on Intelligence

which examined the historv of the CIA’s |

cloak-and-dagger activities, later
observed, was revealed to be “a semantic
disguise .for .murder, coercion, blackmail,
tribery, the spreading of lies, whatever is
deerned ‘useful in bending other countries
tOOlIta Will.’—". . .“ - ' -._;_‘-“:,- o - REEERST
"~ A new public awareness of -this sordid -
realm of U.S. foreign policy led to a
national re-evaluation of the CIA. In 1974,

-

CIA operations ordered by Henry Kissin-
ger in Angola. .o T oL

- -The CIA had:fallen from grace. Its
decline was 'symbolized by the Carter

- administration’s prosecution of former

‘agency director Richard Helms for lving

. under oath “to .a :Senate subcommittee

‘about CIA intervention in Chile. On Nov. 4,
1977, Helms became the first intelligence
- chief in American history to be convicted
.of perjury charges. “You now stand before
this-court .in.disgrace and shame” the

." judge ‘told Helms, who had ‘pleaded no

contest. :
- But when President Reagan awarded
Helms the National Security Medal for
“exceptionally meritorious service” last
October, he becarne a symbol of the CIA’s
resurgence under the Reagan administra-

tion. Indeed, “’I‘he'Cqmpany" is back in '

business. o o )
" Under the Reagan administration. the
CIA has expanded ‘its operations around

the globe. The agency’s budget rose 25

percent in 1983 (as compared with the

Pentagon's 18 percent), making it ope of

- " the fastest-growing major departments in
', the US. government. Some of that money
is being-used to recruit fresh blood into the .

rTanks of covert operatives. “CENTRAL

- who want a different definition of SUC-
CESS,” read prominently placed adver-
tisements in major U.S. newspapers. These

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ..: for those -

jobs offer “unique overseas assignments

---that challenge your every talent.” S

Among those assignments is Central-

: " America, where the agency has mounted

”"its largest paramilitary war in more than"
_ a decade. “Special activities” — a euphe-

" mism favored by CIA director William J.

L

' Middle East and Africa. Casey is reported
to be such an enthusiast for covert

Congress established oversight commit- «- ‘operations that he has secretly flown

tees to roonitor and restrict future covert
actions. Less than a vear later Congress
took an unprecedented step, voting to stop

- around the world to supervise his agents in
© action. L
But if the CIA has been resurrected it

. has not been reformed. Up to its old dirty
Continued on Page 8C

Casey — also have been conducted in the
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If Not Mines, What? -

. Credit William Casey and his C.I.A. wizards
with a grand slam in slipping those mines into Nica-
ragua’s harbors, In a stroke, they managed to en-
rage and confuse Republicans and Democrats at
home, allies and adversaries abroad. And they let
Nicaragua's Sandinistas robe themselves in the
vestments of international law. Congress’s lopsided
protest should teach 2 lesson in law and history to an

. Administration disdainful of both. But the vote only-

closes'a lesser argurgent over means without ad-
- vancing the necessary debate about the ends of Cen-
tral American policy. _

- . The muddle is epitomized by the silly weapons
the C.LA. is said to have used: “firecracker mines"
meant to scare away neutral ships without actually
sinking them — mines potent enough to stain Ameri.
ca’s reputation yet too feeble to cripple an adver.
sary. So it has been with the whole ‘‘contra” War,
which canmot defeat the Sandinistas but offers them
no ‘clear bargain of relief. ) '

> Some days, President Reagan insists that he
means to hold the Sandinistas to their promise of
genuine democracy in Nicaragua. Some days he
says they can never be trusted to keep any agree-
ment. On still other days, he says the only purpose
of military action against them is to make them end
- support for the guerrillas in E} Salvador. -

It is'time finally to choose an objective and to

tailor means to ends.

. . _ .

~ From their first days in power in 1978, the San.
dinistas betrayed their democratic supporters.
They allied themselves with Cuba, looked eastward
" for trade and weapons, undertook a provocative

military buildup, called for wars of liberation in
their region, welcorned Soviet bloc advisers, voted

with Moscow in the U.N, and furnished arms and -

advice to Marxist insurgents in El Salvador.

.~ If there was any hope of preventing Nicara.
gua's becoming just like Cuba, it lay in hints that
the Sandinistas did not want to be wholly dependent

‘on Moscow, and the signs that Moscow didn’t want
another highly expensive American dependency:
But the Sandinistas feel popular enough to arm

_much of their population. If their association with"

the Soviet bloc is intolerable, only direct United
States intervention could throw them out.

" But not even the fiercest hawk contends that an
intervention in Nicaragua would be as swift or suc-
cesshul as it was in Grenada. And Cuba's easy sur-
vival of an invasion by surrogates’only enhanced its
stature and influence, ' .

Lacking support at home or abroad for any

massive war, President Reagan wisely decided |

egainstit, Yet as if ashamed of that reality, he has

refused to define his terms for an accommodsation -

or even to admit that one is possible. Thus the “con-
tra” war cynically exploits Nicaraguans who pine

' t0 retake Managua but amounts to only aimless

spasms of violence. .-
) L

If not that, precisely what? The inescapable an.
swer lies before us. How much the Sandinistas be.
tray their revolution and wreck their ecenomy is, fi-
nally, Nicaragua's affair. These are decisions the
hemisphere can try to influence, with appropriate
trade and aid inducements and punishments, But
that is all. :

How the Sandinistas behave toward their neigh- i
bors, however, is very much the hemisphere’s con-
- cern. Nicaragua has signed treaties that bind it not -
- to interfere in other nations and not to provide bases

for hostile powers. Punishing it for any such trans-
gressions would have widespread support among

the American people and significant support -
throughout the Americas.

The right and realistic message to the Sandinis-

tas is: Live but let live. Choose your own path, but -

expect help only if it is democratic. Supply revolu-
tionaries in El Salvador or elsewhere and expect the
United States to supply counterrevolutionaries in
Nicaragua. Give the Russians or Cubans bases for
war against other American societies and the re-
ponse will be war, ‘ '

That would be a clezr policy and, properly man-

aged, alegal policy. Conflicts that cannot be forei. -

bly ended have to be negotiated. And while acts of

force can sometimes assist negotiation, they can do .
. soonly when the adversary is given a comprehensi. .

ble and attractive alternative,
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Reagan Polic y Now Embarrassingly Overt

13 April 1984

Covert War--A Strategy

By DOYLE McMANUS, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON—When_President Reagan autho-

rized the CIA to launch a secret guerrilla war against
Nicaraguz in 1951, one of Tis concerns was 1o avoid the

angry public aebate and diplomatic protests that overt
Inilitary intervention woﬂd}xave sparked, Adrmmstra-
‘tion officials say. CTT

" “The by beauty of covert action,” one senior ofﬁcxal said, B

“is that it permits a government to avoid deahng wnh

- the consequences of open support.”
‘Now, however, that strategy has boomeranged A.fter
two weeks of snowballing revelations about the CIA'S
role in mining Nicaragla's harbors, the covert war is

embarrassmglv overt—and the Administration appears

to be suffering the worst of both worlds.

Congress, up in arms because many members believe .

they were kept in the dark about the mining of Corinto
and Puerto Sandino on the Pacific and El Bluff on the

Caribbean, is threatening to kill the entire guerrilla ' - -
operation by cutting off funds. Even staunch Adminis--

tration -supporters such as Senate Majority Leader
Howard H. Baker Jr. {R-Tenn.) and Sen. Paul Laxalt

(R-Nev.), a close friend of the President, voted w-

denounce the mining.

-

‘Winning War. . . Losing Washmgton Battles’

U.S. allies, including British Prime Minister Margaret .

Thatcher, and leaders of other Central American
countries have condemned it, as well.

The screen of secrecy that was mtended to shleld the :

campaign from public criticism has collapsed, but
frustrated Administration officials say they are ham-
strung in defendmg the pohcy—because officially it is
still covert,

. “We've been wmnmg the war in Central Amenca ”

one State Department official sa.\d “but losing.all our

batties in Washington.” :

For the Administration, the stakes are far greater
than whether more small mines will be dropped into
Nicaragua's _harbors by Latin_American_commandos
financed, equipped and instructed by the CIA

Senior officials privately describe the estimated
"15,000 U.8.-funded rebels as a vital part of a campaign to
pressure Nicaragua's leftist regime to move. toward
internal democracy and stop exporting revoluuon to
other countries in the region.

“The contras are an important positive factor," one .

. controversy,
‘clockwise from

Barry Goldwater

_Kirkpatrick. -

Puerto LN &
Sandino

Los Ange!es Timnes

Key f’gures in the
Nicaraguan -

right: ClA Director
William Casey, Sen.

and U.N.
Ambassador Jeane -

Continued
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CIA STATEMENT ON CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS
WASHINGTON

(he (LA sl triday Qath the Senare and HAlse Intelligence cammy

Drieted 1N JshUAry ang March on the BUENCY'S covert operation to mine
haranrs.

LIREeS were
N1caraguan

(he agency was FESQANGING T4 CAngressianal GrLLnLCLSH that memiers han nat
been tully 1ntormed ot the controversial operation, ‘

A LLA spakesman sald the Hayse IntRLLLgRNCE LOMMLIRR Was nrieteq an the

mining project Jan. 43 an0 March Z/ ang the sSenate pPaNnel was Qiven vetails March
¥ oand March 4.

Lo a senarare staremegnt, Usputy (LA ULlrectar .Jahn Mehahon aenied a
published report that he 010 not support the mining project.

(he Kashingran enst Friday, quamng an unlaentiried source an wha wmsaLrend

Lhe plan, nag sai10 ClA Llrector Wiliiam Casey *'COOKEO this whole thing up' '
and That MoManan thaught the aralecrt ' Lll-canceived. '’

'L oam Aanxlaus T refule The WasHungran Post's reterence ta my views an aur-

Nicaraguan BCTIVILIES which appeares 1n 1ts 14 April 1YB4 egitioen,’’ McMahon
saild.

WL Le Uirecnar casey Encaurages Luwvely deianre an all aur mreingence
proposals, he angd | are one ming wWhen 1T comes o agency programs, nciuging
thase Lo caunter The Threat ot The Yandinlsras no the STARLLLTY and peace at
Lentral America., iM1s posSILIoOn 1S5 AlS0 shared among other senmior agency
articials.!’

AN IOTELLLGROCE SAWCCR &3LA LChAL LHLS Cancurrence emoracen all (LA
pperatlons in Lentral America, 1nciuoing the mining.
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DEPUTY CIA DIRECTOR SAYS HE AGREED WITH CASEY ON NICARAGUA
BY ROBERT PARRY .
WASHINGTON

e GLA’S dRAMTY MLCEQTAr, LN AN eXLranrdinary tarmal T STATEMENT, SALL

brigay that he ano UJA  Wirector Widdiam . Lasey "are Of ong mingd” on the
ACTLANS. L cunTer NLCAranua' s Letrtisrn qnvernment..

A ]

JONN N. NMCMENOoN'S STATemMENT, released Dy the  LJA'S public Attalrs ortice,
Came AMLL mOUNLLNG. CPLLLCLSM Qf ThE Agency's role uwl mining NLGAraguan narnnre, -

and wWas 1n response IH 3 WARshingion POST 3rticlie S3ying BeMahon believen trom
the STARrT ThAl the NLCARAQUAN QOVRCTL ATiam was 1. Li-canceiven.

"1loam anxious to reryre the Washington POST reterence to By YIPWS on pur
NLCAraguan acriviLLnles,” MoMahan, sad.. "WhLle Uvrectar Casey ERCIrAGes Lively
oehate on ALl Dt our Inteldigence Aroposals, he ang 1 2re ot one ming when 1t
COMRS 1A AfENCY Aragrams, Wcluding thase tn counter the TNrear. ot The
SANOINIETAS 0 the Stahllity ano PEACE OF Lenfral amprica.

"ihis QasLtian LS alsn Shared. among Arhes senine AENCY Ott1clals.”

MEANWNLLE, AORINLSTIALLAN aftiClals, SOPAKLNG. ANONYmMOUSLY, SR CASRY WAas The
Drime maver DeNIND THe Proposal ID ming NICAragua's NarDOrs As a way ot
NArASSING. The HANALNLATA QAVErnment ant LLsAUIraging Lts supnarrt tar letryst
guerrillias 1n k1 Salvaoor.

TS The arLanAal, Laeas fa STAN The sprean ot PEVALLIION., " sAaLM ane
Driiclal, Ihe mining was intendeg o "Keep the heat” oo the SaN0INIStas, he
addad.

UPELCLALS. 5310 THAT WhLle. CASRY was toe. ArincLoal. DACKRr at the mining. plan,
Ald TOP BOMINISTraTion POJICYmBkers, INcluping Secretary ot State beorge b,
SOLLEZ And. NATAONAL. SROUNLLY ARYLSEr RONRCT (. MGkarlane, angreesn, an, rhe. mining

betdre Ihe pPEration began in January.

Th2 atrlclals. SALL SMLTZ ASKed A Series At QUestlAns ahin The. mining. when,
1T Was proposen, DUT CONCUrren Jn Ihe recommendarion [o Presigent KEANAN Lo
SRQCAVE. Lhe Qragram. LhRSe OftLCUALS ALSCOUNIRN. MULLSNEA Ceparns THATL Shilfz
ha0 "mIsQlvings" About the pian,

isclosures anaut  CLA durecrian at the nNG. QDeranan rram a SR IusT
OUTSI0E NICAragua's 12 MILES DY TErritorial waters LOUChed ottt B8 turpr an
LONGress TS Week, LN DALH Lhe HASe anfd. SeHate. AQOCIVLALG. A nan~nuniing
resQlution calling tor an eno to the operation.,

WHLLE AAmInLSTrarion niiLclals. NeLLevVe ThR resaiunian, makes, CESUMAT.LAN. Af The
mINING Uniikely, they are wore Worrieg Ihat [He CONLrOvErsy coulo kil rhe
AVErall. LA aragram at suppart £0r an estimated 19,1U00 renels LQNLING. T aust
the NiCaraguan government,

Reagan has requested 721 milllan o Jay tar the "anvert acrinn’ rhraugh. the,

- Eng 0r The tiscal year on Sept, S, the Senate approveg that amount, DUt House
Uenacrarlc [PAfers Sald ThiS wWeek TNR HAUSe wiil NAT 4 -2inng.

Comémmred
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British firms ‘face

i
|
|

U.S. sanctions over
exports aﬂegaﬁ@n’

By PETER PRYKE Parliamentary Correspondent

B.E\ITISH firms are

companies thrcatened with sanctions
by the U.S. Government for allegedly
exporting high technology equipment to

Communist countries,

(Lib. Yeovil) told the
Commons yesterday. [thc Embassy arc co-operating

Threats of embargo have
been made against the
firms for diverting high

technology leased from the !information supplied or ob

U.S. to Eastern Europe, he
said.

The fact that the CT A was
busy in_ Weste ropea

T
countries, and that thev had

rivep intimate details of 3
ir i e} .
had rme
11l
tor, he gdded.

Normal matter

C using the U.S. Tr
sury an v

loms _SCryvices as 2,

cover, Mr Ashdowp ask if 3
hadt)

ofng) nside  the cfence

“Ministry - were supplving

information te thejr rovern:

1 hejr Y

ment,

Mr Paul Channon, Trade and
Industry Minister, replying to
an adjournment debate, said
that no Defence Ministry offi-
cials were in co-operation with
the U.S. Embassy on - export
Jicence controls.

_ “It is_true that representa-

- panies, had started to come

. U.S. Embassy was reported to

. irons on-you.”

among 300 European

Mr PADDY ASHDOWN

ives of American customs in

with the investigation division
of customs, a perfectly normal
matter.”

Mr  Ashdown, intervening,
asked for an assurance that no

tained from British firms was
used for other purposes.

“ I think I can give the exact
assurance you require,” Mr
Channon replied.

Slap on irops

Opening the debate. Mr Ash.
down said that British compan.
ies, especially leasing com-

under pressure from the ULS.
administration to provide their
list of customers.

A commecercial officer of the

have told British deasing com-
panies at a eceting in Febdbru-
ary that if they did not co-
ewerate there was sufficient in- !
formation on them * to slap the .
{

. When pressed about the
source .of this information, the
official bad indscated that the
U.S. Government had two offi-
cials inside the Defence Min-
istry with access to such infm’-,
mation, who were Supplying it
1o the U.S. Government. |

____The House Tose at .3 p.m.
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AMERICAN SURVEY

Nicaragua isn't Pearl Harbour

Sajd the secretary of defence, Mr Caspar
Weinberger, on television on April 8th,
with 2 straight face: *The Unjted States is
not mining the harbours of Nicaragua.”
‘He went on 10 explain that what he was
doing was refusing any comment *“about
any things of that sort”-—a refusal from
which nobody should draw any conclu-
sion whatever. The reports of what the
Central] Intelligence Asgency is up to off
the Pacific coast of Nicaragua were al-

ready, however, 100 specific for Mr Wein-.

berger to expect anvbody to be deceived.

As it appears, the Reagan administra- -

tion gave authority in February for a
Central Intelligence Agency ship 1o start
operations off the Nicaraguan ports, and
minelaying started in the same month.
For some reason the administration was
somewhat sluggish in carrying out its
obligation 10 inform the intelligence com-
_mitiees of congress of this new activity,
and so the senators debated the appropri-
ation of $21m for coven 2id 10 the contras
(the Nicaraguan exiles fighting from
bases in Honduras and Costa Rica) be-
tween March 29th and Apri} 5th in igno-
rance of it. With the Democratic senators
sincerely divided on what should be done
about Central Americz, the senate passed
the appropriation, just as the extent of
American involvement in the minelaying
was leaking out.

The impression of an American admin-
istration blithely indifferent to interna-
tiona) Teactions was fortified by the deci-
sion on April 6th to suspend for two years
American acceptance of the junisdiction
of the Intermational Court of Justice in
Central American disputes, For those

senalors and congressmen whose mem-

bership of the intelligence committees
entitles them to know what others may
not, the whole shock was aggravated by
the feeling that they had been made fools
of. Particularly outraged was Senator
Barry Goldwater, chairman of the senate
select commitiee on intelligence and a
man of honour, who during the senate
debate had authoritatively denied that
the president had authorised any mine-
laying. On Tuesday Senator Goldwater

WASHINGTON, DC

fired off a severe letter to Mr William
Césev, the director of the CIA, in which
the senator declared with simple dignity:
] am pissed off.™ - -~ I
Senator Edward Kennedy, who was
rebuffed last week in his effort to stop the
“secret” funds, saw that the parliamenta-
ry situation had changed and went back
into action with'new améendments 1o an
entirely different bill. One of these, de-
claring the opposition of congress to the
use of funds 10 mine Nicaraguan waters,
was adopted by 84 votes 10 12 after a
bargain had been struck and another

amendment hostile to the administration -

dropped. A form of bipartisanship had
been established, but it was not the kind
that President Reagan and his secretary
of state, Mr George Shulz, have been
urging. :
Time was when Mr Ronald Reagan,
the actor and union executive, the politi-
cal publicist, state governor and presiden-
tizl candidate, was free with comments on
the efforts of presidents to conduct for-
eign policy. It began, indeed, when he
sided with General MacArthur against
President Truman about how 10 win the
Korean war. . '
- That, more recently, President Caner
should have got the back of Mr Reagan’s
hand on the whole range of foreign policy
was 10 be expected; but what did Mr
Reagan’s brother Republican, President
Ford, get? It was Mr Reagan who dis-
missed the Ford-Kissinger efforts at de-
tente with the Soviet Union as having
produced nothing more than *“'the right 10
sell Pepsi-Colz in Siberia”. Mr Reagan’s

_reaction 10 Mr Ford's search for a2 Pana-

ma canal settlement was: *“We paid for it.
1 would keepit.” ‘

Times have changed. Mr Reagan 10id
the Georgetown Centre for International
and Strategic Studies on Apnl 5th that
there was 2 need for a return to the days
when politics stopped at the water's edge.
“We must”, he said, “restore bipartisan

consensus in support of US foreign

policy.”
It was congress he was getting at. Two
days earlier, in his press conference, he

CLE APrAppreyed For Release BADSITU28MIGIA-RDP91-00901R000490040001-2
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had unloaded on to congress some of the
blame for what went wrong with the
recent peacekeeping operation in Beirut.
Public debate, he said, with congress
demanding “Bring our men home", could
only “stimulate the terrorists and urge
them on to further attacks”™. On that
occasion the president went on to com-
plain of the restrictions that congress had
placed in the past 10 years on the presi-
dent’s power in international diplomacy.
There were 150 of these resinictions, he
said. Two days later at the Georgetown
centre he used another figure, 100: the
message was the same. <
It was all 100 much for the Speaker of
the house of representatives, Mr Tip
O°Neill, who lost some skin last Septem-
ber in procuring bipartisan agreement 16
Mr Reagan’s keeping the unfortunate
marines in Beirut, and later got some
scornful Reaganite rhetoric for his pains.
He called the atiempt 10 blame congress
“despicable”, : )
President Reagan is not atiempting 10
establish a bipartisan spirit in foreign
policy, he is getting ready for an election
campaign. It has 10 be said, however, that
in the history of American foreign policy,
bipariisanship has been much more the
exception than the rule. Mr Zbigniew
Brzezinski, President Carer's foreign-
policy assistant, brooded constructively
on the subject in the last chapier of his
memoirs published last year. *“The Unit-

=W

o

Continusd
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Jackson Compa
to Watergate

By GERALD M. BOYD
Specinl to The New York Times
CINCINNATI, April 13 — The Rev,

Jesse Jackson today said that the Rea-
gan Administration, in mining the har.
bars of Nicaragus, had created a crisis
far the country that made **Watergate
ook benign.' o
- Mr. Jackson's remarks represented
the 'lztest in increasingly biting criti.
.¢ism by the Democratic Presidential
‘hopeful of the Administration policy to-
ward Nicaragua and El Salvador. The
.comrent came during & brief airport
press conference e&s Mr., Jackson
headed here trom Chicago, having ap-
peared earlier in Phoeniz, Ariz,

Mr, Jackson declined again today to

directly cell for Mr. Reagan’s im-
peachment over the mining issue, His
posltion is that Congress must begin &
review to cetermine if the situation
warrants impeachrment, .
However, as Mr. Jeckson came into
Ohio to begin two days of campaigning,
be argued that Congress, through &
nenbinding resolution, had not gone far
enough in making sure the Administra-
tion’s policy . in Centtal America
changed.
© “Both the Senzte and the House gre

‘to be congratulated for their rapid ac- |
ition in censpring the C.ILA."s mining of -

ithe herbors of Nicaragus buf the unde-

‘moving in the direction of a posture to

rague_is still g _mafter of grest con.
cern,” he said. “It must be stopped.”.
. For the first time Mr. Jackson ex.
panded the target of his attack to in-
clude the Director of Ceptrel Intelli.
|gence, William J. Casey. He contended
that Mr. Cesey had stated that be
would find other sources for financing
the mining, including = foreign govern-
ment, if Cangress withdrew funds for
€ action,
A spokesmean for the C.1.A. said to-

dav that Mr. Casey had never made
such remarks.

Arguing that the Democratic Party
-cannot pursue politics as usual, Mr,
Jackson said neither of his rivals for
the nomination, Walter F. Mondale and
Senator Gary Hart, had gone far
enough 'in opposing the Administra.
tion’s action. He called upon both of
them to join him in urging further ac.

tion in Congress. Such action, he said, |

'was needed to “stop our funding of ter.
:ror of Nicaragus and El Salvacdor now

;and to withdraw all our troops from |

‘| Central America.”
“It is not enough for Walter Mondale
to call mining the harbors a clumsy and

clared war against the peopie of Nica- -

NEW YORK TIMES
1k pprid 198k
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res Nicaragua Issue

ill-conceived act,” Mr. Jackson said.
‘It is not enough to imply that the main
problem was not informing Congress
adequately. Our foreign policy in Cen-
tra} America is wrong. We are standing
on the wrong side of history, We are en-
gaged in killing people, and starving
people who are trying to work out their
own destiny.” - _

Mr. Jackson said at a press confer-
ence in Cincinnatti that he believes
both Mr. Mondale and Gary Hart were

*demilitarize” United States involve-
ment in Central America. .

On Thursday while campaigning in |
Arizone, Mr., Jackson criticized Mr, -
Hart on several occasions saying that -
Mr. Hart had failed to return to the Sen-. -
ate to vote on resolutions that would ,
heve cut off Unjted States financing in ‘
Central America.

Mr. Jackson's reference to Water-
gate came as he ergued that the nation
must recognize the significance of the
m

ining. .

""We must all realize the seriousness

of & situation thet makes Watergate
look benign,” he said, *“Watergate was

by stealing; Central American action

Is by killing, maiming and destroying.”’

Mr. Jackson arrived here poised to.

resurae & hectic campaign schedule
that is to take him to arees with high
concentrations of minorities, including
the cities of Cincinnati, Dayton and
Cleveland,

On Thursday, as he wrapped up cam- ;
paigning in Arizone, Mr. Jackson spoke |

with passion on the plight of American
Indians in & visit to Window Rock. He
called for the creation of a Cabinet-
level agency to protect Indian affairs
and interests. He also called for the
abolishment of the Bureau of Indian Af.
fairs, which he called “‘the worst bu.
resucracy in Ameican history."”

Mr. Jackson told the Navajo tribal
council that there should be & change in
the leasing of coal reserves on Indian
lands, which he contended was ban-
ished by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Mr. Jeckson said that 25 percent of &l
coal reserves are on Indian lands,

‘‘These leases should be renegotiated

&s soon as possible,’’ Mr. Jackson said.
“I pledge to help find & way to renegoti. |
ate.” L -
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By Bob Woodward ~ © -~ - i
. : . WeshingonPostStatrwniter o L L
. The operations arm of the CIA that oversees its secret
war against the leftist Sandinista government .of Nica- |
‘ragua has been notified that money for the program
“could run out next week, perhaps as soon as Sunday, and'
steps should be taken to begin disengagement, -senior-
administration sources said yesterday. - P
Congtessional Democrats, reacting to news reports
about direct CIA involvement in the mining of several
- Nicaraguan harbors, have predicted that the House will
refuse to approve $21 million President Reagan has re-
quested to continue the covert operation. : o

- - Republican members of Congress and administration
officials said they still hope to win approval of the fund- .

ing after next week’s congressional recess, .. .. - -

The CIA-supported “Contra” guerrillas-still may.have; B

en_oggh money to operate for several more weeks; but $22
million of the current $24 million for their support was
spent by the end of last month, the sources said, and it
appears that the Reagan administration is uncertain
about what to do-next. _ o P
_CIA Director William J. Casey is considering the pog-
sibility of asking another country, such as Saudi Arabia,
to send money to the Contras until the funding problem
is solved, according to one well-placed source, but no de:
cisions have been made. ~ : -
Casey is viewed inside the CIA as the primary movixig
_force behind the secret war against Nicaragus and.the
- controversial mining of its barbors, Lo
~ “Cesey cooked this whole thing up,” one
source said. =~
But Casey's enthusiasm for the covert operation in.
Nxcaragua‘ is not widely shared among senior CIA offi- .
91&]_5 despite Casey’s popularity because of the greatly
_increased funding he has secured for the agency.._. -~
John N. McMahon, the CIA’s No. 2 man, who has 33

e s

informggi

WASHINGTON POST
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‘ever. personal “opinions ;- McMabon

may have voiced about specific op-
erations in staff discussions, he is not
opposed to any CIA operations. Sev:
eral sources said the mining-of Nic-
aregua was not intended to stop the
flow of arms from the Sandinistas to
leftist rebels in nearby El Salvador,

. which ‘is .one the justifications that

Congress has been given for the co-

vert operation against Nicaragua.
“It’s harassment pure and simple,”

said one administration official, “and

designed to keep thg_r_n busy, & diver-

1

sion.” )
“The State Department has issued

& legal opinion, <circulated in the
: Senate Select Committes on- Intel-
- ligence, saying the harbor mining is

“self-defense” and designed to stem
the unlawful flow of arms. A senior

. administration official said yester-
. day, “unfortunately it's bulls—” and "
" would add to' the perception that

one hand of the administration:does

" not know what the other is doing.

Administration sources said that
attacks by the ClA-supported - anti-

Sandinista’ guerrillas have had & se-

rious impact on the Nicaraguan
economy but have not slowed the
flow of arms into El Salvador. -

“It went down after Grenada [the
October, 1983, U.S. invasion of the
Caribbean island] but it’s now going

ﬂelease 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000440040001-2
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- have no chance of overthrowing the

Sandinista government in Nicaragua,
which has a military and police force
totaling about 75,000 men.

The National Securtty Council
has set a ceiling of 18,000 on the
number of Contras the CIA may re-
cruit, support and direct. Sources
said the number of Contras now op-
erating is 12,000 to 15,000.

Casey remains determined to fight
for the requested $21 million to con-
tinue supporting the Contras, ac-
cording to administration officials.
“Hé was the only one at the ClA

" saving we'd get the money,” one of-

ficial said yesterday, N\,
Tuesday’s 84-t0-12 Senate vote
condemning the mining of Ni-
caraguan harbors clearly had an im-
pact at the CIA, where officials said
they believed they had kept Con-
gress well-informed, citing Casey’s

“testimony to the Senate intelligence

committee March 8 end March 13 to
the effect that “mines have been
‘placed” in the harbors. .

None of the commitiee’s members

“reached yesterday disputed this and

some said they should have been
more inquisitive. “It is as emotional |
an issue es we can have in our time
and we are perceived o have hidden-
it,” said one CIA official. “This is so-
[expletive] demoralizing” - "
The mines have damaged severaltl

~ ships and, according to one intelli-*
gence report, caused injuries, includ-+
ing broken bones, for a few seamen. |
The Nicaraguan fishing boats that
recently were damaged by the mines .
were trying 1o sweep the mines out
of channels when they exploded, ac-
‘cording to one report.

up and may even be higher,” said
one source familiar with estimates.
Another source generally agreed with
" this -assessment, but- added that
there have been some successes in

- years of experience, believed from the beginning that the | |
N)ca.rag-uan’ operation was ill-conceived, according to an |
official femiliar with his thinking, o

3«3}111 Jtuit knew gc wo};111d come to this where there
would -not be enough public and co 5i i i ] s
and we'd Witbdraw,gthg official said. nressionsl S\lppOl't m_tgorruptmg fcb; aéas % ;s h "

McMahon repertedly has argued that, after the Amer- dug:; tim the Con g ﬁifi;:" ’
ican intelligence community’ scandals of the 1970s, it is - COPEEEE Bt e Lontza guo

now a time to rebuild the CIA’s intelligence-gathering™
capabilities rather than risk more damage to it with un-~

" certain covert operations, L

Asked about this, s CLAARReMRM ERK Releasgrt2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2
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!] 3 Cal[ for a Special Prgéecutor

o LR SpectilioThe NewYorkTumes < < n T i o

WASHINGTON, April 12— Thirteen States against a foreign country with
of the House Judiciary Committee’s 20 which “the United States is at peace.”
Democrats made public a letter today | The maximum penalty is three years in
:calling for the appointment of a special {prison, A :

prosecutor to look into Presidént Rea- | The letter said a special prosecutor,
‘gan’s support of military attacks on_|or Thdependean m
tgat an% i

Nicaragua, Lol s | Heate DECEesSary prosecute, pos- |
| The letter, dated Monday 4ndrdeliv- [sible violations of the Neutrality Act” :
‘ered late today, asks Attorney General by-officials including Mr. Rea an, Sec-~
Willlam Freach Smith to-appoint & retary of State e B, Shuitz, for- !

:prosecutor to-determine whether Mr? imer Secre of State Alexander M.
Reagan and his top aides committed | . 1
Federal crimes in .connection’ with{W. Weinberger and the D orof Cen.
Nicaraguapolicy. - . .4 & .. tral Intelligence, Willlam T T
Thomas P. DeCair, the top Justice | The letter was written by Represent.
Departrnent  spokesman, said Mr., atve Don Edwards of California,
Smith, would bave no comment on the |chairman of the Subcommirtee on Civil
letter. / e ‘-« and Constitutional Rights, and signed
. The letter marks the first time that a by Represenative Peter W, Rodino J r.
Congressiopal oversight provision of tof New Jersey, the Judiciary Commit-
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 [tee chairman, and 11 other Democrats,
‘has been invoked. : S Mr. Edwards said the move had the
The letter said the Reagan Adminis- support of the Speaker of the Bouse,
tration’s activities: in support of para- |Thomas P. O’Neill Ir., Democrat of
military attacks on Nicaragua ‘‘appear |Massachusetts, - ..,. o T
to violate” the Neutrality Act and' | The three-page letter- cited wide-
“strike at the heart of the Congres-. spréad reports that beginning in 1981
siopal powertodeclarewar,” - .... [the Administration pursued “a plan to
The Neutrality Act, enacted in 1784, covertly aid, fund and participate in’
makes it a Federal felony for anyone to paramilitary attacks on Nicaragua by
mount “‘any military or naval expedi.’ Nicaraguan exiles, some of whom
ton or enterprise’ from the_United |trained in camps in the Usited States.
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By PHILIP TAUBMAN

Speciel 10 The New York Times
t  WASHINGTON, April 12 e The
' relationship between Congress and
the Central Intelligence Azeng’,
never one of the warmer - partnerships
in Washingron, has suddenly deterio-
rated into a bitter feud over the issue

lawmakers were ad.
eguately informed about the mining
of Nicaraguan harbors.

The quarrel, according to both in-
Zelligence officials and_members of
Congress, has poisoned relahog
more Seéverely than any dispute in
Memory and js [kelv 19 have Jong-
term conseguences for the conduct of
intelligence activities and the role of

~COngress o monitoring the C.1.A.

""The "whoie sysiém of Lon
sional oversight has broken down,” a
‘'senior intelligence official said today.
“‘Right now, there's anarchy.”

He added: *‘Nobody's ever seen it
this bad, Frankly, I'm not sure it will
Tecover, at least not under the cur-
rent ieadership on the Hill and in the

. agency.”

Anger on Both Sides

The level of anger and mutua] dis-
trust was if anvihing. muted in the

13 Aprid 196k

Central Intelligence Agency

' In the Feud

No Quarter Is Given

With Congress,

e
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-+ The New York Times
_'Senator Barry Goldwater

scathing Jetier that Senator Ba
Goldwater, Republican of Arizona,
the chairman of the
Committee _on__ Intel}i ence, _sent
earlier thic week to William J. Casey
‘the Direcior of Central Inteliigence.
Complaining that nittee had
-0t _been told about the mining, Mr

—'Goldwaler wrote that ‘'this is no way

10 run a railrosd.”
Intelligence officials, who usually

try to be dipjomatic when d.xscnssugg_:

Congress, have abandoned any pre-’
tense O patience. "II we don't hear
from them again it will be 10g 5000."
another C.1.A. official said today,

Neither side appezrs willing to give -

much ground on ihe basic guestion of

* whether the C.T.4 ahided by

laws that reglhire the iniellipence
-agency 10 XKeep Con s y and: .
cwrentlV IMformed about jis activie -
ties. Mr. Goldwater and many of his . -
they .
were not informed, certainly not in -

colleagues have insisted that

eny detail, about the agency's role in
the mining
‘bors.

enate_gelect .

of three Wicaraguan har. ,

Senators Recall Briefings

- Intelligence officials said Congx‘-éss'; »

was first 10ld about the mining-on "

Jan. 31, when C.ILA. ajdes briefed the-

House Select Committee_on i- -

gence. They said that the Senate ¢

panel was notified, although not in de.~

tail, in meetings on March 8 and .
_March 13 and that staff members |
. irom the committee were given a de.”
tailed account on April .2,

Several senators recalled in inter
VWS This week that the FMining had
come up in briefings but said the in. |
telligence agency had not made clear |
m%ans were Involved and
that the operation, rather than i

- Ing Indirect suppor: from the United,
) gmtes was_airect%y organized and sgr
pervised by the C.TA, - .
. ‘Committee staff members cop.
firmed that they had been briefed in
full on the operation on April 2 and -
said a written memorandum on the :
. . mining operation was prepared for
distrubution to members of the com. {
mittee. It is not clear how many, if
2ny, senators read the report before
the issue blew up into a major dispute
this week. Senator Danjel Patrick -

- Moynihan, Democrat of New York,
he .deputy, chairman of the intelli.

.«

Teceiv. /.

. United Press International
J.  William J. Casey
gence committee, said he had not
-seen the memo
when he voted in favor of §21 million

In new funding for C.IA covert
~Qperations against Nicarapua,

Last weekend, before the recrimi.
nations began, Senator Patrick J.
y, Democrat of Vermont, a
member of the intelligence commit.
tee, said;
. !"‘One advantage of a covert opera-
‘s tion is that it
o p_’eople.,who,kney;__ahpu; it to say they

~didn’t. 1t will be fascinating to see the

number of senators who will object to
the mining during the comi week
when virtually the whole Senate had a
chance to vote on the issue of covert

operations against Nicaragus last -

week and most memberg knew the

mining was part of it. It was One rea.

son some of us voted against the bill."
$21 Million for Rebels

The Senate voted, 7610 19, last week
to approve §21 million for the intel);.
gence agency 1o support Nicara
rebels. The vote came after s fioor de-
bate in which the mining was men-
tioned, according to & transcript of
the discussion. On Tuesday, as the
furor over the mining grew, the Ser.
ate voted, 84 1o 12, in fzavor of & non-
binding sense of the Senate resolution
that would forbid

| ‘ ' A ing of the
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CIA STATEMENT ON CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS
WASHINGTON

STAT

Ihe  CLa ALl Friday bath the Senarte ang HOuse Inrteiligence Cammitrees werg

Oriered 1n January ang March on the agency's covert DREr3TION TO mine Nicaraglan
naraonrs. .

e agency Was respanding ta COngresSLAnal qrinicLem Thar memlers hag nat
been fully Intormed ot the controversial operation.

A ULA  snokesman sald the Haoyge LnTelLigence Lommitee «as Orieted an the

MINING PrOJeCt Jan. $1 ano March 2/ ang The Senate PANel was 01Ven 0elasils March
§ and Marcn 14

In 4 separare STATRMRNT., Uepurty  LLa Uirecrar Jaohn Morahan BEQLéﬂ 2
published report that he oig not SUppOrL the mining projecr.

the WASKINZTAN POST b riday, quaning an unioentltied source an who wmnsaLred
Lhe plan, had s210 - CIA Director William (BSey ®'COOKEO this whole thing up'"
and LNAT MOMANIN Thaught e arnlect ' lli-cancelven. '’
' YLoam o anxiaus T retute The WAShLNGTAn POST's retérence T my views on ayr

Nlcaragusn BCLivVities which BPPERreD 1N 1Ls 18 APril 1954 egition, . McMahan
sain.

HNLLR UlrecTar Casey encaurages [lvely dehate an all our InreLilgence
proposals, he ang J are One ming wWhen 1T COmES TO agency pProprams, ncluding
hase 1O caunter Thz Threat at the Sandinlstas to the STAQLLLTY ana peace nt
LERTral America. INis pOSI1TION 1S 3150 Shared among OTher senipr agency
ptticlals. '

At ntellugence sayrce sald Than mhls CONCUTTRNCE emaracen all (LA
pperations in Lentral Amefrics, Inciuging the mining.
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The Senate Wakes Up

INTHENATION

' Two cheers for the Senate and that
84-12 vote by which it denounced Presi-
dent Reagun's policy of mining the har-
bors of Nicaragua. He’s been demand-

Robert Byrd noted, he certainly got it,
with 42 Republicans joining all but one
Democrat in a well-deserved rebuke.
But where were most of those sena-
tors when the President's Jawiess cam-
paign against a recognized neighbor
Government — including the mining —
could bave been stopped by cutting off
tunds for it? Last November, Congress
authorized $24 million for the Central
Intelligence Agency’s “covert” cam-
paign agaipst Nicaragua; and just a
week before the 84-12 vote, the Senate

13 ppril 1064
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-By Tom Wicker

Where did they think the contras
were getting the maney, the materials,

" the training, the overall direction to do

" the job, if not from the C.I.A.? What's
ing bipartsanship and, as Senator °

the difference between "C,1.A. em-
ployees™ and contra guerrillas paid by
the C.1.A.? If any, it’s minuscule.
And why, in the first place, were
the legislators of a Governrment - of
laws appropriating money for that

- kind of lawlessmess? Just arter the
. ‘Soviet tanker incident, ] wrote that
| *“the President’s efforts to over-'

i

throw” the Nicaraguan Government .
“’stain_the iriegrity ¢4 8 nation sup- |

- posedly devoted to law at home and

“self-determination abroad.” A mem-

epproved an additional $21 million for

the C.J.A.-organized and -supported
“contras’” who plant the mines,

Nor did the Senate really act against
thé mining itself, since it had been

public knowledge for weeks — receiv- .

ing much publicity in late March, for
example, when one of the mines dam-
aged a Soviet tanker. Ships of other na-
tions had also been damaged, Britain
had protested the mining and France
had suggested that it might help re-
move the illegal mines, .

-The Senate did not react — the lat-
est 221 million was voted after that
Soviet tanker was damaged — unti] it
was disclosed in The New York Times
that C.LA. employees were supervis-
ing the minelaying from a U.S. ves-
sel just outside Nicaraguan terri-
torial waters. Such U.S. participation
in military operations, a Democratic

. Semator was quoted as saying,
“‘crosses a thresho'd that brings us
closer 10 & direct cunfrontation with
Nicaragua.” .

No doubt it does. But senators and
representatives were either deluding
themselves or averting their gaze if
they actually thought there was a real
distinction between (a) voting funds
that the C.1.A -frained and
-supporied coniras used 10 mine
Nicaraguan harbors, and (b) voting
the same funds for the same contras

to mine the same harbors under .

C.LA. direction. ’

-ber of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee called to say that Congress

.- had never appropriated funds to over-
i throw the Nicaraguan Government.

. Rather the Reagan Administration

had certified, under severe Congres.
sional prodding, that money for the
contras was intended only to stop
Nicaragua from aiding guerrilla
forces in El Salvador. )
Those who believed that were
duped, either by Mr. Reagan or by
‘themselves. Last summer in Hon-

duras, Peter McCormick and I inter- |

viewed members of the contra *““direc-
torate”; during hours of talk'in a Te-
gucigalpa botel room, none of them
cited the suppased flow of arms to El'
Salvador as even & minor target. They
made no secret of their sole intent: to -
change the Government in Managua.
The Sandinistas, said Enrique Ber-
mudez — once an officer in Somoza’s
National Guard, now military com-
mander of the contras — had refused
to negotiate with their opponents, so
““the only alternative we have left is
war.” And it is that war for power in
Nicaragua — waged from Honduras,
financed by the Reagan Administra--

tion, organized and directed by the
C.1.A. — for which Congress has been -

voting U.S. taxpayers’ dollars.

The Senate's belated outrage,
moreover, obviously was heigbtened
by the C.1.A.'s failure to inform Con-
gress of specific U.S. participation in

ter's celebrated letter to William

Casey, the C.L.A. Director, expresses
more Gliitagé aboul mot being in-
formed than about the mining itseif:
aud Mr. Goldwater was one of the 12

who voted against the resolution con-

demning the mining.

The C.1.A., of course, says it did in- |
form the Intelligence Committee —ap- :

parently in veiled, spooky references :
that members either didn’t hear, didn’t .

understand or forgot(!). Those who
remember the C.I.A. investigations of
-adecade ago not be as surprised as
Some senators apparently were at such

tricky dealings from an agency
-schooled in deception. '

- Would the Sexaie, bad it been prop-
erly informed, have tolerated direct
U.S. participation in the mining, as it
had previously tolerated every act of

the contras? It may seem ungratetul to |

raise the question, ix view of that 84-12
vote; but the ultimate issue is not
whether Congress was informed, or
whose hands sowed the mines. It is

wbetberCongrasispreparedtoputan' !

end to Mr. Reagan’s disgraceful war,
and take the responsibility for duing so.
On mat fi;eymes SEVE TRl i Be cast.

the mining scheme. Senator Goldwa-
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U.S. May End

Port Mining -

in Nicaragua:

: Fears Cutoff of Aid
but Won’t Rule Out
| New CIA Operatlon

-Bv DOYLE McMA.NUS
Times Staff Writer

'WASHINGTON—The Reagan
Administration, fighting to save ifs
-covert war against Nicaragua from

2 threatened .cutoff of funds,. ds

~considering an end to further min-
ing of Nicaragud’s harbors but has®
made no final decision, offlcxals saad

~ Wednesday. :
Deputy Secretary of Statg _Kgn- .

neth W. Damj and other Administra-
.tion officials wold Congress that _the -

12 April 1984

in Nica.raguén waters.

He also told the Senate that he
wili sponsor 2 bill to require Senate
reconfirmation_of Casey_and 19
other high-ranking members of the

B Reaga.n Administraiion if President

Reagan wins reelection in_Novein-
.hQI. ]
~ Byrd said the law “requires that
we be told about these -(mining) °
operations. . » . We were not told. .
The director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency has jailed 10 aci-—in
violation of the law.”

JAlthough Byrd charged that Cas-

ey failed to inform - the  Sepate
Intellipence Committee, members :
of the panel said that the CIA chief

' j bgd, in fact, briefly mentioned min- !

dng in testimony - before Lhem but
fewﬁad pursued the mattet

Qnestloned by Leahy

| CIA officials furtber on the issue,

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy {D-Vt.), said - -
he had believed that all members of .
. the panel had been informed of the -

ClA role in the mining but. that he -

~then had learned that he was “one -

"ClA-direcied mining was completed |
last month, according o congress-
.men_who attended a_closed-door

- briefing on the issu

" But Admlmstrauon ‘officials re-
fused to rule out new mining opera-
tions in the future, angering some
moderate Repubhcans as well as
Democrats, the congressmen said.

“The’ .operation has been
stopped,” one Democratic congress-
man who attended the briefing said.
“But they made no commitment
about what they rmght -do in the
future.” .

House Vote Due Today

Administration’ offlcxals con-
firmed his account and sajd the
initial phase of the mining, which
began in February, was completed
well before Tuesday, when the

" Senate voted by an overwhelming

84 to 12 to condemn the action. On

. Wednesday, the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee passed an identical, '
Tion - bmdmg resolution, 31 10 3. The
full House is expected to voLe on the

resolution today.- ,
Meanwhile, Senate Democratic

leader Robert C. Byrd accused CIA

Director William J, Casey of break-
ing_the law for fnlhng_to tell

Ton grﬁathLzm_usr_eg@ugJa;d

of a smaller number than 1 thought
 who had been briefed.” . :
Byrd also said. he ‘was “con-
cerned" about the President’s role
i in the mining. “If he didn't know, it
scares me. If he did know, it scares’
.me,”" Byrad said. “Who's in charge if *
he didn't know? If he did know, why
did he enter into an act that is'in °
-violation of the international laws?" -
;. Rep. Larry Smith (D-Fla.), who .

! Nicaragua's leftist regime.

" One of those who dad questmn 1

L

SIA
040001-2 f

o]

attended the briefing of the House Foreign Affairs
Comumittee, said Dam told the panel that the mines were.
laid *“some time ago,” that another Central American
nation was involved in the operation and that some of
the ‘mines have been. removed apparently by the
Nicaraguans. -

* Dam, who acknowledged in the closed session that the
United States directed the mining, justified the opera-
~tion as an act of “collective self-defense” with the
‘unnamed Central American nation, he said R

::Congressional sources said Dam -was apparently -
refernng to either El Salvador or Honduras, both of-
which have accused Ni icaragua of r-.uchng lefust gueml-

, las in their countries.

4 Both Republicans and Democrat.s in the House sa)d 8
Lhey Wwere angry that President Reagan had authorized -
the mining without consulting Congress and ‘predicted
1 that the House will block the Administration’s request -
- for. $21 ‘million in new support for . rebels f),ghung .
i*It “doesn’t have a -chance,” said House Speaker
Thomas P. (Txp) O'Neill Jr. (D- Mass) who also called.
the -mining-*“terrorism at its worst.” The mines have
damaged at Jeast six merchant sh:ps and caused at least ]
five injuries, but no deaths.’ ’
7 'think jt's down the dra.m, Rep Olympna J. Snowe
of Maine, a moderate Republican member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, said ;-

:However, the House appeared unlikely to take any :
definitive action before its .two- Week Easter recess
begms ’Fnday. congressmen said.” ~ -

iRep. Michael D. Barnes (D-Md.), chairman of the
Forexgn Aftairs subcommittee on Latin America, said he
expects the: H_ouse to approve the resolution condemn-
ing the mining today but to put off the fundmg issue
until as late as May. The House resolution is identical to |
" the measure passed by the Senate on Tuesday. One
: cornmittee Republican dissented in the House Foreign
A.ffaurs Comtmtteevotq on the measure L

?I‘vvo Sh:zitegles Consldered )

~iPresident Reagan reacted 1o the' Senate action by
te‘lhng reporters "As long as it" s not bmdmg 1 can live -
Swith it . .

lAdnumstratxon ofﬁcxa.ls saxd the crumal test wxll be
ﬁheoongressxonal debate over their $21-million funding

E requ&st. U:S."intelligence officials have warned, in-an
tnusual ~“background’ statement 10 reporters, that if
 fhose funds are not approved, the ClA's covert support
for the rebels could run out as early asnext week,” - .

‘The Senate approved. ‘the appropriation last week,
when many members said they were unaware of the
MW____M :

*The money is in the Senate version ‘of an appropria-
 tion-bill that must now go before a joint House-Senate
_conferenceé ,committee, Congressional sources said
"House . Democrats are considering two strategies 't0:
“knock the money out of the bill—either by barring any -
_agreement in the conference or by bringing the $21
million separately to the House floor, where it woulds
“almost surely be voted down: TAT

Continued
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EN ON THE
: MOVE. .. That was
S StateSec George
Shuitz, in heavy téte-a-
téte with Brooke Shields at this
| White House State Dinner,
' whisking her merrily, stil] a-
~ chatter, 'round the dance floor ... .
Dillon Ripley, exxtmg as Smit-
hsonianmeister in September, hop-.
ping aboard the Riggs Bank
National Corporation Board of
Directors. (Just a wee $30,000 a
year, darlings. Every smattering
helps) ... CommerceSec Mac Bal-
drige, to be grandly inducted into
National Cowboy Hall of Fame.
(It's “for contributions as
statesman, rancher and rodeo
competitor” Mac, recall, ropes a
mean steer.) Already there:
Buffalo Bill, Kit Carson, Sam
Houston and Will Rogers ..« ‘CIA-
ncho Bill*“Mumbiles” Case hit-
ting Capitol Hill to brief a Senate
committee in absolute, utter, total
secrecy on Nicaragua. Confiden-
ialitv is assyred. darli
Nobody understood a single word
he said ... Sen. John Warner,
looming large in the chic little
MRV boutique-snipperiein
Georgetown, getting his blow-dry.
(That, darlings, is where Ethel
Kennedy, Eunice and Janet Auch-
incloss get theirs) . .. Terry Bax-
ter, Geico Veep, and author of
“Hailstone,” the book about &
White House murder plot, taking
time off to flit to China this week -
as a Presidential Advance Man, |
And yes. His next book’s to be
- dubbed, “The Advance Man.” And
s0 much more, tomorrow!

‘
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Kennedy Gave President @ Dose

of Bipartisa,n, FG?’eign Poli cy

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.),
stepping in as secretary of state, walked up !
to the plate and walloped a homer for the
kind of bipartisan foreign policy that Pres-
ident Reagan says the country needs.

The vote 1o ban further mining of the
weters off Nicaragus is non-binding, as

~ Reagan was quick to say, But the tally, 84.-
to-12, was & hideous embarressment to
him Just 8 week ago, Reagan was rolling i
up victories that told him that the Senate |
wished only to do his bidding—end to:
know gs little as possible about what he
and the CIA are up to in Nicarsgua, .

At the very least, the vote indicates the
want of martial spirit so deplored by the
real secretary of state, George P. Shultz,
who declared last week—while we were

" practicing it ourselves——that we should be
willing to use force sgainst terrorism.

At most, Reagan has beep informed that
the most slavish and craven senators are
not willing to follow him off the cliff into
World War I, which did seem to be the
light at the end of this particular tunnel

In the end, the Republicans didn’t even
want {o talk about it. After their leader,
Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), an-
nounced that he would be with Kennedy,
they sbandoned their wonted blather and
posturing and fell to answering the roll call.

Thev hsd been through a bipartisan
briefing by CIA Director William J. Casey,
who said that he would have told shout the
mining had he been asked. Then the Re-
publicans plunged into & stormy caucus,
where those few who suggested winning one
for the Gipper were, in the words of one
participant, “spitting into the Sahara”

How many were simply fuming over the
slight to Senate sovereignty—members of
. the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence had been notified of the min-
ing—and how many were genuinely horri-
fied by the consequences of what is gener-

'

MaryMcGrory

HOMER

ally thought to be an act of war, we do not

know. -Sen.” Barry Goldwater -(R-Ariz),
chairman of the Senate intellizence com-
mitiee, wrote a scorching letter to Casey
complaining of being left in the dark, but

voted for the mines, a singular expression

of loyalty to the company in time of trou-
ble. L ‘

Tuesday's reversal enables the senators
go home and show themselves at Easter as

people of peace; who, as soon as they were

informed about it; righted a wrong. Per-
haps nane of their constituents will be rude

enough to ask why they didn't figure oul

sooner what was going on.

The mine damage to a Soviet freighter in *

the port of Sandino was reported in The
Washington Post on March 21. On the
Senate floor, in & futile attempt to cut off
funds for terrorist ectivities, Sen. Christo-
pher J. Dodd (D-Conn.) told of & Pangm-
“anian freighter and two Honduran fishing
boats that had been hit. Nobody argued

-with him—the Republicans let it go by in“
the interest of expeditious delivery to their *

leader of every gun and dollar he asked._
The “contras” cieimed responsibility.
They obviously do not have high-tech ca-
pabilities, and it takes more than & corre-
spondence course to Jearn to rig mines. But
the senators’ need not to know kept them
silent. If they wondered at all, they may
have written private letters to the presi-

' It was too late. British and French ob-
Jections to the mines also merely caused
red faces. Only when reports about more to
come and contingency plans for post-elec-
tion troop deployment came out over the
weekend were Senate consciences touched.
Kennedy had to give up his demand that -
ghe. ,Upited States submit to World Court
Jjurisdiction on the issue. The Nicaraguans

have brought the case to the court, charg-

ing it is a violation of internstional law.
And the Resgan administration has an-
nounced that it will not play—even though
the president made a Jovely pronounce-
ment sbout the the rule of law on Law
Day, which was Monday. ,
Kennedy will be back to the question.
He is 2 one-man guerrilla squad, harassing

his colleagues, making them squirm.and

blush while they vote for violence in Cen-
tral America. He says he intends to bring
back every single amendment that went .
down so hard while the Senate was closing |
its eyes and saying aye 10 whatever Reagan
wanted. '
His most valuable ally in the fight is -
probably Reagan. In his speech to George-
town Friday, Reagan blasted Congress for

_ frustrating his foreign policy. Since he had

bipartisan support on Lebanon and Central
America, nobody knew what in the world
he was talking about. v
But he cleared senstors’ minds. They
now know that, no matter what, he will

_ blame them if things go wrong—so they

dent, which, he said in a truly astounding -

foreign policy speech last week, is.the way
{0 take issue with the commander-in-chief.

The morning after the Senate had voted.

overwhelmingly to continue the secret war, :

. The Wall Street Journal reported the de- 1

tails of CIA supervision and involvement.

1

might as well do the decent thing.
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Byrd says

mines talk |

a strikeout
for Casey

THE WASHINGTON TIMES -
Manv senators no lonser support Wil-
liam Casev. as CIA direclor after his
“pathetic” Senate briefing on the Nica.
raguan harbor mining. Sen. Robert
Byvrd of West Virginia, the Democratic
minority leader, said veslerday.

-Approved For Release 2

He said that Mr. Casev would have

problems winning a confidence vote |

after his closed briefing Tuesday for
‘senators on the administration’s
involvement in funding and providing
advisors for anti-Sandinista guerillas.

“I think it was pathetic,” Mr. Bvrd
said. Mr. Casey appeared on the Hill as
part of an administration effort 10 head
off a vote against the mining operation.
The vote that evening, 84-12, went
against the administration.

But Sen. Howard Baker of 'i“ennelssee. :
the Republican majority leader,” dis- ;

agreed. “I have no such complaint about |

the Casey briefing . . . . He was
remarkably candid for a director of cen-
tral intelligence,” he said.
Is Mr. Baker satisfied with Mr. Casey?
"1 think so0,” he replied. _ .
Mr. Byrd said that it was clear from
the Casey briefing that “people on both

sides of the aisle were not informed,”

and that this reflected a pattern by the
CIA under Mr Casey of not being
forthcoming with Congress.

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

005738 T08 1 AR5591-00901R000400040001-2
12 April 1984 .

STAT

" Mr Byrd said that President Reagari,

by approving “thé mining operations,

“apparently ... condoned an activity,

1 that violates international law” _- . .--

Mr. Casey was confirmed in h'i§hpost
by a 93-0 vote, but yesterdav Mr, Byrd

said he was introducing legislation i
requiring that all the administration’s -

high-level appointees, including Mr.
Casey, und ergoasecond confirmation jf

Mr. Reagan is re-elected and carries |

them into his second term.
Sen. Baker said he has not decided
whether to support Mr. Byrd's bill.
House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill Jr,,

D-Mass., said he thought Mr. Casey was |
performing his job “very, very poorly™ |
and was “taking liberties that no other
leader of the CIA has taken” The min-

ing, Mr. O’Neill added, amounted o “ter-
rorism at its worst.”
House Majority Leader Jim Wrighs,

D-Texas. said he felt “betrayed" by the :

mining disclosures.

— Thomas D. Brandt
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Reagan administration -
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" By NILES LATHEM
Bureau Chief -~ -

believes Democrats on
the House Intelligence
Committes undermined
U.S. etforfs 5 pressure

the government of Nie-

aragua __ by Teaking
sensitive details about

the CIA’s coverf opera-” .

tothe press. g
Senior administration
offictals told The Post
last night that they be-
lieve committee mem-
bers lezked secret de-
.tails of a briefing ClA
Director William_Casey
gave them  about the
mine-laying operation
in Nicaraguan harbors.
They believe the moti-
vation behind the leaks
was to score political
points against . Presi-
dent Reagan during an
election year. : - I
White House officials
announced - yesterday
that the mining.stopped

tion In Central Amefricg :

earlier this week after !

the administration
came under heavy fire
irom Congress and U.S.
- allies. ’ )

- Harbor
mining

Officials are hoping |

that, by -stopping the
mining,
convince the House to
“approve a bill which
wouid give $21 million
of emergency aid to
"ClA-backed guerrillas
for other activities,

" A senior White House

official said yesterday:

that a ClA ship, regis-
tered in Panama,which
is = orchestrating the

‘'mining, left Nicaraguan ;

waters two days ago.

Reagan " can - .

secrefs

feaked:

But the ship left after !} -

elite . ClA-employed -

ool B0

.commana’os from Ar-

gentina and Chile made
another run in the Nica-
raguan harbors to plant
a series of acoustic
mines, - )
-*“l wouldn't run &
speedboat by there,” the

-+ otficial said, implying’

there " are. stil} s0me

" " mmines in the water,. .
The Post reported in -

Monday's edition that

- . the Admiinistration was
. forced to back down

after members of Con-
Eress became enraged
that the mining opera-
tion was going on with-
out formal notification
fromthe Cl4A - -
- But, whilethe Admin-

istration has backed

down, it remains furi.

‘ous ‘with members of .

Congress  who may

.have jeopardized “the.
key. element "in its ef. -

forts to stop the spread
of revolution in Central
America. o T

White House officials .
noted yesterday that
the existence  of the
mining operation was

reported in the press as

early as January.
But members of Con-

gress did not make an -

obbying cam .
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issue of it untit - last

weekend.

It is no coincidence, -

say officials, that the
criticism came after
Casey briefed members
of the House Intelli-

gence Committee two .

weeks ago,

White House officials o
. believe that someone on

that committee Jeaked

7 secret  details of the

-operation to. the .press
for political gain,
“There  may have
been some laws violat-

ed” said an official, -
- adding that the FBI

may bé called to inves-
tigate the matter.

The House and Senate
" Intelligence

Commit-
tees' were formed in

1875 to. oversee the

operations of the 1.8,

intelligence agencies.
The ClA. and other

‘agencies were reguired

“to disclose a)l details of

their operations to the
comrnittees, but com-
mittee members .&and
statfers are sworn to se-
crecy about what is dis-
cussed,

The Senate on.Tues-
day night voted 84-12 to
condemn - the mining
operation — a move
which is non-binding.

The administration is
expected to lsunch =z

STAT

get' passage fbr the $21 :

million aid package for
the rebels,

The Senate approved
the aid before the min-
ing furor erupted Jast
week, but
-Speaker Tip O'Neill has

. predicted that it ‘will
not pass the House, -

~ OWNeill __ vesterday
called

the minin

- Operation “terroriik
ftsworst™ .
And ~he added that
Casey has done ery,
ver orly as head of
the ClA, _
He has taken liber.

. Hes that'no other mem-

ber of the CIA has ever

done __ before " ‘the

Speaker said.
Administration . offj.
cials said that if Con.
gress fails to approve
‘the funding, the
may be forced to halt
the entire antj-Sandin-
ista operation as early
as next week. - .
But other intelligence
experts mnoted ‘thaf the
anti-Sandinista rebels,
who have been operating
out of bases in Honduras
for two years, still may
continue theijr campaj
-with aid from Latin Am-
nerican countries like Ar-
gentina. ’

Israel is also known to

b0 Av0n20001-2

House .
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HOUSE COMMITTEE,
 ECHOING SENATE,
~ OPPOSES MINING

REAGAN I‘S FACING REVOLT

But Officials Assert Operation
, Ended Last Weekend and
" Is Unlikely to Resume

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 11l — The
House Foreign Affairs Committee
today approved a resolution opposing
the use of Govérnment funds for the
mining of Nicaraguan harbors as an
impasse appeared to be developing be-
tween Congress and the Administra-
tion over continuation of covert activity
in Nicaragua. 3
* The resolution approved by the com-
mitiee, in a vote of 32 to 3 with 2 absten-
tions, was identical to one passed by
the Sepate on Tuesday.

. At the same time, Administration of-
|ficials, suddenly faced with a revolt
even by Republicans over their Central
American policy, said that the latest

bors ceased last weekend. This was be-
fore the outcry in Congress against the
mining had raised questions about the
ability of the Administration to obtain
financing for its key Central American
programs. There was no explanation
why this was not made known earlier
: Financing Isin Trouble -
The officials, who privately acknowi-
&edged the mining was directed by the
Central Intelligence Agency, suil re-
fused publicly to confirm that the
Agency was involved. _
Kenneth W. Dam, Deputy Secretary
of State, suggested that the United
States would be justified in assisting

an act of collective self-defense. But in
testifying before the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, he too declined to ac-
: knowledge that the United States was
|involved in the mining.

phase of the mining of Nicaraguan har- -

the mining of Nicaraguan harbors as :

12 April 196L

In Honduras, the largest anti-Sandin-
/ista insurgent group decided at a meet-
ing to continue the mining, a top offi-
cial of the group said. But he denied
i that. Americans were ‘invelved in it.

S

The Senate™ voteq- overwhelmingly
last week td.approve $21 million to con.
tinue the covert program in Nicaragua
and $62 million for emergency military
aid to E} Salvador. But with Congress
due to begin a 10-day Easter boliday by
the end of the week, the House is un-

ui serious questions about their pas-
sage. ) :

- Reagan Move Is Hinted

jeign Affairs Committee either later
today or on Thursday. The resolution is
not binding on the President, but an ex.
pression of*the sentiment of the Con-

A State Department spokesman,
John Hughes, hinted Strongly that if
Congress recesses without approving
the money for El Salvador, President

| powers to provide the military aid for
El Salvador on an interim basis, Such
action; however, would be resented by
‘many members of Congress and could
legd to further confrontation with the
Administration. .
¢+ There is no legal authority for the
‘Centra! Intelligence Agency to use
_other funds if the $2] million for covert
aid is not approved by Congress, C.1.A,
-officials said today. They said when the
money for the insurgents in Nicaragua
runs out -—and it could within a matter
.0f weeks — the operation there would
I have to cease. House Speaker Thomas
" P. O’Neill J1. vowed today that no new
- funds would be authorized. .
;  The officials who divulged that the
! mining of Nicaraguan waters had
ended declined to say whether it would
be resumed. A senior’ State Depart-
- ment official sajd that given the ag-

verse publicity overseas and the strong.
Congressional opposition, it was “‘very,

very unlikely’’ there would be addi.
. tional mining financed or supported
the United States, po 4
- They said the ship that carried the
mines and the Americans involved in
directing the mining had left Nicara-
guanB cgastalwaters. d they had
ut Senate sources saj ey had not
beeninformed by William J. Casey, the
Director_of Central Intelligence. that
the_mining had actually stopped. Be
met_privately with senators on Tuss

day and repeatedly refused to tell them .

~the status of the mining,_senators said

today.

{Reagan might . invoke emergency

STAT

Reaction Stans Administration

The Administration seemed stunned
by the vehemence of the sentiment on
Capitol Hill apainst the mining. Many
senators, including those on the Intelli-
gence Committee, which is supposed 10
be kept informed of a1l covert actions,
asserted they knew nothing about the
American involvement,

But officials of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the State Department
aod the White House all insisted that

| the appropriate intelligence commit-
| tees had beery)
likely to vote on either measure, rais- ;| g a3 well as ¢ £51 3=
' Boms in Nicaragus Jast fall and subse-
- quently, Last November, Congress ap-
-~ ; broved 524 million for Nicaraguan
- . rebel actiyi;i&s. )

The full House was expected to ap- l foThe officials said President Reagan

Prove the resolution passed by the For- ! Detember. C1A officials saiq

] hey
: tad transcripts of testimony before the
i intelligence commitiees o document

I Informed abouf the min-

rmally approved the minine ast

that they were informed,

" Ope_State De ent official said
be had beard that some officials were
considering seeking private financing

- for the Nicaraguan rebels If Congress

does ngt act, but & senior Siafe Depari-
~ment _official said that was “‘ofi-the-
wall thinking™ and was ‘“‘out of the
guestion.”
Senator Barry Goldwater, chairman
of the Senate Intelligence Committee,
" said in a letter Monday to Mr. Casey
“that Mr. Reagz?n had given his consent
10 the mining last February, but offj.
cials said this was incorrect. The letter

was made public by Senate sources on |

. Tuesday, .

‘The officials noted that the Nicara.
- guan Democratic Force, the leading
Nicaraguan-rebe] group, publicly an-

nounced on Jan. 8 that it had mined

Nicaraguan ports and was declaring all
Nicaraguan ports to be

" .zones.”
Reservations by Sbultz

‘“The money Congress approved has

ways, and the mining is only one aspect
otit,” & State Department otficial said,
using the name by which the Nicara-
guan repels are commonly known.

“danger ’

used to help the contras in many

Secretary of State George P. Shultz

»Was said by his aides today to have bad
' s0me¢ reservations about the mining be-
cause of possible international criti-

cism, but not about the overall harass. .
ment campaign against the Nicara. .

guan Government. They said that he

+ did not register formal objections to
! the White House at the time.

One aide said Mr. Shultz felt that the
' C.ILA. had Primary responepility for

. the rebel activity and that the mining

was not regarded as & particularly big

Continued
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Text of Goldwater’s Letter to Head of C.LA.

Special 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 10 — Follow-
ing is the text of a letter sent Monday
to William J. Cdsey, Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, by Senator Barry
Goldwaier, Republican of Arizona, in
his capacity as chairman of the Sen-
ate Select Committee on Intelligence:

_ Dear Bill:

All this past weekend, I've been
trying to figure out how I can most
easily tell you my feelings about the
discovery of the President having ap-
proved mining some of the harbors of
Central America.

It gets down to one, little, simple
phrase: I am [expletive deleted]!

I understand you had briefed the
House on this matter. I've heard that,
Now, during the important debate we
‘had all last week and the week before,
on whether we would increase funds

for the Nicaragua program, we were
doing all right until a member of the
committee charged that the Presi-
dent had approved the mining. I
strongly denied that because I had
never heard of it. I found out the next
day that the C.1.A. had, with the writ.
ten approval of the President, en-

gaged in such mining, and the ap--

proval came in February!

Bill, this is no way to run a railroad
and I find myself in a hell of a quan-
dary. I am forced to apologize to the

- members of the intelligence commit-
. tee because I did not know the facts

on-this. At the same time, my coun-
terpart in the House did know.

The President has asked us to back
his foreign policy. Bill, how can we
back his foreign policy when we don't
know what the hell he is doing? Leba-
non, yes, we all knew that he sent
troops over there, But mine the har-

bars in Nicaragua? This is an act vio-
lating international law. It is an act of
war. For the life of me, I don’t see
how we are going to explain it.

My simple guess is that the House
is going to defeat this supplemental
and we will not be in any position to
put up much of an argument after we
were not given the information we
were entitled to receive; particular.
ly, if my memory serves me correct-
ly, when you briefed us on Central

America just & couple of weeks ago. .
; And the order was signed before that,

Idon't like this, I don’t like it one bit
from the President or from you. I
don't think we need a lot of lengthy
explanations. The deed has been done
and, in the future, if anything like this
happens, I'm going to rase one hell of
a lot of fuss about it in public,

Sincerely, .
BARRY GOLDWATER
Chairman
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Administration Tries
" To Defend lIts Position

By Joanne Omang
and Don Oberdorfer
Washingion Post Stalf Writers
The Senate voted overwhelmingly
yesterday to condemn U.S. partic-
ipation in the mining of Nicaraguan
- harbors, rejecting a last-minute ef-
fort by the Reagan administration to
defend its position and its program
" of aid to rebels ‘against the leftist
government of Nicaragua,

- The 84 to 12 vote, on a non-bind-
ing “sense-of-the-Congress” resolu-
tion that can have no direct effect on
the program, wes the first time the
Republican-controlled Senate has
gone ‘on rtecord in ‘opposition to any
aspect of President Reagan’s policy
in Central America. -
“If it is not binding, T can live
with it,” Reagan said last night at a
state dinner for President Salvador
dJorge Blanco of the Dominican Re-
public. “I think there is a great hys-
teria raised about this whele thing.
We are not going to war.>  *. .
Earlier, a large number of sena-
tors from both parties gave a hostile
reception to administration offjcials
who came to Capitol Hill to explain
the policy. And Sen. Barrv Goldwa-
ter (R-Ariz.} sent a strongly worded
letter of complaint about the mining

to CIA Director William J. Casey.
Goldwater, chairman of the :Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee and a
stalwart administration backer, said
in the letter that the mining, which
hes reportedly damaged eight ships
from five nations, is “an act of war

"....Idon't see how we are going to -
explain it.” A copy of the letter was .

obtained by The Washington Post.
The Senate vote put that body on
record against the use of U.S, funds

to “plan, direct, execute or support .

the mining of the territorial waters
of Nicaragua.” Sen. Russell B. Long
(D-La.) was the only Democrat
among the 12 dissenters.

WASHINGTON POST
11 April 1984

Senate Condemns Vg

Repubficans who voted against the administra-
tion included Majority Leader Howard H. Baker
Jr. of Tennessee, Minority Whip Ted Stevens of
Alaska and Sen. Paul Laxalt of Nevada, a firm
friend of Reagan's. : ,

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), who spon-
sored the resolution as an amendment to the ad- -
ministration’s tax bill, said afterward that the vote

~showed “the deep concern all Americans feel !
about the escalation in Central America and Nie-

" aragus, and the real possibility of American boys

i dying in the jungles of Central America.” :
though this is the first expression of such senti- |
ment by the Senate, he said, “There will be more.” f

Kennedy sponsored a series of -unsuccessful ef-:

forts last week to eliminate the administration’s .
request for $21 million to aid the rebels opposing
the Nicaragua government and to cut its emergen-
cy request for $62 million in military help for the
government of El Salvador. '

. The appropriations measure carrying both pro-
visions passed the Senate virtually unscathed, but

House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D- .

" Mass.) said yesterday that it will not pass the
" House before its Easter recess begins Friday.
Administration sources, who have insisted the
aid is needed right away in El Salvador to keep
" that country’s army from running out of supplies,
1 said a decision would be made today on whether
to use emergency funding authority to provide the
- money or to ask the House and Senate appropri-
ations subcommittees to provide it by reprogram-
ming money allocated to other nations. “We can't
wait any longer,” one source said. '
The administration tried throughout the day to
respond to & frenetic week of news and leasked

reports about U.S. actions and plans in Central
America, and to concerns from members of Con-
gress that they had not been kept informed.
The Whité House issued an unusual three-page
. statement from Secretary of Slate George P.
Shultz, Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinherger,
CIA Director William J, Casey and the president’s
assistant_for national security affairs, Robert C.
McFarlane. o - :
~“We state emphatically that we have not con-
sidered, nor have we developed plans to use U.S.
military forces to invade Nicaragua or any other
Central American country,” the statement said. .
Citing “Jongstanding obligations under the Rio
Treaty, our treaty obligations to defend the Pan-
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ama Canal or military contingency plans for di-
saster relief, humanitarian assistance or emergen-
¢y evacuations,” the statement acknowledged that.

; “For over a generation, as prudence would dictate,

we have maintained and updated plans for these |
contingencies. We have not, however, planned to
use our forces to invade any country in the ‘re-i
gion.” . .
The New York Times reported Sunday that
contingency plans are being drawn for the pos-
sible use of U.S. combat troops in Central Amer-
ica” if Jeftist forces cannot be defeated by current
strategy. In another article yesterday The Times
said the new contingency plans are political ones
and that military plans have not yet been fully
drawn up. The word “invasion” was not used.

The White House statement also denied plans
for “a post-election military enterprise in Central
America,” apparently referring to a Washington'
Post article yesterday that reported that a senior
administration official had said Reagan “is deter-
mined to go all out to gain the upper hand” over

leftists in Central America after the November
election, assuming that Reagan is returned to of-
fice. The mining is viewed as “a holding action”
until that time, the story said. . . '
- The statement also insisted that “all U.S. ac-
tivities in the Central American region have been
fully briefed' in detail to the committees of the
Congress which exercise jurisdiction in full com-’
pliance with the law.” .
Goldwater’s letter to Casev disputed that. “It
gets down to one, little, simple phrase: T am pissed
offl” he wrote. “Bill, this is no way to run & rail-
road . . .. The president has asked us to back his
foreign policy. Bill, ‘how can we back his forelmn
policy when we don’t know what the hell he is
doing?” o ]
Goldwater's letter predicted that the House will -
defeat the measure containing funds for the Ni- |
caraguan rebels, known as “contras,” “and we will
not be in any position to put up much of an ar- |
gument after we were not given the information | -
we were entitled to receive ... . .when you briefed |
us on Central America just a couple of weeks ago.” |
Goldwater continued, “I don’t like this. I don‘t]
like it one bit from the president or from you.” He
promised that “in the future, if anything like this
happens, I'm going to raise one hell of a lot of fuss
about it in public.”

4
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.S. rebuts Central

By Jeremigh O'Leary

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Reagan administration
emphatically denied yesterday charges
that Congress has not been kept
informed of covert activities in Central
America and that the United Statqs has
plansto deploy U.S. combat Troaps in the
region after the November elections.

White House press spokesman Larry
Speakesmeade publica detalied series of
denials of these accusations in the
names of sSecretarv of State George P.
Shultz, Secrewarv of Defense Casga; W.
Weinberger, ClA Director William
Casey znd national securitv advisor
Robert C. McFariane. _ )

The statement, issued aftera meeting
between the president and Mr. Wein-
berger, stated:

“In recent days a shrill and often con-
fusing debate has developec} over our
goals, plans and. acrivities in Central
‘America. Because this debate, much c_)f
it uninformed and unartributed,l is
obscuring the real situation, we believe
itin the public interest 10 set the record
straight on our objectives, our policy,
and our actions on the record.”

Nowhere in the three-page statement
was there anv mention of allegations
that the CIA is behind the mining of
Nicararuan waters, But the statement
dealt with four subjects that have cre-
ated turmoil in Congress and imperiled

passage of the emergency appropri-
ations of $61 million for E} Salvador and
$21 million for the anti-Sandinista
forces covertly supported by the United
States intheir battle against the Marxist
regime in Managua.

“First, allegations have been made
that we are planning for U.S. combat
troops to conduct an invasion in Central
America,” the statement said. “We state
emphatically that we have not consid-
ered, nor have we developed, plans to
use U.S. military forces to invade Nica-
ragua or any Central American coun-
try”

This point was made by Secretary
Weinberger in his Sunday television
appearance. but the declaration said:
“Some have chosen to disbeljeve him,
consciously or unconsciously confusing
what they call ‘invasion’ plans with our
long-standing obligations under the Rio

post-election

Treaty, our treaty obligations to defend
the Panama Canal, or military contin-
gency plans for disaster relief, humani-
tarian assistance or emergency
evacuations.

“For over a generation, as prudence
would dictate, we have maintained and
updated plans for these contingencies.
We have not, however, planned to use our
forces to invade any country in the
region”

Countering the charge that the
United States is planning to conduct a
military exercise in Cen-

tral America, the statement said: “This

quite simply is not the case. We are not
plarning for such action now, nor are we
planning for it after the election”

On allegations by some critics of the

-administration that certain CIA actjvi-

ties have not been adequately presented

1o appropriate committees of Cangress,

the statement sajd: “All U.S. activites
in the Central American region have

been fullv briefed in detail to the com-
mittees of Congress which exercise

Jurisdiction, in full compliance with the -

The White House declaration sajd
President Reagan sent Senate Majority
Leader Howard Baker aletter last week
assuring him that U.S. objectives and
goals in the region have not changed.
That letter said: “The United States
does not seek to destabilize or over-
throw the government of Nicaragua.”

The fourth point made in the
Statement was that the current debate
hastended to confuse improvements the
U.S. has helped to make in El Salvador
with what is really going on in Nicara-

ua.

Mr. Reagan’s principal foreign policy
advisors stated: “Our policy toward
Nicaragua has been consistent, in that
we have supported the multilateral dia-
logue in what is known as the Contadora
process. We have endorsed the 21 Con-
tadora objectives which would reguire
that Nicaragua terminate the export of

erica char

subversion, reduce the size of its milj-
tary apparatus, implement its demo-
€ratic commitments to the OAS, and
remove Soviet bloc and Cuban military
personnel.” : -

The administration officials charged
that Nicaragua’s response to the “pro-
cess” have been “fraudulent and cyni-
cal” The statement accused the
Managua government of making propa-
ganda at the United Nations and
attempting to sidetrack negotiations to

- the International Court of Justice.

“A government fanatically dedicated
to intervention beyond its borders thus
seeks to use an honorable internationaj
institution to protect it from its own ¢iti-
2ens who are rising against it the
statement said. “This administration
will not be deceived, nor will it play that
game.”

The administration charged that
Nicaragua continues to be the source of
regional subversion and insurgency.
But in El Salvador, the statement said,
there has been “an inspiring display of
courage and commitment 1o the demo-
cratic process that deserves our admj-
ration and full support.

“It is critical that the American
people understand what is at stake in the
Central American region,” the
statement said. It is a region that
includes the Panama Canal and millions
of people who crave democracy and
wish 10 be free.
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SENATORS 0PPOSE
-~ FUNDS FOR MINING

REBUKE TO REAGAN

(42 Republicans Support
" Nonbinding Measure
Urged by Kennedy

By MARTIN TOLCHIN
_ Speciaito The New York Tirnes
WASHINGTON, April 10 — The Sen-
. ate, in an angry rebuke to President
Reagan voted overwhelmingly tonight
! in favor of & sense of the Senate resolu.
tion thz! opposed the use of Federal
funds to mine Nicaraguan waters.

The resolution, which is not binding,
was acopted by 84 votes to 12, with Sen-
ete Republican leader Howard H.
Baker Jr. and 41 other Republicans vot-
ing against the Administration. Sena-
tor Russell B. Long, Democrat of
- Louisiana, was joined by 11 Republk-
. cans in opposing the resolution. which
was sponsored by Senator Edward M.
Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts,

€ Senate acti
ftrom__Administration  officials and

LA Pbﬂf %roved For Ré@s%??ﬁﬂﬁ

 members of Congress that Americans

working for the Central Intellisence

Agency aboard a ship off Nicaragua

Were supervising the mining of Nicara-
gan waters in recent months, )
" ‘Reagan’s Secret War’
The resolution reads in full; *“Itis the
‘sense of Congress that no funds hereto-
.fore or hereafter appropriated in any
actof Congress shall be obligated or ex-
- pended for the purpose of planning, ex-
| ecuting or supporting the mining of the
| POIts or territorial waters of Nicara-

n

“The Senate took a fu-st Step to halt

ragua,” Senator Kemnedy, a a leading
critic of the President’s policies in Cen-
tral America, said after the-vote. “To-
night, in a truly bipartisan vote, 84
members of the Senate said ‘enough is

EI)Ollgb.' "
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{ PréSident Reagat’s secret War in Nica-

The vote came after two bitter con-
frontations between William J. Casey,
Direclor of Central Intelligence, and
Eroups of senators who expressed

form appropriate Senate committees

anger and indignation over both the
agency’s policy and its failure to in. -

of its action, The meetings were held in
the quarters of the Senate Jntelligence

_Committee, wh whgch was swept for elec-

| each session.
_ Goldwater ¥s Scathing

As a measure of the Senate’s indigna-
tion, Sepator Barry M. Goldwater, Re-
bublican of Arizona and chairman of
the_Intelligence Committee, & stron
supporter of the C.I.A., sent a scathing
letter to the intelligence chief saying
that he felt personally betraved by the :
; gency’s failure to inform his comrmit-
': tee of the action.

| “I don’t like this,” Mr. Goldwater. |
" wrote. *'T don’t like it ope bit from the :

President or from you. I don’t think we
need a Jot of lengthy explanations. The
deed has been done and, in the future, if
anything like this happens, I'm going to
raise one heil of a lot of fuss about 11 in
public.”

Although Administration officials i in-
isisted that both the House and Senate
Lmtelhgence committees had been in-
Jformed of the mining, there was con-
-siderable confusion over precisely who :
‘bad been to}d. Mr. Casey said that he
“had alluded to the mining at briefings
“before the Senate and House intellj-
*EQDQ@.QM&L%

.n_his Jettér to Mr. Casey, Senator |

‘Goldwater insisted that the Sepate In- |
-telhgence Committee had not been in-

tronic _eavesdropping_devices before

‘formed about the mining, although he !

fsaid the House Intelligence Comrnittee |
~had been informed.

- According to senators who attended
-a briefing with Mr. Casey this sher--!

vnoon, Senator Goldwater conceded that -

“Mr. Casey mav have informed him of -
;tj:Le mining but in such an offhand wa

- that the senator had not paid attention '5

i 10 the information. It was unciear who,
'i! anyone, -on _the House Intelligence
0 Comr_grp_xttee had been informed. Com-

} mittee Republicans said today thag
rthey had not been told.

A “Covert Operation’

; intruded on the warmaking powers of
! @n&ms while the Administration
wLontended that it had both the authiority
1 and moral duty to mine the Nicaraguan

) waters
\—

Ill:.ﬁ_e.&aio_rs_tmm._casgy_thauhe :
Er¢s1d¢_m_nad.ahuseﬂ.hlsmmhonma.nd '
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Tbe New York Times / Paul Hosetros
William J. Casey, head of C.I LA,
- ‘_l;aving the Capitol after briefing.

ET "There was a lot of hostility toward
-Casey " said a Democratic Senator |
t#ho attended a hastily called three-
l‘hou.r session-at which the intelligence
gcmef sought to assuage the senators.
1 #The anger was not so much that Do- |
nbody y_ up here knew about it, but it was
‘indignation over the policy of mining
lanot.her country’s harbor and bemnuse-
)ment that the whole thing could be so
i amateuriship.”

Mr. Casev insisted that aithough the
ggencv s role was widely knowr, it was

{8 _‘‘covert operation” and would contin-

y ue, according to those who attended

one of the sessions, He szid that he had

-twice alluded to the mining in testi-

{ mony before the Intellipence Commit-
11ee, and said that the committee’s staff
‘bad been briefed on the action, Mr.
Casey added that it was up to the sena-
.tors to_ask the guestions that would
. produce the information.

“That didn't go down very well,”
said a senaidr who was at one orthe

sessions. Another participant said Mr.
Casey had been ‘‘reupholstered’” at one

i igence chief would not again ain Ignore the
: s_gaj;ptqm_r_eq__rement nt to inform appro-
priate Congress:ona‘ committees of the

agency S activities.

Senator  Goldwater, who had de- |
jended the C.1.A. in last week's de- |
bates, was angriest in his denunciation. !
In his Jetter to Mr. Casev, the senator
said, “Dear Bill; Al this past weekend,
. Uvebeen. tr)dn&\ﬂlgu-te_om.hgw_l_can
j most easily tell you my feelings about
the discovery of the President having
approved mmmg some of the ha __:mm‘

used an exp]enve 10 dfzs_".nbehls.angen.

session and predicted that the the intel-|
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Scorchmg Letter

The text ofd letter, dated Abrd 9 and made

available yesterday, from Sen. Barry Goldwa-
ter (R Ariz), chairman of the Senate Intelli- .
gence Committee, to CIA Director William J:°

Casey:
Dear Bill:

Al this - past weekend I’ve been trymg to :

ﬁgure out how T can most easily tell you my
feelings .about - the ° dxscovery of the president

" having approved mining some of the harbors of

Central America.

It gets down to one, little, :-umple phrase; I

am pissed off!

I understand that you had bnefed the House ‘

on this mater. I've heard that. Now, during the’
important debate we had last week and the
week before, on whether 'we would increase
funds Aot the Nlcaragua program, we were

domg aﬂ right until 2 member of the committee '

charged that the president had approved the
mining.“1 strongly denied that because I had
never heard of it. I found out the next day that
the CIA had, with the written approval of the
president, engaged in such mining, and the ap-
proval came in Februaryl -

Bill, this is no way to run a rajlroad, and I
find myself in a hell of a quandary. I am forced
to apologize to the members of the Intelligence
Committee because I did not know the facts on
this. At the same time, my counterpart in the
House did know.

The president has asked us to back his for-
eign policy. Bill, how can we back his foreign
policy when we don't know what the hell he is
doing? Lebanon, yes, we all knew that he sent
troops over there. But mine the harbors in Nic-
aragua? This is an act violating international

law. It is an act of war. For the life of me I

“don’t see how we are going to explain it. .

My simple guess is that the House is going to
defeat this supplemental and we will not be in
any position to put up much of an argument
after we were not given the information we
were entitled to receive; particularly, if my
memory serves me correctly, when you briefed
us on Central America just a couple of weeks
ago. And the order was signed before that.

I don’t like this. I don't like it one bit from

' the president or from-you. I don’t think we

need a lot of lengthy explanations. The deed
has been done and, in the future, if anything

~ like this happens, I'm going to raise one hell of

a lot of fuss about it in public.
Sincerely,

: Barry Goldwater

Chairman
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By Thomas D. Brandt B

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Senate voted overwhelmingly vyes-
terday againstapproving any further fund-
ing for the mining of Nicaraguan harbors.

In a non-binding resolution, the
Republican-controlled Senate voted 84-12
against additional funding.

“Traditionally, mining someone’s harbor
has been an act of war® said Sen. James
Sasser. D-Tenn., after a closed door
briefing on the operation by CIA director
. Willlam Casey where Mr. Sasser said
“there was a lof of hostiliny”

While it was a non-binding resclution, a
top GOP official who took part in the full

day of Senate-White House negotiations

leading to the vote said it was fair to cate-
gorize it as a repudiation of administration
policy. :
In the Democrat-controlled House,
other parts of the administration’s Central

America policy hit a stone wall, even while

the White House called for an end to the.

“shrill and often confusing debate” about
policy in the region. .
Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, D-Mass., said

the House would give Mr. Reagan no more

than half of the $61.7 million in military aid

-.he requested for El Salvador. This follows

word on Monday from House leaders that
$21 million for guerrillas trying to -over-
throw the leftist government of Nicaragua
was also dead in the House. o
Mr. O'Neill said it will be virtually impo.s-
sible to bring up the Central American aid
package until after. Congress' Easter
recess,unless the Senateor the administra-
‘tion stripsit from a conference report swol-
len with more than & billion dollars worth
of unrelated programs. -

The Senate vote came on a resolution

offered by Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-N_Iass.,
but it was supported by some prominent
conservatives and usual allies of Mr. Rea-
gan. . . o

WASHINGTON TIMES
11 April 1984

R-Nev, Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind.,
and Sen. William Armstrong, R-Col.
Both Virginia’s Republican sen-
ators, John-Warner and Pau] Trible,
supported the measure, as did Paul
Sarbannes, D-Md. Sen. Charles
Mathias, R-Md., did not vote.

A vote on a second Kennedy

gan to rescind his decision to with-
draw the U.S. from the jurisdiction
of the International Court of Jus-
tice was postponed by agreement of
Mr. Kennedy and the Senate Repub-
lican leadership.
The White -House told Senate
Republicans to strike a deal with
" the Democrats, if possible, allow-
ing a vote on the first proposal on
the harbor mining, but postponing
the second on the World Court until
after the Easter recess, according
to a GOP source. :
“They wereready to getrid of the

issue,” the official said of what was

STAT
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i - Théy mcluc_ied Sen Paul I:éxélt, o

motion to require President Rea-

“It is 'infi'efensible~&i~fhe part of
the adm;mstration 10 ask us to back
its foreign policy when we don’t

. evenknow what is going on because
we were_nqt_bnefed pursuant to the-

legal requirements,” said ' Sen.
Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz. and
chairman of the Intelligence Com-
mittee,

Mr. Goldwater -rebuked CIA
Director Casev for failing to ‘tel]
him in advance of the agency’s role
in_mining Nicaraguan ports, .
ﬁdVISlnE if_anvihing similar 1o it

appens again “I'm going to raise
one hell of a Iot of fuss 2bout it in
public”

“1 don’t like this” he told Mr.
Casev. “1 don't like it one bit from
the president or from vou, ] don’t

described as a damage-control
operation.

“The first part was the most
timely and, with implementation,
will save lives,” said Sen. Kennedy

in explanation of why he agreed to

the postponement.

He added that if the covert oper-
ations to aid those mining the
Nicaragaun harbors is not stopped,
he will bring a substantive motion
to the floor to force a stop.

Sen. Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y.,
said that the United States, by its
own agreement, signed by then-
President Harry Truman, cannot
withdraw from the international
court without a six-month prior
notice, .

He said that the US. made a |
“squalid decision” to try to avoid |

“the court’s jurisdiction,
Several senators vesterday were
critical of the administration for

failing to notify Congress about the

mining operation.

think we need a lot of lenpthvexpla-
nations. The deed has been done
and. in the future, if anvthi i
this happens. I'm going 1o raj
hell of a lot of fuss about it in pub-
lig”” .
Although Mr, Goldw
had not been informed. Se
Leahy, D-Vt., told reporters that he
knew about the CIA involvement at
the time he voted against the appro. |
priatign_last week., and ISt
assumed evervbodv knew about it.
“l was apparently one of &
smaller number than I thought who
had been briefed,” Mr. Leahy said.
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‘Tefio‘n Factor’

ReaganSeems Immuneto Aides’ Misdeeds,
But Probe of Meese May Change Pattern

By TiM CARRINGTON
S1aff Reporier of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON-Democrats are talking
-up the phrase “sleaze factor" to describe a

crazy quilt of ethics-law violations and al- :

leged improprieties by more than 40 Reagan
appointees. N

But another phrase is being bandied
about that aptly characterizes the problems
President Reagan’s foes are having making
the sleaze analogy stick. This is the “*Teflon
factor,” which refers to the president's ap-
parent political immunity to most of his
aides’ mistakes or misdeeds. Although the
probe of Attorney General-designate Edwin
Meese may change this pattern, Ronald
Reagan's ability to deflect embarrassment
seems nothing short of uncanny.
.. ""We should all have the skill of Ronald
Reagan to stand by and watch things ha
pen-on the ship of
which he is captain as
an  innocént  by-
stander,” says Fred fg
Wertheimer, presi- MR
dent of Common Cause, the self-styled citi-
zens lobby. President Reagan's Teflon im-
age contrasts sharply 1o that of his prede-
cessor in the White House, Jimmy Carter. A
former Carter aide grouses that even trivial
incidents—such as the reports that chief

ajde Hamilton Jordan spit a drink at some- |

one—1ranslated quickly into an embarrass-
ment to the president. With President Rea-
gan, 'the Carter man complains, “things
happen and he Just says, ‘Aw shucks. "'
" That response mightn't weather the bar-
_ rage being aimed by the Democrats as they
highlight the ethics issue during the politica)
campaign season. Television advertisements
parade half-forgotten figures before the pub-
lic, like Rita Lavelle, the former Environ-
mental Protection Agency official convicted
of lying to Congress about her handling of a
toxic -cleanup program, ]
Moareover, the protracied investigation of
Mr. Meese may put some chinks in the Tef-
lon surface. Mr. Meese, who is a closer per-
sonal friend to the president than other ap-

__é ﬁroved For ﬁeleagglz%g‘ggé‘y £8g.CIA-RDP91
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Carter's press secretary. “The similarities |
between the Meese thing and Bert Lance are |
getting~{ascinating,” says a former Carter

T e )
misses them, not with the snarling defen-

- lier-than-thou” image, President Reagan:

- son, Washington bureau chief of the Los An-

siveness of a Richard Nixon but good-hu-
moredly, as when he said the only problem.
with the heavily criticized EPA was the way
the press was covering it. ]
‘Laugh at Ourselves’

.. While President Carter projected a ‘ho- |
suggests tolerance, says a Democratic strat-
egist. ""He shows an ability to laugh at our-
selves” that makes the public more inclined
to forgive, this Democrat says. -

Some Democrats charge that the press is
letting Mr. Reagan off the hook. Jack Nel-

geles Times, responds that he feels the press
has actively covered alleged improprieties
‘in-the Reagan administration but that the
ipublic wants to believe in the president any-
way. "People are so damn tired of seeing
presidents written up negatively,” he re-
marks.

The Reagan White House seems astute at |
cutting political losses when it has to. When |
appointees fall prey to allegations of scan- -
dal, President Reagan's pattern is to issue
good-natured dismissals, then jettison those
who threaten him with continued embar-
rassment. The forced resignations of EPA
Administrator Anne Burford- and Interior
: Secretary James Watt are examples.

And in the case of Mr. Meese, the ap-
pointment of a special counsel to investigate
.the allegations frees President Reagan from
having to speak up in his friend's defense. .

aide, who predicts that the Meese Joans will
end up embarrassing President Reagan just
as the Lance “banking practices did Presi-
dent Carter. N .

Some Democrats are circulating a 1978
column written by citizen Ronald Reagan,
complaining about the Lance affair, '‘“What
seemed to escape the president's notice all
the while the Lance affair was simmering
last year was the fact that the average citi-
zen resents what seems to be undue special
privilege for a few in high places,” Mr, Rea-
gan states in the column. Now; as the Meese
inquiry drags on, the same complaint is be-
ing turned on him.

*“1f you're loyal to 8 man, you don't dan-
gle yourself around his neck as an alba-
tross,” says Borace Busby, a former aide to
President Johnson. He recalls an episode in
which three pending appointees were flown
to the Johnson ranch for a ceremonial an-
nouncement of their new positions. Simulta-
neously 2 mail pouch arrived from the
White House explaining that one of the ap-
pointees had made extensive borrowings he
hadn’t been able to repay. The president im-
mediately segregated the man and told him
he wouldn't get the job after all. President
Reagan probably didn't make enough such
moves early on, Mr. Busby adds,

A former Reagan adviser worries that
other improprieties might surface. *‘The

best thing the White House could do is tell |-

everybody that if anvone has anything out
there, they'd better leave,” he says.
Democrats, hopeful of some political im-
pact, are weaving the incidents together into
a mosaic that shows & general insensitivity

toward the high standards expected of pub- |.
lic servants. "“The floor hasn't fallen in," |-

says Mr. Hart, the pollster. “‘But I suspect |
there’s a lot of termite damage.” !
Nevertheless, the president is aided by

“Carter made the unfortunate mistake of the random nature of his administration’s
throwing his arms around Lance and saying, ethical problems. EPA administrator Bur-
‘I'm proud of you, Bert,” " says a former ford was charged with mismanaging her
Reagan adviser, 'He made a visible symbol ‘agency and granting favors to regulated
of his relationship with Lance. Reagan has concerns. Interior Secretary Watt made of-

pointees 10 fall under criticism, is the sub- ;

Ject of a probe resulting from the fact that |
- federal jobs were given to persons who lent

money to him and his vwife. .

.- The way President Reagan reacts pub- ;

licly to these situations helps explain why he |

s_eems o emerge untainted. When ques-
tioned about them, Mr, Reagan often dis-

Approved For Relgasg 20054% 17281 Gl

. Peter Hart, 2 Democratic pollster, “‘But ev-.|

avoided -that.”
Complexity also has prevented certain
conflict-of-interest complaints from causing
public_outrage. The rnuch-crificized huyt
complicated financial affairs of Central In-
itelligence Agency director Willlam Casey
-are_simply bevond many people's under-

By contrast, the Meese situation may be
more of a problem for the president because
it is more comprehensible. “There are a lot
of things that seem arcane to people—stock
transactions and things of that nature," says

erybody understands a loan-job™ connec-
|tion.”
{Meese Loans

i

Eazarlier this week, Carter administration |

alumni debated the durability of President
‘Reagan's Teflon surface at a book-signing

RBPBEHD

fensive remarks. Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Thayer came under investigation for
allegedly passing on insider stock-trading

tips. Other than a general sense of Jaxity in
the administration, the episodes don't sug-
gest a pattern. :

901 R000400040001-2
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CIA Harassment s Alleged
After Worker Reports Abuse;

~ By Lena H. Sun
. Washington Post Swff Writer
A former covert case officer for
the Central Intelligence Agency has
sued the agency, accusing officials of

harassing her rather than investiga- .

ting her complaints about the misuse

of funds and other improprieties. < *
.- The women, identified only- as
Jane Doe” in the suit filed in US.
District Court in Alexandria, alleged
that CIA officials attempted to fire

her after she reported abuses she

.8aid she . discovered overscas on a -

special assignment in July 1981,

- “Jane Doe” is still employed by
the agency. S

- The suit, which accuses the ‘agen-

cy of violating her civil rights and its °
own regulations, seeks unspecified -

damages and recovery of legal fees.
A CIA spokesman had no comment.

Named in the suit are CIA Direc-
tor William J. Casey; Deputy Direc-
tor John N. McMahon; Executive
Director Charles A. Briggs; John
Stein, deputy director of operations;
“Claire George, assistant deputy di-
rector of operations, and James
Glerum, chief of a division of oper-
“ations. .
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terminate & 10-year relationship

‘been misappropriated by Jane Doe’s
dormer supervisor,” the suit said.

STAT

According to the suit, the employe:
was told that her former supervisor
at that overseas location may have
been misusing official funds for per-:
sonal use. “One of these sources in-
dicated that she was prepared to

with the agency because she sus-
pected that funds owed to her had

After she returned to the U.S. and

i
" reported the -alleged Improprieties, |

her next overseas assignment was |

‘cancelled, according to the suit. It -

said the woman was placed on ad- |

‘ministrative Jeave and forced to take :
- & “fitness for duty” examination in’

retaliation for reporting her com-
plaints. -
" The woman,” who worked as an
undercover staff ‘employe for the -
CIA’s Directorate of Operations from
1974 to 1982, is currently emploved
in the ageney's Directorate of Sci-
ence and Technology,

The suit was originally filed in |
November in Washington, but was

|
.shifted after a judge ruled that court |

did not have jurisdiction because the J
CIA is headquartered in McLean.

{
{
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Mbles and the_‘

By Art Buchwald

é é T~ D LIKE to work in the
presndentlal campaxgn,
sit.” :

"We re sorry, son, we have
all the paid workers we need.”

" > “I think I would be of tremendous

- value to the candidate.” = ., |

" “Why de you think that?”

. “I'm working in the Mondale

camp now, and I want 1o be a polit:

ical mole for you people.”
“Why do you want to be a mole?”

~ “It's a lot more fun than working

for Mondale. I could steal his debate
~ briefing book for you, I could give
you the names of people who have
donated to his campaign, 1 could
steal advance texts of his speeches,

_and, if vou want me to, I can even

.plant 2 buv in his telephone”

You realize what you re suggest-
nt' isnot only unethical, but illegal.”
“Yes, sir. That i is why I thought
you might hire me.”
“We are not mt.erwted in doing
anything Lllegal or unethical” -
“You did in 1980. Someone gave.
you Jimmy Carter’s debate briefing
book. I'll bet you that guy is really
high in the government today.” -
“Let’s get this straight. No one in
the Reagan administration ever saw
Jimmy (éaners briefing book. Jim
Baker didn’t see it, Bill.Casey didn’t
see it, Ed Meese didn't see it, and
the president was never aware any-:
one on our side ever had it.” .
““Don’t worry, your secret’s safe
with me. In any case the fact that no’
. one saw the briefing book did help’
_Reagan in the debates, didn’t it?” -

“I have no intention of _d:scussmg
the briefing book with you. We in-
tend to run a clean. campaign this

- time,.and we’re not going to resort to_
espionage to reelect the president.”.

R this office.”

WASHINGTON POST
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Cap1t01 Pumshment »

“Rxght sir. Ia]ways say everythmg
should look on the up and up ‘when

- it comes to an election. That’s why

you need me. Tm not even s regis-

;' tered Republican. If I'm caught pass-

ing on confidential information, the
trail will never Jead to the party.

~Don't even put me on the payroll.
_Just have one of . your people leave

the money for me in & phone booth.”
"4 should throw ‘you nght out of
 “Yes, sir.” e ) :
~ “What makes you thmk you can
give us information on Mondale’s

: strategy that we don’t already have?” -

“Well, Mondale really hasn't said
anything about Reagan yet. All he

- - does is keep attacking Gary Hart.
- He hes a lot of information on Rea-
_gan he’s savmg if he gets the nom-

e aem g oy

- ination. I saw one loose- Jeaf ook ini
his safe titled ‘The Sleaze Factor—
Don'’t Use Until September,’ ™ ™

.. “What was in the book?”

I didn't. get & chance to read it
But if you give me some Cubans to
break into his office 'l get it for you.”
“We don’t break into Democratic
offices any more,” ~
“Oh yeah. I forgot. Well, maybe 1

“can get into the safe by myself and .
photograph the stuff for you. Could
-you pick me up one of those infrared

cameras from the CIA?” :
“You’re an eager httle beaver,
aren't you?”
“] just want to serve my country. 1

“believe & political mole is the most
important job in a presidential cam- -
paign. Ever since I read about Wa-
tergate I dreamed of being one.”

STAT

What makes you so sure Mon-
dale is ‘going to win the nomina-
_ tion?

- “I'm not sure; But if he doesn’t,
‘can become your political mole in
i the Hart camp. Hart would never
. Suspect . someone. who came. over

; from the Mondale campaign of bemg
a mole for Reagan.”
~“Now get this straight. We have
“'no intention this time of resorting {o
- any dirty tricks in the ’84 campaign,
Everythmg we do is going to be
" above reproach. The pres:dent in-
- sists on it.”
"Yes sir.” '
“All right, leave your résumé with
- my secretary and if you check out, &

* guy named Joe will call you at home ;

Mpnday night.”

@ rm Los Angeles 'nmu Sy'ndscau
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CENTRAL AMERICA RATHER: Good evening. This is the CBS Evening News, Dan

/U.S.

KID

Rather reporting tonight from CBS News election
headquarters in New York. While Democratic candidates
slugged it out today in the Pennsylvania primary,
President Reagan and those in Congress concerned about his
Central America policy slugged it out on Pennsylvania
Avenue. Mr. Reagan struggled to szlvage his policy,
following disclosure that the CIA is directly involved in
the mining of Nicaraguan harbors. Our coverage begins
with Lesley Stahl. '

STAHL: The Reagan administration charged today that Cuba
is arming and training guerrillas for a major offensive
this fall against El Salvador. The charge was part of:the
administration's own offensive, aimed at salvaging its
military aid and covert operations in Central America,
which are facing bitter opposition in Congress. At =z
welcoming ceremony for the president of the Dominican
Republic, Mr. Reagan lashed out at Cuba. REAGAN: Instead
of seeking mutual respect and friendly commerce with its
neighbors, it exports violence and hatred. Cuba is now
dependent on a far away, totalitarian power without whose
subsidy its dictatorial government could not export
aggression, or indeed survive.

STAHL: The administration is fighting for its $271 million
request in Congress to continue covert guerrilla
operations against Nicaragua, including the mining of its
harbors. Administration officials are warning they'll
have to start shutting down the whole covert operztion as
early as next week unless Congress acts quickly. Despite
that, President Reagan will not make z personzl appezl for
the covert aid, no lobbying or phone-calling because his
adviser says, 'We've probably lost this one zlready.'
Central America is turning into & potentially damaging
issue for the president's campaign, as there were .
guestions in Congress today not only about the wisdom of
the policy but about whether Mr. Reagan himself is making
the decisions. JAMES BAKER (White House Chiefl of Staff):
The, the president is the decision-maker in this
administration. The president mzkes these decisions.

STAHL: The White House engaged in some damage control

late this afternoon by putting out this three-page

statement denying that there are any plans at a2ll for the .
U.S. to use combat troops in Central America and urging - \\ .//
Congress to pass its request for zid to El Salvador. L
Lesley Stahl, CBS News, the White House.

Continued

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2



LRTICLE APPIAT RIT

oN P2GE_A-]

10 Aprin 1984

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 CIA-RDP91-00901R(00400040001-2
WASHINGTON POST

O lAl

CEA Views Mmdaymg Part
Of Covert Hoﬁdmg Aemm

By Bob Woodward and Fred Hxatt

w:s.smngwn POSL Bt.a.ﬂ wmers

‘The_ CIA views its mvolvement in
the laving of mines in ports off Nie-
~-aragua as part of a “holding action’
Cuntil. its covert war against that

countrv’s leftist Sandinista govern--
ment can be stepped up if President
Reagan wins reelection, according -to
_senior administration officials.
Administration officials said the
minelaving was justified by intelli-

gence reports pointing to -2 major

“autumn offensive by leftist rebels in
nearby El Salvador. One official
close to the intelligence community
said that “tons of material are flow-
ing into El Salvador” from Nicara-

_ gua for the offensive, which the of-
ficials said could . compare to the
“Tet offensive” in Vietnam in 1968. -

While acknowledging that the
ClA’s direct involvernent in the min-

ing_of Nicaraguan_ports carries sig-
nificant _political  gnd _diplomatic
risks, this official said it is intended

to “harass” Nicaragua rather than to

g_oduce anv immediate_military _ob

iective in Central America.

If Reagan wins reelection, howev-
er, according to another senior offi-
cxal “the premdent is determined to-

g0 all out to gain the upper hand”

over leftist forces in the region. Such -

a sLepped—up effort is likely toin-
volve substantially more money for
. U.8.-supported forces in the region

rather than the introduction of U.S

troops, this official said.

The laving of underwater mines .

was approved after the adminis-
- “tration_considered and rejected a
' much h greater expansion of the covert
war Jate last vyear, aocordmg to Qf-
ficials.

At one Qomt ‘when necessary sgg- .

* port_from Congress was not forth-
mm,mgﬂmﬂﬁgu&_&ked_th&
qummwa_mm

3

'
i

other operations or “slush funds” for f ‘

_operations in Central America.
CIA responded with a legal opn'ﬁi%
advising against any attempt to skirt |
the letter or spirit of cong’ressxona)
- oversight, -~ .o
“The C_A_has become very- stnct
on that and does not want to get

into anv prcblefns like those in the past,”

tended only to pressure the Sandlmstas
-not to “export” revolution to El Salvador

: anq other nations in the region. But oc-
- casional broader justifications from offi-

cials have led critics to charge that Pres-
ident Reagan wants to topple the San-

: d\msta government.-

" The Qewate last week anproved an ad

'_mxmqtratmn bill providing $61.7 million :

" one White House official said.

CIA officials reportedly said that the
harbor-mining operation was within ghe”

cuidelines laid down bv Congress forthe’

covert war, Congressional _intelligence -

oversight committees were not notified
about the mining before it began, officials
said. .

“"The CIA_began directing: mining_op-
erations in several Nicaraguan _ports
about two months ago. according to of-
ficials. The mines are dropped from CIA-
owned speedboats _operated _bv. U.S-
Dacked Nicaraguan rebels and specially

trained Latin Amencan emploves of the
CIA.

" The operatlon is dlrected from .2 larger
CIA vescel that. stays in international wa-
Ters. the officials said. That ship is
equxpped with a helicopter which pro-
vides air cover for the mmelaymg oper-
ations, they added. - s

The mines are descnbed as crude
“home-made” devices - triggered by the -
noise uf ships passing over them. They
may; cause extensive damage but’are un-
likely to sink large ships, ofhuals said. “It -
is nipt designed to klﬂ anvone, one-otfi-:
© cialadded & Lo TR
At least ewht ships from %everal toun-

tries, including the Soviet Union and the

I\etherlands have been darnaoed by theﬂi . public affairs,

~ mines so far, according to the Nicaraguan . *
- government.

- for military aid to El Salvador's 11.5.-
+ backed armv_and $21 million for CIA

‘support_for the Nicaraguan rebels. The

House twice rejected the latler request |
last year and ‘the ‘issue now must be re- |

solved in conference.-

- Administration ofﬁcxalc argued that
. the §21 million could be crucial in help-
. ing the U.S.-backed forces defeat the ex-
- pected fall offensive in El Salvador. But .
another informed source was more skep- °

.+ tical and said the $21 million would only
; allow the U.S

.-supported forces to main-

" tain a sLalemate in the region during the

o year.

. This ﬁ()uf(e ssid. end the CIA pas not
. disputed, that President Reagan will in-

. crease the U.S. effort in the region if he

-is on hold until then,” this source said,

Administration officials have Lold con-

gressional intelligence committees that -
- the covert war againﬂt Nicaragua is in-

.\

wins reelection in November. “Everything

adding that Reavan redhzen he still wou]d

be unhkelv o get the necessary political |

and congressxonal support to send U.S.
troops into combat in Central America.
Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinber-
ger told his senior Pentagon staff in &
meeting yesterday to make clear, to any-
one who asks, that the Pentagon does not
have contingency plans to send troops
into combat in Central America and to

clear all statements on that issue with -

Michael 1. Burch, assistant. secretary for

Officials said the Pentagon probably

" does not have contingency plans in the

sense of detailed outlines of which Army
unit would go where. But, since last sum-
mer, U.S. forces have been practicing am-
. phibious Jandings in Honduras, building
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Slanting of Central America News Is Charged

L
LBy GEORGE VOLSKY
Specia) to The New York Times

MIAMI, Apri]l § — A Cuban-Ameri-
can spokesman, reflecting fears of a
Congressional cutoff of aid to Central
Amem¢a, told Central Amnerican gov-
ernment and business leaders here
today that.they showd try to correct
what he called the media-distorted pic-
ture ofhe situation in the region.

Thé speaker, Jorge Mascanosa, is.
chairfdan of the Cuban-American Na-
tional Foundation, 8 Washington-based
lobbying organization that sponsored a1
two-dely conference here on “prospects
-for democracy in Central America.”’

He said a publicity campaign should i

be aimed at acquainting.the American {
public with the ‘‘true situation in the re-
gion which is being distorted” by
American news coverage, which he as-
serted was generally hostile (0 the-
status quo in the region, .

“We are Jlosing a battle for the
Arnerican public opinion,” Mr. Masca-
nosa told his audience of more than 300
people, including some 150 from six
Central American countries and For-
eign Ministers {rom Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador and Guatemala, as well as
American Ambassadors to the three
nations. —

He was responding to what appeared
to be a sense of frustration on the part .
of the conference’s predominantly con- |
servalive participants that they were

being misunderstood by Americans

-and ‘characilerized as ultrareaction- .
aries. At the same time, concern was
Lexpressed here that Congress might -
delay or cut appropriations {6r eco-
nomic and military aid to the region.

Appearing on onk of the panels were

the Central American aid a
j process “more difficult”” Referong tn

buisson, the leader of the Salvadoran
right, was elected president on May 7. |
The three replied that the United States |
would accept the popular choice, There |
was no follow-up question on what the !
impact on aid to E] Salvador would be *
insuch & case. : ’

Mr. Fascell told the Central Ameri-

. cans that no matter who was in the

White House, Congressional action on

 aid to Central America depended on the
¢ support of the American people. Mr. .

McCain, who praised the Salvadoran
electoral process, said internal politi-
cal improvements in the country, in-
cluding bringing the killers of Ameri-
cans 1o trial, would have & bearing on
the amount of money Congress wouid
approve. . : !

. Replying 1o a reporter's Question,
Mr._Eascell said published reporis of
American involvement in the mining of

Nicaraguan poris would, if true. make
lication

William J. Casev of the Cenrral Intellj.
gence Agency, he said: “‘If this js a di-
es operapan’ 1 _am

Senator Paula Hawkins, & Florida Re- | rect_llnited_ Stay

publican, Congressman Danié B. Fas-
cell, a Florida Democrat who is chair-
man of the House Committee on For-
ejign Affairs, and Congressman John
McCain, a Republican of Arizona, who
explained to Central Americans the
Congressional appropriation process,
and the chances of aid to the region
being approved this year, ’

Mr. Mascanosa said that while there
are some 200 groups in Washington lob-
bying against American aid-to Central
America, there was not a single organi-
zation trying to make Congress and
public opinion *‘see the situation as it
is: that the region wants democracy
and is fighting forit,”"- . S

against it. It Casey is direct]ly runping.
this show, jt's very serious. I have had
no_knowledge of this_ bur obviously jt
could affect the aid package.”

The three Central American Foreign
Ministers stressed that regional prob-
lems have to be solved locally. They
praised peace efforts by the four-nation
Contadora Group — Mexico, Panama,
Colombia and Venezuela. But as Carlos
José Gutiérrez, the Costa Rican For-
eign Minister, said, “The solution must
bestrictly Central American.”

' Conrado Lopez Andreu, president of
the National Association of Private En-.
terprise of El Salvador, who described ;
himself as a representative of the con-;
servative forces there, asked the three|
members of Congress what the Ameri- |
can reaction would be if Roberto d'Au-!

!
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Sources say Ameri ersonnel aboard

Democrats Assail
Reagan’s Policy
On Nicaragua

geled three Nicaraguan ports. Though anti-
sandinista insurgents aided by the CIA have
claimed responsibility for the minine
sources say the operation is being carried
out by self-contained units of Salvadorans
and other Latin Americans from outsige
: ,Nicara@:

ni . According to sources, the mining opera-

Us. I\Immg of Ports Creates - tion was the subject of a National Security

trong Ho 1tion | Planning Group meeting within the Reagan
S g . use Op P OSIPOH administration in February, yet the Senate
To Funding for Guerrillas

committee was uninformed of the matter
weeks later at 2 hearing March 12. Under a

| 1980 law, the president is required 10 “fally
By Davip RoGERs i inform™ congressional intelligence commit-
And ROBERT S, GREENBERGER | tees of operations abroad in “‘a timely fash-

Staff Reporters of THE WaLL STreeT Journar | 10N, And the failure to notify the pane] has
WASHINGTON — The Democratic-con- | infuriated senators embarrassed by the

901R000400040001-2
4
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VIEUET LT ESCOT0, Nicaragua's foreign

a ship controlled bv the CIA in the Pacific “minister said al a news conference here

" Qcean are overseeing the mining operation, |
which Began Jate in EEEﬁié& and Eas 1ar-

that U.S.-sponsored covert activities have
“‘already cost ‘Nicaragua more than 1,300
lives, Tnyaries 10 many uimes that number
and hundreds of millions of dollars in dam:,
age_and destruction.” He adg

' U.S. effort 10 withdraw from the jurisdiction
of the World Court is & “'clear manifestation
 Of NETVOUSTIESS™ That Ji_wonld Iose 2 caurt
\ case,

i At the State Department, senior officials

indicated that if the court rules that the U.S.
hasn’t given adequate reasons for withdraw-
ing, Washington could try another approach,
These officials said that under a U.8.
' declaration made in 1946, when the U.s.
joined the court, Washington stated that the
court’s authority doesn't apply to disputes
deemed 10 be within

trolled House moved toward a bitter con- ; news_disclosures on the mining and CIA
frontation with President Reagan over Cen- : Tole. '

termined by the United States of America,"

used 1o avoid the court's jurisdiction.

“the domestic jurisdic-;
tion of the United States of America as de-

One official suggested this clause might be :

tral America policy following the disclosure -

that the U.S. helped to mine Nicaraguan
ports.

Led by House Speaker Thomas O’Neill,
Democrats of different philosophical stripes
assailed the Reagan administration’s policy
yesterday. Rep. O'Neill calied the policy
morally and- legally “indefensible” and
flatly predicted that the House wil) kill an
administration request for $21 million 1o
; continue covert guerrilla operations against

o | Nicaragua's Marxist government.

I Mr. O'Neill said he hoped to complete ac-
tion on the Nicaragua funding this week. But
the whole Central America package was
ithrown into doubt late vesterday when
‘House Appropriations Chairman Jamie
Whitten (D., Miss.) asked to delay action on
the measure, -

Apart from the ,Nicaragué request, the i
White House is seeking $61.8 million in mili- F

jtary aid for E] Salvador. But unless Mr.
!Whitten‘s objections are met, the entire bil)
15 likely to be shelved until after the spring
‘recess beginning at the end of this week,
;  Even some earlier Democratic support-
+ers of the administration's Central America
i policy were raising objections to the mining
{operation and 1o the White House decision
i on Friday to withdraw the U.S, from the Jju-
irisdiction of the World Court on Central
America matters. But administration
spokesmen brushed off these attacks, and
insisted current U.S. policies are both sound
iand legal. :

The White House policy faces additional
scrutinv, however, even in the Republican-
controlied Senate. William Casey, director
-0f the Centra] Intelligence Agency, has been
Summened to appear before the Sepate In-
telligence Committee this afternoon for
. Queslioning regarding the CIA'S role in the
mining of Nicaraguan ports..

1 think the fur will fiv,” said a senior

senator on the commitiee. While the presi-

dent has enjoved broad bipartisan support in
the panel, there is serious opposition to the

mining because of the direct role reportedlv
iplaved bv the CIA and the guestion of
‘whether the U.S._is violating Internationa)
law, ¢ ~

On the Senate floor, the controversy sur-
rounding the mining operation has prompted
liberals to reopen débate on the Nicaragua
war. Sen. Edward "Kennedy (D., Mass.)
seized the floor in the midst of deliberations
on a tax bill last night to offer an amend-
 ment opposing the mining and the decision |
to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the
-World Courf. Sen. William Cohen (R.,
[Maine) and Sen. David Durenberger (R..
| Minn.), both members of the Intelligence i nation on earth.”
| Commitiee who backed funding Jast week, ’

ries that the Nicaraguans would misuse the
court. “It sounds like a guilty man.”

- Mr. O'Neill described the withdrawal as
“shocking,” and a long line of Democrats,
running from such Southern moderates as
Rep. Sam Gibbons of Florida to more tradi-

Washington condemned the decision in
speeches on the floor.

"1 think it hurts us as 2 nation,” said Mr.
Gibbons of the withdrawal from the court,
an unprecedented step for the U.S. *I think

-

| indicated they would support Mr. Kennedy.
Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker (R.,

é Mr. Kennedy said: *“This policy defies all |

Tenn.) said the vote on the amendment
could be ciose. :

logic, it defies all reason, and it defies all
1law. 1 am convinced that the only way we
are going to halt this military escalation is
with Congress." .

a the first disclosures of CIA ac-
tivitv_iast Fridav, the administration eav

notice to the United Nations that it was with-
drawing from jurisdiction of the World
Court for_anv disputes arising from iis ac-:

tions in Central America. R
And Nicaragua announced yesterday that ;
it filed suit against the U.S. in the court, -
asking the court to declare illegal al) U.S.-
backed insurgent activities against Nicara-
gua. The Sandinista government also asked
the court to-order an immediate end to U.S.

support of the insurgenis, known as “con- -
(tras."” ‘ - )
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The two-year U.S. withdrawal has pro- f
voked sharp criticism in Congress. I think |
. Shakespeare had a phrase, ‘“You protest too j
imuch,” " said Sen. Daniel Inouye (D., Ha- :
{ waii), of the State Department’s stated wor- |

tional liberals such as Rep. Mike Lowty of

we have more to Jose on this than any other ,
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Two aspects of the president's poIicy have
now really angered members of Congress: the Wnite House
decision to challenge Nicaragua's right to take its case
against the United States to the World Court and the
nining of Nicaraguan harbors, allegedly with White House
support and CIA direction. ABC's &nne Compton is on
Capitol Hill.

COMPTON: CIA Director Casey knew when he arrived to brief
senators he was walking into a virtuzl brick wall of
opposition over Nicaragua. Casey had received a letter
obtained by ABC News from Barry Goldwater, chairman of the
Intelligence Committee, who says he never . got formal
notice of the mining operation. 1If was an extraordinary
reprimand filled with raw language. Goldwalter declared
the mining is an act violating international law. ‘It is
an act of war, Bill,' wrote Goldwater. 'How can we back
the president's foreign policy when we don't know what the
hell he is doing?" Goldwater predicted that the $21
million the Senate approved last week for Nicaraguan
rebels is now doomed. Casey stayed on the Hill more than
three hours explaining the Nicaraguan cperations to the
entire Senate behind closed doors. Afterwards most
senators remained indignant over the mining of the harbors
and the administration's refusal to acknowledge any World
Court zction on Central America. DONALD RIEGLE (D-Mich.):
Whether Casey understands it, this policy has to be
changed. And if it isn't changed, it's likely to take us
into & war that no one wants. -

COMPTON: On the floor of the Senate support had grown for
Senator Edward Kennedy's rescolution, a non-binding 'sense
of the Congress' resolution, saying the U.S. should take
no part of mining operations in Nicaraguan waters. The
snowball effect of the last few days has doomed chances
that the $21 million in covert aid to the rebels can ever
pass the House. Speaker Tip O'Neill will not even let it
come up until after next week's Easter recess. O0O'Neill
displayed his own personazl irritation at the president
too. The White House claimed it informed him of
developments. O0'Neill said today, 'That is false.' Anne
Compton, ABC News, Capitol Hill.

FLYNN: This is Rita Flynn. President Reagan spent most
of the day trying to steer clear of the fury in Congress
over Nicaragua. For example, during a meeting with the
leader of the Dominican Republic. UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER:
Mr. President, will ‘the two of you talk about the mining
of Nicaragua's harbors, sir? (inaudible background
noises) PRESIDENT REAGAN: No guestions in photo
opportunities. : :

Continued.
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CENTRAL AMERICA JENNINGS: Good evening. The government of Nicaragua has

/U.S. AID taken its case against the United States to the World
Court in the Hague. Nicaragua has a long list of charges,
one of which is U.S. responsibility for mining Nicaraguan
ports. Outside the court today, the Nicaraguan ambassador
to Holland explained his country's position. CARLOS
ARGUELLO GOMEZ (Nicaraguan Ambassador to the Netherlands):
...because Nicaragua feels that it is a legal case, that
international law is being violated, that the killing of
people, the aiding to the contras to kill people in
Nicaragua, to mine our ports, to destroy hospitals, to
destroy industries in Nicaragua is 2 violation of
international law.

* % %k k %k % & %

JENNINGS: The U.S.-supported campaign against Nicaragua
is not new. Only last week, the Senate voted in favor of
another %21 million to support the antigovernment rebels.
Many members of Congress have opposed the mining of
Nicaragua's harbors, and what has upset them today is the
administration's decision to ignore the World Court.
Charles Gibson is on Capitol Hill. '

GIBSON: The twin revelations, first, that the CIA had
supervised the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, and second,
that the U.S. would ‘ignore World Court actions, touched
off a congressional firestorm today. REP. MICHAEL BARNES
(D-Md.): I'm shocked, frankly, that the president of the
United Stzates would show so little respect for
international law. REP. BERKLEY BEDELL (D-Iowa): These
elements of President Reagan's Central American policy
border on sheer lunacy. The mining of harbors is an act
of war. Does the president rezlize or accept
responsibility for such actions? REP. PETER KOSTMAYER
(D-Penn.): The president formulates, but the Congress
appropriates. Cut him off now.

GIBSON: The congressional anger comes at 2 bad time for

- the administration. It comes just as House-Senzte
conferees are due to take up $21 million in aid requested
by the administration for the anticommunist Nicaraguan
rebels and $61 million in military aid for the government
of E1 Salvador. These revelations could kill those funds.
The speaker was asked if the House will ever pass any more
money for the rebels in Nicaragua. REP. THOMAS O'NEILL
(Speaker of the House): I doubt it. I doubt that the
House will ever pass it. '

GIBSON: The Senate had voted just last week'to fund the
anticommunist rebels .in Nicaragua.. Today, some senators,
even influentiel Republicans, were saying the
. Continued
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Senate investigators reviewing Edwin Meese's nomination to be attorney
general are inquiring into the refusal of a 1980 Reagan transition fund, of
which Meese was a trustee, to disclose how it used nearly $500,000 raised from

private donors.

Some of the money donated to the Reagan Transition Foundation Inc. apparently

was paid as consulting fees to Meese, a top Reagan campaigh official who later
became presidential counselar.

On his 1981 financial statement, Meese listed the foundation among three
sources from which he received ''compensation in excess of $5,000 paid by one
source, !

Meese's most outspoken critic on the Senate Judiciary Commitiee, Sen. Howard
Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, has been exploring the use of the transition fund and plans
to ask Meese to testify about it under path if his stalled confirmation hearings
gver resume, an aide te the senator said.

One question, for example, could center on whether the foundation paid for {
any of Meese's travel. In the latest revelation to jeopardize Meese's stalled
nomination, it was disclosed this week that he failed to report on his ethics
statements acceptance from private sources of expenses for numerous trips.

Meese, CIA Director William Casey and Air Farce Secretary Vernon Orr served:
as trustees of the Transition Foundation, 2 private non-profit corporation set
up because the Reagan team said the 2 million allotted Oy the goveroment was
insufficient for the transition.

While the foundation's coffers totaled nearly $750,000, including $250,000 in
leftover Reagan primary campaign funds, the Reagan team did not use $286,5%0 of
the funds provided by the government for the most elaborate transition in
history. The Reagan transition also established a separate fund, the
Presidential Transition Trust, to raise money for the fransition, and no
accountings of its activities were made public either.

Orr said in 1981 that, because private expenditures oh the transition uwere

not covered by any law, there was no obligation to make public the names of
those who contributed up to $5,000 each to the foundation. He said carporate
gifts were barred. ‘ |

At the time, public interest groups gquestioned the administration's refusal |
tg release names of contributors, asserting the use of private funds created ''a |
potential for abuse.'’ ) !

The General Accounting Office, which later performed two audits on the use of
government funds during the transition, ran into stiff resistance from Meese and
other foundation afficials when auditors requested infarmation about use of the
fund.

Continued
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‘'On two occasions we attempted unsuccessfully to gather information on the f
nature and purposes of the two funds,'' the GAD said in a report to Rep. John
Dingell, D-Mich., on Jan. 28, 1982. It said it also asked the executive office |
of the president to ''explain the rationale for charging certain i
transition-related expenses to the Presidential Transition Foundation apnd not
the federal appropriation,'' but got no response.

Orr, who served as overseer of the transition budget, said in a 1981
interview that the New York accounting firm of Arthur Anderson and Co. would

conduct an independent audit of the foundation's funds and the results would be
made public. No such disclosure ever was made.

Orr said through a spokesman this week that he would not make the audit
public and that he would have ''no comment'' as to the reason.

UPI then pressed for an interview with Orr to discuss the amount of money

paid Meese and the other trustees, details of disbursements from the fund and

the use of any excess money. After conferring with Orr, John Halbert, the Air

Force's assistant director of public affairs, responded, ''He's not interested
in discussing the subject.'’

In 1981, Orr asserted the names Of donors were being withheld to protect them

from being deluged with solicitations from charities. ''Charities love to get
lists of people who give big sums.'’
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' [ S. Rolein Mmmg Nicaraguan Harbors,
Reportedly Is Larger Than First Thought

By DAvID ROGERS ’

j
Stoff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON~The Reagan administra-

the remamder of the fiscal vear ending Sept.
30. These Tunds. as well as $61.8 million in
Militaty & alvador. won final Sen-

0040001-2
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The Jetter appeased Sen. Daniel Patrick
Movnihan of New York, the ranking Demo-.
crat on the Intelligence Commitiee, but Mr,

ale approval yesterday. but_Mr. Reagan

tion's role in the mining of Nicaraguan har-
. bors_is Jarger than previously disclosed, ac-

faces continued opposition_in the House,

Moynihan said yesterday that he remains
concerned ‘about the mining of the Dorts

which has twice voted to cut off funchnv for

cordine 1n sources who sav that units oper-

the Nicaraguan war.

atine from a ship controlled by the Central
- Intelligence Agency in ihe Pacific partick-
ated in the operation.
Thoush anti-Sandinista insurgents have
claimed credit for the mining, a source fa-
miliar vou CIA briefings on the operafion

szid that the units operating from the ship
are self-contained, and are composed of Sal-

vadorans and other Latin Amencans from
oulside Nicaragua..

~The mines were described as acoustic de-
vices, mgaered by the sounds made by
ships traveling in the port and planted from-.
small boats operating from the larger
mother s}up

The mining operation, \thh has tar-
geted two Pacific Coast ports, Corinto and
Puerio Sandino, has been bitterly protested
by the Nicaraguan government, which has
accused the U.S. of playing & major role.

President Reagan, guestioned about the
metter at his news conference Wednesday,
refused 10 camment, buf the issue has pro-
voked concern in Congress, even among
those supporting-ClA aJd to the anti-Sandin-

Without further funding, the administra-
tion. estimates that aid for the insurgents

will be exhausted by May, but there doesn't

appear 1o have been a cutback in operations
to date. Though there are fewer armed and
trained fighters, the total insurgent force is
estimated between 12,000 and 15,000, accord-
ing to sources,’'and the revised limit ap-
proved by the administration is as high as
18,000.

Though the president enjoys blpamsan
support in the Senate for at Jeast limited
funding for the inhsurgents, such moderate
Republicans as Sen. William Cohen of Maine
have questioned the mining in light of the
threat to economic targets,

The Senate Intelligence Committee hasn't
had a full oriefing on the operation, but CIA
Director Willlam Casev recently appeared
before the House Intelligence Committee,

where details of the mining were apparently
first disclosed to members of Congress.

During Senate debaie this week, the In-
telligende Commiittee chairman, Barry Gold-.

isia ‘nsurgems
Many in Congress have feared escalanon

of the conflict 1f economic, as well as mili-
tary targets, are attacked. Also, there is
concern about the threat to non-Njcaraguan
ships using the same ports. ‘
Corinto is the port most affected by the -
mining, according to government state-
ments in Nicaragua, and as many as seven
ships, four.of them foreign, have been de-
scrived as having hit mines since late Feb-
Tuary. Two more vessels reportedly have hit
mines in the smaller ports of Puerto Sandino
~and E] Bluff on the eastern Caribbean coast,
and ships at Puerto Sandino have come un-
der attack from high-powered speedboats,
according 10 news reports from Nicara-
gua. ;
Two anti- Sandlmsta groups, the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force in the North and the
vaoluuonary Democratic Alliance in the
South, have claimed responsibility for the
mining and speedboat attacks, but Nicara-:
gua says the U.S. is directly responsible be- |
-cause of the equipment used and skill of |
those involved. _ ’
‘" The CIA is currently operating under a’
§24 million_appropriation to_fund the antl
Sandinista insurgents. and the adm
tion is seeking an additiopal $21 milljon fgr

water, (R., Ariz.) surprised other senators
by openly referrmg 10 a docyment Or paper
indicating -that the administration had . di-

ter's remarks were dropped. J;rom_ the. pub
lished record made available yesterday, and
whife an aide to the senator dismissed the
matter, two other sources indicated that
guch & paper or staff mermno did exist.

““The House briefing was, in any case,
more detailed, according 16 a source famil-
jar with the presentation made by the CIA.
“According to this source, the units operating
from the ship were described as separate
from the “contras.” or insurgent faction of
native Nicaraguans whom Mr. Reagan has

described _as “‘freedom fighters’ being

helped by the U.S. ,

The administration has denied that it
seeks to overthrow the leftist Nicaraguan
government, and in an éffort to reassure
senators, the president sent a letter 1o Ma--
jority Leader Howard Baker (R., Tenn.)
Wednesday night pledging that’ the U.S.
does not seek 1o destabilize or overthrow™
the Sandinisia regime. '

both because

gets and potential molanons of ;ntemangngl
laws of the sea,

* There was, unusually strong support
among members of the Intelligence Commit-
tee yesterday for an amendment to prohibit
any aid to an individual or group seeking the
violent overthrow of a government in Cen-
tral America. Of the panel's 15 members,

.1 six Democrats, including Sen. Moynihan,

and one Republican, Mr. Cohen, backed the
proposal, but it was tabled by the GOP lead-
ersmp on a 51-44 roll call. .

The Senate action came.as Secrgtgp_f of
State George Shultz met privatelv w e
bipartisan’ leadership of the House on the

Central America aid” package, Snﬁakar!
1

" “Thomas O'Neill (D., Mass.) remains op-i

-posed 1o any fundmg for the CIA operation, !.
‘4nd hiE Jater met with liberals pressuring for i
a strong siand against the administration:
when the 1wo houses meel in conference to
work cut the final form of the aid biil.

L
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U.S. and Jepanese high-technology
joint -ventures and merketing
agreements in-the computer and

semiconductor - industry pose a
danger to U.S. national security, 8c- |

cording to Mr William Casey, direc-
tor of the Ceniral Inte]hgence Agen-
cy (CLA).

“Increasingly in Europe and the/

U.S., domestic companies are serv-/ '

ing as & Trojan horse for Japanes
semiconductor and computer sup-
pliers,” he said in the text of a
speech prepared for delivery before
an audience of California electron-
ics industry businessmen. o
“That is, the Japanese companies
such as NEC, Fujitsu, and Hitachi

have made arrangements to supply |

top-of-the-line computers (to U.S.
companies) and permit those com-
panies to aﬁxx thexr oWR labels he
said.

“We view thxs as a dangerous
course in a pational security con-
text as well as in a commercia] con-
text,” he said. .

His statement implied that the
high degree of Japanese involve-
ment in the U.S. and European elec-

tronics industry indicated a weak- -

ness in U.S. and European control
over strategic technology. U.S. in-
dustry officials also claim that Jap-
anese technology is more accessible
than their own to Soviet pur
chasers. ]

In calling for stricter control of
the export of certain types of elec-

'BY LOUISE KEHOE IN SAN FRANCISCO o

tronics equxpment, ‘Mr Casey said:

. “Manufacturing, inspection and,

most importantly, automatic test
equipment (for semiconductor and
computer products), which can alle-

- viate acute Soviet deficiencies in
: military-related
. areas, must be strictly controlled.” -

manufacturing

The control of exports of this
eguipment represents a “major in-
telligence, enforcement and com-
petitive and pa‘mobc challenge,” he
said.

The CIA has identified 300 com-
panies operating in the West which,

. it says, are engaged in the diversion

of U.S. high- techno)ogy goods 'LO the
Soviet Union.

“Most diversions occur by way of

* Western Europe, which is why we

have made such & strong effort to
enlist the help of our European &l-

- lies in combating illegal trade activ-
| ities,”

Cealifornia's Silicon Valley was
the “bull's eye in a massive, well co-
ordinated and ° precisely-targeted

"Soviet technology intelligence ac-

quisition programme,” he said.
Several U.S. companies fit his

"Trojan horse description, notably

National Advanced Systems, & sub-

- sidiary of Nationa) Semiconductor,
“which markets mainframe compu-

ters built by Hitachi of Japan, and
Amdahl Corporation, which has

shared much of its technology with

Fujitsu,

D040001-2
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Soviets
easlly get
nigh tech

secrefs

-7 ByJohnFlim' , « -
Examiner staff writer .

way to shut off completely the flow of
Silicon Valley secrets to-the Soviet
Union, ClA Director William Casey
52Y8, I .

"*“We can limit it. We can slow it
down. But can it be stopped? I don’t
" know. We just have to do our best,” he
said at a meeting -of the. Common-
wealth Club yesterday in Palo Alwo, -

Ceasey told the business leaders that

. the Bay Area's hightechnology indus- - -

tries — particalarly Siticon Valley's;.
* smali, innovative firms — are the tar-

gets of a massive, coordinated, Soviet
acquisition program. The small firms -
have ‘the technology- Moscow wants
most but they lack the sophisticated
security programs.of .jarger compa- .
nies, AR

The ability of Soviet spies to spirit
away US. technological secrets “far
exceeds any previous estimates,” ac-
cording to the 7l.year-old Casey, who
hes run the intelligence agency since:
being appointed by President Reagan
in 1981 - .

Plugging those lezks — or at least
slowing them down — is vita] to US.
security, Casey said.

April 1984

“U.S. microelectronics production
technology is the single mostsignifi-
cant technology acquired by the Sovi-
ets since the end of World War IL,” he
said.

During thelate 1970s, they got their
hands - on about 30,000 samples of
Western production equipment,
weapons and military components,
and more than 400,000 technical docu-
ments, according to Casey.

About 70 percent of the technology
most important to Soviet weapons
systems was stolen by KGB agents
from Western sources, he said. . -

“They've been so successful in get-

" ting our technology — and getting it

early — that they've developed coun-

* termeasures to our weapon systems
" before we had the.weapon systems
Sl Wil . i-deployed,” hesaidrs vz LR e
PALO ALTO — There'may be no .

Soviet military Jeaders; Casey sai

tary cargo plane before it rolled out of
the hangar for the first time.
The precise gyros and bearings in

-the latest generation of Soviet inter-

continental ballistic missiles are copies
of those designed by the United
States, he said. So is the radar in the
Soviet version of our AWACS planes,

" he said, and the Soviet space shuttle is.
a virtual copy of the National Aero-:
-nautics and Space Administration’s.

The Soviet trucks used in the in-

.

had plans of the US.'s giant C5A mili-

- technology through dummy
- tries. The CIA, Casey

vasion of Afghanistan were madeina |
plant outfitted with $1.5 billion worth

of modern Western machinery, Casey

said. -

Stolen Silicon Valley secrets are gl

so used by the Soviets to create their
own civilian microelectronics indus-
try, according to the CIA director. ;.

. “The. Zelenograd Science 'Center,

. the Sovietequivalent of Silicon Valiey,
. was equipped, literally from: scratch,
. with - Western technology,” Casey said.

~“All Soviet monolithic integrated

STAT

Approved For Releas%%dﬁﬁl@@?@lmmEOOQMRooo 00040001-2

circuits are copies of U.S. designs. They even copied the
Imperfections contained in some of the US. samples.”

Much of the technology is obtained legally. Soviet spies
cqmb through open trade Literature, religiously attend
scientific conferences and send students here to study,
Casey said.

He blamed the situation. on the federal Freedom of
Information Act, which he likened to “shooting curselves in
the foot” . .

. “We're the only country that gives foreign agents a
license to poke in our files” Casey said. “Increasingly,
people are recognizing the damage that that does to our

security.” e . e s -

Soviet agents, he said, also buy hightechnology equip-
ment with military, applications through legal channels.
Agents purchased $20 billion worth between 1970 and 1976
before the United States began to clampdown. = |

As the United States has imposed restrictions, the Soviet
Union has turned to sophisticated schemes to obtain the
corporations in foreign coun-

/ said, has identified some 800 firms in
380 foreign countries involved in these schemes. : s

In late 1933 and early 1984, customs agents in Sweden
seized -several advanced VAX computers and 80 tons of
related equipment being smuggled by Richard Mueller of
West Germany, a reputed KGB agent.

The computers had been shipped from the United States
through South Africa and West Germany to Sweden and
were due to be shipped to the Soviet Unjon when they were
intercepted, Casey said.
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By Stephen Magagnini - - ‘ i

The Soviet Union is steal-
ing thousands of top-secret
military decuments from
‘technelogy-rich Silicon Valley
almost as fast as they are de-
veloped, CIA Direetor William
.J. Casey said yesterday.

Casey, speaking before a Com-.

monwealth Club luncheon group of
300 in Palo Alto, said there are sever-
al thousand Soviet-bloe agents oper-
ating in the West, “and vour firms
here in Silicon Valley are at the very
top of their list.” )

The Soviet spies zero in on
small, innovative computer and
microelectronics firms in Silicon

Valley, “not only because they are at -

the leading edge of the technologies
-that Moscow is most in use of” but
also because their security  mea-

sures- are easily penetrated, Casey-

said. -

2 Last Octobér, the FBI arrested
James Harper, a Mountain View en-
gineer, for stealing key missile de-
fense documents from his wife's Sil-
icon  Valley company, Systems

Control Inc., and selling them to

Eastern bloc agents.

Casey estimated that 70 percent
-of the Soviet Union’s military and

weapons technology is stolen from -

others. “We find the increasing
power and sophistication of Soviet
weapons come from our own cre-
ative ability.”

He said the Soviet version of the 2
airborne warning and control !

- systems plane (AWACS), the bear-

ings in Soviet intercontinental mis-

siles .and even the Russian space :

shuttle were built with stolen West.
ern technology. :

Casey called for imposition of
strict controls on the manufacture,
inspection and testing of electronies
equipment that could be of bepefit
to the Russians.

The Soviet-bloc nations come
by much of their technological in-
formation by sattending scientific
conferences, reading trade journals,
using the Freedom of Information
Act and sending students to Amer}-
can universities, Casey said. “They
[the Russian students} are usually 40
vears old and have advanced. de.
grees, while our students go to study
poetry in Kiev,” he said.

Casey, who took over the ClA in

1981 after serving as. Ronald !
Reagan’s campaign manager, said
the agency is filling its ranks with
scientists, engineers, communica-
tions specialists and computer ex-
perts to keep pace with advancing
technology. “We will get four times
more information in the late 19805
than we do today,” he said.

RN

Casey made a recruiting pitch
10 executives of the high-tech firms.
“We're always looking for new tal-
ent,” he said.

;
i
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Silicon Valley top Soviet

spy goal, says CIA head

By Patricia Radin
The Tribune

PALO ALTO — Silicon Val-
ley, with its high-technology in-

dustries, is-the “bull's-eye” for

Soviet spies, CIA" director Wil--

liam J. Casey said here yester-" -

day.
Speaking to 500 local leaders
at a Commonwealth Club lunch-

eon, Casey said, “You in this
room are the bull's-eyve in a mas- -

sive, well coordinated and pre-
cisely targeted Soviet technolo-
gV acquisition program.

“The ability of the Soviet mili-
tary-industral complex to ac-
gquire and assimilate Western
technology far exceeds any pre-
vious estimates.”

This intelligence effort is .

sometimes so successful, said
Casey, that the USSR has de-
signed countermeasures for
American weapons before they
have even been deployed. . -
“The Soviets had our plans to
the C-5A before it flew;” assert-
ed Casey. “The Soviet trucks
which~rolled into Afghanistan
© came from a plant outfitted with._
$1.5 billion of modért American”

and¢ European machinery. The™

copy of ours.

“"... All Soviet monolithic in.

tegrated circuits are copies of -

U.S. designs. They even copied -

the imperfections contained in
some U.S. samples.” :

Casey, 70. was President Rea-

gan’s campaign manager in 1980
before being appointed to his

present position. His 45-year ca- -
reer includes military service in
‘World War 11, a law practice d@nd
a publishing business. - Co

Last year, after it was dis-
closed that he been acquiring a
financial interest in companies
doing business with the CIA, Ca-
sey placed his stock holdings,
estimated at between $5 million
and $8 million, into a blind trust.

Outlining the transfer of tech-, .
nology from the U.S. to the Sovi-
et Union, Casey said much of it =
is done legally. The Soviets read’ ]
" tection; saying that the youngest
and most innovative high-tech

trade magazines, ‘attend scien-

tific conferences and sénd stu- .
.dents - here to college. .In -ad- |
..dition, they simply buy ma--

chines and copy them: between

1970 and 1976, they ‘went-on_a
$20 billion. shopping spree, Ca-
sey said. ~~:' . o

A - " S E o .
In - addition to legal ‘means,

STAT

William J. Casey
High-technology warning

-telligence-gathering force as

“hostile” and *‘determined” to

crets.” .

“‘penetrate” Silicon Valley se-

" -He offered littie hope _of pro-

firms have the most desirable

*_information and the poorest se-
~ eurity. o

But he did make a lengthy
pitch for the CIA, which he said
is essential to world security.

-In .closing. he urged.: “Send

«radar in their AWACS is. ours. -'said Casey. they steal secrets. pron:xvising young people -our
Their space shuttle is a-virtual -<<7-Casey pictured ‘the. Soviet in-=- wa . oL

- A o oz .
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Soviets target innovative U.S. Tirms
in technology hunt, Casey warns

By Peter McCormick
Staff Writer

Small, innovative companies in the computer and
microelectronic fields have been singled out by the
Soviet Union in its efforts to obtain Western technol-
ogy, CIA Director William J. Casey wamed a Palo
Alto audience on Tuesday.

Casey, 71, called the Soviets’ attempt to acqmre
sophxstlcated technology “many-sided” and “world-
wide” in a luncheon speech to several hundred Penin-
sula members of the Commonwealth Club of Califor-
nia.

Casey urged business leaders in the audience to send

“promising people” who were interested in joining the
CIA. Describing the CIA’s work, Casey told his audl-.
ence that “in a sense, this is your organization.”

The CIA director’s speech combined warnings of the
Soviet menace with glowing praise for his intelligence
agency.

Casey said that the Soviets concentrated on small
and innovative firms because those were leaders in
the technologies that Moscow is most interested in.

“Such firms’ security procedures are usually -inade-
quate to protect against penetration by a deterzmned
hostile intelligence service,” he said. .

Casey characterized efforts by the Soviet Union to
acquire Western technology as one of the latest threats
to American security.

“The ability of the Soviet military-industrial com-
plex to acquire and assimilate Western technology far | |
exceeds any previous estimates,” Casey said.

Casey said that U.S. microelectronics production
was “the single most significant industrial technology
acquired by the Soviets since the end of World War IL”

“In the late 1970s alone,” Casey said, “Moscow
acquired several thousand pieces of Western micro-
electronics equipment worth hundreds of thousands of
dollars in all of the major processing and production
areas.”

These, he ‘said, included automatic assembly and
test equipment, “which they are most in need of.”

The Soviets have built 2 modern microelectronics
industry from its acquisitions, Casey said, including
. the Zelenograd Science Center, which he called their
equivalent of Silicon Valley.

Fifteen years ago, he said, Soviet intelhgence began
recruiting “100 carefully trained scientists a year,
whom they would send around the world.”

The Soviets have taken advantage of academic

exchange programs and have sent “40-year-olds with !

advanced degrees, while our students are sent over to
study poetry and Kiev,” Casey said.
In addition, the CIA has identified 300 dummy firms
in 30 different countries that are engaged in diverting
material to the Soviet Union.

Approved For Release 2005/11/28 :

The Reagan administration has responded to those
Soviet operations by invoking the Export Administra-
tion Act, which requires companies to obtain licenses
for exporting certain technologies.

Daryl Hatano, government affairs representative
from the Semiconductor Industry Association in San
Jose, said his industry does work with the government,
as Casey urged. However, semiconductor companies
most often .work with the U.S. Department of Com-

merce, which requires the firms to obtain export '

licenses before sending products abroad.

“The bottom line is that we do work with the

-government,” said Hatano, who had not heard Casey’s

speech. ,
Those industry officials say they support the admin-
istration’s efforts to fight Soviet industrial espionage,
but the consequences of licensing requirements for
commercially competitive equipment have worried
some people. _
Bill Reed, executive director of the Semiconductor

Equipment Materials Institute Inc. of Mountain View, -

said his industry supports administration efforts to

‘fight industrial espionage. However, he cautioned

against too many restrictions on export licenses,
which he said would give foreign competitors an edge
over American firms.

“If everything has to be individually certified for
export, we could be subject to endless delays.”

Contmend
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Gary Parker — Mercury News

CIA Director William J. Casey addressed Commonwealth Club luncheon
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CAVEAT
Realism, | 1w
Reagan
And
Foreign
Policy

E“Al, Join
My Team”

When Ronald Reagan asked me to be his Secretary of State, I
had spent no more than three hours alone with him. In the fall of
1978, Reagan and I met at his home on the heights above Los An-
geles. The evening had been arranged by Richard Allen, whom 1
bad known as an uneasy member of Benry Kissinger's staff on
the National Security Council. Allen was now Reagan's foreign
policy adviser. I was still Supreme Allied Commander in Europe.
1 had made some stalements about U.S. policy toward the Soviets
thai the press had interpreted as being critical of the policies of

- my Commander in Chief, President Jimmy Carner. Thereupon

Allen hzad calied me 10 say that Reagan would like to hear my;
assessment of the European scene. l

HAFAXIA AT S X N kn

EE “Nobody Has a
Monopoly on Virtue”

i

Rumors of Haig's appointment had already touched off intense i
controversy abour his White House years. As Kissinger s aide on the

National Security Council, Haig had requested FBI wiretaps on a |
number of reporters and Governmenr officials in 1969-71 to deter-
mine the source of embarrassing leaks 1o the press. Later, as Rich-
ard Nixon's chief of staff when the Watergate scandal was ap-
proaching its climax, Haig resisted efforts by Special Prosecutor
Leon Jaworski 1o obrain Oval Office tapes that ultimately discredit-
ed Nixon. Critics also faulted Haig for having helped Nixon and
Kissinger conduct the war in Viet Nam, including the 1970 incur-

 sion into Cambodia. Yet another cloud over his nomination was the *

persistent though contested aliegarion that the Nixon Admt;qistrq-
tion ordered the ClA to organize the 1973 military coup d’état in

which Chile's Marxist President, Salvador Allende Gossens, was
overthrown and killed.
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To my knowledge, never before my confirmation had there
been hearings so openly conducted on ideological grounds rather
than merely political ones. For some men there is a high emotive
content in terms that apply to me: soldier, Republican, conserva-
tive, patriot. Add to that tinder the burning issues of Watergate,
Viet Nam. Cambodia, wiretaps, the CIA, Chile, and you have the
makings of a pretty hot time.

The question that ought to be asked of nominees for high of-
fice is this: Who are you and how did you become the person you
are today? However, it was unlikely, as the date of my confirma-
tion hearing before the Senate approached, that anyone was go-

ing to join me in a philosophical exercise on the relationship be- ..
tween personal experience and policymaking. The primary -

subject would be Nixon.

Seddkdh ke h Ak wkh ki

EMy “Grab
For Power”

For years, members of Reagan’s stafl had been communicat- |

ing v{ith their chief’s friends and enemies through the press, re-
warding the one and punishing the other. They had ofien commu-
nicated with each other in the same way. It seemed natura] to
them, now that they were in the White House, 10 communicate
thus with other officials, and even with foreign governments.

At first, I did not realize that the media had let themselves be

converied into White House bulletin boards. When I would deliv- ;

{

er a sensitive memorandum for the President’s eyes only in the

early afiernoon, and then hear quotations from it on the evening

news, I would react with surprise and call up the White House 0 -

: express my shock. How naive I must have seemed. .

Sl.nc_c my meeting with Reagan on Jan. §, we at State had bee
working with Dc'fense, the NSC staff and ClA 10 produce 2 mutual-
Iy agreeable version of NSDD1, the National Security Decision Di-
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President Reagan’s dander is up
over attacks on his friend Meese

By Jeremiah O'Leary

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

President Reagan ordinarily is the
most amiable of men but he is in a state
of black fury about what the Democrats
are doing to his friend and nominee for
attorney general, Edwin Meese III, and
the highly publicized TV commercials
depicting a series of his appointees as -
a rggue‘s gallery of unethical oppor-
tunists.

Hetold aninterviewer last week, “I'm
the guy they’re after with their dema-
goguery. Well, all right then, come after

- me.” Those close to Mr. Reagan since
the Democratic candidates had their
roundtable debate, the unveiling of the ;
TV commercials and the Meese affair |
have good reason to believe that the !
presidgnt will strike back hard as the
campaign progresses and in his own
debates with the eventual Democratic
challenger.

The incident that really tore it as far
as Reagan was concerned was when the
mud slinging reached the low point last

-week with the breathless disclosure that
Mr. Meese kept a set of cuff links from

- the Korean government now reputed to

. be valued at $375.

Some White House officials among the
nine or ten who received the cuff link
gifts of jade and gold thought they looked
more like prizes from a crackerjack box.
In any case, the Koreans were told last
fall that U.S. officials could not accept
presents worth more than $140 in value.|

At least one source close to the White
House reported that an appraisal of the
cuff links showed them to be within the’
$140 statutory limitation.

The cuff link affair was the last straw
because of its sheer triviality and the
TV commercials angered Mr. Reagan as
few of his intimates have ever seen him,
The ads portray Richard V. Allen, Anne
Burford, Secretary of Labor Ray Dono-
van, CIA Director William Casey, Dep-

- uty CIA Director Max Hugel and a long

- 115t 0T 6tHers as if they were all guilty of
chicanery and some had been fired for:
it by the White House.. ' o

NEWS ANALYSIS -

In the case of Mr. Meese, the presi- ,
dent let it be known that he will stand by
his nomineeuntil the bitter end “because !
they (the Democrats) are trying to '
destroy ahuman being the way they are.”

The president is known to believe that
none of his appointees over the past few.
years improved their financial condition
by coming to serve in the administra-.
tion and many of them suffered finan- l

k¥

cial loss by moving to fixed income jobs
in Washington. Mr. Meese came here !
with three children to put through col-
lege with one heavy mortgage in the San
Diego area and another new one on the
Meese home in McLean.

The $60,000 salary with which Mr
Meese started here could not begin to .|
cover mortgages on the unsold house in f
California or the new one in Virginia. As ‘|
a result, a series of loans and real estate
deals were worked out with long time |
Meese friends to sell his San Diego house
after 20 months. Friendly bankers‘did l
not foreclose until Mr. Meese was able r

to work hi¢. w¢ > wut of near bankruptcy. ¢
Some of these old friends ended up with !
government jobs but the Senate Judici-
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L ary Committee has failed to prove a

connection between the financial arrange-
ments and the appointments. Frlends'of
Mr. Meese say he had nothing to do with

" arranging the jobs and that there is no

evidence of influence peddling.

Nevertheless, Mr. Meese called for|
appointment of a special prosecutor,
expected to be named this week by a
three judge panel, to seek vindication.
Both he and the president are dug in

now for the rest of the fight which can-

not end for at least four months when

Mr. Meese will return to face his bete

noire, Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, D-Opio

for the grand finale of his confirmation
_hearings.

The only way Mr. Meese will throw in
the towel will be if he decides on his.own
that his nomination is hurting President
Reagan's candidacy as the campaign
heats up after the national conventions.
But as of now, Mr. Meese is of no such
frame of mind and the president has
said even if Mr. Meese tries to withdraw
the nomination Mr. Reagan will refuse
to let him do it, .

From this situation, the Democratscan
expect no more Mr. Nice Guy from
Ronald Reagan because his danderisup
and the gloves are off. In the end, it may
just be that the leak on the Korean cuff
links was a serious overplay of the hand
by Mr. Meese's enemies. It foreshadows
a campaign that could get downright vit-
riolic with no holds barred.

ApproVed For Release 2005/11/28 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000400040001-2

S S



