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Aarshall Plan’ to |

Caribbean to check Soviets |

_ ) By James Nelson Goodsell ™
" Latin America correspondent of -
The Chnstlan Scxence Iv}:omtor

T"xe Reagan admlmstratmn beheves tha
Uoited States—supported Marshall. Plan for
the Caribbean is an idea whose tl.me has long
sincecome. e <LF

“There is, indeed, sense of urgency about
such an aid program — a feeling that the US
must quickly find ways to-counter what the

administration sees as growmg Cuban and Se-

‘0— -

viet inroads into the area.
. During the past month, admlmstration 0£~
ficials have quietly laid the groundwork for a

broad Caribbean aitd package reminiscent of .
the Marshall Plan that revitalized. Westem,-

Furope at the end of World War 11 President’
Reagan has all along supported the idea of US
aid to Caribbean islands. He stressed this’
‘point dgain at a top-level thte House meet-

'mdthlSWeek ‘ e

-The core of the’ program, adrmmstratxon
: planners say, would be economic aid, which

may total a billion dolars or more by themid- |

19805, But it would also include political and
military assistance, accordmg to State De-
: partment SOUrces.

'_tlmtmnal approach, with oil-producing na-
tions like Mexico and Venezueéla contributing

to the venture. Preliminary talks onthei issue |

have taken place with both place.

The subject is expected to come up durmg
President Reagan’s meetings next week. in
Washington and Camp David with'Mexican,
President José Lépez Portitlo. But a Mexican
rolein the project is viewed as a long way off.

The administration. has informally.con-
veyed some of its thinking to the Caribbean

" governments in ‘question.— and in particular

" to Jamaica, where Prime Minister Edward
Seaga privately has mdlcated strong support
for massive aid.

Adrninistration planners see Jamaxca as
the bulwark of its Caribbean strategy, a;na-
tion whose dramatic about-face in electibns
1ast October brought the pro-US and pro-busx-
ness”Mr. Seagaito power in°a massive. land-
slide. Seaga trouneed a pro-Cuba govemment

‘headed by spcialist Michael Manley. ., g

R AT -

. 1. creased trade [and] private mvestment to ex-
The aid package might well take ona mul-. . pand -their economic opportunity.”.

very mdependence may depend on such

sald “gdditional measures” must be taken
¢ “pot in an exclusively secunty-orlented fash- |

The adnumstrahon has already provided |
$69 million in a1d to J amalca under ‘Mr.
Seaga.. N .,It.‘ <8
; to piecemeal aid programs to one or two is-

lands. It seeks to_find ways to bolster the
;'whole Caribbean area with massive projects

.islands. It may even include tourism-building
programs aimed at drawing North Amen-
cans and Europeans. .

- “The qulet nature of the planning suggests

“to Washington observers that the administra-

"tion does not want to take away from Presi-

_dent Reagan’s focus on his domestic eco-
nomic package. They recall the early flurry

_over El Salvador in February, which diverted
attention from the economic proposals and

.may have slowed the effort to win condres-. :

* gional approvalof them. - - .-~ v
But more aspects of the admlmstratwn 5

- for example, with desalination plants and |:.
"aid to small industry that fits the size of the

_i‘Canbbean views and str ategy are begmmnnr

el

to unfold:
.. Vice-President George B sh recently told
a hmch group that the econo%}mes of the Carib-
-pean islands “‘cannot be sustained without in-

. Their

assmtance s
i Secretary of State Alexander M Halg Jr )

. ion, but rather with a clear awareness that we

" must also deal with the situations, the cause,
-‘effects, that make insurgency and external
. interventionism possible and acceptable m
: the target areas.” : - )

stilla great deal of debate about 1t w1thm ad-’
miinistration inner circles. R .

;. Two prehmmary discussions at’ recent Na-

' tional éecunty Council meetings ended with

-the subject being sent back to the drawing

boards — 'and with some of the planners being.- |.

“ told.to do_more homework on the-issue. But.-
thereis httle question that there 1s going to be :

a Reagan program for the re_gmn g
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" "Proposals fora major Caribbeaa aid pro- 3

‘gram are not.new. They go back to the 1950s.

- “| “ Then, in the:1960s, President X - 3
-~ But the plannmg under way is not limited iE sident Kennedy's Alli-

ance:for Progress was desxgned to clo re-
. solve Latin America’s economic and sociai Jdi-

lernmas and to’ counter some of F ldel Castro’s -

»appea] R N TN

~in this area may have been due in part to the

inability of his administration to figure out’

just what the Cubans and the Soviets were up
toin the reglon

_<"Moreover, the Carter adxmmstratmn was -
4 unableto determine how visible the US should
be in the Caribbean and whether and how it

- should compete with the ubiquitous Cubans.

In contrast, there is no hestxtatlon on the -

- part of the Reagan administration. It sees the

Caribbean as an area of opportunity for the -

US. The program under study is aimed at

_more than the sagging economic and social’

" fortunes of the islands;. the adrrumstratmn
wants to undercut Cuba. O

Manxlsland leaders mcludmg Mr Seaﬂa v

*)_.,

o’ 1978 the Carter admxmstrahon consxd- i
‘..ered a Caribbean aid program, but it never
_got off the ground. The Carter tearn’s failure

At first Carter’s men sought to do business |
“with Cuba. Later they adopted a contrary -
- policy, yet they were: never happy w1th that :
. decision.

view.the planning in Washington as boding
nothing but good for their economies. Seaga

i

-

~hasinformed Gen:-Vernon A. Walters, the for- |

“mer deputy directory. of the Ceniral Intetil-

gence Agency, of this. Walters has become

something of a State Department roving am-

bassador in Latin America.
coo It is.too early to determme ]ust how the' .8
- strategy -will develop, however; and there is |

;oA

-General Walters has made three quxet'
: tnps to the Caribbean in recent weeks to dis-

_cuss.local issues with people like PrimeMin- -
- ister Seaga. The result is that Washington is

getting a steady flow of ideas from the Carib- _

|- bean itself as it goés: alpout the task of map-~

: 'pmg its aid packagefot the region. - % -
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Retired ﬁen. Vernon Waﬁers £
Is- Named Ambassaﬁm ai iarge-f-*-

. 3 . .5([7' o ! (MY,
2 ’By Jeremxah 0’ Leary- and Guatemalas pre51dent ngRaa
‘.. meo'Lucas. : BRI G

Washm ton Star Staf( Wmer
# - Waliers was No: 2 man at the CIA.

Presxdent Reacran yes:erday nom'« « from1972t01976 and cameinto some’
inated retired: Army Lt:Gen: Vernon - conflict with the Nixon White House.

{ . A.Walters;, former deputydirectorof:} shoftly-after the Watergate scandal:
' the’ CIA,L X0 be an am assador at began ‘to unfoldr_,._:-_ FETER t aieed
large. s 5 wrabisin o o A short time dfter the break-m at

~Walters; 53 ‘has already'been car«: the: ‘Watergate offices of the: Demos

rying out unheralded-missions for:7*cratic National Committee in. June-

the Reagan administration; includ-. 1972, Walters and his CI&superior,:

ingone to Guatemala to improve r Richard Helms, were called to the’

lanons between the Umted ’Statesgx-_- White House by a1des of PI‘BSldent‘.’.

' - e s NiXONL R

Do Walters later tesnﬁed that the:

~White.House wanted him to teil the..

- FBI not to look too deeply into some -

Y aspects. of the Watergate> caser bes|

Licauseit mxght expose certam ClAo 8
eranons ; o8

Walters has served asa negotlator
with foreign governments under the”
¢ Truman, Kisenhower and Nixon ad-
;; " ministrations, He played-a key role
i.in the-Paris- peace talks on the Vlet-
am war. - .
Since early this year Walters has
% been a-senior adviser ta Secretary.of
State’ Alexander M."Haig Jr., for-
i wbomhe willactasa troubleshooter
m hxs new assxgnment. :

D ‘.-.\. £ gart
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Reagan to Name General Walters
To Be an Ambassador at Large

WASHINGTON June 4 (AP)—-Vemon
‘A, Walters, a retired lleutenant general
who has already made several unan-
nounced foreign trips for the Reagan Ad-
ministration, will be nominated tg be.an
ambassador at large, the White House
announced today. - - - g e dmiare

General Walters, 64 yearsold, a former
deputy director of the Central Intelli-.
gence Agency, went to Latin America for
the Reagan Administration to try to con- |-
vince friendly nations there: that - the
Soviet bloc was deeply involved in supply--
ing arms to- Salvadoran rebel§. He has:
since made an unknown number of other -
trips, but his comings and goings gener-

_ally arenot announced. .

General Walters, who sp-eaks eight lan-
guages, served as- an interpreter, for,
Presidents-  Truman, Eisenhower and.
Nixon and accompanied Vice- President |
Nixon on his Latin American tour m—1957
“when- Mr. Nixon's car was-stoned; andf.
spat upon in Venezuela. o yimbmei

a5y
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