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Hours of Mystery, Years of War
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On Aug. 4, 1964, daylight was fading over the Gulf of
Tonkin when an urgent message reached the U.S. destroy-
ers Maddox and Turner Joy on patrol in hostile waters off
Communist-ruled North Vietnam.

It was a warning: The National Security Agency’s moni-
tors had intercepted enemy messages to two North Viet-
namese gunboats and one PT boat, giving them the loca-
tion of the two American warships and ordering
preparations for combat.

Only two days earlier, PT boats had ambushed the Mad-
doz, inflicting trivial damage while losing one of their craft
to heavy gunfire from the destroyer and carrier aircraft.
What happened on the night of August 4, however, was
something far different.

Within 95 minutes, the fire and thunder of naval gunnery
shattered the gulf’s evening calm. Its waters roiled with the
frantic zigzagging of America’s destroyers as they sought to
escape unseen enemy vessels and torpedoes—26 in all—as
reported by radar and sonar crews. In pitch-black darkness,
naval gunfire and missiles launched by U.S. carrier aircraft
pierced the murky skies with fiery trails on their way to
designated enemy targets.

Within 2 hours, it was all over. No casualties or damage
were reported by the Maddox and Turner Joy. Yet that
brief and mysterious encounter has generated bitter argu-
ments among historians, and raised sensitive questions: Did
enemy vessels actually attack the two destroyers—or did

commanders fall prey to overheated imagination in a
frightening and confusing situation? If there was an enemy
attack, was it unprovoked? Were key facts being withheld
from the US. public—and did President Lyndon Johnson
seize on a questionable incident to expand his powers and
speed America toward all-out war in Vietnam?

What the President, like his slain predecessor, John F.
Kennedy, had been confronting for months was an unyield-
ing question: Was it time for the U.S. either to abandon its
ally, South Vietnam—or to plunge U.S: troops into full-scale
war against North Vietnam? -

That dilemma had only worsened in the nine months of
growing instability in South Vietnam after the overthrow
and murder of its autocratic leader, Ngo Dinh Diem, and
Johnson's advisers were drafting a congressional resolution
giving him the freedom to go to war if he so decided.

Though doubt quickly surfaced about the realities of the
Tonkin Gulf naval incident, Johnson called congressional
leaders to the White House to ask for a resolution that
would make him surrogate for the warmaking authority
reserved for Congress by the Constitution.

In three days, both houses passed the resolution with
near unanimity. It was a historic yielding of their preroga-
tive to the White House.

What emerges from new evidence is a chronicle of confu-
sion and bad judgments—and duplicity in high places—that
guided the nation into a cruel and unpopular war that
would cost 58,000 U.S. lives and immerse Americans in
years of disillusionment as seldom, if ever, before. And
there came, too, hard lessons on the wrenching difficulties
of sharing warmaking power between the President and
Congress in nuclear war—difficulties that have been only
too apparent in recent controversies over American mili-

tary involvement in Lebanon, Central America and the
Persian Gulf.
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November, 1963: In Saigon and Washington, in the after-
math of presidential assassinations, a fresh chapter opened
under new leadership in the long and frustrating involve-
ment of America in South Vietnam.

In Saigon, a military junta that succeeded the slain Ngo
Dinh Diem found itself mired in intrigue that would pro-
duce another regime in the next three months—even as
Communist guerrillas overran growing chunks of country-
side with help from North Vietnam's Marxist rulers.

In Washington, the benumbing murder of John F. Ken-
nedy brought into the Presidency and global policymaking
JFK's Vice President, Lyndon Johnson. _
con\mued
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LUBAN CRISIS TAPES

K;éfnnedy Archive Calls Timing
“pf Its Disclosure of Secret
.. Material a Coincidence

Zi. By FOX BUTTERFIELD
“- Specisl to The New York Times

“Tar

‘BOSTON, Oct. 26 — In the first hours -
. afrer discovering that the Soviet Union '

was installing missiles in Cuba, Presi-
‘dent Kemnedy and his advisers seri-

~ously discussed ajr strikes agairst |

Citba, according to secret White House'
tapes released today.

*4I don’t think we got much time on |

these missiles,” Kennedy sald at =&

meeting Oct. 16, 1962, shortly aher |.

being shown aerial reconnaisance
photographs of the newly discovered
Soviet missiles sites. :
““We're certainly going to do No. 1,”
the President told his top aides. *We're
gong to take out these missiles.”
The tapes, along with transcipts of
the'White House talks, were made pub-
. lic'by the John F. Kennedy Library.
here after review by national security
- officials in Washington. Willlam W,
. Moss, chief archivist of the library,
said 20 percent of the material had
. béen deleted ‘bthe officials for se-
‘curity reesons.
 Tapes Cover Two Meetings

‘The 87 pages of transcript and 33
minutes of tapes released today cov-
ered only Two meetings on the Cuban
missiles, both on Oct. 16, 1962, the tirst
day of the 13-day crisis.

In June the Kennedy Library made
public & first selection of materials
from tapes secretly recorded by Ken-
nedy. They involved the integration of
the University of Mississippi in 1962
and discussions of Administration tax

- policy. The tapes’ existence was first
announced in 1973, |

Mr. Moss said the timing of this re- |
lense, on the day after the United !
States invasion of Grenada, was coinci-
dexzal. It happened because the library
only recently -got the material back
.from Weshington, he said.

-Mr. Moss said the material on the
Cuban missile crisis contained *“no sur-
prises.” ‘He said, ‘It doesn’t change
anything. There is nothing new of sub.
stance.” ¢

But he added that ‘it gives us the
voices" of the participants in the cru.
ciel meetings and may provide histo-
rians with a more accurate sense-of the.
personalities involved. ‘
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MeNamara Role Dominant

- In the view of Mr. Moss, the tapes
show that the dominent actor in-the
tirst day of meetings was Robert S.
McNamara, Secretary of Defense.
“McNamara took a leading roje in the
. disuessions and tried to get people to
focus on the issues,” Mr. Moss com-
ented. )

It was Mr, McNamars, the tran.
script shows, who first defined three
possible reponses. The first was politi-
-cal or diplomatic, to: consult with
| America's allies and give both the
i| Cuban leader Midel Castro and the
i Swi?t leader Nikite S, Khrushchev
| ample warning that Washington would
not accept the missiles ?nsléxggtao

When Mr. McNamara described this
| as “‘a nonmilitary action,” others in the
meeting laughed, the transcript shows.

The second course, Mr. McNamara

weapons from Cuba. It
“we  search every
McNamara said. This
ultimately selected.

The third choice, which both the
President and most of his officials
seerned to favor on the first day, was a
military attack to remove the missiles.

Kennedy Enumerated Them

Kennedy himself refined the military
response into three options. “‘One
would be just taking out these mis.
| siles,” he said in the meeting, in the
Cabinneéh Room.} *No. 2 would be to take
out &ll the airplanes,” meaning a large
number of Russian fighters that had re-
-cently also been shipped to Cuba. “Ng,
13isinvade,” hesaid.

ship,” Mr.
was the option

sugpested, was a naval blockade to .
keep- all further Russian offensive |
might mmean |
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Gen.-Maxwell W. Taylor, the Chair-

" man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as well

as Mr. McNamara, favored a surprise
attack 1o hit both the missile sites and
the airplanes, -
The transcipts show Kennedy closely v
questioning officials of the Central In-*
telligence Agency on how they know
the small objects in the photographs,
taken by a U-2 plane, were really Rus-
sian medium.range missiles. Their an-

. Swers speak of & comparison with
| photographs of Soviet missiles dis-

played on parade in Moscow.

At one point in the first meeting,
after he learned about the missiles, '
Kennedy mused on why the Russians
decided to put the weapons in Cubs
after publicly declaring they would not.
There *‘must be some major reason for
the Russians to set this up,” he said.
*“Must be that they're not satistied with
their ICBM's.” _

Rusk Quotes MeCone
Dean Rusk, the Secetary of State,
then recalied that a few weeks before
John McCone, the Director of Central
Intellipence, warned that Khrushchev
might put missiles in Cuba because *he s/

. knows that we have & substantial nu-

clear superiority.”
Minutes before the first meeting, the

‘transcript revedls, Kennedy chatted

cheerfully over "the phone with his
daughter Caroline. The conversation
between father and daughter has been .
deleted, in accordance with the condi- |
tions of the Kennedy tamily's gitt of the
President’s papers to the library.

But it ended in laughter, thst much
was not censored.

Mr. Moss said that future release of
material on the Cuban missile crisis
would be very slow. He noted that ]l
the tapes had first to be transcribed,
which took 100 to 150 hours of work for
eath hour of recording. Then the tran.
scripts had to be sent to Washington for
clearance.

With these difficuities, and the Ken.
nedy Lidbrary’s shortage of money, he
estimated that only three hours of
recording could be prepared for review
each year. . : ’
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Scoweroft ComntisSidn"s Life
Is Extended for Tavo Years

‘Bv.Lou Cannon
Wasningion PoscSulf Writer -

President Reagan has «decided to extend the”
life of the bipartisan Scowcroft commission for
two vears, administration officiels said vesterday, |
in wnst-one celled “a guarantee of genuine follow
up on both arms-control ;negonatmns anc the
1&? . -

The Scowcroft panel; -ofﬁmaliy':the Pmnent‘
‘Commission op -Strategic Rorces, thas beenthe” j
driving foree behind the afrmnistrstion’s ‘thus-far -
successful -effort 10:oblain-congressional approvil &
of the MY intercontinental<ballistic: missile fatter 5
two earbier defeats. i

- The cOmMMISSION - assche&xﬂec :bo.go out of ex-
istence on-June 16, bus officiale said Reagan-will |
extend = life 0.Jan. 1. 1985, with the expects- _

- tion that it wouid become “mtxmmonahzed’ .and
continue iz some form éither in his second term
or ip @nother presiGency.

Continuation of the commssion is likely 10 be
hailed wich apnrovad by .xmederate wngr&ssxonal

* Democrats who-voted for the MX -afier Reagan
Loid them he is as committed 1o genuine arms-
- control nezonamom ~with the Soviets es he 1s 10

* deploving 100 of the }\D&fhnussﬂes in exlsr.mg
Minuiemen silos. .

Some moderates called for -appomtmem of &
cc)rr'mumf~ advisory unil XD BIMS. corm-o} as 2
—condition-of support for MX. . - . -

-Administration -sources ,sald sthet Lt - Gen
Brent Scowcroft, & Tetired Alr Foree ofncer who

servec asmauional securitv affairs adviser 10 Pres.
{dent ,r ord, hsd agreed to stsv on es chairman,
ent that Thomes C Reed, :secretary of the Alr
Foree in theFord admxmstramon would cormnue
eswvice cheirman. -

- The retention of Reed, who hes come’ tmde*
"scrur’n_\ v 2z federal grand v .and & congres-’
sione! commitiee for & 1981 stock deal, could be‘
-controversial. .. = 1

‘Reed ‘r&gned as W.hlt.e House consultant:xnd
deputy mationel security .affairs adviser. 0. ,the)
president .after. the  Scoweroft "commmsxon Sub- |

" mitted its report on April.6.7 U7 e

However both the pr&ﬂdent and nauona]-se-
curity 2fairs adviser Willam .P. Clark weressaid
w be solidly in support of keeping Reed, the ag-
ministration’s M3 expert,-op the advisory panel, |
which would be headquartered in the Pentagon.

* Reed plaved a major role in Reegan's~Californiz
gubernatorial cempaigns, and served as.first 8p*

poinuments secretary 1o Reagan -as govemor 4n
1967,

WASEINCTON PCET
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"While Reagan won on MXA1asT momu, he
White House recegnizes thai his ‘support on

‘issue is potentially shakv and could disappear if
.the .administration fails w adopt recommenda-

‘tions -of the Scowcrofi unit when the Strategic
Arms Reduction Talks (START) resume thh the.
Soviet Inion in Geneve Wednesday:

The commission ‘called for “vigorous pursuit of
arms control™and Tecommended that-the admin-
;sr:ation »change 4ts .arms Teguction proposal 10
-count warheads instead of weapons.

“Reagan has: proxmse&'to do this and to propw;
same version-—of = “bulid-down” proposal advos:
-cated by Bens.Sam Nunp {D-Ge.) and William 8+
Cohen -{RMame):an which . bothsiges -would e
move norethan xene -older nuclear weapon for
. each rew onefhevadd 1o their arsenais. °

“But-exactiv-how 1o revise the START proposal
_hes beer & subject for debate in- ‘the a&mmlsr.ra- :
“tion. :

“"White }aouse .spoke&man Lam Speakes said |
the president ¢s considering options this weekend
at Camp Davié in preparation for & probable de-
cisiop when the. }\eanonm Security Counc1] meets
“Tuesday. =

The Scowcroft:commission :2lso * recommended
development of z smel), -singie-warbead missile

‘ultimatelv designed to Teplace the MX and re-

seerch and development -on bardenmg of the
Minuteman silos to-give :hem ‘better protection
against ¢ Soviet strike.

" Administration officials said- contmuamon of the
commission would -ensure follow-through on these
ob)ec:cwec ‘and “on research for .an anti-ballistic
missile defense.

Scewcroft ag’reea 1o continue &s chairman after |
being assured thet the workload woule be dxs‘mb
uted under-¢ new committee system. afficials said.
They sai¢ the full commission ‘probably would
meet onlv two or three times annually. ,

The 1l-man -commission includes prominem ;
national security and science officiais in four ad-
mintstrations, including Reagan's former secretary -
of state: Alexender M. Haig Jr., former C1A direc-
tor Richard M. Helms and President’ Carter's
Pentagon chief of researcn and development, Wi-
liem J. Perry. ' .

Among the counselors to, the commission are
Henrv A. Kissinger and Cart.ev s secretary of de-
“fense, Herold Brown, who is ‘sid 1o have plaved &

, major role in the commission’s deliberations.

Former secretaries. of defense Melvin R Laird,

. Donald H. Rumsfeld and James R. Schlesinger

Jr., Carter White House counselor Lloyd N. Cut-
“ Jer and former ClA director John McCone are the

= other counselors
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